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INTO 



ELS 


MUSCOVY, 

PERSIA, 

Aad P A R T of the 

EAST-INDIES. 

¥ 

CONTAINING, 

An Accurate Description of whatever is niofl; 
remarkable in thofe Countries. 

AND EMBELISHED 

With above 3 20 Copper Plates, repreCenting the tineft Profpe^ls, and 
moft conhderable Cities in thofe Parts j the different Habits of the 
People; the fingular and extraordinary Birds, Fiilies, and Plants 
which arc there to be found: As likewilc the Antiquities of thofe 
Countries, and particularly the n^le Ruins of the famous Palace 
ofPEFiSEPOLis, called Chdminur The whole 

being delineated on the Spot, from tlie refpedivc Objeds, 


To whioh is added, 

An Account of the Journey of Mr, ISBKAN'tS, AmEai&dor from Mufc<^oy,^ 
through BtiMa and TarUiry^ to ; togctlier with Remarks on the Travels ot 
Sir 70,6/1 dkardin^ and Mr. Kempfir, and a Letter written to tlic A U T H O R 
on tlmt Sol^d. ^ 4 ^ 3 6 



In Two VOLUMES. 




By M, CORNELIUS {h E ^RJIT.N. 


Tranllated from the Original E R E N G 


VOL. I. 


LONDON'. 

Prinittl frtr A. Bstteswouth and C. Hitch, S. Birt» C. Davis, J, Ci.arkk, 
a Harpiho D. UkowHE, A. Mrj.LAa, J, Shuckeukoh, and T. Osgorne- 

M^exxxvii. 
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THE 


AUTHOR’S PREFACE 


T HAVE m intention to pre-engage the Readers Appro^ 
Batten of the/e Travels, by a ftudkd Prefate ^ and think 
it fuficient to declare, that nothing will be found here, 
hut what X have feen with tny own Eyes, and have Examined 
with the utmoft Attention and Care j without introducing any 
Particulars that have been publifhed by other Travellers, on 
the fame SuhjeB, unlefs it be to pint out thetr Errors, by 
ihofi Remarks which are inferted at the clofe of this IVorki 
with relation to the celebrated Ruins of the ancient Palace 
of Perfepolis. 1, howeDer, have been careful not to derogate 
in the leaf from the prfonal Merit and fudgment of thofs 
illuflrious Travellers in every other refpeSi ; but it mill be evident 
that they have omitted many femarlUble things, and mifrepre~ 
fented others, either through Negligenee, ^or for want of Skill in 
defigning', or, lajlly, becaufi th^did not continue long enough 
upon the Spot, to conjider thfe fiately Antiquities in a fujficient 
manner, 

I muft obferve, with refpeB to Ruffia, that thd Baron Her- 
berftein, together with Oleariiu, and the Earl of CarJiflc, 
Atnbajfador from England at the Court of Mufcovy, as like- 
wife ABxlon, andfeveral others, have publifhed very entertaining 
Accounts of that Country, they yet have me afforded the cu¬ 
rious all the SatisfaBion they require ; becatfe the Authors 
were not permitted to draw the leafi Sketch of the Places and 
fine Antiquities which are to be found in thofe Parts* I am 
the firfi Strang^- who ever obtained that Privilege from his 
Czariaiij Majefiy j and I flatter my felf that I have fpared 
m Pains to improve that Favour to the heft Advantage. This 
will he evident from the Plans I have drawn of the principal 
Cities of that Empire, as Hkewife of its Buildings, and the 
finefl ProfpeBs in its Provinces \ to all which I have added 
the Habits, Manners, and Cufloms of the various People who 
live under the Government of that potent Monarch. / have 
Hkewife related the great Changes and Improvements which 
have been made by that Prince, together with a number of 
other Particulars that never came to the Knowledge of thofe 
who have written before me* 


A 


/ might 




The A U T H 0 R'a PREFACE. 

/ flight fay itiuch tbs fdftts of Perfia, snd the augujl Rutfif 
oj tbi ancient Palace of Perlepoli% of ^hicb feveral Ira- 
vel/e^s have puhlijbed^ JDfcfiptiofiSy without a due EiXttfftififf- 
tion of what they faw^ For which reef on their Accounts have 
more the Air of a Romancii than of any Realityy or com- 
pUat Knmledge of thofe fine AntiquiiieSi which is not to be 
obtained without Pains and a peculiar Application of ^thought \ 
and when thefeare wanting an Author mufl inevitably fall into 
Errors^ and lead others into the fame. Pietro della Valle, 
and Don Garcias de Silva de Figueroa, Ambaffador from 
Spain at the Court of Ahaih Kingof?CTii^, are thefirfi who 
have treated of thsfe famous Ruins with any Solidity. And 
yet it evidently appears^ by the Relation the former has given 
of his Travelst and by the Account which the latter has pub- 
aped of his Embafiy, that neither of them continued long 
enough at Chelminar, to examine and trace out all the Anti- 
quities and Curiofitm of that Place, with the CircumfpeBion 
that was requifite, and therefore we need not be furprifed, if 
they exprefs themfelves in a fuperficial manner, and fome- 
iimes at random, on that SubjeSl. It appears, however, by 
the Remarks of the learned on Pomponius Melaj 

that he intended to make ufe of the Relation publped by Don 
Garcias de SUva, and likewife of the IVritings of the An¬ 
cients, in order to difeover what conformity may be found, be¬ 
tween the ancient Palace ^Perfepolis, and the Ruins of Chel¬ 
minar, from their Deferiptwns of both’^ but be died before he 
could execute that Defign. 

I pall not enlarge on the Errors committed by thefe Au¬ 
thors, left I fiould be taxed with an Inclination to recom¬ 
mend my Jelf at their Expence, and to fet off this Account 
of my Iravehy by decrying thofe of others, Perfons of fudg- 
ment and lafie will know what to determine concerning us, by 
comparing our feveral Performances, and therefore I pall only 
add, that the Authors from whom I differ, were not long enough 
upon the Spot, to be capable of making a jufi and accurate 
Dfcrsption of thofe numerous and majeflk Ruins ; and they, 
perhaps, might want thofe Lights and Abilities, which alone 
can enable Perfons to form a true ffudgment of fuch things 
as thefe. 

As my only View, when I entered upn thefe Travels, was 
to be as fedulous as poffthle in my Survey of thofe noble Anti¬ 
quities -y ail the Difficulties that oppofed themf elves in my way, 
together with the Dangers to which one mufi needs he obnoxious 


on 


The A U T H O R^s PREFACE. 

on fuch Qccafiom-i did but animats me the mors. 1 may iike^ 
wife declaret that I have been altogether indufirious to afford the 
Publicy and efpecially Perfons ofTafe^as much SatisfaBionas it 
confident with my fmall Abilities, 7o which I may add, that I 
have made it an indifpenfible Law to my felfy not to d&uiaie 
in any refpeB from the Iruth^ meerly to give an ornamental 
Air to this kl^orky in which there are no PaBi but what are 
related with the firiBefl Vtracity. Nor do I affume any Merit 
to my felfy from the extraordinary E.xpences I have been at to 
embellijh this Edition of my Travelsy a?{d facilitate the Com- 
prehenfiofi of the Particulars they contain, Ihe Reader may 
judge of my proceedingy by the Number and Beauty of the 
Plates difributed through the whole Wvky and which are 
executed with allpofftble Jufiice and Accuracy. / can affrm 
toQy that I have drawn with my own Handy and immediately 
from the Lifey ail the Plates nowprefented to the PubliCy with¬ 
out having recourfe to any ancient Authors who have defcribed 
Perfepolis and its AntiquitieSy and without adding or diminiffing 
any one Particular. The Reader therefore may rejl affuredy 
that the whole is conformable to thofe Originals which are fill 
to he found on the Spot* 

ly howevery am not fo vain as to think my feif infallibley 
and therefore had the Precaution to communicate my IVork 
to fuch Perfons as had a competent Judgment in whatever 
relates to Antiquity. My Plates and Defcriptions were fa¬ 
voured with their ApprobatioHy and they were phafed to think 
that I had placed in their full and proper Eighty thofe Ob- 
jeBs which had been f jaded in Qhfcurity for the Space of two 
thoufand Years. The fame PerfonSy whofe Modefly will not 
permit me to name themy have alfo been fo good as to comparey 
at my requefly the Plates exhibited in this Worky with thofe 
Lefcriptions of the ancient Palace of Perlepolis, that are to 
be found in the ritings Herodotus^ Xenophon, Oiodorus 
Siculus, and Strabo; and they have declared them to be con~ 
formable to the Relations of thofe celebrated iters. This 
Circumjiance afforded them fo much S&tisfaSiiony that they 
have given tbemfelves the trouble to enrich my M^ork withfeve- 
ral Remarks on thofe fuperb Ruins. 

Ity howevery is well knowny that when an Author piefents 
a Book to the Publicy he expofes himfelf to the Cenjure of fuch 
as take pleafure in depreciating whatever is above their Capa¬ 
city. I therefore thought my hefi method of impofing Silence 
on Perfons of thatturny would be to ftrengthen my Situation 




tlie A U T H O k's P R E FAC E. 

hy feveral Fragments of Stom, on which a variety of Figures 
and Chara&ers are imprejfed ; and particularly by one fide 
of a U^indow-i reprefented in Plate 1377 and which is now 
to be feen in the Cabinet of Curiof ties belonging to hit ferena 
Highnefs Ulrick, Duke of Brunfwick^Lunenbourg; 

and likewife by the Figure exhibited in Plate 142. which Figure 
is now in the Pojfeffion of Mr. Witfen, Burgomafter of Jim-- 
fterdam. / have the others in my own Houfe* 

I have added to this Wfor the SatisfaSl'ton of the Puh-^ 
licy a ^Berhs of the Kings of Ferfia, who have governed that 
Empire^ from the deJlruEikn of Perfepoiis, to the prefent 
time ; together with the Origin of thofe Princes and the Order 
of their Succeffton, 

> / have been the lefs particular in the ./Affairs and Defcrip-^ 

tion of the Indies, becaufe they are well kn&tson<^ and have 
been ifeated of ly Jeveral before me* however^ have re* 
lated all that paffed there in my time, together with thofe Par- 
ticulars of which 1 was anEyeWitnefsi and this. I ham done 
with the fame Sincerity and ExaSinefs X ohferved, with refpebl 
to the other Countries though which I paft. 

Upon the whole, I am not Jo vain and partial' to ay own 
Capacity, as to flatter myfeif that I Jhall pleafe every Rea¬ 
der, but Jhall think myfeif Jufficiently happy if I obtain the 
^Approbation of competent Judges \ and I fhall mt fail 
to improve any Opportunity they will afford me of remfyirn 
any Errors that as yet may happen to have efcaped my notice. 
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THE \ 

i 

TRAVELS 

OF 

CORNELIUS LE BRUYN. 

By the way of M u s co v y and Persia into the 
East-Indies, and to the coaft of Mala¬ 
bar, theifland of Ceylon, Batavia, Ban¬ 
tam, and other places. 


CHAR L 

The Author s refoluthn* His departure from the Hague, and 

arrival at Archangel. 


THINK I cannot 
better begin the ac¬ 
count of thefc tra¬ 
vels, than by return¬ 
ing thanks to God,who 
by bis divine favor 
and protefhon has inabicd me to go 
through them, as well as the for¬ 
mer, in which I fpenr nineteen 
years with all the fadsfaftion imagi¬ 
nable. 

Upon my return to the Hague^ I 
felt myfelf animated with a delire of 
VoL. I, 


paying a fecond vtfit to diftant coun¬ 
tries, that I might maturely conJI- 
der the people and their manners; 
and CO undertake a fecond voyage 
to the Eajl-Indies^ by the way of 
Mofevoy and Perjia. This defign 
was very difpleaQng to my friends 
and relations; who remonftrated to 
me the coniequcnccs and inconve¬ 
niences of fuch a project; but the 
violence of my inclination, added to 
the fuccefs of my former cnicrpri2e, 
prevailed over all confiderations 
B whatever. 






The TRAVELS of 


whatever. I reflected within tny 
fclf> that I was much more advanced 
in years, and indued with greater 
experience than 1 had been before, 
and concluded I Htould be now bet¬ 
ter qualified to make obfervations 
and remarks; and the care 1 bad 
taken, upon my return, to confult 
with men of learning and curiofiiy, 
perfuaded me 1 might poflibly make 
difcovcries of greater importance 
than I had been able to make 
in my former travels. Elated with 
thefe hopes, 1 carefully vilited 
and examined fevcral coUeflions of 
rarities, and learned how to keep all 
forts of birds, beafls and fifhes in 
rptrits, and to prepare them fo as to 
bring them home without decaying. 
1 tefolved alfo to paint after the life 
many productions of the fea, as well 
as flowers, plants, fruits and the 
like. But all this was by no means 
preparatory to the main dcfign; my 
chief purpofe was to fearch into 
the antiquities of the countries in 
my way, and thereto to add fuch 
reflections as might occur; to furvey 
the religions, manners, cuftoiiis, 
polities, government and drefs, and 
whatever might be remarkable in 
practice at the births, mattiages, and 
burials of the various nations who 
polTcls thofe diflant countries: In a 
word, to examine into the foil and 
cities of the fame, with all the ac¬ 
curacy I could, that I might be able 
to make a faithful report concern¬ 
ing all ihcfc things upon my rciurn 
home. 


1701. I departed from the the 

place of my birth, upon the i'menty 

iJJt/nm ^JlfrHamy where I ftaid till the 
tbirtUiby and at four in the after¬ 
noon, the next day, 1 reached the 
^exely by the ordinary conveyance. 
I was there informed, that the Ou- 
dmard, a man of war, commanded 
by Captain Romcr P^lak, who was 
to convoy the Rajia fleet, had 
weighed from thence at nine that 
morning, with five or fix merchant¬ 
men bound for Arcbangd. The fhip 
1 was to go in, not being yet arrived, 
I went to meet her, and got on board 


of her upon the frjl of Augu/iy at 1701. 
ten in the morning. She was a fine 
flyboat, called ihtyobnBaptifiy had 
eight guns, and eighteen men, and 
was commanded by Gerard Buts of 
Sardam, We tripped it with a weft 
fbuih weft wind to get into the Texel^ 
where we dropped anchor before it 
was noon. We weighed from 
thence, upon the ficond, at nine in 
the morning, and by one in the af¬ 
ternoon we were out at fea; our 
pilot now left us, and I gave him 
fomc letters for my friends. We 
fleered away north weft and by north, 
till it was night, when wc hauled 
more to the northward, and alter¬ 
ed our courfe for north north weft; 
and made nine or ten fail, fome 
bound ioHollandy and others to the 
eaftward.Ai midnight a calm fell upon 
us, and continued till the morning 
of the third of this month. About 
noon a fmall breeze fprang up at 
weft fouih weft. Upon the fourth^ 
ar break of day, the wind frefltned, 
and we fleered away north and by 
weft i the weather was very variable, 
and we faw feveral fhips fhaping 
different courfes. Upon the Jifthy 
the wind was at north, and north 
and by weft, and we met with feve- 
ral fhips, fome of which were fifher- 
men from Greertlaad, who acquaint¬ 
ed us with what luck they had had 
that fcafbn. The fame occurrence 
fell out the next day. Upon the 
eighth^ the wind came about to the 
weft, and it being very fine weather, 
we made a difplay of all our can- 
vafs. But the wind fhifting about 
to the ibuth, and fbuth call, w'e 
flood away to the north caftward, 
and towards night had got up with 
the nearell idands of iVoru'^, with¬ 
out knowing any thing of the mat¬ 
ter, the weather was fo thick and 
rainy. Upon the ninth, we were In 
61 degrees of nonhern latitude, and 
the weather ftill continued thick. 
Wandring about thus in this fea, 
wc faw a fort of brge fifh com¬ 
monly called hiilen^ with a fharp 
pointed head. We afterwards faw of 
other forts called potthPpen% thefe 
had large heads and fwam about the 
4 Clip, 
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C O R N E L I U 

1701. Oilp, [&ti times as big as a porpolfe, 
t-orv as large as our boats, and propor* 
tionably broader than Jong, and no 
where 10 be found but in the nor¬ 
thern leas: After Jcvcral changes of 
the wind and weather, the fea being 
fometimes fmooth and fbmetinies 
rough, it cleared up. Upon the fx- 
teentbj aliout feven m the luorti- 
ing we made land, being the rocks 
or mounEams that lie neared on the 
northern coaft, and in our maps, 
called Loeffoert-, they are indifterently 
high and feparate from each other, 
as may be Jeeti in the plate i, 
Afaunittini When we had borrowed pretty 
^^^^*near upon tbefe hills, I drew the reft 
Nonvajr. of the lOand, with the other points 
that dretch out, where 1 took no¬ 
tice of other fmallcr rocks which 
feemed to be joined to this fame 
idand, W'hich was about two or three 
leagues didant from us. You may 
fee it in K“ z. We then proceeded 
quietly enough, with fome diips we 
bad fallen in with by chance, and 
from lime 10 time we law fifties of 
half the length of our Ihip, thick 
in proportion, and with prodigious 
heads. There are fome of them 
fatd to be ibtnething like a daircaie, 
as we were told by perlbns who had 
feen them dead. We there alfo faw 
a kind of birds not very difieren c from 
our ducks, or divers, but they are 
fmallcr with a (harp bill, black 
t7Augult.above, and white beneath. This 
night and the next day being the 
/eventemtbt wc had a thick fog and 
rain. About eight a clock we fell in 
with a fliip, who left JIamburgb upon 
the thirtieth of and was bound 

to Archangel. The fog dill conti¬ 
nued and prevented us from feeing 
the land which was not far from usj, 
but the heavens cl earing up, we had 
fight of it. As wc proceeded, tve 
came into ibe latitude of 72 degrees 
36 minutes north near the land of 
Lc'ppCy and a high rocky mountain to 
the ibuih ead of us. There we found 
a French fliip, vrhofc Mader came 
aboard of tis. As he could fpeak 
nothing bur French^ and there was 
no body in the diip that underdood 
him but mylcif, 1 was bis interpre- 


SLECRUYN. 3 

ter. He told us, he had been five 1701. 
months from Baycmie^ that he had 
been a Greenland voyage, and that 
he was upon his return homei that 
he had taken nine whales, and the 
tad of them not above 4 or 5 
leagues from the place where we 
were; and that he hoped to meet 
with more upon that coad; afk- 
ing us whether or no we had feen 
any. Our Mader having been 
civil to him, he added, that one 
the whales he had taken had [ceih 
five inches Jong; that he had afforded 
thirty two calks of blubber, and that 
he had filled ieven and a half with 
the fait he took from behind his 
neck. He allured us, it was not the 
fird time he had met with the like; 
that they refined this fait in Bay- 
onnCy to fend it into foreign parrs j 
that it was of wonderful efficacy to 
clear the complexions of women, 
and give them a certain bloom of 
youth; that It was a mod excellent 
remedy in many cafes, and that there 
was a great deal of money got by 
it. He would alfo have perfuaded 
us, the Bafqucs were the fird that 
undertook a voyage to Greenland. 

We met with feveral other fliips in 
this place, and held on ourcourfein 
the evening, with the weather very 
uncertain, Upon the fwentktby 
about fight in ilie morning, 
we reached within 6 or 7 leagues 
of the I/e af L/>ppey which bore ihc af 
fouch ead of us; but we law it not, 
the weather was fo thick and gloomy. 

Upon the tv:mty fmrtby the fog was i*. 
fuch, that we could hardly fee from 
one end of the fliip to the other. 

Upon the t'icenty //thy we were in 
the latitude of 72 degrees 24 mi¬ 
nutes i in the evening it fell calm, 
and in the night we had a very 
great fog, during which one of our 
feamen took a great falcon, which 
had fettled upon our fliip; but 
was fulJen, and would never car. 

The fog and the rain flilJ continuing, 
w'C did not make land till the^tcewy 
eighth. When wc had got to the 
northward of LambaikUy the w'ca- 
ther grew fair, and we had a favour¬ 
able wind at Iburh Ibuth wed, which 

gave 
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1701. gave us great pleaforc at thrls time, 
and pankularly as we could have 
made no ufc of itj if the fog had 
contioucd^ for fear of the land- 
Cm/ »/ The land we had then to ftarboard 
LipJinii. gf us was theRa^tffl com¬ 

monly called the firm land or conti¬ 
nent of Laplatii. It contains a ridge of 
hills of no very great height,and near¬ 
ly equal i they are not far from the 
fliore, of a ruflet colour and the foil is 
naught. In many parts of thefe hills 
you may fee patches of fnow, which 
gathers in hollows where it never 
melts. A calm taking us upon the 
(W€nty nmtb^ we dropped an anchor 
that w'c might not drive. But a 
breeze at eaft fpringmg up a little 
while afterwards, we fhaped our 
courfe fouth cafterly, and came in 
with the land, having leveral fail of 
fliips in Gght, Upon the thirttetb^ 
wc entered the White-Seat whofe 
waters are clearer than thole of the 
Ocean, which as you ft and in for 
the coaft of RvJ^at are of a foul 
muddy green bccaufe of the rivers 
Att£i4il JO, which fall thereinto. Having palTcd 
the hilly coaft wc came to another 
more u pon the level, partly covered 
with oopfe wood, and about a league 
off. About eight of the clock we 
^j/incofcame up with the IJIe Crqfet, 
Crofles. which is very rocky, and not far 
from the main land. This ifle is 
full of croffes, which you difeover 
RuDk. as you fteer In with it. When we had 
got clear of this coaft, wc made the 
land of RuJiHt fteer in g away fouth 
weft and by fouth, to the caftivard 
of us leaving Cape Griff which 
fhoots out a great way into the fca. 
Towards the evening, we law feven- 
tecn fhips at anchor upon the coaft, 
and about eleven we added to the 
number, together with two Etigiijb 
ftiips, and came to an anchor in 
three fathom water, before the 
I'iver y^rchangelf about 10 leagues 
from the town. Upon the thirty 
Jirjlf in the tnorning, we found 
we were 11 fhips in all ^ 1 j 

Dutchf 8 Etjglipf and 2 Ham- 
burghers ^ the fhips which failed from 
the Texel before wc did, being of 
the number. The weather being 
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perfedly favourable, we only wait- lyor- 
ed for pilots to go into the river j 
but they were fo long e're they came, 
chat one of the Har^urgbers rcfolvcd 
to pilot hitnfclfi which he foon re¬ 
pented, for he ran bump aflioxupon 
the larboard fide of the river. We 
were not at all furprized at this, be¬ 
ing told the Mofctfvites had taken up 
all the fei-marks, for fear of the 
SwedeSf who had appeared at the 
mouth of the river fome weeks be¬ 
fore, and alarmed all the neighbour¬ 
hood. The Etiglijb alfo grew quite 
uncafy at this delay, and towards 
morning weighed with fix fhips» 
but two of them running likewife 
aground, the other four gave over 
the attempt, But their pilots com¬ 
ing to them, in the afternoon, they 
went up the river, followed by a 
fmall vellcl of our country, who hap¬ 
pily efcaping all danger, came to 
an anchor before certain meadows, 
by the favor of fine iveathcr. The 
land there is full of fmall trees, and 
ft retches out on both Tides towards 
the river, forming a crefeenr, as ap¬ 
pears by N* 3. Upon the feemd ef 1 Sqit. 
Sfptem^t wc had all of us pilots* 
excepting one Englifli fhip, and, 
about eleven of the clock, wc got 
under fail, fleering away to the eaft- 
ward. Wc went over fcveral fiats 
where wc had not above or 
16 foot water, and dropped an¬ 
chor about three of the clock near 
the meadows, about 6 leagues from 
Archangeij the hay being then in 
heaps upon the ground. The En- 
glijb, and the reft came to in this 
place as well as we, none being al¬ 
lowed to lie nearer the town, whither 
every Captain muft repair in perfon. 

I therefore embarked with fome 
others about five of the clock, de- 
figning CO take the Qiortcfl way 
among the iflandsj but it happened 
that we fbon loft ourfelvcs. We 
began to dcfpair of fuccefs in our 
attempt, when meeting with a fmall 
veflcl, under the care of a MoJccn}itef 
we begged of him to take charge of 
us as a guide, night coming on, and 
the weather chick and gloomy; for 
wc had, as 1 believe, ftccred the 

compafi 
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CORNELIUS LE BRUYR 


1701. compafs three times round, though 
had no lefs than four Captains 
in the vcflel with us, Ac length 
we difeovered the beacon of one of 
tbeillands, near to which we found 
a Rujjtan bark at anchor. It was 
now midnight and rained hard, fo 
that we refolved to flay here till 
day-light, it being too dark to fee 
our way to the Ihore j befides, there 
was not water fufheient for us fo 
togo j if there had, we fliould have 
landed, and made a fire in the woods. 
Ac day-break we proceeded on our 
way, and about fix of the clock 
reached the JVeiw about 

three leagues from the city. Here 
we ftopt, it not being permitted to 
advance any farther, without leave 
of the commanding Officer of the 
place. There are but few houfes 
at this place, where they were rai¬ 
ling Ibme forts, for fear of furprj^c 
from an enemy. Here alfo they 
were getting ready three branders, 
and a chain of ninety fathom, thick 
as a man’s arm, to obftruft the 
Swedes^ who had been every day 
dreaded, lince their laft expedition. 

J had time to make a draught of the 
place, whole houfes are at fbme di- 
Hancc from the river as appears by 


New 

Dwlcikc* 


the plate. The command ing Office r 170 r * 
appearing at laft, entertained us with 
a glals of brandy, and gave us leave 
to go on, We departed immedi¬ 
ately, and upon the arrived 
^c&angelf about nine in the morn- 
ing. I went to lodge with a coun- 
tryman of mine, called Adolphui 
^isbmjin^ who informed me the 
S’wedei had appeared in thefe parts, 
a little while before, with three men 
of war, one fty-boat, two galliots, 
and alhow, intending to deftroy the 
village of b^tjega^ ten leagues oft'. 

That they had certainly gained their j fcpt, 
end, If a c&llcd 

vyho ferved them as pilot, had not 
diverted them, by reptcfeniing, it 
would fruftrate their deligns upon 
Atchangt'L Upon this they came, 
with Etiglijh colours, before the 
raouth of the river, where they en¬ 
tered with their galliots and the 
fnow, having firft leized another 
covite to ferve them as an interpre¬ 
ter. Upon the hftcenth of yufi£ 

1701. they got the length of the 
Nfvf Dismko, about feven in the 
evening J but were vaftly furprized 
upon being received with fome dif- 
charges of cannon, the thing they 
leaft expei^d. This obliged them 
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quic one of theti galliois and che 
and to row away in their 
foj ihe other galliot, who had 
^i^en aground, but was now afloat 
0;^ain. They then returned to their 
mouth of the river, 
[he Nrai jynsinh at mid- 
and at a time of the year, 
hen the fun hardly at all difap- 
oa above the horizon. Ex- 

i>crated at this lofs and diiappoint- 
^ j^^ent, they wrecked their fury upon 
light-houfe, fetting fire thereto, 
well as to two villages Ksija and 
the firft of which' is not 
feven hours from the city on 
y#-^® iatne fide, and the other be. 

or on the other fide of the 
«r>f _ j jd fhort, they for 
days cruiied in thefe parts, 
fhaped their courle for 
rejoiced they 
^,^us got rid of them, fell to 
the wine the S^wedes had left 
great plenw, and carclefly 
A miifir^ fijnie fklvo’s for their victory, 

E«c=\^ caught hold on a barrel of 
^^cl blew up the beft part 
ycflel, which proved the 
of four of them, befides 
*hat were wounded. It is 
the S’wedes loft but one man 
this occafion, whole body fal- 
^'1^0 the water, was taken up by 
c Mofeovites. 

the fourth, feveral of our 
came to an anchor before the 
eii v'f'* previouOy fearch- 

for prohibited goods. The JEra- 


gUp drip that continued at the mouth lyp 1. 
of the river for want of a pilot, t^YXJ 
would now have come up, but had 
the misfortune to run aground In 
the attempt. The next day it blew Agrta 
fo hard, there was no going near-^"^‘ 
her to &ve any of the goods, and 
the gale incrcafing, ftve opened fo 
fuddenly, that, in lefs chan half an 
hour, Ore had 7 foot water in the 
hold. It was as much as her hands 
could do tofavethemlelves with ilieir 
cloaths, by the help of certain ropes, 
and a fmall vcflel i but they could 
get out none of the cargo, which 
chiefly confifted of tobacco. She 1701. 
was one of the flneft fhips 
had ever been feen in ihefe parts, 

She carried 300 lafts, and was bored 
for 40 guns, though they mounted 
but iS, and had but 30 men on 
board. She funk fo much in a ft tort 
time, that the fea wafhed over her. 

Her name was the R^ciulief!, and 
fbe was commanded by Captain 
BroJtts, The Hamburgberi men¬ 
tioned before, and who ran aground, 
upon the laft of muft ic ta 

Likely have undergone the fame fate* 
if they had not taken the opportu¬ 
nity of fair weather, to get out her 
lading, and fee her afloat again; 
for the place where Ihe ftruck, waa 
ftill more dangerous than where the 
Ertglijhman was loft. To conclude, 
having efcaped tbefe dangers, we 
got happily into our port, by the fa¬ 
vor of the tide. 




CHAR IL 

^^feripttm of ihe Samoeds, Their manners^ their babita- 
tiomj and way of livings 

l^^__^^^J'PONtheeAnv»r^ofThis month people called Semaedst which in the 
^ “P river with my Rupan tongue, fignifies, vion eaters^ 

• ^ about ^ ^ country houfe be or people that devour one another. 

y in ni»t- They arc almoft all wild, and 
^^od, ® ftrctch along the fea"^cbaft quite' to 

^e lavv fotne of the. Siberia. Thole, wc now faw, tvere 
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to the number of 7 or S men, and as 
many women, and were divided mio 
five different tents j and had by them 
6 or 7 dogs lied to as many flakes, 
who made a furious nolle at us as 
we drew towards them. We found 
them, both men and women, em¬ 
ployed In making of oars, and bowls 
to throw water out of boats, as alfo 
little chains, and things of this kind, 
which they fell in the city and among 
the fliips. They have leave to take 
what wood they want, for thefc ufes, 
out of the forefts. They are Ihorc 
of flature, and particularly the wo¬ 
men, who have very fmall feet. 
Theyare ofa fallow complexion, dif- 
agrecable to look at, having almoft 
all of them long eyes, and bloated 
cheeks. They have their language 
peculiar to thcmfelves, though they 
aUb underfland the RuJJian ; and are 
all clad alike in (kins of the rein¬ 
deer. They have an upper garment 
which hangs from the neck down 
to the knee, with the hair ouier- 
moft, and of different colours for the 
women, who by way of ornament, 
add flips of red and blue cloth. Theit 
hair, which is very black, hangs a- 
bout their ears like that of the fa v ages, 
and from time to time, they cut it by 
tufts at once. The women indeed 
do up a part of theirs, to which they 
hang fmall round pieces of copper, 
by a fillet of red cloth, to give them 
fomething of an air. They wear 
alfo a fur cap, white within, and 
black without. Some of them have 
their hair difheveiled like the men, 
and then it is difficult to diftinguifti 
them from the men, who very fel- 
dom have any beard, ^cept a little 
upon the upper lip, which may, per¬ 
haps, proceed from their flrange 
kind of diet. They wear alfo a kind 
of waifleoat and breeches of the 
feme flvin, with boots almofl all 
white, in which the women differ 
from the men in nothing but lifts 
or flips of black upon theirs. The 
thread they ufe is made of the finews 
of beafts, Inftead of handkerchiefs or 
towels, they ufe very fine rafpings 
or favv-dufl of birch, which they 
are never without, to wipe them 


when they fwcar, or at meals, by 1701. 
way of a liitle cleanlinels. Their 
tents arc made of the bark of trees, 
fewed together in tong flips, which 
hang down to the ground, and keep 
out the weather. They arc, how¬ 
ever, open at top, to let out the 
imoke, and therefore black there, 
though they are every where elle 
yellow or reddilh, being kept up by 
poles, whofe tops appear above the 
reft of the tent. The way inio ibefe 
their habitations is about 4 foot high, 
and covered with a great patch of 
the fame bark, which they mufl lift 
up to go in and out, and the fire 
burns in the middle of them. They 
feed upon the carcaffes of oxen, 
thcep, horfes and other carrion they 
find on the high toads, or that may 
be given them; or upon the guis 
and garbage of the fame which they 
boil and eat without ctiher bread or 
fait. While 1 was with them, lobferv- 
ed a great kettle upon the fire, full of 
thele dainties, which none of them 
thought it worth the while to fkim, 
tho’ the pot never wanted it more. 

The tent alfo was full of raw horlc- 
fleth, a horrid fight 1 Having taken 
thorough notice of all thefc things, 

I drew the defign you fee, N" 4. 

While I was about it, they gathered 1701. 
round me, and looked upon me with 
an air of fome underllanding, and^-' “* 
as if they liked the thing. In one 
of ihefe tents, 1 faw a child, about 
eight weeks old, lying in a cra¬ 
dle, or trough rather of yellow 
wood, not very unlike the lid of 
a box. This cradle had a half 
hoop at the head, and was hung by 
two ropes upon a pole. It was co¬ 
vered over with a grey cloth, tent 
falhion, but open at top, and ar 
ihc fide, to take the child our and 
put it in. The child was wrapped 
up in cloths of the fame colour, and 
bound about the breaft with ropes 
or cords, as alfo about the middle 
and the feetj but its head was bare, 
as well as a part of the neck. As 
hideous as thefe people arc in them- 
felves, this child was agreeable 
enough, and even pretty white. Not 
having lime enough to make an end 
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1701. of tny work, and Ibmc of the wo- 
men and children being abroad in 
the woods, I thought it bcA to leave 
it undone, till 1 ftould return j fo 
that we proceeded on our way, and 
in a little rime aficr^vards came to 
my friend's country houle, 
fjrrmer, WHUc wc wcfe hcrc, they brought 
us feveral forts of turnips, of vari- 
ous colours, and furpriUng beauty. 
Some of them were of purple, like 
our plums; grey, and white, and 
yellowilh, traced with a red like our 
vermilion, or fineft Jake, and more 
pleafani to the light than the car¬ 
nation. I painted fome of them in 
water-colours upon paper, and fenc 
fome of iJiem to HoHandt in a box 
of dry fand, to a friend, who was 
a lover of foch rarities. Thofe 1 bad 
painted, I brought with me to Arch^ 
angelj where they could not believe 
they were copied from nature, till 
I produced fome of the originals 
themfelves ; a certain fign they have 
there no curiodiy in things of this 
kind. You have a reprelcntation of 
them in number 5. 

1701- Upon the thirteenth 1 returned to 
Sc^. ij.cbc Samcetiiy and drew the infide of 
one of their tents, which I opened 
Sam^sir both fides for that purpofe. I 
had a friend with me, and three wo¬ 
men by me, one of which 1 got 
to hold the cradle as I would have 
her, in the prefcnce of her hulband, 
ns you may foe in number 6. 

Thcfo tents are commonly full of 
Ikins of the rein-deer, which they 
ufo to fit upon, and to Heep upon. 
And this, together with their man¬ 
ner of dreOing their victuals, which 
for the moft part is nothing but car¬ 
rion, caufos an intolerable Uench. 
My friend, who fat by me, while I 
drew the child and the cradle, was 
SifMticf fo violently affeded by it, that he 
^j^^A^.bled at the nofo, and was obliged to 
go out, tho’ we had taken care to 
prepare our foIves with brandy and 
tobacco. Nor can it be at all fur- 
prifing, for thefo people even in 
themfolves fmell very ill, which I 
attribute partly to their food and to 
their naftinefs. 

I got, as foon as^ 1 could, out of 


S L E B R U N. 

fo filthy a place, and dcfircd them to 1701. 
come to me to Archangel t with 
of their handfomefo women, and to 
let her be as fine as tliey could in 
their way, that I might draw her 
pidure. They promiied me they 
would, and were as good as their 
word. I pinted her as you foe her 
in N'’. 7. They are drefi in fkins 
of the rein* deer, adorn'd with flreaks */* 
of white, grey, and black. This 
woman was drefs’d out as a bride, and 
was very neat from head to foot,^^'"^^’ 
according to (heir fafoion. She kept 
her eyes continually fixed upon mine, 
and feenicd fo plea fed with wliat 1 
was doing, (hat another woman, 
who came with her, grew jealous ac 
it, and was angry 1 would not likc- 
wife paint her picture: but the firft 
had given me too much trouble for 
that, befidef, 1 Intended to pint her . 
hufoand. His winter drefs was what„'sAmfc^ 
1 thought moft proper for me to**""- 
draw, and 1 therefore defired him to 
appearinthar. His upper ga rment m 
was one piece of fkin, to which the 
cap he wore on his head was join¬ 
ed, He put it on and off tike a 
ftiift, fo that nothing appeared of 
him but the face, his gloves being alfo 
of a-piece with the reft of his ha¬ 
bit: and indeed, he had looked more 
like a bear than a man, had it not 
been for the fight of his face. His 
boots were faftened below the knee; 
but this drefs was fo hot, as well 
as the ftove of my room, that he 
was obliged to puli it off feverat 
times, and to go out and refrcfti him- 
felf with a little air. 

He is re pre rented, N*. 8, with a 
gut in his hand, to fbew what they 
feed upon. You foe fevera] others 
by him, and the head of a horfc 
Bead. This is, becaufo he had had 
that day given him a horfe that was 
dying, which he fenc home to 
the woods, with inexprefTiblc joy; 
he there killed him, head him, and 
foot me his head to paint. But he 
was not very willing to favor me 
with this prefont; for thefe heads are 
in as high efteem with them, as a 
calPs head Is widi us. This horfc 
was about thirty years old, and yet 
I he 
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1701. was pretty Citi and the man talked 
c-'VN^of him with as much plcafure, as 
we do of an ox in our parts, 1 at 
the fame time painted one of his 
rein-deer, and at his feet 1 placed 
his bow and arrows, with the points 
out of the quiver, as the cuftom is 
with them- They wear it upon 
their back, tied to them with a 
buckle and a ftrap or thong, which 
comes over the left fhnuldcr- On 
one fide of him you fee what the 


rein-deer feed upon, which is a iTor, 
white mofs; we ftjal) have occafion '-OTNJ 
[ofpeakofit hereafter. The head 
of the deer, in particular, i drew 
bigger than the reft, the better to 
fiicw all the parts and features of it. 

As 1 lodged in a ground room, I 
made tltc Sam^d come in to me with 
his llcdgc, drawn by his rein deer, 
and painted him in that view, to 
fiiew how thafe creatures arc har- 
nefied. 
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tyoi. Thfife fledges are commonly 8 foot 
long, and 3 foot 4 inches broad, and 
*/ rife up before after the manner of 
iioSi. our fkaccs. The driver fits crofs- 
Icgg’d, and before him is a fmall 
board rounded at top, ajtd another, 
tho’ a Jiide higher, behind him. In 
’ hrs hand he holds a long rod, with a 
knob at the end of it, wherewith to 
quicken the pace of the deer. At 
ihe end of the fledge are two round 
pieces which turn likeafwivel, over 
which the harnefs is palled, from 
thence between the legs of the crea¬ 
ture, and from thence to the neck, 
where it is fafiened to a collar. The 
rein, which he holds in his right 
hand, is tied to a firap which goes 
about the head of the deer. But as 
1 was defirous to examine fiill farther 
into the nature of this ham els, and 
to make Ibmc farther oblervation 
upon the motion of thefe creatures, 
1 got this Samoed to prepare two 
fledges with ttvo rein-deer to each, 
and we went upon the idc and crof- 
fed the river feveral times, I even 
got out of the fledge to take an ex- 
a£lcr notice of things, and to make 
a Iketch of what was before mcj up¬ 
on which ! perceived my Samoed 
had not rightly fitted the fledge he 
drove into my room. You may fee 
it reprefented in N®. p. 
thrfnfy Upon the river I obl'ervcd that the 
fnmtbf horfes fled from the fight of ihc 
rtom Jter. and the whether 

harnefled to fledges or not. The 
fame may be oblervcd in ihe city, 
and it may fuflicienily evince the 
fear thde creatures have of this peo- 
fi* Atjrtf'ple. The rein-deer run with a fwift- 
nefs furpa fling, that of horfes, rc- 
gardlclsof thc road, whether it be 
beaten ornoti they go with an equal 
pace wherever they are directed by 
the driver* hurrying along with their 
nofe in the air, and their horns on 
their back. They never fwcat, but 
when they arc tired, they loll cut 
their tongue on one fide^ and w^en 
they are much heated, they pantiike 
Mmiot j^dogs. They have three forts Qfdarts, 
to take them with. The fim have 
but onic point like common darts, 
the fecond have two, and the third 




are very Hiarp before, and fotnething 1701. 
like a wedge, and may be feen in 
the quiver in the plate. They c&llDitfu*/ 
them Sirelii the Ritjjiam call them 
Sttrlai a bow they call a Loach, 

When they go out to hunt the fquir- 
rcl, they ufc another kind of dart, 
blunt at the end, like a pear which 
they form of wood, or bone, or horn, 
to kill them without hurting the 
Ikin or the fur which would lower 
the price of them. They bunt the js# 
rein-deer in the winter-realon, and for 
that purpofe provide thcmfelvcs with 
a kind of wooden jkates,about 3 footsidfn. 
long, and half a foot broad, which 
tliey fallen to the foot before and 
behind with a ftrap. Thus fliod tliey 
will Jkim over the foow and mount 
the hilts at an incredible rate. Thefe 
ikates are lined at bottom with the 
Jkiii of the rein-deer, to prevent 
them from Aiding backwards, and 
to help them to Hop as they go up 
the hills. In their hands they have 
a long fiaff, with a fmall kind of 
lliovel at the end, with which they 
throw fnow at them to drive them 
towards the, place where they have 
prepared their toils for them, when 
they are too far off to hit them with 
their darts. At the other end of 
this fame Haff they have a fmall 
ring about four inches diameter,with 
cords croffitig each other, chequer 
fafluon, with which they Hop them- 
felvcs from time to time, the point 
of the ftafl* which goes through* 
this ting and a little beyond it, 
making its way into the fnow, 
where the ring flops it. When they 
have driven their prey into the fnares, 
where they arc taken as it w'cre in 
nets, they run and dlfpatch luch as 
cannoit free themfelves. They then 
difpofe of the Ikins either by the 
way of falc,.or rclcrve them for their 
own ufc, as has been laid, and feed 
upon ihe flelh. Nor do they reap 
lefs advantage by thofc they breed 
up tame, felling a part of them, and 
keeping the reft to draw their fledges 
in thC: winter. Whtjn a wild male 
has Coupled with a. (ame female, 
theyktiT rite fawn, which in three 
or four days time would infallsblv 

take 
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1701. to the defam. But fuch as arc 
tame, feed in the woods about the 
hutsj and come when they are cal¬ 
led, and arc eahly tnfnared when ihcy 
Fatdi/ wanted* Thcfe creatures look 
r^m-deer, Qyt f^j- ihetf own food, which is a 
certain kind of white mofs in the 
moors. They know where to find it 
tho’ ever fo deep buried in fnow, 
which they throw up with their 
feet till they have got at it. This is 
almofl their only food, iho’ they 
may alio cat grafs and hay, when 
they have none of this moh. They 
arc not very different from our Hags, 
but they are flrongcf, and have 
fhorter tegs, as may be oblerved in 
plate* They are almoll all of a 
er rr'A'whitjfh colour, tho* fome of them 

there are that are grey, and have 
hoofs of black horn. They change 
their branches every fpring, when 
they are covered with a kind of black 
foft fkin, which goes off upon the 
approach of winter. They feldom 
H'M^r live above eight or nine years. Be- 
fides this kind of chafe, they have 
another by water after feals, which 
abound in the white fed^ during the 
months of March and April^ and are 
thought to come from Nirja Zem^ 
bla to breed. They ingender upon 
the ice, where the Samiit lye in 
wait for them, drefled in a dilguife, 
which makes them look like nothing 
lets than human creatures. They 
contrive in this manner. They go 
upon the ice which fomeiiines 
AretebeS out half a league into the 
fca, with a Aaff armed with a har¬ 
poon, and with about 12 fathom of 
line faAened to it* As foon as they 
perceive any of them, they glide a- 
long upon the belly, and get as 
near them as poflible when they are 
in the ad: of ingendcring, but flop 
the minute they hnJ they are difeo- 
vcrccL They then glide on to them 
again, and being within reach, they 
throw their harpoous at them, and 
the creature is no fooner fenQblc of 
tltc wound, than betakes to the wa¬ 
ter. TheSitrMwe'^ keeps his hold and 
draws the line, which Is &flened a- 
bout his middle or to his girdle, dll 
the fcal is tpUefpent and falls into 
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his hands. Sometimes unable to bear 170 fi 
with the anguifh of his wounds, ir- 
ritated by the faltnefs of the water, 
he jumps out again upon the ice, and 
is there flain. His fleflt ferves for 
food, and his fkin cloaths the hun¬ 
ter, who fells his oil. It alio fome- n' 
times happens that the feal being 
wounded and hurrying into the wa¬ 
ter, the man, unable to get rid of 
the line about his middle, is drawn in 
after him, and there comes to ami- 
lerable end. They have much the 
fame llratagem alfo for taking of the 
rein-deer, creeping along in the fkin 
of that animal, in the miJA of 
fuch of them as are tame, till 
they arc near enough 10 dart them: 
but they muft be mindful to keep to 
leeward of them j for this creauirc 
being indued with a very nice fenie 
offmelling, would In an inflant dif* 
cover [hem ^ and thus they attain 
their end, and get good piizes for 
ihemfelvcs into the bargain. 

1 was told all this by the Sam^d 
woman who came with her huf- 
band when I drew her piAore. She 
was the prcttiefl and mo A agreeable 
of all 1 had feen of them; and I 
endeavored to be fair with her, to 
get whatever elfe 1 might defire to 
know, out of her: and towards 
which, nothing proved foeffoAtial, 
as a flock'Ctf brandy I had, which the 
women in this country fuddle with 
as freely as the men, and rill they 
can fland no longer. This is what 
happened to the woman we are now 
fpeaking of, and the fight was fo 
wondeifully pleafing toherhufband, 
that he had like to have fplit his fides 
with laughing at it. After fhe had 
got upon her feet again, flic began 
to cry moft bitterly, it Juft then com¬ 
ing into her head that (he was chiJd- 
lels, iho' file had brought four into 
the world* This was mcerpreied to 
me by the miflrefs of the hotife; re- 
flcflions of this kind will ibmefiniK 
arife in the mind when theperfbn I9 
in liquor. Talking with her, one 
day, upon the fubjefft of children, 
fhe informed me of their manner ol 
difpoCng of them after death, in 
which there is fomcthlng very rc- 

marluble. 
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hirnam As their manners and cuftoms are fame mannec they bury their wo- 
tu/- widely diScrent from what of the men^ 

kind is to be found in other na- Having thus informed my fell as 
Sunocds. mybufinefs to in- to their cuftoms and manners, I 

quire as much after them as poffi- wanted to know what might be their 
ble. Asfoon as a child is born, they belief, and their religion. To this 
give it the name of the firft creature purpofe, 1 went with my friends to 
that comes into their tent, whether whom 1 regaled with fome 

man or beaft ; or of the firft they brandy, to pur him into a good hu- 
meet with in going abroad: nay, it mour, for without that they are very 
is no uncommon thing with them, mute, and care not to fpeak. At that 
to impofe on it the name of whatever inftanc 1 called to mind, that in fcrlp- 
ihcy happen to fee firft after the cure it is faid, ^ beatkn •without 
birth, whether river, tree, or ought the kn&wUdge of the /i!W, did neuer-^ 
elfe. Children that die after they tbeUfs by tbo light of mtun fulfl the 
arc a year old, arc put into the earth itm j and thence I concluded this 
between planks or boards, people might polTibly have fome 

When they have a mind to marry, knowledge in this refpedi Having St£tf^ 
they look out for a woman they like, aiked him fome qgeftions upon thisri# S*- 
and bargain for her with her neareft head, he told me, he believed with 
relations, juft as we buy a horfe or his countrymen There was a heaven 
an ox. They give for a wife two and a God, whom they called Hty&a 
or three or four rein-deer, which are or Deity i that they were perfuad- 
tommorly reckoned at t 5 or 20 cd there v*s nothing greater or 
F/or/nr a-pieccj a fum equivalent to more mighty than God i that eve- 
which is fome limes paid, according ry thing depended on him; that A- 
as the agreement happens to be. the common father of all man- 

• Thus they take as many wives as they kind, was created by God, or pro¬ 
can maituain, tho' there are ^mong ceeded from him, but that hla de- 
ihem who are contented with one. feendants neither went to heaven or 
When a wife no longer plcafes to hell. That all who did well would 
them, they have nothing to do but be feated in a place above hell, and 
to fend her back again to her friends enjoy the happinefs of paradife, and 
or relations that loid her, and they feel no pain. They ncvertheleft wor- 
arc obliged to take her again, the huf- fhip their idols, adore the fun and 
band (landing to the lofs of the pur- moon, and other planets, and even 
chafe he gave for her. 1 have been told certain hearts and birds, juft as the 
there are other Samoeds that inhabit whim takes them, or juft a£ they 
along the fea coaft and in Siberia, expefl to get any good by them, 
who marry in the fame manner, and They have a fore of a piece of iron 
jell their wives when they no longer before their idols, to which they 
like them. When their faihet dies hang a number of flicks of the thick¬ 
er their mother, they keep their nefs of a knife-handle, the length 
bones and never bury them j and I of a finger, and fharp at one end, 
have been informed by eye-wit- whereby they intend to reprefenc ' 
nclTes, that they even drown them the head of a man, and by little hole* 
when they are very far advanced in to exprefs the eyes, the nofe, and 
years, and of no farther ufe. In the mouth, Thefe fmall flicks are 


ftiort, when a man is dead, they 
drefs him juft as when he was alive, 

put him bto a pic, and cover him a bear, or wolf, or fome fuch thing. 



They 


CORNELIUS LE BRUYN. 


1701. They have among them a pcrfon 
cal! Sxdmdw, or Ksti iifmckf 
which fignifies a pricft, or a magi- 
dan, and they believe this man can 
foretel them the good and evil that 
is to happen to them j whether or 
no they ihall be lucky in the chafe i 
whether pcrlbns lick Aiall recover 
again, and much more of the kind. 
When they wane him to tell them 
any thing, they fend for him, and 
putting a rope about hia neck, they 
pull It fo hard that he falls down for 
dead. At the end of fome time he 
begins to move, and comes by de¬ 
grees to hinafclf again. When he 
is going to foretel any thing, the 
blood ilarts out of his cheeks, and 
flops when he bas donej when he 
begins again, it runs afrefli; and 
this 1 was aflured by perfons who 
had oftentimes been eye-wicnefles of 
it. Under Uieir garments thefe ma¬ 
gicians wear plates of iron, and 
rings of the fame, which make a 
frightful noife when they come in: 
But thofe who live in thefe parts 
have no fuch thing th(y only wear 
a net of cat-gut or ought elfc, to 
which they fallen the teeth of all 
forts of creatures. When one of thefe 
Kfiedlfaicishi^^nz to die, they raife 
him a monument of timber, clofe 
on all fides, to keep out the wild 
bcalls. Then they lay him out 
thereon, drefled in his beft array, 
and place his bow, his quiver, and 
his hatchet by him. To this monu¬ 
ment they tie a rein-deer or two, if 
the deceafed had been poflelTed of 
any in his life-time, and there they 
leave them to Aarve, if they can¬ 
not get loofe and make their efcape. 
All this, which 1 had from people 
who live in thofe parrs, was confirm¬ 
ed to me by a RitJJian merchanr, cal¬ 
led MicbaeiOJialiofi whom Imvlied 
for that purpofe, knowing he had 
crofled Siberia^ both winter and 
fummer, in his way to China^ and 
that he had travelled that way for 
fourteen years together. He was a 
man about fixty years old, found of 
mind and body, and told me thefe 
Sam'edi fpread along on all fidcs to 
die great rivers of Sikriaf fuch as 
VoL, I. 
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the which fall into the great 

ocean. The la A of them Is a tl- 
mit to divide the dominions fn^Muf- 
cffvy from thofe of C 6 i»af and there¬ 
fore thefe people never crofs it. Be¬ 
tween the rivers of Lena and j 4 mur 
are the yaheeieti who are Tartars, 
and the Lamoetkie, who feed upon 
rein-deer like ihe Samoeds-, they are 
to the number of 30,000, or there* 
abouts, bold and warlike. Towards 
the fea-coaft there is another nation 
they call yaectgerie or Joegra, Thefe Otlur fa- 
are in all refpedls like the Sa/nedds,^^^'*' 
drefs after the fame manner, and 
live in defarts. Lik« dogs they de¬ 
vour the guts and garbage of all forts 
of creatures quite raw 1 and all thefe 
people fpeak different languages. 

There is alfo a fourth kind of them 
called Ksrahie, from the country 
they inbabie, and who live after the 
manner of the Sameedi- To thefe 
alio may be added a fifth, called 
Sefg^, who flit their cheeks, and 
put in bones of the narwhale to 
help the fear which they efteem an 
ornament. Among thefe, the men 
wafhihcmfclvcs with the urine of the 
women, and the women with that of 
the men. They pafs for very wick¬ 
ed wretches, and are reported to be 
deep in magic; And indeed they boaft 
of it, and always carry about with 
them the bones of their Fathers for 
fuch ufes. But what is ftill more 
extraordinary, they worfhip the 
viS, and proftnute their wives and 
daughters to the Arangers that hap-Wifr/- 
pen to be among them ; a civility 
they deem to be abfolutely due to 
Arangers. How wide is the difie- 
rence between the manners of thefe 
nations and thofe of ihs Eur&^t'ani f 
The Raf/ian who informed me of all 
thefe tnkigs, told me farther, that 
after a five or fix weeks journey, 1^* 
yond where thefe people mhabir, 
he met with a fixth fort towards the 
fea-coaA, and tliac they were call^ 
Lafaik Soigtjk, or CmcbarU Soegtp, 
from their lying or 
tent® during all the winter fealon. 

They arc made of the fldn of the 
narwhale, and are covered with fhow 
E for 


c 0 R N E L I U 

1701. for five months in the year. They 

c<'*v^ provide quantides of the whale, 
which they dry, and never go out 
rill fpring. They fey, that feme 
years ago, the Sameds of thefe pacts 
had got a trick of wounding the cat¬ 
tle of the Mujavites between the 
fmall ribs, or tn the car, with a ve¬ 
ry fine iron, upon which the poor 
creatures languiihed for a time and 
then died, to the great joy of thefe 
people who had them to eat. But 
being difoovered, many of them were 
feized, who were hung up, fomeby 
the legs, and others by the middle, 
as an example to the red. Notwlth- 
fianding the terror thb mull have 
given them, they began again laft 
winter, and fome of them were lock¬ 
ed up for it; but they made their 
efcape, leaving behind them only a 
little child, which the Governor of 
the province cook care of, and had 
it baptized into the Riifjian church. 

Anrw While 1 fbid here, 1 wasalfo in- 

Sfasii. formed, that about feven years ago 
they had dheovered an ifland to the 
left of China, and that k had been 
brought under the fubje^ion, 

thrf (I required at leaft a year to tra¬ 
vel between that and That 

it abounded with fables and other 
furs; that it was not as yet known 
but it might alib afford other com¬ 
modities of value, and that the in- 
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habitsnt, were juft like [hole we 1701. 
have been talking of. 

Upon the eighteenth oi jg, 

we had a violent ftorm which blew off 
the roofs of feveral houfes. I was chen^"^"' 
at dinner with the Sieur "H&uttnany 
little dreaming of what was to come 
to pafsi but going out of the houfe, 
there fell fevcral timbers and planks 
clofe by me, and made me hurry 
into the houfe again. As thofe in 
the houfe had been fenfibte of no¬ 
thing of the kind, they were furpria- 
ed at what I told them, and Ibme- 
body going up to the garret, found 
moft of the roof demolilhed, and 
we returned our thanks to God for 
my prefervation. 

Upon the twenty-fifth, about noon, 
there arrived joo dragoons 
Mfitew, in four barks. It was up- 
on a Sunday, and every body ran to 
the water fide , and as every one 
had Ins beft cloaths on, it was alight 
agreeable enough. 

Our laft (hips departed on thcp^^p, 
fourteenth of OBoher for Hoiland, and iT ti>i^ 
got happily Xf> fea, except the 
Eagle, who ran afhorc by the mea¬ 
dows, They were obliged to take 
out half her loading to get her afloat 
again; and even that would not have 
faved her, if the weather had been lefe 
fair than it was. Upon the nineteenth 
fhe got out CO fea with the reff. 



CHAP. III. 

Defcrlptkn of Archangel. Abundance of ProvifonSo Re¬ 
venue of the CufiomSi &c. 


A'BOUT 9 mile anti a half to 
/ i the weft ward of Jrcbat^el, the 
hgj a fine and pleafant yard, by 
Pqj, building of Ihips, All 
ftiipping that go and come pafs by 
it. There were fevera! at anchor, 
waiting for others to make up a fleet 
homeward bound, when I drew the 
‘I701, profpc£t in N® lo. This dock-yard 
190a. IS diflinguifhcd by the letter A. At 


a point of land in the river^ you 
may obferve a fhip with her decks 
unlaid. The village hard by, at 
the letter B, is call^ Stram&oL 
The city of Axbat^el is in the Ardai- 
norch-weftern parts of Mujem^y, and gel, 
lies to the north-eaftward of the 
Hwina, which falls into the Tea about 
fix leagues lower. It lies along the 
banks of the river, and may be up¬ 
wards 
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i^ot, wards of two miles tong, and about 
three quarters of a mile in breadth. 
ntPoiaa. Its chief building Is the palace, which 
is of frcc'ftonc, and divided into three 
parts. The foreign merchants have 
their goods and focne apartments in 
the firft, which is to the left as you 
come op from the river: And here 
alfo arc lodged (he merchants that 
come annually from Mufeaw^ and 
(lay till the laft fhips return home. 
Strangers that come annually, arc 
accommodated here, and in like 
manner ; but foon after the (hips 
arc gone, which is generally in 
heTf they remove to other places 
till they go back to MoftffVft in the 
months of Nffvetnber and Decemheft 
vrhen the ways are proper for a fledge 
to move upon the fnow; and the 
ice fo ftrong that the rivers may be 
crofled. 

As you go into the palace, you 
go under a great gate, which ad¬ 
mits you into a fquare court, where 
are the warehoujfca to the right and 
to the left- Above, there is a long 
gallery, to which you may go up by 
two ftair-cafes, and from whence 
you go to the lodgings of the mer¬ 
chants wc mentioned juft now. The 
fecond part of this palace has a gate 
like the firft, and there you have 
another building; At the end of 
which is the town-houfe, with I'cve- 
ral apartments in it. You go up 
fome Iteps, and then you come into 
a long gallery, from whence on the 
left-hand you go into the place where 
Crtur# they keep their courts; above which 
jafiiu* there is a door that goes into the 
ftrccr. The fentences arc all exe¬ 
cuted in this palace, except in cafes 
of condemnation to death, which 
are exhibited in the places appointed 
by the fentence. The things belong¬ 
ing to his Czarian Majclly are kept 
in thb palace, in magazines of wood 
and (lone, eredled for the purpofe, 
though they are fomeumes ufed by 
the merchants. When you have 
palTed the third gate, you fee another 
body of building, for what belongs 
to the Ru0antf and where alfo the 
merchants of that nation have their 
abode; but they are not fo comtno- 


dioudy provided for as the merchants 170 1 * 
that are foreigners. The fpace or 
fquare before this palace Is pretty 
large, and goes down quite to the 
river. When (hips come here in 
fommer, they raifetwo great timber 
bridges, that jet out uuo the river, 
for the convenience of loading and 
unloading. The bridges they have 
for corn are pretty large. 

The citadel, where the governor Ilf QVi- 
cakes up his refldence, is full of'^'^^' 
(hops, where the who come 

at the lime of the fair, expole their 
mcrchandirc. It is furrounded with 
a wall of wood, which jftretches 
down to the river. 

All the houfes of this city are ofi 5 K-Wi»ffv 
wood, or to fpeak plainer, are built 
of vaft pieces of timber join'd toge¬ 
ther, and look odd enough from 
without; and yet in feme of the 
principal houfes you may meet with 
fine apanmems, and particularly 
among the foreign merchants. The 
walls of them are even and fmooth 
within, and wainfeotted with boards; 
the limbers being only, or chiefly, 
for fupport. There is commonly a 
(love to each room, which they light stfvp. 
from without; moft of them are 
very large, and fo contrived as to be 
ornamental. The Mcrcbantt from 
beyond fedy for fo they call the chri- 
ftian ftrangers that live among them, 
arc as nice in their houfes as the 
niceft among ourfelves; their apart¬ 
ments are full of pidlures, and finely 
fornifhed. 

The ftreets are covered with broken 
timbers, and fo dangerous to crofs,A"'^* 
that a man continually runs the ha¬ 
zard of falling and doing himlelf a 
mifehief j befides, that they are full 
of the rubbifla of houfts, which, 
in many places, looks like the ruins 
of a fire; but the fnow that falls in 
winter covers and makes all fmooth 

and even. . 

There are two churches in 
city, the one for the Calvinlfts, and 
other for the Lutherans, where they 
preach twice every Sunday, They 
are not far from each other, by .the 
river-fide. The minifter lives on one 
fide of the church, and the church- 
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1701 yard, where they bary after our man- 
i-'^YN/ncr, is between both. They have 
no fervicc in the churches during 
winter^ it is to cold 1 but they meet 
in a room of the minifter’s houfe 
which is well heated for the purpofe. 

^ ^ 3 view of this ctiy on the 

river from on board one of our Ihips 
at anchor: you have it in N» 11, 
where every particular it diOinguint- 
cd by a numeral figure, or at Icaft 
what is to be feen; at (i) 
Bvgmtdifzat or (he church of the 
repofe of the yirvi/t Mary, (i) The 
Church, fi) The church 
of the Cahint^. (4) The palace 
of Germat^. (^) The court of ju* 
nice and arfcnal of the great Duke. 

The Ru£iait ^acc, (y) The 
houfe of the GijoJi or great cufto- 
iticr, upon the river. ^8; The great 
church, The citadel. The Go¬ 
vernor had formerly an abfolute pow¬ 
er over thii city, but the form of 
its government was changed laft year, 
and four Burgomafters were appoint¬ 
ed; the firft of which lives in the 
city, (he fccond at K^mtgra^ and the 
two others in the oct^Hbouring pUoea: 
fo that the authority of the gover¬ 
nor is confined to the militia, the 
Burgomaftert being at the head of 
the civil aflairs, and the police. 
Every year, about the time the mer¬ 
chants arrive, there comes a great 
cuftoincr, or nufter of the cuftoms, 
to watch over the dutia belonging 
to hb Czarian Majefty, and to buy 
what the court has occafion for. 
This gTMt officer has four ifllftants 
or deputies who ad in ha abrence, 
and are intided or 

Sub-Delegates t from among which 
he himfelf is chofen. Befides thcic, 
there are others taken from among 
the people, 4 number not timite^ 
who are c^loyed In the towns and 
villages. Ineie people arc obl^cd 
to lerve, for a year, without pay or 
reward, and to obey all orders from 
the chi^s of the euftofm and their de- 
potiei I with regard had to the dutks 
^ revenuesarifmg to the greatDuke, 
'I hey arc feni every where, and, in 
of need, have foldicn allowed 
them to prevent frauds and fidze 
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fmugters.When they have ferved.their 1 yoi\ 
year out,others are fern in their ftead.v^VNj 

All the neceflariesof life abound in tf 
this city: plenty of fowl very cheap; 
a partridge is not worth above two¬ 
pence. There arc two forts of them, 
the Brft of which light upon trees, 
and look like owls, but are perfect¬ 
ly good: the others arc white in 
wiitter, an extraordinary thing, and, 
in the language of the country, 
are called Keer^ie, There arc 
alfb here two forts of Tfftm, birds 
as big a$ our turkeys, and of a fine 
feather: the cocks are commonly 
black, with a mixture of a very deep 
blue j the hens are fmallcr, and 
fpeckicd with grey. Hares are to 
the full as plenty, and fell but for 
a groat a-piecc; they are white in 
winter, and the rabbits are black. 
Woodcocks are there worth two¬ 
pence or three pence a-piece. You 
have there alfo plenty of ducks, and, 
among t he reft, a fort called Gagara, 
who are very rwtft of flight, and 
mount vaftly aloft. While they arc 
00 the wing, they make a noilc not 
ve^ unlike the human voice. They 
fwim with as much rapidity as they 
fly, but they cannot run, becaufe 
their feet come out from ^hind. 

The rivers abound with fifti; yuu jf. 
may here have as many perch 
would fetvc twenty people for twen-''^- 
ty-pence. The beft are the Karoe/fi. 
they are the finallcft, but of fuch 
a flavour, as, 1 belkve, is unknown 
in our country t and therefore I pre^ 
ferved feme of them in fpiriia In 
ftwpc they are very nearly like a 
roach, brown, with bright and fhin. 
ing fcalet. The pike is alfb very 
common here, as well as a delicious 
Wnd of fmall eels. Plenty alfo here 
is of fi^ltt, gudgeons, roadi, whir- 
ingf, floundera, and a brown fifh 
they call Gariut, of a moft exnuifiic 
tafte, ^ nearly the fize of a mcl- 
vel or fmall codd. All ihcfc fifli are 
taken about twelve milts from the 
oty in a ceruin gulf or bay, form- 
“ the river, and where the wa- 
ncedkfi to 

of the falmon, wbkh every body 
knows ij from hence fent, falted 
^ and 
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1701. and fmoaked, to all pans. There 
alfo a whtie fort of them^ the 
MuJcTJiUi call Mfilma, and are taken 
upon the coalb of I^pfaJid, which 
are dried before they are fent abroad, 

I faw one not very unlike a fay, 
and about two foot over behind, 
which they call Pa/ciskaet: they find 
two mice in him, called and 

a medicinal oil. 

ji/Mf, Meal allb abounds in the nuatkct i 
you there buy the beft beef in the 
world for a penny a pound j a lamb, 
of about fix weeks, for fifteen-pence j 
a calf of the fame age for thirty 
or forty-pence, according to the fea- 
fon. Every body here breeds rur- 
kics. You may have four or five 
fowls, oragoole, for feven or eight- 
pence, Their beer is very gotJd, but 
muft be neither fold nor brewed 
without a grant from the great Duke, 
which is allowed for a certain yearly 
rum; but an inhabitant may brew 
as much as he wants for bis family 
upon paying the value of fifty pence 
for a certain number of quarters of 
malt. There are even thofe who 
are free from this exclfe, 
mm and ^ Wine and brandy are brought hi- 
brmdj. 'tijcr by lea from Fruftccr but the 
lad is very dear becaufe of the heavy 
duty upon it. However they ex¬ 
tract a kind of malt fpirit, which is 
very good, and fold reafonably e- 
nough. Strangers drink no other. 
Rrsfnmtf Thc Cxar has, eve^ year, a coi^ 
/^ri^f,f^(}efable revenue levied upon this 
city. It was formerly faid the du¬ 
ties anaounted to 300,000 rubles; 
but upon an exad inquiry I found 
they did not, in my time, reach be¬ 
yond 180, or 190,000, of the fame 
rubles, each being about equivalent 
to 5 florins of Dutch money* There 
ufually arrived thirty or thirty five 
of our fiiips in a year j but in this 
laft there came fifty, befides thirty 
three EngUpy to which, if we add 
the Ihips from Hamburgh Denmark^ 
and Bremen^ the whole will amount 
to one hundred and three fail; the 
reafon of which was the war with 
S-tsedcfty which put a Hop to the 
trade the Mujicntitei carried on with 
Riga^ Nerja^ i2i"ifr4 even Kstt- 
VoL. f. 
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ntgibfrg and Datitmtck i fo thjt'the 1701, 
whole trade of Ru^ia is now center- 
id In yIrchaagcL They compute al¬ 
fo that his Czariatt Majcfty has, this 
year, received, upon the goods from 
the arrival of the firft Ihip, in this 
port, to the laft, thefiunof 130,000 
rubles, or 260,000 Tlxdollars. It is 
an agreement that half tbele duties 
be paid in rubles, and the other 
half in golden ducats; if payment 
was offered to be made all in du¬ 
cats, they would not receive ir, iho’ 
they never refufe rix-dollars. This 
is to be underftood of foreign goods, 
the chief of which are goldand filvcr 
ftuffs, and filks, cloths, ferges, gold 
and lilvcr laces, (Sc. gold wyre, in¬ 
digo, and other materials tor dying. 

But to return to the cuftoms, levied 
upon foreign mcrcbaiidile, it is to 
be obferved, that from the year 
1667, to 1699, they paid the fum 
of twenty rix-dollars on every calk of 
wine, whereas for three years paft they 
have paid but five. They nevcrthelefs 
pay thirty fix rix-dollarsonevery bar¬ 
rel of brandy, and forty on a pipe of 
Bfanip wine containing two barrels, 

■ From Mojcouyy it*to other parts, 
they export por-alhes, and weed- 
alhes for foap, leather, hemp, tal¬ 
low, elks, other Ikitis, and fursj all 
goods of the natural growth of the 
country. They lay alfo, that the 
rivers of Kola, Warfigha, Wufma, 
and 5o/iVr, produce mufetes that yield 
a very good fort of pearl. They 
are feme times worth twenty five flo¬ 
rins a-piecc,' and even twice that 
money in the neighbourhood of 

Omhey- 

This is all I was able to inform 
myfclf during the time I ftaid here j 
whac hours I bad to fpare, 1 dedi¬ 
cated to the converfation ol theSicura 
Braati and Bup, who m,idc it their 
bufineft to oblige me. They there 
divert themfelvcs with gaming, danc¬ 
ing, drinking and eating, and even 
lil) it is pretty late in the nigh^ ^vir. 

contributed nofmall (hare to 
thefo diverfions, being a great lover 
of muficj excellent pertormcr 
upoQ the harpfichord, 

F 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Author goes from Arcbangel. H<yw the Ruffians travel 
in Winter, Dejcription of Wologda and of the Monaftery 
of Trooyts, His Arrival at Mofcow. 


T701. T LEFT jircbmigel upon the 
0''V^ ^ twenty Jirfi of December^ about 
11 D«. jjj afternoon, in company 

/•Krth-wiihMr. who had two fol- 

infid. (jiers with him, and a P<J(A£?a/p;, 
or an order for horfes upon the road 
^atis^ though the people however 
get fome money upon the occa- 
lion. He had fix fledges, to which 
1 added mine, having difpofed of 
my baggage among that of Mr, 
Brants, When you refolve upon 
s/this journey, you mu ft provide your 
r™wAi^.felf with fledges at jircbamelt for 
you can meet with no Horfe upon 
the road. The fledges arc fo con¬ 
trived that a perfon may lie along 
in [hem very conveniently; you muft 
have your own bed, and good things 
to cover you up warm from the 
cold, which is exceflive in this coun¬ 
try, The hinder part of the fledge 
they cover with marts, and the reft 
they line either with cloth or lea¬ 
ther. Then over-head you have a 
fkin lin’d with cloth or leather, to 
keep off the rain and fnow. They 
travel day and night, each fledge 
with two horfes, which they change 
every fifteen werfts, five of which 
make a German league. The Ruf- 
fians cry out 'Wtrjla, at tlie end of 
every werft, which at prelent con¬ 
tains about a hundred fathom, each 
fathom three arftennes^ or Dutch 
ells. You go out of the fledge but 
once a day to refrefli your Iclf. Hav¬ 
ing pafled through fevera! vil¬ 
lages, we, upon the twenty J'ecend^ 
° alMUt three in the afternoon, came 
toKalmegorat about fifty werfts from 
ArchangtL 

This city is pretty large, and to 
Utt, *1. the fouthweft of the Dwina^ one of 
the chief rivers of Rii$a. It rifes in 
the fouthera parts of the province 
of IVckgda^ and after a long courfe. 
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being increafed by other rivers In its I70I, 
way, it, by two mouths, dlfcharges^'^'^^'^^ 
itfelf into the U^hite-Sea, a little 
below Archangel, Mr. Kinfsus being 
acquainted with thtVladika^ or Arch- 
bimop of this city, we went to pay 
him a vifit. He received us vcry(^^w/'>< 
kindly, and treated us with 
mon-water, red wine, and an excel- mvgora. 
lent beer, the common drink of the 
country. He gave us alfo fame Egyp~ 
tian dates, and levcral other refrelh- 
ments. He was a man of fifty years 
of age, and his name was Affmajfi, 

He refided in his own palace, which 
is pretty large, and joins to the mo¬ 
naftery. Having pafled two very 
agreeable hours with this prelate, a 
man of good fenfe, and a lover of 
polite learning, he carried us to fee 
an armory he had below; in which, 
among others, were two fmall brats 
guns of his own cafting, and two 
iron pieces taken out of the Swedijh 
vcflTcls we formerly fpokc of. When 
we took leave of him, he ordered 
five of his clergy to attend us to our 
inn* one of them carrying five loaves, 
and the others dried fifti and other 
rcfrelhments. About ten at night 
we went away with frelh horfes, 
which we bad (bme trouble to pro¬ 
cure, becaufe a number of travel¬ 
lers, provided with Podwodens as 
well as we, had lately paflfod by, and 
taken up almoft all the horfes in the 
town. 

Upon the twenty third we had fine 
weather, and palTed through feveral 
woods full of fir, of two forts i the 
branches of the one {hooting out at 
the fides of the trunk, and of the 
other only from the head. There 
were alfo alders and birch-trccs. 

From hence we went on to fever at 
villages, and at length to Saske, the 
taft in the Jtirifdidlion of Archangel. 

From 
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From ihcnce, upon the (Bwt/v/ia,r//j 

got to I^„frUk, in tbe coiwtty 
^llVatg^ where we took freft horfc 
and were lei-cral times to crofs the 
river of that name. Upon the 
fte r’ twenty fifth we arrived at S^Je 
the capital of ihe country of 
upon the fame river. Upon the 
f^^iiyfixtb we went through a great 
village, called wLe 

once a week, they have a great mar¬ 
ket. Upon the twea/y fiventb to 
Upon xhctiL'entytigbtb, hav¬ 
ing palfcd through fevcral villages, 
we crofT^ the great foreft of AiiV 
naj full twenty werlls in breadth, 
and came to I>u;ieriitfe^ upon the 
river of the fame name, where we 
were told that three Rufian mer¬ 
chants, from Anbangtl, had not 
Jong before been plundered by twen¬ 
ty fix robbers on the highway^ rhac 
one of thefe robbers had taken away 
a filver crofs from the chief of thefe 
merchants, a man I knew, though 
his companions had done all they 
could to prevent htmi the crofs here 

^ breaft, 

and held m great veneration: that 
even this rafcal wore a crofs hitnfelf. 
which he took from his own neck 
^d put about the merchant’s, faying 
There, we have changed cr^h we 
are brethren. This p&e of news 
pve us a good deal of uneafinefs ^ 
but having wetghed the matter, we 
refolved lo ptij^ ou, and not wait 
for the merchants that might come 
rom j c^^el, and got ready our 
arms to defend us in cafe of need. 
Upon the twenty ninth we got to 

from ihcnp reached m/agda about 
‘Jircc 111 the afternoon. This city 
^kes a good figure on this fide. 

We got out at the houfeof theSieur 

meTcC T'' 

merchant 1 was acquainred with at 
At change/, who received us wiih 
g«« CiviKly. The next d.y I walk¬ 
ed .bout the town, 

church called Saiair- Jr h ^ n.,- 

iir4 ■ '’"“f■’if who 

This church has five domes, which 
the R,fiiani call Giafa, or Htadi 
4 
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Oturchesi they are covered with I'^or 
rK i!^ alio rhere are twenty other 
toe alfo Jomw covered with tin 
ave a fine edeft when ihe Oin Ihines 

Z^tTf '^'ff-y-bree^W 

enurcbes of wood, three convents of 

with™ de^ceMS^^^ 

Lin dtr’Xtte r ffi° ^ 

view of fh.r L M? ^ fumcient 
the ml L buildings, I went to fee 
ine markets; they are fuiJ nf 

and 1 took notice that each article ifas 
afeparaie place for iheiale of it- 
meat in one place, wood in another, 

through the gate of a great building 
which has never been compfeatef 

tbe Czar /van 
who defigned it for a 
citadel i but the fear ihey were then 
under of xheTartars, who had made 
hJs Prince retire from Mo^emn, was 
the caufe ic was never finifhed 1 
then wenyo walk on ihe fide of 
me river /V^ogda, which runs thro' 
this city. The other fide which is 

though ,c be part of one and the fame 

city, has nevenhelefs another gover¬ 
nor, it IS a good league in length, and 
a quarter of a league in breadth, more 
or Jets, in feme places. Jr is the 
thoroughfare for all the goods that 
com^efrom^rcitf^^^/. and [here are 
at this time, three or four warchoufes 
for the goods belonging ro our nation. 

This cjt^y IS m £y degrees, j5 minutes, 
of northern laiitudc, on the cart of 
the river, which is pretry broad. 

Upon the^ thirteenth, at ten at nighr, r 70 r. 
we fee out from hence, and alSuthcJ jo. 
fix the next morning we reached'’^^ 
Greelmwfts, having travelled forty 
werfts. We there baited our horfes 
and need they had of ir, for we had 
ftill twenty werfts to go. That day 
we met with fifty fledges, feme of 
which bad left Archangel before 
wc did, and fome after. But we 
did not all travel the fame way; there 

W'erc 




20 


CORNELIUS LE BRUYN. 


1701. were but twenty of them that look- we had paflfed by as we came in 1704, 

towards Mafemut and at noon with the village. It is furrounded 
we arrived at Obfmrkoy^jam, whi- with a fine and high wall of ftone, 
ther we had difpatchcd a foldier be- which is the material throughout 
fore us, to get us frefh hories. Six- the whole fabric. At the corners 
ty ieven werfls from thence we came of this wall> which is fquare, arc 
Diniffof- a fine and large bvirgh, fine nobie and large round towers; 

where there Is trade, and a fine llud between which there are others that 

of ho ties, above two ihoufand of are fquare. Two of thefe JafI; you 
which belonged to the Czar. have upon the front, they are the 

1702, The^V^ day of the year 1702, fineft, and the road goes by them, 

jafl. I. we came to yerejldw^ one of the This monaftery, which has three 

chief cities of ; the runs gates in front, is a good quarter of 
fh* Woiptiot fii'" off* and is there very broad; a league from the village which lies 
we crafled it, and then the Kotrhi to the right-hand of it, as you go 
not fir from whence to the fouth- xo Mofc^wi that in the middle, which 
ward, it falls into the IVolga. There 1 chofc to go in by, had two arcades, 
is a great number of ftone churches under which there was a little corps 
in this city, which 1 fh all have c- de garde^ where there were foldier s, 
nough to fay of hereafter, having, as well as to that without. When 
at my return, taken views of them you arc through this gate, you fee 
all When we had crofTed the Ko- the principal church ffanding in the 
iris, we went into a fuburb called middle, and feparate from the reft 
*Troeperu>ef where we changed horfes, of the buildings. His Czarian Ma- 
We left that place at ten at night, jeflys apartment, very fumptuoits 
Rodof. Rod upon the Jhond wc came rojR^- and royal without, is on the right- 
uy which wc only traverfed- The hand; and the front being very ex- 
i^chbifhop has his refidence in this tenfive, you go up to it by two flights 
city, full of fionc churches, which of flops: it U fcveral florlcs high; 
are a great ornament to it. It is but the in fide does by no means cor- 
feated, to the right of the lake of refpond with the our. The refec- 
the fame name. When we had crof- *ory, another great edifice, is oppo- 
fed this lake, wc difeerned a great fiteto this and like it. All the win- 
number of fmall Tillages, moft of dows are adorned with little pillars, 
whofe inhabitants live upon garlic and the Hones are painted of fevcral 
and onions. The monaftery of Pf«. colours. The church we juft now 
1702, Ur 'ZarowitZt which is furrounded mentioned is between thefe two 

is but half a league There are four others confiderablc 

Tltl A t mill^ in rnA- __J _ sT __ ll . mm - ^ 


oft' At one in the afternoon we came and five fmaller. From without tliU 
to having travelled thirty mo nailery has the look of a for ircfs ■ 

Cjgbt Werfts: we there dined, and and the archimandrite or abbot, is* 
at the end of twenty werfts more the chief in authority. Here arc 
we Mme to Pere/^ ScUsiiiy, cap!- commonly two or three liundred 
iioiokoy. tal of the province of that name; it monks, and fomc of them attended 
IS but a poor fort of a diy, and us every where with a good deal of 
Hands upon a lake. It was nine civility. This monaftcry is rich in 
of the clock when we came thither, endowments, levying its revenues up- 
and we left it at midnighr. Upon on 60,000 pcafants that depend therc- 
tne f&irdt about fix in the morning, on ; not to fpeakof the great perfona- 
we went ^ro' ^iertekrewa. From ges here inrombed, nor the malTcs 
rrtoj tT. thence to Trocytz you mull continu- that are here .c* pn.. 



came 
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T702. came to the village of Brato Fhia^ 
wc were obliged to ftay lili 
midiiight, to have our baggage 
fetched, which is here to be fet¬ 
ed, and not opened again till in the 
jj.w.^cuftom-houfc at Meje^^^ where we 
arrived upon the fourth^ at eight in 
the morning, and alighted at the 
flabode, or privileged quarter of the 
Gerrnam, where moft of the Gran¬ 
gers take up their abode; though 
there are thofe of them that live in 
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the city, I went direflly to Mr. 1702* 
to whom 1 Ji^d b^cn 
commended by Mr. Brants, who 
In^d in the fame place, and was but 
juft arrived from Archangel. The 
Czar paid him a vifit the next day 
attended by fcvcral Lords of his courJ 
m Hedges, of which his Majefty's 
made the leaft Glow. This vifit |afted 
for two hours; and this was the firft 
time 1 had the honour of feeing this 
mighty Monarch.- 



CHAP. V. 

The Author is admitted to the Prefence of hit Czarian Ma- 
jejiy. Confectotion of the heater and Fire-work at Mofeow. 


1702. Tp VER fince the year 1649', it 
-Li has been a cuftom with the 
Czars of Mufeovy to vifit the chief 
Cxcti. of their own fubjedts, or of the fo¬ 
reigners, whether in the city of 
cm it feir, or in the llabodc of the 
Cerntans, a little before 
On this occafton the perfon honoured 
gives a treat, and this they call fla- 
weicn. They go attended with the 
Princes, Lords, and other great per- 
fonages of their court. This cere¬ 
mony began the year 1702, upon 
the third esi January old ftile. The 
firft vifit was to Mr. Brandts, where 
about nine in the morning the Czar 
came, and about three hundred per- 
fons in fledges and on horfc-back. 
The tables were covered in very 
good order, and ferved immediately 
with fcveral dainties of cold meats, 
and afterwards hor. They were 
very merry, and there was no want 
of liquor. His Majefty withdrew 
about two in the afternoon, and 
went thence with his whole court 
to Mr. Laps, where he was treated 
in the fame manner, and from thence 
to feverat other places. Then they 
went to reft thcmfelves in houfes pre- 
pared for that purpofe. The 
day, among others, he paid a vifit to 
our Rcfident Mr. Huljl. This Mi- 
Vox. I. 


niftcr made mention of me to the 
Czar, upon the rccornmcndation of 
Mr, fyiifm, Eiffgo-maftcr, and 
CounfclJor of the city of Amficrdarn, 
and did me the honour to invite me; 
and ordered that 1 fliould be placed 
in a room, through which the Czar 
was to pafs. As luck would have 
it the KLnez or Prince od^rachehktAy 
came into this place, and having no 
knowledge of me, and perceiving me 
to be a ftranger, he afked me, in 
Italian^ I underftood that language,* 

I told him I did, with which he 
leemed to be much pleafed, and had 
a pretty long difeourfe with me con¬ 
cerning Italy, and other countries 
where he had been as well as 
L Hereupon he went to give his 
Majefty an account of what had 
pafled, and he had the curiofity to 
come with all his train, to the place 
where I was; but nor expecting him 
fo foon, 1 was a little in 
though upon a recovery of myCtU't/fctii, 
I made my addrefs to him wiih 
moft profound refjiedt. He feemed 
furprized at ir, and afked me in 
Dutch, Iloc.wcet gy wU ik hen? eu 
hoc Rotnt gy my tc hcnnt'n? How Is 
“ it you know who 1 am ? and how 
“ comes it you know me?” I an- 
fwcfcd I had feen his picture at Sir 
^ Giidfrey 
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1702. Codjrty Kneller^ m Lotthn^ and that 
V'Vn-'k made too deep an imprcflion upon 
my mind to be defaced. As he did 
not ieem quite to approve of this 
anfwcr^ I added^ that 1 had belides, 
had the honour to fee him come out 
of his court, when he went to Mr. 
Brandti^ which fecmed to pleafc him 
better. He alked me of what town 
1 wasj who were my parents j if 
chey were ill 11 alive; and if I had 
brothers and fifters. Having return¬ 
ed the proper anfwersi he aiked me 
fome quefeions about nay firft travels, 
what year 1 fe: out, how long 1 was 
about them, in what manner I tra¬ 
velled, and how 1 returned again. 
He then talked to me about 
the and Grand Catra -^ of its 

extent and buildings, of the flare and 
condition of what belonged to (he 
Q!d Cairo, of Alexandria^ and feve- 
ral other places, adding he was fen- 
flble there was another place called 
AJcxandrtfia, I told him, this laft 
place was the fea-port for Aleppo, 
and acquainted him with the diflance 
between them, AH this the Czar 
aflted me in Dutch, and would have 
me continue to fpeak In that lan¬ 
guage, faying he underflood me very 
well. And it appeared that he did 
fo; for he explained all 1 had faid 
to the Rujjian Lords that attended 
him, with a nicety which furprlzod 
the Reddcnt and the reft of the 
Dutch. He then ordered me to 
fpcak Italian, to the Knez or Prince 
Trcdetc&ooy, who underflood it pretty 
well, and then he left me. After 
he had been three good hours with 
Monheur the Rehdent, he went to 
make feme other vifits in the fiabodc, 
becaufe it was the laft day; the fcf- 
lival of the conlecration of the wa- 
ler, being to be celebrated the next 
day, and the Monday being the 6ih 
of January, old flile. That day ilie 
foil of General Barm Peirtmitz Cze- 
remetof and while his Cza- 

lian Majcfty was at church, brought 
him the agreeable news of the defeat 
of the Swedes by the Mcfcmites in 
Lrutmla, 5 or 6 leagues from the 
town of Derlpt. He informed him 
the Swedes had, in this battle, loft 


4000 men, chat they had taken 1702, 
feme hundreds of prlfeners, and that 
among them were feveral officers. 

This Nobleman, who was in the 
aflton, and had been dlfpaichcd by 
his father with thefe glad tidings, ac¬ 
quitted himfeif fo handfomly, that 
he infpired an univcrfal joy. The 
fcftival 1 juft now mention, is in re¬ 
membrance of the manifeftaiion of 
Jefus Chrift, and 1 was an cye-wie- 
nefs of it. 

In the river oljmja, and not far/;/?w jr 
from the caflle they made a fquare 
holc in the ice which was 13 footS^^rl^^. 
from corner to corner, or 52 feet 
in circumference. This hole was 
inclofed by a curious piece of wood¬ 
en-work, having at each angle of it 
a pillar, which fupported a kind of 
cornifli, whereon were four pannels 
palmed in the form of arches, and 
at each corner a reprefentation of 
one of the evangelifls, and above all 
two kind of half domes, upon the 
middle of which was a large croft. 

Thefe pannels, which were alfe pain¬ 
ted within, rcprcfeiitcd apoftles, and 
other holy perfonages. The fineft 
piece of all this, to the caft of the 
river, was the baptifm of our Lord, 
by St. John, in the river Jordan, 
with four angels on the right. Each 
of thefe pannels had on the ouffidc 
painted upon them five angels heads 
with wings. There were four fteps 
on the weft fide of this hole, to 
which they had fixed a conCderable 
weight of lead to make them fmk 
in the water. The patriarch or the 
perfen that performs this ceremony, 
flood upon thefe fteps quite to (he 
water, which was In this place eight 
foot deep. Upon tlie ground they 
had fpread large red carpets, fur- 
rounded with a fquare indofure, 
paces from corner to corner, or 180 
in circumference. This indofure 
had two others in the nature of 
baluftrades, at the diftance of four 
paces from each other, four foot high, 
and, in like manner, covered with 
red cloths or carpets. They had 
eredled three handfeme wooden al- 
t^s to the weftward near the edge 
of the hole. Four doors gave ad- 

inifiioti 


17 ^* mlflion thereto, the chief of which 
^^''VNJwas to the IbutEiward of the gate of 
the caftle* They aifo were painted, 
but fadly enough, and like the reil:," 
reprefented facred things. Having 
thoroughly furveyed all iliis, I went 
to a riling ground near the caftle, 
between the two gates on the iide of 
that they call TaynaimikU, or the Sc~ 

procelTion pafa 
by. It began to move about eleven of 
the clock, frotn out of the church of 
Sakur, that is, thplace of ibe ahmbly 
oj (bejamts^ which is in the calllle, 
and the chief of ail the churches in 
proceflion confified 
wholly of churchoaen exctpiing fome 
per/ons in common drclTes who led 
the way with ftandards made faA to 
large ftaves. The churchmen were 
sll in their prielfly habits, and made 
a very fine ftiow. The more infe¬ 
rior priefts and the monks, to the 
number of about 200 came on firil: 
preceded by^ fcveral choriflers and 
linging boys in common habits, with 
each a book in his hand. On each 
hand they were guarded with armed 
foldiers, while others with ftaves at¬ 
tended them to clear the wav. After 
thefe appeared all fuch as wore the 
cpifcopal habit, being about 300 in 
number. The 12 hrll were metro¬ 
politans or cardinals, in a habit com¬ 
monly called Sacko^k, After thefe 
came four archbiihaps and three bi- 
fliops and a great number of archt- 
mandrites, or fuperiors of convents. 
When about 200 of thefe laJl had 
gone by, you law every thing thefe 
prielts carried in proceiHon, as a pole 
wjifi a lanthcrn, reprefenting the 
light of rhe word of God, in ho¬ 
nour of the pidlures of the lalnts, 

^ to give them an air of grandeur. 
Two cherubrms, they call Ltpifds, 
at the end of two poles like the for- 
incr; then two erodes ^ a pidhirc of 
y^.vj Chrifi^ half-length, almofl as 
big as the lifei a great book, and 
then 20 gold and diver caps, adorn- 
cd w i[h jeweJ^j ajid carried icpsracc-* 
ly, each by a pcrlbn appointed. The 
ceremony over, the chief of thofe 
prefent appeared in thofe caps, that 
of the metropolitan being of gold. 
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adorned with pearls and precious 
hones. The grandell of the prelates 
aUo wear thefe caps, which they call 
tiiictris [mifresj. This meiropoU- 
tan who reprefented the patriarch 
came immediately after the greac 
book and had in his hands a great 
gold crofs, inriched with jewels, 
which every now and then touched 
his forehead, and a prkft had him 
under each arm to fupport him. Be¬ 
ing m this order got to the fide of 
the river, and their ceremonies, 
which rook up a good half-hour, 
were all over, the metroplitan drew 
near to the water, and three times 
dipped the crofs into it laying, as 
the pairiarch was wont to fav 
SPACl GOSPODl LUDI 
TWOYA, 1 BLAGOSL OWI 
DOSTOANIA TWOYA. God 

prejir^e hh people, and hkfi hh in¬ 
heritance, They then returned to¬ 
wards the caftie, but the 200 prieds 
that had preceded as the procefli- 
on went out, returned not back in 
the fame orde r, bu t difperfed. Thofe 
wlio had the facerdoral or epifeopaj 
habit walked back in good order.' 
Among others, I obferved two men, 
very poorly dreiTed, with a tub oc 
fomething of the kind which covered 
up with a ciotJi, could not welt be 
diilinguidied. This vefTel was fol¬ 
lowed by another, and carried in 
the lame manner, with a pewter 
pot full of the water, which having 
been blefled was carried to rhe caAlo 
to fprinklc ihc apartments, and the 
paintings. As fbon as the procellioti 
had got in again, they hurried back 
every thing that iiad been as a de¬ 
coration to the water ; and I rook 
notice that a Mnfeovite fouled a great 
broom into the water, and walhed 
the IpeiSators ivlrh it;-but they did 
not feem to be a bit the better for 
it; and in (horr, I thought there was 
Ibmeihing ridiculous in this part of 
the^ folemiijiy. This procctlion, 
which lafted till two in the afternoon, 
had drawn together a prodigious 
throng of people, a light well worth 
the feeing, if there had been no¬ 
thing elfe, and had a fine effea upon 
the river, the caflle being upon an 
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1702. cmitieticc we could from ihcoce ice 
all the multitude even to thofe upon 
the walls. As ivc were going home 
again, and had got to the gate of 
the caille, there was fuch a crowd 
that we had much ado to get out 
of it. And indeed our curiofity had 
like to have coil us dear, befides 
the danger of (landing fo long in 
the fnow. 

This feilivat was formerly cele¬ 
brated with much more pomp and 
folemniry than at prefent, it having 
been cuilomary for their Majefties, 
and the Grandees of (late to be pre- 
lent thereat. But the prefeni Czar 
has made great alteration in this, 
as well as in every thing elie. We 
fliaU calk more about this in the 
fequel. 

The ninth of this month it began 
to thaw, and even to rain, the wea¬ 
ther being much more open, than 
had been known for many years be¬ 
fore. 

Acjotclngi Upon the eleventh^ there were 
fbfthcviC'gf^^t doings for the viftory his Ma- 
thSwXjcfty's arms had obtained of the 
Swedes. There was a great fire- 
work on one fide of the caftle, in 
the middle of the Bazat or market 
place i which is very low and pret¬ 
ty fpacious; and it extended from 
one end of the place or fquare to 
the other. They ran up a great 
boarded building, full' of windows 
towards the cadle, tn w'hich his 
Majefty entertained the principal 
Lords of his court j the foreign MinU 
fters were there alfo, and particu¬ 
larly him of Zfenmarhf and the Re- 
fident of Holland, together tviih a 
great number of Officers, and many 
merchants from beyond-Jea. To 
(hade as well as to adorn this build¬ 
ing, there were three rows of bran¬ 
ches like young trees, planted before 
it. The entertainment began at two 
in the afternoon, and at iix in the 
evening they began to play the hre- 
vrork which turned till nine. It 
was raifed upon three great tables or 
theatres of wood, very lofty and fpa- 
cious, on which they had feveral fi¬ 
gures, nailed to planks and painted 
of a brown colour. The dcfigu 
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of this fire-work w'as after a new 1702, 
manner and different from all of 
kind 1 had ever feen before. There 
was in the middle on the right hand, 
a figure of time, twice as big as 
the life, with an hour-glafs in his 
right, and a palm-branch in his left, 
hand, which was likewife held by 
fortune on the oilier fide with this 
infoription in the Rujiari, God be 
therejore praijed. On the left hand 
towards the boarded-buildtng where 
his Majefty was, there was a trunk 
of a tree which a beaver was knaw- 
ing with thefe words. By perjeverance 
be Jhali be unrooted. Upon the third 
(lage, on the other fide, there was 
another trunk of a tree with a young 
branch fprouiing from it, and not 
far off a very calm fea, upon svhich 
appeared a haif.fun, which being 
lighted up looked rcddilli, with this 
device, Hope now appears again. Be¬ 
tween thele Rages there were little 
fquare pieces of fire-works, which 
continued to burn and were not with¬ 
out their devices. The Iccond of 
tbefe fmall fires, near which I hap- 
ned to be, and which was lighted 
firft by his Czarian Majefty, reprefen- 
ted a crofs with four arms, the third 
a vine-branch, the fourth a bird-cage, 
wi^ different devices. As ihefe were 
alt illuminated after the manner of 
our country, it was eafy to fee whac 
they were meant for. There was 
moreover in the midft of this place 
a great Neptune aftride upon a dol¬ 
phin, and by him feveral forts of fire¬ 
works upon the ground, furrounded 
with piles to which cafes or fufos 
were fixeil, which had a very fine 
effcdl, fome of them forming a gol¬ 
den fliower, and others throwing ouc ^ 
ftars. When they were upon the 
point to fot fire to rhefc works, fo. 
vcral of the ecclcfiafttcs and other 
perfons of diftindlion in the boarded 
building with his Majefty, came out 
and went thence into a covered place, 
in the midft of all this machinery 
to perform fome ceremonies. There 
was a^ guard of foldicrs over the gate 
of this lodge or building, adorned 
with a number of ftandards. In a 
word, there is no exprefiing the mul¬ 
titude 


25 


CORNELIUS LE BRUYN* 


1702. lirode of people gachered together 
upon this occallon. The Czar's fif- 
teralfo was prefent at this hght, and 
was whh feveral Ladies, upon a tow¬ 
er at one end of this market-place, 
Another rower there was, one of the 
highefl in this part of the town, il¬ 
luminated from Top to bottom. The 
great ftages we formerly mentioned 
burned each of them above a quar¬ 
ter of an hour. At the fame time 
we heard the noife of the artillery, 
which had been dife barged before 
the enteriainment. When the fire¬ 
works were over, the tables were 
covered again, 1 withdrew to the 
llabode, where at ten at night I again 
heard the report of 90 great guns, 
and many afterwards, What was 
to me the moft extraordinary, upon 


fuch an occafion as this, and in fuch 1702- 
a crowd, there was not the Icaft dif- ^V>J 
order i which indeed mufl be attri- 
buced to the care that was taken to 
dirpoie of foldiers arid guards fo as 
nright belt prevent any thing of the 
kind. There were, however, ibme 
Frfficb otiicers who had a quarrel 
among them, and began to handle 
their fwords, and made a great noife 
near his IVjajcfty's lodge; to prevent 
the confequences of which there was 
a poft put up near the Dttfch church* 
in the (lat^e of the Germansy to 
which were tied a fword and an ax, 
with the papers affixed In Rii^an, 

Latin and Germany forbidding any 
perfon whatfbever to draw a word, 
or fight a duel upon pain of death. 



CHAP. VJ. 

A fevere Execution at Mofeow. 7lje magnifeent JVedding 
of one of the Czarj Favourites, Author is admitted 
into the Prefence of tbs Emprefs^ ihe Widem of his Ma- 
jeflys Brother. 


*702. T TPON the nineteenths^ tl^ 
month there was a terfible ex- 
A /tvtrt ecu lion ac ^hfcviv. A woman who 
had killed her hufband, w'as^sj^^- 
demned to be buried alive, up toTtie 
fhoutders; and having the curiofity 
to look at her in this condition, I 
thought (he looked very frelli and 
of a good countenance. About her 
head and neck they had tied a 
white linen cloth, which (he got to 
be undone becauie (i bound her too 
much. She was guarded by three 
or four lb Id ters, who had orders to 
liiffer nothing to be given to her, 
cither to cat or drink that might 
rolong her life. But the people 
ad leave to throw into the pic 
where (he was buried, certain little 
Kopykkei or pence, which Ihc gave 
thanks for by a motion of her head. 
The money thus beftowed, is com- 
VOL. I. 


monly laid out In little tapers, which 
are lighted up in honour of certain 
faints, they call upon, and partly in 
a coffin. I know not whether thofe 
who have the guard of ihefe unhap¬ 
py women, may not feize on a pare 
of it them(elves, to allow them feme 
refrcilimenis in private; for feme of 
tlsem live a good while in this con¬ 
dition ; but this died the fecond day 
after I had feen her. Upon the fame 
day tltere wss a man burnt alive, 
for fome crime which 1 know not. 

I (lull in the feque! fpeak more am¬ 
ply of the adminifiration of judtee 
in this country, and therefore (hall 
proceed with my narration accor¬ 
ding to the order of time. 

Upon the tv^enty-fixib^ they cclc-,<^ oUmm 
brated the marriage of a certain fa- '^''^'>8* 
vourite of the Czar'Sy called Fieiaet 
Prienetoitz Scuihie, a Mujiovite No- 
H blcman, 
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1702. blcnun, with ihe 'J'' 

c-^V'-'ccfs Mar\' S-u^rjovsna Schorhipkaja^ 
fifter of ^he Knez Efddtr S’wrewttz 
Scborkofikaja, a favourite aifo with 
his Majcfty. To this foSemnity this 
Prince invited the principal Lords and 
Ladies of the court, and the foreign 
Minifters, and fomc of the bepnd-Jea 
Merchants and their wives. All that 
were invited were ordered to drefs af- 
ler the ancient manner of the country, 
more or Icfs richly, according to the 
rcgplation in that cafe pteferibed* The 
wedding was in the flabode of the 
Ger/nanSj at the hotel of General 
k Brce, who had feme years been 
dead. It is a great building, after 
the Itci'mn mode, and you go up 
to it by fteps to the right and me 
left, becaufe of its extent; and in it 
are magnificent apartments, and a 
very liinefalon, which was hung with 
rich tapeftry, and the place of the 
folcmniiy. Here you faw two great 
leopards with a chain about their 
necks, and with their fore paws up¬ 
on aiiefcuichcon all of malTy filver; 
as alfo a large globe of filver upon 
the Ihoulders of an Aths of the fame 
metal, hcfidcs great vafes, and other 
pieces of plate which had been 
partly brought from the Czar\ crea- 
furv* The place they were to meet 
at, for the cavalcade, was in the 
city, near the caftlc, in two great 
buildings oppofite the one to the 
other. The Great Duke, and all 
the guefts repaired to thefe early in 
the morning, the men in the one, 
the Ladies In the other. They came 
out about ten of the clock to go to 
the caftlc, in the middle of which 
I had got to have a fight of this 
cavalcade, which appeared the finer, 
as the weather was very fair. Firft 
came the Czar himfclf upon a proud 
black courfer, he tvas habited in 
a moft magnificent cloth of gold i 
his upper garment or robe was in¬ 
termixed with many figures of fc- 
vcral colours, and on his head he 
had a great red fur cap. His horfe 
was richly caparifoned with a fine 
gold houfing; having upon each 
forc-leg a filver hoop of four inches 
broad. The majeftic air of this 


Prince, who is a good figure on horfe- 1702, 
back, added not a little to the fplcn-l^nTvJ 
dor of the fight, which it muft be 
owned, was quite royal. On his 
left hand he had the Prince Alex¬ 
ander DanklewUzde Mmzikof, dref- 
fed in the fame gold ftuff, and mount¬ 
ed upon a very fine ftecd, nobly adorn¬ 
ed, and with filver hoops about his 
legs like thofe of his mafter s horfe. 

The principal Knezei or Princes fob 
lowed two and two according to their 
rank, all on hotfeback, and drefled 
the fame, to the number of 48* The 
Cznr being in this manner come to 
the caftle, he there flopped to wait 
for the reft, in the mean time ma¬ 
king his horfe prance and curvctic. 

He was near the gate of the iStcrf- 
r;te, or the court, where arc his 
own apartments, and overhead was 
thejPrincefs his fitter, the Emprefs 
widow of the lace Czar, and her 
three daughters who all fat in an 
open place. When he went under 
this gate, the Princefles faluted him 
with a moft profound refpeft, and 
he took care to return the compli¬ 
ment to the full. All thefe Nobles 
being thus palTed on. by two and 
two, there advanced a number of 
lights, furrounded by a great body of 
footmen i and then 1 20 of the chiefs 
of the court, two and two, and clad 
like the former. Thefe were fol¬ 
lowed by goofts or cuftomers, our 
Rcfident, and the foreign Merchants, 
whofe habit and caps were quite dif¬ 
ferent from the reft. They had in¬ 
deed yellow boots, bur their caps 
were low and common, and nothing 
at all for cnagnificence, compared 
with the others. Thefe were to 
the number of 34^ fb that in this 
cavalcade we may reckon there were 
204 perfons all for the moft part 
richly equipt. Many of their horfes 
had filver bits, and feme of them 
had chains of the fame, two fingers 
broad, pretty thick, and hung from 
the top of the horfe’s head to the 
bridle and faftned to the pummel 
of the faddle, which made an a- 
greeable jingle. There were feme 
who had them quite fiat and only 
of plate-tin. After thefe there ap¬ 
peared 
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1702. pea red tivc (ledges, in c he three fir ft 
of w'liieh were the three GfrmiiK 
dodor$, and in the two others, the 
two inoft ancient niercltants of our 
country. Thefe were followed by 
a great chariot or waggon covered 
with red cloth, and deligned for the 
two EmprefTes. Thus it is the 
RuJ^am call ibolc his Czarian Ma- 
jefty is pleafed to appoint to appear, 
as Ladles of tlie ftate, in this cere¬ 
mony and fuch like it. Tlie htft of 
the Ladies, the tvife of the Ajrra; 
EW(4r ^cu^erwltsi R^modamiki^ who 
commands in Mojiow in the abfence 
of the Czar, was indifpoled, and 
could not be there; fo that the other, 
the wife of Bxttrlmi ap¬ 

peared alone. Upon her head £he 
had a fmall white high-crowned 
felt with a narrow brim, with two 
maids of honour feated oppodcc to 
her in the chariot, waggon, or coach, 
which was drawn by twelve white 
horles, and furrounded with fervants 
in red. This was followed by twen¬ 
ty live others fmallcr, but covered 
the fame with two white horfes, in 
one of which was the bride, and 
Rujian Ladies in the reft. Among 
ihcfe there was an ugly little fledge, 
faftned to the tail of a poor creature 
of a horfe, and in ic a little mean- 
looking fellow, of a piece with bis 
carriage and drelTed like a y^> I 
• gueffed he was drawn in this man¬ 
ner for fome crime he bad commit¬ 
ted, and 1 q 1 afterwards underftoed 
it to have been from people that 
knew him, and that it was really 
to punhh him that be made this 
figure; he being it (eems a Jew by 
extradllon tho' he had turned to the 
chriftian faith. There came after 
thcle ieven other fledges filled with 
Ladies of our nation, followed by 
Ibnoe empty chariots which clofcd 
the proceflion ; which in this order 
went through the caftle, and a part 
of the city as far as the church of 
Bogejap^fija or of the j^muTiciationt 
where the marriage ceremony was 
performed in the prcfcnce of the 
Czar, and many perfonages of that 
llluftrious aflembly. My curiofity 
being thus faiisfitd, 1 returned to 


my lodging, and afterwards pitched T701, 
upon a gotwl place in the llabode,^-^v'^ 
that I might iee them go to the 
place where tltey were 10 have die 
feaft. They did not come rl!l three 
in ibe afternoon, being then to the 
number of £Co as well men as wo¬ 
men, who went into difi'erciu apart¬ 
ments wire re the two fexes could 
have no fight of each other. The 
Emprefs Dowager, the Czar’s fifler, 
and her three daughters were at one 
table with fome Ladies at court. 

The bride was at another with other 
Ladles; and flie that reprefented the 
Empreft was alone and raifed above 
the reft. The other Ladies, as well 
Ru^an as others, were in another 
apartment; and the mufic was fo 
placed as to be heard by every bo¬ 
dy. After the repaft, which was a 
royal one, and lafted feveral hours, 
the bride and bridegroom were con¬ 
duced ro the place where they were 
to confummate the marriage, at a 
little diftance frotn the houfe upon 
the river Tit fa ^ being a fmall btiil- 
ding ercited on purpofe; and where 
they had an ordinary bed prepared 
for them. Moft of the company 
dirperfed between ten a clock and 
midnight; though a great part of 
them ft a id in the flabodc, in houfes 
prepared and appointed for them, by 
order of the Czar, that the Rujjiam 
might the morceafily meet together 
the next day at the fame place, Jrom 
thence to go to the hotel of the 
Major General whole wi¬ 

dow was ftill alive. She who repre- 
lenicd the Emprels w'cnt thither in 
the night, and the bride went thither 
early the next morning. The Czar 
alfo moved towards it about ten of 
the clock without the attendance ot 
iheftrangcrs, and having been there 
about an liour, he went iu good or¬ 
der to lee Mr. Luf$, who waited for 
him at the door, attended by fome 
of the merchants of our nation. He 
there ft opt a little with his train, but 
alighted not from his horfe, though 
he was well regaled with liquors. 

1 cannot forbear to mention one ^4 
ihincf which contributed much lorof- 
the mirth of this comp|iny; The 
n bridc- 
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1702. bridegroom was upon a. very fine 
horfe, and another Lord was upon 
a mare full as beautiful j both of 
them warm, and prepared for what 
was TO happen. The horfe failed 
not to cover her^ and the cavalier 
upon her was fo dextrous as to get 
off unhurt, while the bridegroom 
kept his faddle all the time of the 
action, which caufed a great laugh¬ 
ter among the fpe€iators. They 
would have done this before, but 
could not bring it about. The Caa- 
rian Prince then appeared on horfe-> 
back, attended by feveral young Lords 
of his own age, a groom leading his 
horfe by the bridle. He was followed 
by the bride's chariot, and hers by the 
great one with twelve horfes, with the 
Lady that reprefented the Emprefs; 
and this, by many others, full of 
RuJJuin dames. When they came to 
the palace where the wedding was 
to be celebrated, and where 1 had 
taken care to be by going another 
way, his Majefty went in firft, and 
was followed by the bride, who 
went into another diftinA fet of 
aparimenis on the left-hand, and 
where formerly lived general hFort, 
The great chariot flopped to make 
room, it being difficult for It to go 
on becaufe of its height, and not 
able to turn the place was fo nar¬ 
row. In the midft of this the young 
Czarian Prince alighted, and flood 
by the fide of the chariot, and fo 
he continued till it went in, which it 
did not without flicking at top. Af¬ 
ter this the Prince croiled the court 
of the palace, and the Emprefs a- 
lighting from her vehicle, went up 
fome flairs on the right-band. The 
ftrangers and their wives repaired 
thither alio, and flaid much as they 
did the night before. The third and 
the lafl day it was refolved to appear 
in the German drefl, and every body 
did fb, ejicept fome of the Ru^n 
Ladies; and thus they repaired again 
to the new married couple, but fe- 
paraiely. The men and the women 
fat at table together, as the cuflom 
is with us i and there was dancing 
and ikipping about, after the en¬ 
tertainment, to the great fetisfadion 
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of the Czar himfelf, and all his 1702. 
guefts * and thus ended a foIem-^-^VXJ 
nity, which being lb lingular as it i$, 

1 concluded every body would be cu¬ 
rious CO know as much of it as they 
could. 

Upon the fsc&nd of February they 
brought a pan of the Swedijh pri- 
Ibners, mentioned before, in Hedges, 

Upon the J'aurtb they came for me 
to wait on the Czar, who was at 
the palace of his great favourite 
Prince This palace is 

called Semcnmjikki^ the name of a 
village, a mile and half from the 
Slah^e^ where I found his Majefly 
employed in trying of feme fire 1 q- 
gines lately arrived from Holland, 

This Prince perceiving me, called 
me to him, and went again into the 
palace, fVell^ fays he, you ha vtfeen auth^ 

many Jlrangt thingiy and yet / 

•venture to Jay you never faw any thing CtJtr, 
like wbat you are gpir^ to fee. He 
then ordered a poor Ruffian^ who 
had been brought on purpofe, to open 
his cl oaths. I trembled at the fights 
he had an excrcfccnoe berreath the 
navel, of about the length of a hand, 
and four inches in fubflance, from 
whence went out all the food he . 
eat; and the poor wretch had becn^ijJJ!^ 
nine years in this condition. This«A- 
dlfaflcr happened from the cut of a 
knife, whicli had fo irritated the 
parts about the common paflage, 
chat there was no cure to be had, 

I frankly confefled I had never feen 
any thing like it, but faid 1 knew a 
man who voided his food by his 
mouth, at which he feemedto be not 
lefs furprized. He then ordered this 
poor man’s excrcfcence to be fqueez- 
ed, that 1 might be the more fenfi- 
ble of the nature of his cafe, and 
every thing came out half digefled. 

The patient was about thirty five 
years of age. Having difeourfed 
with his Majefly about two hours 
and been regaled with liquors, he 
left me, and Prince ^txander came 
up to me. He told me the Czar 
having heard I could paint, was 
defir0 us I rtiould do the pidfures of 
the three young Princefles, the 
daughters of the Czar Ivan Aitxo- 

rntz. 


1702, Witz his brother, who had reigned 
with him [ill he died, which 
happened upon the twmiy niatb of 
January 1696* and ihac ir was the 
chief rcafon 1 had been lent for to 
court- J gfadly accepted of the h^ 
93- went with this Lord to 

mfftnr, tt.vf^k upon the Emprefs, the mo- 
young L^ies, at a houfe 
of pieafurc belonging to his Majefty* 
called Ijmeilboff, rnod agreeably 
lituared, about a league from Mofemn^ 
that I might have a light of them 
before 1 l^gan my work. When 1 
had approached the Emprefs, Ihe 
allccd if 1 could fpcak the Ra£ian 
language! to which Prince Jlkxan^ 
der anlwering in the negative, they 
talked together for fome rime: This 
Princels then htled out a little cup of 
brandy, which Ihe prefented to the 
Prince, who drinking it ofi; deli¬ 
vered the cup to one of her nsaids 
of honour: She filled it out a fe:ond 
time, and the Emprels prefented it to 
me herfclf: She alio gave us a glals 
of wine, as did allb the three young 
Princellcs. After this a great glafs 
of beer was filled out, which the 
Emprefs again prefented to Prince 
AitxandfTf who, having taken a fip, 
tttumed it to the maid of honour: 
The lame ceremony was oblcrved 
with regard to my fclf, and I juft 
touchy it with my lips; for in this 
court it would be taken much amils 
to empty the laft glafs of beer char 
Is pretenced Ithen calked a while 
with Prince jikxandtr^ who ipcaks 
pretty good Dutch^ upon the fubjed 
of pi£lures; and when we wen: out 
the Emprels and the three young 
Prinwfles gave us their right-hands 
to kil^ the higheft honour that can 
received in this country- Some 
days^ afterwards chere were great 
M w* nuptial doings ac the palace of Prince 
V- Mtnz^kaf^ for fome belonging to the 
Czar, who was there prelenc with 
the Prince his uncle, and feveral 
Lords and Ladies of the* court} nor 
Were ibme of the and Dutch 

Merchants and German Ladies unin¬ 
vited. The tabic, b form of an 
horfc-ftioe, was fpccad in the great 
hall, and the Czar and the Rujum 
VoL. I. 
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Lor^ were on one fide, and the 170a. 
Ladies on the other. . The Czarian^^'VNf 
Prince, Prince Alexander, and the 
RngUJb and Dutch merchants were 
at a round table in the middle of 
the hall, at which I had the honour 
of z After a magoificenje re- 

paft there was dancing after the 
I^olif;} manner 5 the mufic, which 
was very good, being on tlie left- 
hand. 

Prince Alexander went away that 
fame evening, in order to fpend 
fome days in the country, where he 
had fome bufmefs. Upon the ele¬ 
venth Mr. Pmwel Heim, the Envoy 
from Denmark took a tour to his 
own country, defigning to return in 
the fprin^, and to leave his wife 
behind him ac ^fofcGw. Upon the 
pftb of March I had the honour to 
dbe with hisMajeftyat Pr<>hroftiisko„ 
tlw ufual abode of that Prince, After 
dinner he carried me to the Emprefs's 
palace, to fee the pidures of the 
three young PrincelTcs, which were 
begun, and he entertained her a good 
while upon the fobjedl of my tra¬ 
vels. Upon the e^mb he went 
widi fome Lords of his court to 
viiit Mr. Branti, and there he faw 
what I had 'p^^lmt^niArcbai^el, and 
feemed to be much picalcd with them. 

Talking from one thing to another, 
this Prince, ac laft, made mention 
of certain pieces of cannon, which 
were thought to have the arms of 
Cema, whicli, as well as thofe of 
Venice, are a lion with one paw on 
a book, upon them. He wanted to 
be fatisfied as to this, and refolvcd 
to take a vievi^ of them, appointing 
the palace of the Prince to be the 
place to meet ac for that purpofe. 

His Majcfty accordingly came at the 
time appointed, and Prince Alex^ 
ander, in bis name, made a prelent 
of a gold medal to every one there, 
who were for the moft part foreign 
merchants that he had an efteeni 
for. Upon this medal his Majcfty 
was repreiented with a crown of 
laurel on his head, with this title 
round him, PETER ALEXO- 
WiTZ, GREAT CZAR OF 
ALL RUSSIA, On the reverfe 

I were 
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170Z. were two eagles, wlch the day o£ 
V-Y^ the month, the Jirfi of Fchruary^ 
and the year lyoz. 

Having been here entertained with 
gr^c magnificence, they returned to 
Prohrofmikot which Is reckoned to 
be no better than the abode of a 
captain, his Majefty not having as 
yet alTutned an higher title. This 
palace is not above three miles from 
the city, and not far from that of 


Prince It is alib the 176a, 

arfcnal of the regiment of his guards 
we here faw tlie three guns menti¬ 
oned before, upon which there was 
a lion plain enough, though a good 
deal worn down. They were very 
rtiort, and like our mortars, BurT 
do not comprehend how they fiiould 
have formerly fallen into the hands 
of the Ru^nu 



CHAP. VIL 

Magnifcent Rntertainments given hy his Majefy in the Cou?i- 
try^ Particulars concerning the Emprefs. His Majefiy di¬ 
verts himjelf upon the River Celebration of 

among the Ruffians. His Majefiy s Departure for Arch¬ 
angel. 


W HILE we were looking at 
thefe guns, they got every 
thing ready to go to a village be¬ 
longing to Prince Alexander, It k 
called Alexcejeskie, nor far from Le- 
' muimefsAie, about twelve werfts from 

where tills Nobleman has a 
very fine country-houfe upon the ri¬ 
ver T^ufs 't a charming place where 
there are wonderful fiih-ponds abun¬ 
dantly isfiored. But 1 ibought no¬ 
thing here finer than the ftables, 
large, and made of wood, as well 
as the houfe, and containing above 
fifty very fine horfes, Wc here 
found fome German Ladies his Ma¬ 
jefiy had ordered to be here, 10 
provide fome agreeable entertain¬ 
ments, Wc were ten in all, our 
Refidenr, three En^^lijhy and the reft 
Dutebj without reckoning fome Ruf¬ 
fian Noblemen and Ladies, to the 
number of thirteen, including Prince 
/linM AUxande/s fifter. Wc were per- 
fe£tly welcome, and treated with 
a fupper of flefh and fifh. They 
had (pread two tables in a great hall, 
the one a long one, at which lac 
the Czar, and feveral of his Nobles 
on one fide, and the Ladies on the 


other j the other was a round tabic 
in the middle, where fat thz Eng/ijb^ 
and moft of the Germans, or Dutch 
rather. After fupper they retired to 
their apartments, the Rufians on 
one fide, and the Ladies on the 
others only the ft rangers ft a id fome 
time longer together. The next 
day there was a fcaft like the former, 
with mu lie, con lifting of violins, 
bafTes, trumpets, hautboys, flutes, 
&c. Then they danced after the 
Pdijh manner, the Caar, who was 
in a very good humour, incouraged 
every b^y to be merry j nor was 
there any forgerfulnefs about the 
wine. At night every one withdrew 
to begin again the nest day, which 
was fpent like the former, in all 
manner of diverfions, no one being 
at all overcome with liquor, and 
then all returned to their feveral 
homes. 

1 then got leave to have the pic¬ 
tures of the young PrincelTes, which 
1 had painted In large, brought home 
to my it^ging, that 1 might put 
the finlfhing hand to them, the Czar 
having prefied me fo to do, becaufc 
he wanted to fend them fome where. 

] obeyed 
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1702, loheyedjwich all the hafte Icould. and 
dreJ's'd them after the Gtrmo/i n4ode, 
in which they cotnmonly appear in 
public; but the headst which were 
left 10 my choice, 1 drefled in the 
antique flile, 

V oow take a view of the 

fr*eji,*' Emprefa, Paratk/sr^ya FcoJorofna. 
This Princefa is not above thirty 
years old, and Is pretty bulky, iho' 
being tall therewith, It does not 
much fpoil her. it may be even 
faid of her that {lie is handfome, nf 
a vet}' genteel behaviour, and moll 
engaging nianners ; and indeed, 
the Czar has a great value for her. 
The young C^^arian J^rince jikxey 
Pftrmitz often vifits her, and the 
PrinceOes lier daughters, the eldell 
of which, Catharine iwam^na^ is 
but twelve years old; the fecond, 
Anne 1 -j.amffna, not above ten; and 
the youngeit, Paraskm.ya I^wanaffna^ 
but eight, all three of them likely 
children. The fecond has fair halr^ 
and has a fine complexion; the other 
two are agreeable brunettes: The 
youngell isavery fprightly child, and 
all the three of mild and charming 
afiablHty. I( would be hard to lay 
how many civilities 1 had heaped 
* upon me in this court while 1 was 

at work upon thel'e pi£lures. They 
never failed In the morning to pre- 
leni me with liquors and other re- 
irellirncnts, and often they detained 
me to dinner, and always ferved up 
as much flcfli as fith, which very 
much furprized me, becauJe they 
were then in the midfl of Lent. In 
the day-time they always took care 
to fupply me with wine and beer; 
and indeed 1 believe no court, ef- 
pecially fuch a court as (his, was 
ever lb kind to a private man \ and 
Ilhall retain a grateful remembrance 
of it as long as I live, Imboldened 
by 3II thefe favours, I prefumed to 
<a^t fiuthirQfkr a book of my travels, which I 
fa hound on purpole, to Ivis Ma- 

iircCzar. Jefty in the palace of Trohro/eashi, 
not doubting of a favourable accep¬ 
tance, in which 1 was not at all de¬ 
ceived. 

upon the i^vnty flintb he went in 
boat upon the river of Msika-, he 
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went down againfl tide, three or tyor.' 
four werfts beyond the bridge, paf-'^'"V^ 
fing by the caftlc, and came up again 
with the tide, at a great rate, ihrce 
or four wcrlls on thb fide of the 
fame bridge, m which he afterwards 
returned, and where Prince Aiexan- 
Jer waited for him, attended by Ibme 
FjigUp and Dutch merchants, whom 
he again entertained both with fifh 
and llelh, notwith flan ding Lcm/ and 
the Fajfm-<;i;ceky leaving everyone 
to his liberty, but he and his train 
eat nothing but meat. 

The month of April htgm with-fr«^ 
fo extraordinary a thaw, that in 
very little time there was no ice to 
be feen 3 and the river, upon this 
fudden alteration, fwclled to a height 
it had never been known at in the 
memory of man. The mills upon 
the Ybuja were much damaged, and 
the ponds over-flowed the low Lmd 
behind the houfes, and laid it under 
water, and die roads and ways were 
much in the fame condkion, which 
is what often happens in /pringrime, 
when (he fnows begin to meJr. The 
Slahode of the Germans was in fuch 
a pickle, that the horfc went up to 
the girth In mud and mire; which 
being reported to the Czar, he or¬ 
dered it to be eJeanfed, that the 
dirt that might farther center in this 
part lliould be diverted, and turned 
off. 

Upon the Jir/l, about fix in the m 
morning, a fire broke out at the^®'?^'^ 
houfe of one of our counirymcn 
the BhbiAei and the Czar was 
mediately there to give orders, as 
he always is upon the like occafions. 

There is a watch every hour of the 
night, who never fail to give the 
alarm upon all accidents of this na¬ 
ture. 

That fame day they celebrated ihcF/pival tf 
feaft of Eajier^ to the great joy 
the RuJJiamf as well becaufe the de- 
fired time was come when Chrifl 
was to rife, as becaufe it put an end 
to Lmt. You hear the bells all the 
night before, all the day itfelf, and 
the next day. They then begin to 
give Ea^er eggs, which continues 
for a fortnight, a cuftom as well a- ' 

raong 
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1702. mong the great as the fmallj the old 
the young, who mutually make 
eachjOchcrprefentsof themj and the 
fliops are every where full of them 
coloured and boiled; the moft com¬ 
mon colour of them being a plum 
blue, though there are alfo fuch 
as are green and white, very neat; 
fome arc very well painted, and worth 
two or three rlx-dollars; and, in 
lliorr, many of them have thefe 
-dfords upon them, CHRISTOS 
WOS CHREST, Chri/i U rijht, 
Perfons of difttndlion have them at 
their hbufes, and prefent them to 
fuch as cbmt to fee them; at the 
fame tiirie killing them upon the 
mouthj and faying, CHRISTOS 
WOS CHREST, to which the 
other anfwcrt, WOISTINO WOS 
CHREST, ^ Tea^ be h truly rijht. 
The middling fort of people give 
them to each other in the ftreets in 
the manner we have fa id, and no 
body refufes them of what fex or 
condition foevtr. Servants alfo carry 
them into their maRers, who make 
them a prefent called Praesmk. They 
brought me thirteen or fourteen very 
neatly coloured by women; and for¬ 
merly thefe prefen ts were made a 
very ferbus bulinefs, but things have 
lately been much altered in this re- 
fpefl as well as the reft. The RuJ- 
fians of quality and foreign merchants 
have bdeed prelenred the congra¬ 
tulatory eggs to his Majcfty now on 
the throne, and have received the 
lame from him, but thecuftom isover. 
April 9. Upon the ninth the Czar recreated 
Rttffothn himfelf again upon the river Mstkn. 

* The watermen in his Majefty’s fhal- 
MoaJu, lop, and thofe in that of the Prb- 
cefs his filler, were in white Ihirts, 
after the Dutch faftijon, laced down 
before; and all the foreign merchants 
had orders, the night before, each 
of them to get ready two, Thefe 
boats had two (mail mafts, that they 
might fail if there was wind. They 
fell down the river from the country 
houfe of the General Felt^MarJkal 
BcrieiPetrcfwUz CmremHof^ oppofue 
to his Majefty’s fine houfe, called 
Worobjmoegitro, where he had the 
day before enteniincd his Majefty 


and all his train, confiftlng of the 
Czarian Prince, the Princefs, hrsvv^sJ 
Maiefty's lifter, attended by three 
or four Rr^an Ladles; a number of 
Lords and officers of his boulhold, 
ourRclident,fome foreign merchants,: 
and about fifteen or lixteen Germntt 
Ladies. All the lhatlops appeared 
before the houfe of this Nobleman^ 
being about forty in alt, with each 
ten or twelve oars. The Czar be¬ 
ing embarked with all his company, 
they went down the river at a great 
rate b^ond the bridge, and pro¬ 
ceeded CO Kclcnfnensht a country- 
houfe belonging to his Majefty, a* 
bout twenty werfts from Mcfcm by 
water, ihoughj riot above foven by 
land, where they got out about fo- 
ven o* clock, and met with a moft 
royal fopper. The next day they 
were entertained in the fame manner, 
and had mufic; and about Three in 
the afternoon they came back to 
town, fome in coaches, fome in 
cala flies, and fome on horfeback. 

The next day Mr. Brandti enter- 
tained his Majefty, attended by the 
Refident of MoJiand^ and leveral 
tbers, Bngiijh Dutch. They were 
fo merry that the Czar ftaid till ele¬ 
ven at night, and the reft till two 
in the morning. 

Upon the mneteentb I had orders 
to early the young PrincelTcs piflures 
to the Emprefs, that flic might fee 
them now they were finilhed. I 
went with Prince jVtxander^ brother- 
in-law, but this Princefs was fo much 
out of order that flie was even in 
bed. However I placed the piflures 
fo that £he might fee them; Ihe 
feemed to like them, thanked, and pre- 
fented me with a purfe of gold, which 
Ihe delivered to me with her own 
hand, and did me the honour to give 
me to klfs. She then alked me if I 
ftiould flay long enough in the coun¬ 
try to pint them over again; «> 
which having returned an anfwer 
one of the young PrincelTes gave us 
brandy m a little gilt cup, then a 
glafi of wine^ ^nd (b took our 
leave. From thence I carried the 
pifbres to the palace of Prince Alex- 
*ndtr^ where 1 packed them up, fo 

as 
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1702. as to be fir to fend aw^y. The fame 
night the Czar, aicended by Prince 
Alexander , the Patriarch Mekile 
Moyjewitx^ Sokfy keeper of the great 
fcal, the firft Minifter of Ihte, 
Count Fedder Alexewtlz 
theSieur Ga&rtelGoI/^kiem, iht Knez 
Gr^ory Gregaiewitz Rofiodanofikie ^ 
Bajar^ the ^ez *Tuerje Fuerjewkz 
Froctbctskoy^ and the Stolmck, who 
waits on his Majcfty ac table, attend¬ 
ed by thele he ict out for Arch~ 
angel, 

Theydean Mean time they prepared to clean 

ihcmyi. ways in the Slabode., which they 
began to do upon the t’wenty Jixth ; 
hfft they threw the dirt up along the 
fidcs of the houfes, that fo it might 
he carried olfi having made choice 
of two Germans to direft the work i 
and th^ acquitted ihemfclves fo well 
of their charge, that at the end of 
the week the ftreets and ways were 
fo mended, that people began to 
walk up and down a little. 

A flood. Upon thc/Arir;/ of May we bad ad¬ 
vice from Archangel^ that the thaw 
had fwcllcd the river there to a moft 
extraordmary degree, and that it had 
done much mifchlefj that moft of 
the houfes near the fort of the new 
jywhsko had been over-flowed; that 
the tinaber and work in his Ma|efty's 
dock-yard bad been carried off by it ^ 
that a Chip upon the flocks had been 
turned copfy.turvy by it; that cer¬ 
tain fhips at anchor before the town 
had been driven againfl the bridge of 
the palace of the merchants: In 
Ihort that the water had even moun¬ 
ted up to fome of the gardens in the 
city. 

The next day they began to re¬ 
move the dirt in the Slabode, every 
body having leave to do it at his 
own expence, and to carry it into 
his garden to heighten, or to dif- 
pofe of it clfewhere, as he fhould 
think moft neceflary and convenient. 
And the more flill to forward this 
work the German merchants met at 
the hall of the Lords, a line houfe, well 
feared in a fine garden, where they 
chofe two other furveyors whom 
they added to the two former; this 
VoL. L 
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clcjSion was by moft voices, each 1702.' 
writing down the name of the per-^-^V^. 
fon he was for upon a little bit of 
paper. To thele, they added eight 
others by way of afljflanis, and 
invefted them with a fulTicienc au¬ 
thority. 

The nintb, being the feftlval of Sr, 
Nkhlas, wc had letters from /*/- 
land, dared the 28 th of the month 
beforfij with the doleful News of the 
Death of his Erifatmic Majclly, IFU- 
Uam the HI. of glorious memory, 
after a ficknefs of but four days. 

This caufed a great con Her nation 
among the llrangers, but chiefly a- 
mong our countrymen, who heft 
knew the great worth of that Prince, 
for whom they put themfclvcs iiuo 
mourning for fix weeks. 

Upon the nineteejtlh, we Itad advice 
of a great inundation that had hap¬ 
pened in Holland, that it had drown¬ 
ed fevcral villages, and been the death 
of a number of people. It was ad¬ 
ded the Allies had carried Keyfcr^ 

Jwaert. 

Upon the iwetify-firfl, they cele-Fenil m 
bra ted the feflival of iVatla 
skai Bsgarodiejfa, a town were they 
pretend the Virgin Mary to have 
formerly appeared, and which they 
keep in remembrance in one of the 
churches of this city, conflandy up¬ 
on the ^burfday before Pentecofi, 
which they call Eeemk, Some of 
the clergy go that day early In the 
morning, to a pit or ditch, and caft 
into it rhofe chat have been mur¬ 
dered, and thole that have fuffered 
execution, for crimes. Thcfe pits, 
of which there are three or four 
about Mofcffva, arc lilied up every 
year, and new ones are dug, which 
was done the night before. That 
day abb they butted the Emprefss 
mother, who died the day before, 
for they never keep the dead 
long above ground, which, is whac 
we lhall have occalion to dilate on 
hereafter. This funeral was ivirhouc 
any ceremony. The lame day, in 
the morning, a Are broke out ac 
Mojeaw, and could not be put out 
before to of the clock. Upon ihe 
K third 
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1702. third of Junt the like happened at c<m. About the fame time certain 170a. 
village not far off, and upon the Merchants fet out for 
j'mrteentb^ for the third time at Mof- 
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I 'ProduBkm of the Earth, Fruits, Cmntry-Houfes, Fijh- 

[ Ponds, and other things the Ruffians delight in. Ruffian 

5 I Hermits in Prifon, 

i; 

I T Went fometimes to take the frefli 

air in the country with my 
friends i and one day, in July, as 
I was in the woods I found certain 
Goofe-berrles, they call Ct^k^itfii, 
i ' which have a very pleaiant acid- 

The hotter fort of people eat them 
with honey or fugar as we do ftraw- 
berries, and make a fort of fherbec 
with them, which is a refrefhing li¬ 
quor for hek folks. The woods about 


M&Jtow are full of this fruit, which 
grows in the fhade of the trees 
throughout all Su^. The word 
Cofmitfa £gnihes afloney goofe-ber- 
ry, and to fay the truth a Hone it 
has. Every ftalk produces three or 
four others fmaller, by which hang 
the goofe-bcrrics in clufters of twen¬ 
ty together, as may be in the 
next Plate letter A. Their leaves 
are green winter and fummer, and 
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1702. thejf arc ripe in July, There is alfo 
annihcr fort of them, called Brufnh^ 
/a, larger than the former, and grow 
lingle tike thofc goofe-berrits in our 
Country, which grow zo or 30 in 
a cluAcr. Thcfc do not grow above 
a fpan from the ground, and others 
about half as high again. Great 
tjuantiiies of them are every year 
carried to where both 

Grangers and Ru^jam lay in a ftorc 
of them. Thefe laft put them into 
tubs or calks of water, and there 
leave them all the fummer} they 
then draw it off and drink it, and 
very ^ refreQiing and pleafanr it is, 
efpecially ifyoufweeien it with fugar 
or honey, and they are alfo eaten 
^ by way of refrclhment. The Ger- 

nmm fqueeze the juice out of them, 
which they boil with honey and fu- 
pr to a certain confiftcncc, and ufe 
it with their roaft-meat, which it 
rclifttes mofl admirably. They keep 
it alfo in a little calk, and mix it up 
with the Juice of other gooic-berries, 
a liquor wherewith they regale their 
friends, and is very grateful to the 
palate. The leaf of thefe is like 
that of the role, as you may fee 
in letter B, and 1$ an ever green. 
^am,RuJia naturally produces roots and 
srr "^"-greens in abundance. They have 
cabbages they call which 

they llorc up, and which the poor 
cat twice a day j cucumbers alfo, 
called which they eat like 

apples and pears, and are Acred up for 
all the year round, even by the moA 
conhderable people. This Gountry 
in like manner, produces abundance 
of garlic, which they are very fond 
of, as may be fmelt at a diAance. 
They call it Sit^nok. Horfe-radilh 
called Green, is there very common, 
and they make good fauces of it, 
wih for fifo and HeAi. Torneps 
they have of fcveral forts, as alfo 
red cabbages, and colly-flowers which 
Arangers have brought among them 
for lomc time paA. You have af- 
paragus thcie alfo and artichokes, 
but nobody cats them bur Arangers. 
And the fame it is with fome 
things that grow under ground: 
Wc taught them the culture of 
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the carror, parfliip, and beet-root, 1702, 
of which they have now great plen-'-^^^Xl 
ty, as alfo of fallering and cellery, 
to ihciii before unknown, but now 
admired by them. The places a* 
bout Mojicas produce plenty of Araw- 
berries, efpceially of the fnialJ fortj 
the larger they cat in the Iiand. 

They have rafoerries alfo, and plen¬ 
ty of a large fort of melon; they 
are very large, bur too watery, not 
very unlike our cucumbers, and 
produce no great quantity of feed. 

As for fruit-trees, they have ma- 
ny flnall-nuts, and a few wall-nuts. 

1 heir apples are good, and pleafont 
to look at, as well the fweec as the 
four: I have had fome of them fo 
tranfparcnt you might fee the Ker¬ 
nels in them. It is otherwife with 
the pears, w'hich are more foarcc, and 
not fo good i befides they are fmalh 
The lame indiflerence may be ei- 
prelled of their plumbs and cherries, 
excepting thofo in the gardens be- 
longing to the Germans} they 
very near, full of good gaofo-bcr-#'^rMHfF^. 
ries, and many kinds of flowers; but 
the gardens of the Rujiam arc wild, 
artlei’s, and void of ornament. Foun¬ 
tains and jetteaus are there unknown, 
though they have water in abundance, 
and it were eafy to have them, and 
at a very ftnall cxpence. They begin 
however, to change in this refpedl, 
as well as in that of their buildings, 
lince the Caar has been tn our pro- 
vi n CCS. The Knez Dan 'sel Gregeritz 
Sfrkmkie has a garden in the Dutch 
taAe, Jiear his village, called SiHjorae., 
about 13 werAs from ; ii js 

pretty large, and neat enough; tho’ 
we muA not forget he had a gardener 
from Holland} and indeed it is the 
lineA garden in all the country. Up¬ 
on the whole there are bur few cu- 
riofldes in Mufetray, The great beau- fail 

ty of their country-houics, is in their 
fiflii-ponds, which are admirable. 

You have often two or three of rhem 
about a houfe, fpacious and full of 
fifli, which they arc very fond of; 
and when any of their friendE come 
to fee them, the flrA thing they do, 
is to divert them with nets thrown 
into the water, ami fometimes at a 
2 caA 


TiSg T R A 

1702. caft they fliall catch as much fiHi 

would fill 20 or 30 dillicSi and 
fomctltncs more* 

I ftiall never forget a party of 
pleafore I had with fomc Dutch La¬ 
dies, with whom 1 went to pay a vt- 
fit to Mr, Sirefemfy a rich man, who 
lived ac the village of facktloof^ 15 
werfts from M<>fcQis,\ where he re¬ 
ceived us very courtcouQy, This 
gentleman had an handfotne wife, a 
mighty good natured fort of a wo¬ 
man, who did all flic could to make 
us ^ merry. The houfe was well 
hutlr, full of fine apartments, and 
what is remarkable, it had a kitch¬ 
en after the Dutch manner, 2 very 
neat one, where our Ladies dreffed 
fome difhes of fifti after our manner, 
though wc bad a good provifion of 
cold meat, befide a fcore of difhes 
of fifh in the ^ijfian way, with good 
fauces. After dinner they carried us 
into a room where hung fevcral 
ropes by the beams, Thefe were 
to fwing in, the ufual paftime of the 
country; and accordingly the Lady of 
the houfe took her torn at it, being 
fwung by two waiting maids, who 
were pretty enough; while (he was 
fwinging me took a child in her lap, 
und began to fing with her maids 
very agreeably, and in a mofl oblig¬ 
ing manner; begging wc would cx- 
cufe her, afiuring us fhc would have 
fent for mafic, had flic had time e- 
nough. When we had thanked her 
for her favours, ftie carried us to 
the pond, and ordered them to get 
us fome fifli to carry frefh home 
with us. Wc took leave of our kind 
entertainers, and got into our coach 
prodigioufly well pleafed with them. 

On one fide ot this village 1 per¬ 
ceived a tree of extraordinary fize, 
with wide fpreading branches, finc- 
" ly proportioned with a trunk of three 

fathom and a half in circumference; 
it was a white poplar which the Ruf- 
Jiatit call jijiua, 

-‘Moft of the ftrangers have gardens 
behind their houfes, or in the coun¬ 
try, where they carefully cultivate 
feveral forts of fruits and flowers, 
which they fent) for from home. 
The beds in the gardens are bor- 
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dered with plank inflead of bo>:, and 1702. 
as the country in itfelf is defeftive 
as to flowers, thofe in the woods 
being very indifferent, wc cannot 
pleafe the Rajiam better than by 
giving them nofe-gays when they 
come to fee our gardens. There 
are however fome curious people, 
among the better ferr, who have 
the like, and endeavour to cultivate 
flowers. 

Their manners are remarkable 
enough : When they pay a vifit, and 
go into a room they do not fay a 
word, but look about for the pic¬ 
ture of fome faint, wherewith tncic 
rooms are always hung; they make 4 
three low bows to it, and making feve¬ 
ral figns of the crois they fay Gofpodi 
Fomifus ‘‘ Lord have mer^ upon 
“ me; or Mier Efdom ZjeiewetJb- 
nm ** Peace be to this houfe, and 
” to thofe that dwell therein;'* again 
making figns of the Crofe; Then 
they falute the people of the 
houfe, and fpcak to them. This is 
2 cuflom they obferve even when 
they go to fee flrangers, addref- 
fing thcmfclves to the fir ft picture 
they fee, for fear they Ihould not 
pay the firft honours to God, as they 
ought. Their greateft diverflon is 
hawking, and courfing with grey¬ 
hounds ; and they are under go(^ re¬ 
gulations as to this matter, the num¬ 
ber of dogs every one may keep be¬ 
ing fixed according to his rank; and 
befides thefe their private diverfions 
are but few. Their muficat inflru- 
menis for the mofl part, are the 
harp, the kettle-drum, the bag-pipe, 
and the hunting-horn. They take 
great delight In being with mad peo¬ 
ple, or fuch as are deformed, or 
deep in liquor, when they happen 
to DC fo to excels. When they en¬ 
tertain their friends, they fit down 
to table at ten in the morning, and 
art at one in the afternoon to go 
omc 10 llccp, and this they do 
winter and fummer. Their manner 
of ivriting is very odd; they take 
the paper in their left hand, and putj^^f* 
it upon their knees and write in that 
pofture; there are however fome of 
them who begin to write like us, 

3 and 
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1702, and particularly in their offices. 
Their manner of fewing is alfo dif- 
from ours j they put the thitn-* 

iiy. ble upon the firft finger, and with 
char and the thumh,^ they pul) the 
thread to and fro, diredtly oppofue 
ro our manner. They ufe their 
feet alfo, which are commonly hare, 
upon this occaGon, and will hold 
f heir work between their toes, as well 
as wc can between our knees, or 
by pinning it faft. But I mufl own 
1 have lecti them do other wife. 

RufTan ip the beginning of y«/y, 1 went 
wjth a friend to Prebt'6fenskB, to fee 
three hermits, who hud been pri- 
foners there for four or five days. 
They had lived fgmewhere about 
upon the banks of a fmall 
river that falls into the Timubg, I 
was furpriacd at the fight of ilicm i 
the oldefl was about feventy, and 
the other two fcemed to be about 
fifty. The firft had lived forty years 
in that place, in the hollow of a 
rock, where he had been once taken 
by the Tartars-mi fold to the Turks j 
but making his efcape in a little 
while afterwards, he returned to his 
hermitage, where he had pafled his 
days ever fince. They faid he was 
accufed of Araylng from the Euf- 
Jiaii faith; but he denied the charge, 
defiring he might be examined, and 
d^laring he was ready to fuffer the 
gneateft torments for the glory of 
y^fus Chrifi^ though he could nei¬ 
ther write nor read. They had no- 
ilung on but a dark coarlc gown; 
their hair hung half way down their 
backs, was never combed, and ib 
covered their faces, there was no fee- 
iii|: them without putting the hair 
afide; in Ihorc they looked like very 
ravages.^ Upon the breaft they had 
a great ironcrofs, that weighed four 
pounds at tcaft; it hung by two bands 
of the fame metal, which went over 
theu" fhoulders, fell down behind 
the back, and were hooked TO ano¬ 
ther of the (ame mecal^ which fer- 
ved for a girdle and was joined be> 
fore beneath the crofs upon the 
breaft. The two others exprellcd 
fo great a veneration for the old 
man, that they fupported him under 
VoJ.. I. 
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the arms, whenever he rofe up, as 1702. 
he did when we came to him. They 
were to have continued in this pri- 
fon till his Czarian Majcfly fhould 
return; they were tt^ciher, thev 
had no irons on, and fat in an open 
place Upon Ibtne mats in a corner, 
and at ibme difiance from the reft. 

The prifoners in the fame place were 
tnofi of them chained by the foot, 
bur with fo Ihort a range they could 
hardly fijr, and had each of them a 
keeper within, hefides thole without, 
to prevent their eicaping. Thispri- 
fon was made of good lofty timbers, 
fmall, fquare, and open at top; tbo' 
iherc were feme covered places in 
it. 1 had a great mind to take a 
fecond view of ihcfe hermits, but 
was told they were removed to a 
neighbouring houfe, and that they 
were to ftay til! farther orders. 

Towards the end of this monih^v.*^ 
advice cajneof another victory over^'’ 
the Svistdes, The Emprefs lent for* 
me a little afterwards ro paint 
young Princefles a leconcf rime rnp^gPrim. 
great and Iiabited as before. 1 would f > 
fain have avoided the talk, and hum- 
bly befoughe flic would cucufe me, 
pretending I was under a necefilty 
to purfue my travels; but perceiv¬ 
ing file was a little out of humour 
at it, I, for many realbns, rcfolvcd 
to fatisfy her, and began the work 
without lofs of time. 

Upon the Jifth of Jum the mer¬ 
chants, that were left at Msfcirs^^ 
wen t from t hen ce to JlrcbangeL We 
attended them, as the cuftoin is, ten 
werlls out of tlie town, to a village 
upon the Joafat where there were 
tents fpread under them to pals Ibme 
time with feveral Ladies: at length 
drinking to their good journey we 
returned to the city as we came. 

Some days afterwards, as 1 was y, ^ 
walking in the garden behind ourrra«r utitt 
houlc, with a gun in my hand, *'***’*■ 
my cullom often was, to kill fnipes 
and ducks upon the pond or river 
iTmfa^ I perceived a crane in the 
air over my head: Headed my piece 
with a ball, the common bird fiioc 
not being enough to kill fo btge a 
bird, and had the good luck to bring 
L him 
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^Aion *ntn flip nand This was have them in the country for their 1702* 
en^^^^^^ pleafore.botdteyfendfor 

but few or none of ihefe birds m elfewtee. I had bun toafted, but 
this part, though there arc thofe who he taued of the ten. 




CHAR IX. 

Defeription of Mofeow. Number of the Churches and Mo- 
siafierks of this Ciij, with many other Particulars. 


I T is now high time to fpcak a 
little more particularly concern¬ 
ing the ftates of his Czarian Majefty, 
who, with hb own mouth, gave me 
full leave to write what 1 fliould 
ihlnk proper on this fubjeft, ^ fo I 
confined royfclf within the limits of 
truth. 

I fliall begin with the city of Mo/~ 
fOTt’, which I took a view of from 
the top of one of this Princess pa¬ 
laces, called Worohjffwttf a wood¬ 
en building of great extent, and 
two fiories high. On the ground- 
floor it contains 124 rooms, and, I 
dare lay, there may be as many a- 
bove, and is furrounded with a wood¬ 
en wall* It flands upon an eminence 
oppoftte to the nunnery of DiVfitfiy 
on the other fide of the river Moika^ 
three w’Crfts from Mofiffu; to the 
weftward, 1 had feme days be¬ 
fore been entertained there, together 
with fomc others, and fome Ladies, 
by Prince J/exarider’i brother-in-law. 
The C^ar had pitch’d upn this place 
as the moft proper for my defign, 
and indeed lb it was j but the Prin- 
cefs, his Majefiy^s filler, having taken 
it for the fummer, 1 begg’d this Gen¬ 
tleman, the Prince’s brother-in-law, 
to favour me ib far as to go with 
me, 10 communicate Ills Majefty's 
order to her. She anfwcred, I might 
come when I would, but defired I 
would bring but one perfon with 
me. 1 went fevcral days^ together, 
and performed my talk, with water- 
colours upon paper, from one of 
riic windows of the palace, as may 
bcobferved in N®. 12. From hence 

3 


you had a profpefl of every thing 
in the town and about it, and 
every particular is carefully diftin- 
guifhed by numeral figures as fol¬ 
lows: (i; The new mooaftery of 
Dewitif or of the maids i (2) The 
quarters of a regiment of foot j (j} 
Ji^orjirukiy or the porter's lodge; (4^ 
A place called Sufehmea-y {5) The 
cloifter called Nowhusty Mfmtfirr-, 
(6) Saufimkiy Monafiir , fo called 
from St, (y) The church of 

Nkalay-na Phlpachy dedicated to Sr. 
l!^icdaiy and 10 called for that rea- 
fon 5 (8) The church of Btagtrs^pp 
chinHy or the annunciation of the 
Virgin Mary; (9) Drj.’its M^nafitr 
Siratbnoiy or convent of the maid 
of fuffering ; (to)UltrettmhiaBacb^ 
na, or the tower of the gate of X^- 
tretenSy {\i) Potr^ffehey Mmajlir. or 
convent of St. Peter 1 (-iz) The 
palace or caftle; f 13^ Prahska Bajeh- 
nay the name of the tower of the 
church without the palace j fi4^ 
The church of SaSooTy that is the 
principal church In the city, or where 
there arc moft reliqucsj f 15^ I'Sfan 
IVelieky or the high tower of the 
caftle; (lb) Izerkf PbihtefwSy or 
the fine church built by PbUaiowa-y 
(ij) The church called IVaffoafenja 
Bomfehak't Ksdafcben'ay or the 
place of his Majefty’s weavers in linen 
cloth, on one fide of the church \(i^) 
The church of St. Nicbolai\(2o) Glym 
B^rccky or the church of EHas \ (21} 
Pugatmiy a church to called from the 
place it is built in; ^22j Andttonof 
Moftajiiry or the monaftery dedica¬ 
ted to Andronim i (tj) 'Fhc fine con¬ 
vent 
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lyoZt vent tailed or of the 

new Savior; {z^} The palace of the 
dotlfer of Kridtljcbi (25) Donsh 
MonaJUrj or the convent of the Dau- 
febej mother of God: (z6} Spafa- 
N<r>:oj Mmafiir^ or the new cloifter 
dedicated to one Savior 5 (zj) The 
convent of Andrewi (28) The clot- 
fler of Dankl, called Damiojlki Mj- 
(z^) The river of Mmkay 
f 30 ) Gsra^ or the hill of 

Sparrows, 

jiMtlfri Some authors will have It that 
Mbjeow was formerly as big again as it 
now; but Upon due enquiry I find 
it is now greater than ever it was, 
and that it never fo abounded with 
ftonc buildings as it does at prefent, 
the number of which increafes every 
day. This city is in 55 degrees 30 
minutes of northern latitude, and is 
indifferently called Mi^cow, Msska, 
Musk/m znAMoJeua, It Hands in the 
fouthern pans/ and nearly in the 
center of Ru£ia^ or of Mufeovy^ up¬ 


on the little river of M^ska, whofe 1702. 
name it borrows. It is three good 
leagues in circumference, without the 
earth-wall, and has twelve gates; 

('I^ That they call Famffe Warate^'iht higntH 
or the gate of a whole ftreet ^ 

of the fame name, and ft retches a- 
way to the 'Rtd~*wali or Kitai. (2) 

The gate of Mejhiu, which has a 
ftreec of the fame name; ihefc two 
gates which are of ftonc belong to the 
ftone-walL The ^3} is called the U/- 
iretenjc Brahn^ and is properly no 
more than a way leading to the gate 
of the city of that name, for there is 
no gate on that fide, in the earth-wall, 
there 13 only an opening. The (^) 
Pairoff}*^ where there is a ftreet the 
fame which leads to the city. The 
(^) ^-werkske, where there is a ftreet 
the fame. The (6J Mekitjif with a 
ftreet the fame. The {j) Arbatfe, 

The (Z) Frefzikhwetfcbe^ formerly 
called *tZertelfet with a ftreet ahb. 

The (9J Drtf^etfcbe, liiuaicd the 



fame* 
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1702, fame, Tkt(io)Kakmt 3 ke, upon the 
riverofThe^iijihe(ame, 
The {i&)^Tagitn/t or in the 

fame manner. 

Having taken this round, 1 the 
next day went about the wall of the 
city itfelf, called Bfisy Gorod^ and 
found it was but an hour and half 
in circumference. Between each of 
Titwili. the gates ol the city, juft now 
named, there are two towers upon 
the walls, and between fome three. 
They are fqtiire, but by no means fit 
for canndn, and 400 paces from one 
another.' 'There arc but two gates, 
between which there are none, where 
his Majefty has made a garden j fo 
that there is no going quite round 
by the fide of the wall, M&/cm 
is divided into four parts, the firft 
of which is the caftlc or palace 
called yiremj^rod, upon, the river 
Mcikat which flows to the weft- 
ward, and falls into the Ocean, near 
the city of Cnkmna, thirty fijt leagues 
from and the Oeca falls in¬ 

to the iVolga, tiear Ntfi-Ncfii^Qrfsd^ 
a hundred leagues from Mcjccfis. 
This caftle is furrounded with a 
high ftonc wall, flanked with le¬ 
ver a' towers, and the plate above 
is the fine view of it from the fide 
of the river near the great bridge. 
It has four gates, the Spakae, where 
is thedyal, i.[\s.Nihhkc^ Demkamcn-^ 
mn-^ria, the 'Trijwalske, and the 
Taynuski, and is furrounded by a dry 
ditch down to the river. As there 
is no cannon in this caftle, they 
fire in the arfenal upon the rejoic¬ 
ing days, and plant fome in the ba- 
zat or great market-place before the 
1702, court. This caftle, where the Czar 
never re (ides, is built with blocks 
June j. for moft part 

pretty dark j but the Patriarch has 
his abode there, and the courts of 
juft ice, called her Prikaes, are held 
there. The chief Lords of the 
court had al(b fome houles there, 
which his Majefty has laid hands 
on, for himfelf, excepting one. In 
the midft of the great court, which 
is furrounded with buildings, you 
lee a tower called Jwan Welike, or 
great yohn, where is the great bell 


which fell in the fire of 170 r , and 1703.* 
fplki theyoreteni it weighs a 6(5666 
pounds, of Dutch weight, or 8000^^*’^ 
poel, each poel 33 pounda of our 
country i it was founded in the reign v 
of the great Duke Gudenm. You 
go up by toS fteps to the place 
where it is j thefe fteps are between 
two towers, and you ft ill fee it in 
the place where it fdl; It is of an- 
enormous ftze, has RuJJi&n charac* 
ters on the borders of it, and three 
heads on one fide, in bafs relief. v 
You go up 31 fteps higher, andw-#/ 
there you have eight other bells 
in the crofs pieces of the windows 
of this tower, and nine others 30 
fteps above thele, hung in the ^mc 
manner, Ibmc bigger than the other, 
and Ibmc two and two, which you 
get at by wooden ladders, the one 
of twenty fteps, the other of ten. 

From the top of this tower you ftc 
the city with all poftible advantage, 
and the great number of ftonc 
churches it is full of; the domes 
and ftecplcs of Ibme of which being 
gilt, have a fine effect when the 
fun (hines out; but there is nothing 
fo magnificent as the church of 
boor. Befides this, there are many Saboiir. 
fine buildings of ft one In this city ; 
where they are now at work upon a 
new arfenal, a great wooden build- 
ing, before the gate of Sc, Nicotas, “A 
for the prefenting .of theatrical pieces. 

They have even this year fent for 
comedians from Dantzkk , who C«w/dfdw, 
played fome pieces at the hotel of 
the deceafcd General ie V'ort this 
winter and the Ruffians have ai- 
ready begun to imitate them, ha v-It Hid¬ 
ing made a licclc attempt that way,“*‘ 
no great matter, in truths as you 
may imagine; but this is certain of 
them, they do not want a genius; 
befides that they ate fqnd of imita-^^ ^^' 
tion, let it be good or evil; and 
when they are made fcnfible of any 
fine manners very different from 
theirs, they frankly confefs them- 
felves out done, though, fay they, 
our way is good. 

Having thus fpoken of this firft 
part of the town, I go on to the 
fecond, which nearly covers a fourth 
2 part 
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1702, part of ihc caftle nex: to the city. 
It is called the Kut Kietay Gcrod^ 
is in about the midft of the 
city in general, and furrounded with 
a hit'll wall of Itone, called KraJ^ 
ih* rti najaflema, or the red wall^ becaule 
it really was of that colour former¬ 
ly, having been whitened in the 
reign of the Princefs Suphla Akxefna^ 
and her younger brothers. The 
Ciurcir, church of Sf. or the Hotf 

THmiy, built by an lialian archi¬ 
tect, and the chief in the city, is 
within this wall, oppoUte to the 
Market, caltlc. Here aho is the great mar-' 
ket which daily fwarms with people, 
the principal houfes, the merchants 
»w warehoules, and the fineft (hops, in 
particular ftreets, according to the 
goods they deal in. The fame there 
are, in covered places, for thole 
who fell cloths, fluffs, gold-works, 
filks, furs, and the like. The fo¬ 
reign merchants have aIfb their ware- 
houfes there, and go there every 
day upon the bufinefs of their trade. 
The artificers and pedlars, or fmall 
chapmen, have, like the reft, ftrccts 
peculiar to themfelves. 
fhirj divifion of the 

Svifimtf town is called Behy GorW, or the 
tLt'Tvw^, ioibite wail. This and the KUtay 
Cored entirely inclofc the caftle to 
the river of Maika, and this alfo has 
Tty fiti/e its wall. The ftnall river of Ne- 

KSiil through it, and has on 

the one fide the arfenal, and on the 
ocher the great Kabak^ or houlc 
where brandy is Ibid. 

Fytrth^rt The fourth parcordivi lion coniain- 

^ ^ ^ ed within the earth-wall, is called Ske^ 
roduai, or made in a hurryf this wall 
having been raifed in a very fhort time, 
and efpccially towardsthe ri versAfeji^ 
and Neglina, to keep out the 1‘arfars 
in the reign of the Czar Fedor Iwa* 
Ttowitz in 1584- This Prince was 
thefon of the Czar Ivan fFe^fewhs;, 
the firft that aflumed the title of Czar 
after he had fubdued to liis empire 
the kingdoms'of Kajemof, Cafaa, 
Fhy Siberia. The word 

< Mafeo-Czar, which is a native of the Scla-^ 
vonicf fignifies a. K.ing and not an 
Emperor, as fome authors would 
have itj the Sclavonians writing the 
Vol.L 
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word Ksifer or Emperor, Ztfar or 170 a. 
Kt's'.srj and the word Koning or King, 
Kavotie, The Gennam are I ike wife 
miftaken when they imagine the word 
Czai'ietfe fignifiesKt’^Ws orEmprefij 
it fignifies no more than Queen. 

Moft of the flabodes or habita¬ 
tions of ihtStrelfeij or military men, 
are in this part, though they were 
before wont to lie witKin the circuit 
of the red and white walls; but the 
Czar has thought fir to diflodge them 
thence on account of their inlblencc 
and freejuenr mutinies. 

Now with regard to buildings, 
nothing furprized me more, than 
the houfes and rooms they fell 
at market. Xhefe houfes or rooms 
arc framed of timbers or trees, which 
you may take to pieces and carry 
to where you pleafe, and fet them 
up again prefently. They fell this 
fort of building to the value of one 
or 200 rubles, each ruble worth five 
Dutch florins, and the rooms in pro¬ 
portion. 

Beyond the earth-wall you fee 
certain fuburbs, villages and monaf- 
teries, which are all round about 
the town, fome of them pretty clofe 
and full of people, andfbmeof them 
are even clofe to the wall. The 
llabode of the Germam\% not above a 
mile and half off, and there are many 
other villages to be leen beyond it. 

The churches and monafferies ofOeiatojim- 
the city of Mofeaw^ the caftle, the 
other divifions of the city, and near 
the earth-wall on the outfide are 
many in number that they reckon 
no lefs than 679 of them, including 
chapels. The ftrudlure of thefe 
churches is round like an apple, 

I" i i- 

as fome pretend to imitate the vault 
of Heaven, bur to help the chaunt 
of the Prlefts. Some have imagined 
the Riijjiatii attributed a oerrain vir¬ 
tue to bells, which was fome how 
or other agreeable to God i but they 
are equally in iff a ken i they only con- 
fecrate them, and ring them upon 
holydays before divine fervice. 

The monaft erics at Mofemsi 
about it, have difFcrenc names ; there ««. 
are two of them in the caftle, the 
firft of men, called T^udof Mmajiir^ 

M or 


170Z. or the tnonaftery of miracles, and 
'-''VNJhcre they intomb the Czarina's and 
the Princefl^; the Czars chentfclves 
lie in another place to be mcniioned 
hercafEer, The other of thefe mo¬ 
nallcries in the callle is for women, 
, and called W^nefemhiy or of the 
afcenlion of Jefus Chrift. There are 
fomc very rich ones too without the 
Aone wall of the city, as Spaskoi 
Monajliry or that of the Saviour of 
the world: Simomfikoty dedicated to 
a Saint called jlndmnuti Doushiy 
facred to the mother of Chrift, of 
whom they tell of miracles perform¬ 
ed on the Don or Tanah: Danihfy 
or that of Daniel: DewUfiy or the 
great monaftcry of maids: Nmmkoiy 
Slotoufienilooiy or that of Chr^Jlom : 
Iivanofskoiy or that of Sr. yohn: 
hejirumskoit or that of the Incarmtt- 
en: Warjonofikoiy to a certain Saint 
of that name; Eat%atoiy or that 
of lire Reception: Moijyi^j^ or that 
of Mofes: Strafjmy or the ter¬ 
rible: Sa-wi^tiihiy lb called from 
the place where it Hands .* Sinten^ 
skoiy or that of the meeting: Mi- 
Maefikoiy or that of St. Nicolaty with 
two others of the fame name, 
making in all twenty two monafte- 
Tics. The ftreets of the city arc al- 
moft all of them laid with timbers, 
or wooden bridges, and arenoipafla- 
blc in fummer when it rains, for 
the mud and dirt there always is 
ttpon fuch occafions. The number 
of thofe who keep ftiop in this city, 
is fo very great, that they mull 
take up with a fmall place to do 
their buHncft in, which they Ihut 
op when they come home at night, 
though there are fomc pretty lai^e 
Arceis too: There are alfo feveral 
Trickaety courts or offices, the chief 
of which is that of Poffolfey for fo¬ 
reign affairs: \\i^RoJhdy where they 
keep the regifter of the Ruffian No* 
bility, Governors and other Minif- 
tersi the Dmreti where they keep 
the accounts of the Czar s houlhold j 
the Pojhewy or rcgifter-office lor 
all the lands in Ruffia j and in ftiorr, 
that of the regifter of the Strel/es 
or foldiery, whofe number has in- 
confidcrably dccreafcd fince the la A 
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fedition. All thele prlkaes are built iy02. 
in Hone, and are full of writers or 
clerks, in feveral apartments that 
look more like prifons than any thing 
clfe i and indeed they arc not fcldom 
converted to that ufe? for there they 
keep criminals chained in leparate 
places, and even debtors, who walk 
about there with irons at thdr heels. 

The chief clerks have rooms or 
offices apart, and in ibme of thefe 
prikaes they lit at a long table co¬ 
vered with a red cloth like the hang¬ 
ings of rooms. The regifters of the 
offices of thofe who had the charge 
of foreign affairs, « kept in that 
of Mfjens, Thofe of the laiyjs of 
the kingdoms of Ca/dn and 
cany and the provinces thereunto 
annexed, in that they call Kafans 
dWoores^ A new office has been 
erefted for the admiralty called Ruffi 
che^ncy where they keep a regifter 
of the arms. The apothecary is 
the fame place, as well as the re¬ 
gifter of the names of the goldfmiihs 
in his MajcAy's fervice, and who 
receive their pay there. The regif¬ 
ters of the belt part of the revenues 
of the ftate arc in the Bolfibaia 
The nobility, and the com- 
miflioners or chief clerks, have their 
trials in thofe of Soednoi fPoiodincy- 
shiy and Sudmi Mosiffikoi. The 
duties of the feals are paid into that 
Pet/atnoiy and are there regifter’d. 

All the religious houfes are fubjedt 
to the^ prikaes of the monafterics, 
and fpiritual caufes are adjudged in 
that of the patriarch, (’oiz,} all cafes 
of marriage, inheritances, arbitra¬ 
tions, difputes in families, adulteries 
and the like. That of yamsksi is 
the office for regiftring of the car¬ 
men or drivers, imployed every year 
in his Majefty’s fervice. When I wag 
at Mofanoy thefe eighteen prikaes 
were alt kept in the caftic, but with¬ 
out there were alfo feveral others, 
as that of Pufchkarifch for the r<> 
giftring of canon j i\sxi Sibierfih foe 
the affair of Siberia j the Roshoinay 
where they try for murders and other 
crimes. The head of thefe prlkaes 
IS generally one of the chief favorites, 
and one of the firft officers of ftaie, 

whom 
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1705. whom the Czarmvefts with this dig. 
nity by favour, or in reward for 
fcrviceSi It is a Hep alfo towards 
the very higheft employs, which are 
o§ttTtff thofe of Bsyardy or Counfellors of 
jiatt. Hate, who cannoc more apiJy be 
compared than with the Grandees of 
Spain^ and the Peers of Frame-, thofe 
of OhdmifQhes, wJio are thoic that 
wait on the Czar when he goes out j of 
the Tioemnie lyv^orctit, or noble Coun- 
feJlors j of the JDoemme IDisck, or Se¬ 
cretaries of the Council; of the Sto^ 
Inih, or Officers of bis Majefty’s table; 
of i\\zH^creties, or Officers of the courtj 
and of the Schtlji, an office fome-* 
what inferior. 'The firft of the No¬ 
bility, and thofe who have the ho¬ 
nour to be related to the Czarina, 
arc raifed to be Spdniclvs, or Gen- 
^f rhe bedchamber: After 
thefe follow the Hewards, the carvers, 
the cup-bearers, and fo on. His 
Wajcfly, fince his return from the 
^-Countries, has created an order 
under the patronage 
Sc. the ApoHlc, where¬ 

with he has already honoured five 
Gentlemen. The Count Fewdor A- 
Uxeviit^ Gollirwin, Boyard, fir ft Mi- 
nlfter of State, and high Admiral j 
Hetmarty the great General of the 
Cojfaciy Mr.Pr/Vte, EmbaiTador ex¬ 
traordinary from the King of PruF 
fiai the General Vclt-marffial Bms, 
and Pctrmvitz Czeremei&fi to thefe 
he made a prefent of the crofs of 
Sr. Andrev), with the image of that 
ffiamonds. To the 
(HI grandeur of this court we may add, 
that the Prince is a Monarch abfo- 
lute over all his fubjeas, that his 
will is the law, that he may difpofe 
of the lives and poficffionsof all his 
people from the loweft to the high- 
in fliorCj chat his power extends 
itfelf alfo to things facred, and that 
he may model the divine fervice, juft 
a^s the fancy takes him, which is what 
other crown'd heads forbear to meddle 
with, for fear of provoking the clergy. 

Punifi- Having thus ^oken of the rewards 

beftowed upon merit, and thofe who 
acquit themfcives bandfomcly of 
their duty, either in peace or in 
war, and have the adminiftraiion of 
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public affairs, we will now take 1702, 
iome notice of the puniffiments 
ffidted on crimes. The moft levere 
and dreadful is that of the flames; 

TO which purpofe they eredt a little 
fquare wooden houfe, which they 
load with ftraw within and wirhotiti 
rn this the criminal is fhut up when 
his fence nee IS pronounced, they then 
apply the fire, and the unhappy 
party is prefently ftifled and reduced 
to afhes. They behead with an ax 
upon a block, and hang as ellcwherc.r*^^' 
They alfo bury alive up to the fhoul-^’. 
ders, as has already been noted, 

Now alt thcle executions arc per¬ 
formed with fuch filcnce, that when 
they happen at one end of the town, 
the other knows nothing of the mat¬ 
ter. As for thofe wlio arc judged to 
be not quite worthy of death, they 
puniJh them with the knoer, a great 
leather thong or whip with whidi 
they ftrike lb furioully upon the 
bare back, as fometimes to put an 
end to life. Their way of giving 
this puniffiment is pretty odd; for 
the executioner pitching upon the 
man who ftems to be the ftrongeft 
and moft robuft of the ftanders-by, 
mounts the criminal upon his back, 
with his arms over the man’s flioul- ' 
ders, and meeting upon his breaft: 
he then ties his feet, and one of his 
affiftants raking him by the hair of 
the head, he gives him the number 
of ftrokes he is doomed to have, 
which when well applied, never fail 
CO take off the fkin. Drubbing 
with a ftick is for Icllcr crimes i 
in this cafe lay the criminal fiat upon 
his belly, one fits upon his head, 
and another upon his heels, while 
The fencence is executed. When they 
torture for confefllon, they hang the 
crimmai up, and ftrike him with 
the afore fa id knoer, and then draw 
a red hot iron over the wounds he 
has received: but the moft cruel of 
all tortures is when they ftiavc the 
crown of the head, and drop cold 
water upon if. The puniftimcnt 
inlblvent debtors, or of fuch as can*"'"*/ 
and will nor fatii^' creditors 
thus: they expofc them without the 
Prikaes, and at iievcral times ^ive 

them 
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1702. them three ftrokes of a cudgel on 
(✓Sojthe fide of the legs. Thofe who 
are indebted to the amount of 100 
rubles, or 500 dorins, are ferved In 
this manner every day for a month 
tc^ether, and thofe whole debts fall 
/bort of that (um^ are punlfhed in 
proportion. And when after all this, 
they cannot clear ihemfelves, they 
make an appraifemeoc of all they 
have, and deliver it to the creditors j 
and in ihort, if this will not do, 
they deliver up them, their wives, 
and children, to the creditors to 
make them amends by lervice; for 
which fervice they wipe off but five 
rubies a year for a man, and the 
half of it for a woman, becaufe 
they muft both feed and cloath them j 
and thus it is that they muft remain 
in the ftaie of fervice till the laft 
penny is paid» 

They fay Mofam is in the center 
and beft part of Mujc6'<^, 120 leagues 
from the frontiers all around j 86 
from thofe of Poland., and 460 from 
the empire of or the town 

of Tarkuy which is under the Muf 
oevke on this fide the Cajpiatt, al¬ 
lowing each league to be equal to 
an hour. From alfb to the 

laft froniier place belonging to the 
Czar in St&erja, or to the river of 
ylrgoen^ which divides the domini¬ 
ons of rhis Prince from thofe of the 
Cham of Cbma, 7600 werfts, or 
1320 leagues, and from thence to 
Pfkin^ the capital of China^ 2500 
werfts, as I have been told by the 
Sicur Evfrbard librantSt who travel¬ 
led this journey in quality of Envoy 
Sit^thntf^jQXn PuMa. As for Mufievy in ec- 

“ ncral, what the Latins call Rujia^ 
or Ruhray Black or Red Ruf- 
fsay and fometimes ihcLeJfer Rujia^ 
that is in the fbuthern parts of Po- 
hnd between Poiejiay Volbimay Po- 
dalidy T'ranfshmia and Hungary 
while Rufjia is to the northward of 
the Redy and is the largeft coun¬ 
try in Europey lying between the 
^ty lea, the river of the Caf- 

pian fea, a part of the f^olga^ the 
Crins or Preapian Tartary^ the Nte- 
Ptr or Boryfibmesy the great Dutchy 
of Lithuaniaf Li’voniay Ejiboniaj Jn- 
% 


grioy ^•medmy and the Swedijh Lap- 1702.* 
land, its chief cities are Mi>Jcora}y^‘~''y^ 
IPtdodmetyNffiiogorody SmolemkOy 
/any Bufgary jf/lracan, IVolegday PU-iy. 
kffosy Rejany jerojlawy Tcre/awy jircb^ 
angely and St, Nicholas. In the year 
‘ 533 * empire of Rujia was under 
the Great Duke or Czar Iivany or yobn ^ 
BafilowitZy an horrible tyrant, who ^ 
died in iSe )«r 1584. his fon 
dor or Theodore hcfanou’itZy fucceeded 
him that fame year, and died in the 
year 1598. Boris Goudenon poQki&d 
himfelf of the crown, and died, 
fuddenly in the year 1605. He was 
fucceeded by his fon Pedor Bor 1^0- 
*wijz GudemUy who reigned but three 
months, and was put to death by 
the falfe T)emetrim in 1606. He 
ufurped the throne, and was 
burnt by the Ruffians after he had 
reigned a year. He was fucceeded 
by Bajil Zuskiy whom his fubjedls 
dcUvered up to the PoleSy and died 
in the year 1610. Prince UladiJlatiS, 
the fon of Sigifmond King of Polandy 
reigned in his ftead, and in the year 
1613 . MiebahwitZy or Michael Fe- 
derawitz of Romanofy feized on the 
feepter, and reigned till the year 
164^. He was fucceeded by his fon 
jRexius Micbalowitz, who died the 
2 91 h of January 1676. Fedor jf/ex- 
appeared in his place, and died 
the ayih of j 4 pril i68z,. withouc 
ifliie. The Rujfans foon after elec¬ 
ted his brother Peter jdlexetoiiZy and 
a fatftion againft him crowned his 
brother Ivan jRexeviitz the lame 
year, whom they made a partner in 
the throne with him. He died on 
the Z9th of January 1696. 

They reckon here but eleven Va,-Pgirmtch. 
criarchs down to the year 1700 {rj 
Jo/y (2.) GermogeHy (3) IgnatiaSy 
whom, however, they do not reckon 
among the reft, becaufo he was a 
Roman Catholic under the pretender 
Demetriusy (4) Pbiiarety fr) Jofad^ 

( 6 ) ym ( 7 ) Nikoify ( 8 ) 

{T} Pcjiertmy {io) Joachimy [it) 
jMvaHj iince whom no one has 
been chofen to this day. 

In the year 1689, there were 44 
Boyars oT Counfcllors of State, of the 
following families, (z) of the Fami¬ 
ly 
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1702. I7 of the 'Lerkaffci^ (3) of that of 
lorv the Gditbem, (j) of the OJxJshy, 
of the Pt^orefiki^y (^) of the 
So/iickoictSp of the Wrujbre^^ f^) 
of the Czeremetof^ fMof* the Zfc/^o- 
^ukxy(\) of the BomdattQfski^ (1) of 
the Trokurof, (i) of the Repum, (i) 
of the fFoJcnskoy^ (i) of the KcM- 
(^) of the Berautcnsksyj (i J of 
the Tz^rbatof^ (2) of the 

(1) of the Sc&eyn^ (2) of theBtf^ar- 
iino, (j; of the Pmkm, (jJ of the 
Cbilkoff^ (i) of the Stuefehne^^ (i) of 
the Sabakim^ (z) of the Mikfiafihj 

(2) of iheNariu}kun$^(i)ofthe S&ksf- 
mm, Q) of therufcbk^,(i} oftheMa- 
tumkin, Thcfe ftrve the Czar in his 
council, and have the public AdmU 
niftration of af&irs. 

n* The troops this Prince commonly 


fittet. 


RuCu. 


keeps on foot amount to 46 or co 
thousand, behdes Ibme regiments of 
horfc and lances, who arc paid out 
of the royal treafury, and receive an 
annud (lipend in money, in corn and 
rn other necefTaries. In rimes of 
war they fummon the whole body 
of the Nohility, a potent bo¬ 
dy, which th^ compute at 200000, 
including their fervants, many of 
thelc Gcnilemen coming attended 
with 10, and others with 20 per/bns, 
and the lefs conlidcrable with two 
or three. 

The principal revenues of Rn&a, 
which have been already mentioned, 
anfe from the skins and furs, corn, 
leather, aflies, hemp, matts, tar, 
tallow and the like. A great fum 
arifes alfo from the Kabaks^ which 
are houfes belonging to the Czar, 
and where they fell brandy, beer, 
and mead. The culloms inward a- 
mount alfo to a confiderable deal. 
From jircbanget they tranfport into 
foreign countries Caviar^ and ifing- 
glals, which is the bladder of the 
3odis taken in quantities 
ac Mracan and other places on the 
y<dga. This lame ilinglafs is glM 


for the fining down of wine, and 1702 
makes a good glue, It is alfo 
uie in dying, 

^ 1 chink it may not be amlls here to *f 
give you the length of the days 
mghrs in Rujjia, The equinox falls^^ 
out upon the eighth September, 
makes the days and nights equal. 

Upon the i^em^ fourth the day is 
I I hours and the night 13, Upon 
the tenth of Oiisber the day is 10 
hours and the night 14, Upon the 
twenty fixth the day is 9 hours and 
the night Tg, Upon the eleventh 
of myernber the day is 8 hours and 
the night 16. Upon the twenty /?* 

’oenth the day is 7 hours and the 
nigh: 17. Upon the twelfth of De- 
ember the days begin it> lengthen. 

• ^<?L January the day 

IS 8 hours and the night 16. Upon 
the feventemtb the day is 9 hours 
and the night 15. Upon the feemd 
ol tebruary the day is 10 hours and 
the night 14. Upon the eighteenth 
the day is ii hours and the nighc 
13. Upon the fixth of March the 
vernal equinox makes the day and 
night equal, Upun the twenty fe— 
tend the day is 13 hours and the 
night 11. Upon the feventb of ^rj 7 
the day is 14 hours and the night 
10. Upon the twenty third the day 
is 15 hours and the night 9. Upon 
the ninth of May the day is i6 hours 
and the night 3 . Upon the twienty 
fifth the day is 17 hours and the 
night 7, Upon the twelfth of June 
the days begin to (horten. Upon the 
ftxth of July the day is 16 hours 
and the night 8, Upon the twenty 
feemd the day is hours and the 
night 9. Upon the frjl of Augufi 
the day is 14 hours and the night 
10. Upon the tieenty third the day 
is 13 hours and the night 1 f. Then 
comes the autumnal equinox and 
makes the day and night equal 
again. 
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;c H A R X. 

Change of Fafiions and Manners in Ruflh, ^Triumphal 
Arches raifed at Mofcow. The Czars Triumphant Entry 
for the taking of Nottcburgh. 


1702: 


ptfiwfi > I ^ IME tas wrought great chan- 
*Em‘ a 6^5 Empire, and eipeci- 

fir*^ ally fmce the Czar’s return from his 
travels. He immediately altered ihc 
falhion of drefs, as well with regard 
10 the men as to the women, and 
particularly with regard to thofe who 
had dependance on the Court, or 
enjoyed any office there, not except' 
ing one foul, not even children ; and 
the Rugian merchants and others 
r/drefs fo as not to be didlnguifhed 
« front the people of our country. 
The fame year an order was pub- 
lifhed, forbidding all Rajiam 10 ap¬ 
pear our of doors, without a coat 
of the PoUp fafbion, or being dref- 
fed after our manner. The fervaors 
to flrangers vi^ere the firfl that were 
compelled 10 this; for if they did 
not comply, they were fore to be 
taken from behind the fledges, and 
pay a fine before they had their li¬ 
berty again; but this did not affect 
the peaJants and people in the coun¬ 
try. As this great alteration may 
in lime blot out the remembrance of 
the ancient drefs of the country, I 
painted the drefs of the Ladies up¬ 
on canvafs, and have given a fide 
view of ir, that you may the bet¬ 
ter diflinguifli the ornaments bc< 
hind the head. This you have in 
N** 13, and the whole figure in 
N*" 14. 

It mufl be obferved that to 
have the hair uncovered is the fign 
of a maid; it would be a kind of in¬ 
famy for a married woman not to 
have hers covered. Thcfc have a 
fur cap upon the head, flat at top, 
and round at bottom, pointed round 
in form of a crown and inriched 
with precious flones as well at top 
as bottom. It is a Utile longer behind 
than before, and has two points; 
this cap is called TryoegL 


The ornament upon die head of 
the young Ladies here reprefenicd 
is alfo in form of a crown, or dia¬ 
dem rather, fee ofiF with pearls, and 
diamonds, and called Perewaske, 

Some tye a ribbon to ir, which they 
call Swirtskr ; what they wear about 
there neck Oferefje^ and the ear¬ 
rings Strg^. The upper garment 
lined with furs, is called Soehe^ the 
garment beneath Te/agree or S^rra- 
tMfji the (Lift Roc&aifhi the fleeves 
of which are lb wide and fo platted 
that they cake up fixteen or ieven- 
teen ells of cloth. The bracelets or 
ornaments for the arms, which fall 
upon their hands, are called Saraiavie. 

Their {lockings, which arc not to 
tyc up, Zselkii and ihcir flippers, 
which arc either red or yellow, 
with very high and fharp heels, 
Bafmakje, 

Befides this alteration in drels ^ 

Rji^am were obliged to flia vc the facc,*^ 
all but the upperlip, and thofe about 
the cgurr, as well as foine others, 
do not even fparc that. That this or¬ 
der might be executed to the urmoft, 
there were perfbns imployed to cut 
off the beards of all manner of per- 
fons without diftindlion i rhisfeemed 
fo very fevere to fome that they of¬ 
fered 10 dazzle the eyes of thofe, 
who had this extraordinary commif- 
fion, with money; but to no porpole, 
for they immediately met widt 
others who would give them no fort 
of quarter. And this was even done 
at the Czar s table, and every where 
die, to people even of the very firft 
quality; nor it is to be conceived what 
gtief it cauied; many there were 
who could not be comforted for the 
loft of their beards; their beards 
which they had worn fo long, and 
looked on as marks of honour and 
diflindtion; numbers there were who 

would 
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would have given any thing in the 
world to have hcen free from the 
power of this deftruaive law. 

Alterations in drefs however have 
not been fo very extraordinary among 
the women, excepting among ihc 
higher forr, who drefs juft as the 
women do with us. 

But to effea all tJtis thoroughly 
at the beginning, it was neceffary to 
fend for hats, ihocs, and the like 
from beyond-fea; but as this was 
both inconvenient and chargeable, 
the Rtijiam began to imitate thofc 
things, ill enough, as you may be¬ 
lieve in the beginning ; but thev did 
better afterwards when they'bad 
once got workmen from abroad to 
inftruft them a little j for as we 
have already faid, they are good at 
and fovc to j^^rn, 
reguUtions were alfo made 
^Sg^ts, who ufed ro be 
about the ftreers in fuch numbers 
both men and women, that you was 
alio ferrounded wiih them if you 
but ftept into a Jhop to buy any 
thing at But what is worfc 

tineves ufed to mix with them, to 
have the opportunity of cutting a 
purfe or poking a pocket, things 
which a Ru£ian confcicnce knows 
how to digeft with great eafe. The 
Czar reviving to put a ftop to thefe 
things ordered that no beggar ftiould 
prefumc to ask for alms in the 
ftrceis, and that no one ihould pre- 
lume to give them any thing, un- 
„ forfeiture of five rubles or 2C 

^ have feme lubfiftence, hofpitals wtre 

erei^ed for them not far from each 
church as well within as without 
which the Czar endowed 
with an annual income. And thus 
were people delivered from a terrible 
inconveniencci for there was no ftir- 
ring out of a church without being 
perteemed by thefe wretches from 
one cod of the ftrcct to the other: 

And It produced ftiH another good 
e^t, for many of thefe beggars be* 
thought them of working for fear 
of being locked up in an hofpitaj; 
for beggars naturally hate work, nor 
can indurc to have begging thought 
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mS oTa ftol’jithich 

..p.irrt-.S.S''- 

f -iid "Ot mher chut 

to work for his bread, or got into 
too fcrvioc. The youngVggar 

anlwer^ he did not know how to 
work, having never been taught to 
do any thing, and that as for going 
to feryice there was nobody ^ou\d 
take him. The merchant upon this 

obferwnghimtohaveagood honeft 

face, afked him if he would come 
and ferye him, if he would do k 
with diligence, and if he could get 
any body to anfwer for his fidelity; 
for ,t IS quite neceOary, and very 
common in this country, to require 
lecuriiy from fervants, for if you have 
if not, you have no remedy to refert 
to ifyou are robbed. The poor lad an- 
Kveredheknew nobody thar would be 
tound for him but God, whom he cal- 
fed to wiineJs that he would ferve him 
honeftly. The merchant was fatis- 
fied with this, took him into his ’ 
fervjce, and he proved a faithful 
fervanc; but it hapning that the 
young fellow grew a little too great 
with a fervant maid, and he geiting 
her with child, it was no feone? 
confirmed ro her, than flje lold him 
of it, and fince he had brought her 
ro lhame, he was ferioufly advifed 
to marry her. He bad no great 
mind to this, becaufe foe was an 
overmatch for him in years, but be¬ 
fog urged to keep his promife wiih 
her, and others afking him if he 
ilioiighc to juftify his condud wifo 
his fecurity, fmeaniiig GodJ he con- 
tefted he foould be pur to it fe to 
do, and promifbd to marry the wo¬ 
man, He did fo, and began a little 
trade with what he had faved in his 
mailers fervice, and he thrived ih 
well that he keeps now one of the 
top woollen-drapers foops InMofcm^ 
and is reckoned to be worth above 
30,000 livers. His wife is ftlll with 
him and they live very well together; 
but as foe is upwards of ftxty and 
foe children he liad of her are dead, 

he 
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1702, he would fain perfuadc her to let 
him maintain her in a convent, that 
fohe might have the propagation 
and enjoyment of a new family, 
which he might without any in* 
fringen^ent of the Saws of 
hut he has not as yet been able to 
prevail on her. 

jihtutiim Thefe alterations have even afFe^i- 
/> tb*^~ ed the publick offices, where all writ- 
ings ate now performed after our 
manner. The Czar has this much 
at heart, as well as every thing elfe 
that may be for the go^, welfare 
and fecurity dt the ftaie, where no¬ 
thing is done without his partici¬ 
pation, every thing goes through 
his hands. He has with extreme 
diligence already fortlhed 

STHfikmhi Kieof, and 
ti/fd. Archangel I and notwithflanding the 
vaft expence of all this, he has been 
fo good a manager that he has ftill 
5^300,000 rubles in his coffers; this he 
ti* fait. j(j|d htmfelf, and I had it after¬ 
wards from fevera! others; and that 
after having provided for all the ex- 
pences of the war, for the building 
of fhips, and all the other exigences 
iheftate. It is true indeed with 
regard to the building of fiiips, that 
/aT i® at the publick cxpcnce, every 
thoufand of the peafants being oblig¬ 
ed to bring in all that is necef&ry 
for building of a fhip, and every 
thing relating thereto. Thefe pea- 
fa nts are either the vaffals of this 
Prince or of fome Lords, or gentle¬ 
men, or monaftcries, which laft 
have great numbers of them, and 
particularly that of TrosytZy as has 
already been fald. 

And thus the fobjefts of this 
Prince have great reafon to pray to 
God to preferve him, and to blefs his 
reign, that they may draw nearer 
and nearer to the knowledge of fuch 
Things as may be of ufe and benefit 
to them. And great reafon they 
have to hope they fbalJ, for the 
young Heir to this Empire, now is 
1+ years old, who, young as he 
nJifatj treads already in the footfieps 
/Vwf. of his father, and gives great figns 
of undcrflanding and genius; he 
takes notice of every thing, is very 
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intjuifitivc, and is of a fine difpofi- 1702, 
tion; nor Is the Czar unmindful to^x-VV* 
cultivate all this in him, taking a 
moA particular care of his educa¬ 
tion, and, among other poinrs, cna- 
king him learn Latin and German, 

Upon the fourteenth Qi September, s,vitAiQi 
800 S‘wedijh prifoners, men, women 
and children, were brought into this 
city, and many of them were fold 
for 3 or 4 florins a head, foon after 
they raifed the price to 20 or 30. 

This incouraged the ftrangers to 
buy fbme of them, to the great good 
tuck of thefe poor people, it being 
their intention to keep thena no lon¬ 
ger than the war lafled, and then 
to give them their liberty. The Ruf 
Jiam alfo bought fcveral, but mifc- 
rable was the lot of thofe who fell 
into the hands of the Tartars, who 
carried them off into flavery, a 
raoft deplorable circumftance. 

Upon the twentieth^ news wasWotte. 
brought that Notteburgb had been 
taken by his Majeffys arms, and**' 
that the place had fur rend red upon 
certain conditions, after it had fuf- 
tained three affaults, and upon the 
tw^ty third they fung Te Dium up¬ 
on this occafion. 

Towards the end of this month 
it b^an to fhow, and in the be¬ 
ginning of OSiober it froze, but no¬ 
thing came of it, it rained ibon after, 
as it had to our great inconveni¬ 
ence for a long while before. 

A great number of merchantmen Shtjp at 
arrived this year ziArcbattgcli they^'^®^ 
reckoned no Icfs than 154, viz. 66 
Kagltjhme^, under rhe convoy of 4 
men of war, as many Dutchmen, un¬ 
der the convoy of three, j6 Ham- 
hurgheri, 4 Danet, and one Bremener. 

The truth is there were fevera I fmall 
fhipE among the Rnglijh, whofc car- 
goe was no great matter. 

In the middle of Ntraemher the ri¬ 
ver of Tufa was frozen over behind 
our flabode, and fevera 1 of rhe Dutch 
and foroe of the Rujfiant fkated over 
ir, no fnow having as yet fallen. 

I had got a hand-flodge made after 
rhe manner of our country, and 1 
took this opporiunicy m divert a 
young Lady upon the ice with ir, 

alight 
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1702, a fight they had never fcen before. 
This was the lecond time I had had 
/karcs on ior 3 a years before, and 
1 found a man does not eaiily for¬ 
get what he has once iveli learned; 
but this was a fhort-hved diverfion, 
fhow falling the next day. 

A Upon the twenty~fourtb^ the Pr/- 

kaei or office of in the caf- 

tlc, was reduced to affies^ and cauled 
a great confternation. 

In the beginning of Hecmiher^ 
word came that the C^iar was arrived 
at the town of Fefihik^ 90 wcrfls 
from Mofc&w } from thence he came 
to Salnikof^ a countty-houfe belong¬ 
ing to Prince Lofreim, his uncle, 30 
werfts from this capital, from thence 
to Niksobk^e at the houfe of the 
Knez Mighah Sakdieti Serkaske^ Go¬ 
vernor of Siberia^ but 7 werfts from 
this city, 

got ready 

c.-av\ tn* Majefly's entry; and mod of 

*‘7‘ the foreign merchants had orders 10 
provide themfclvcs with a greater 
number of horfes chan ufual, with 
a fervant, drefled in the German 
fafhion, to conduft the artillery that 
had been taken from the S'jaedei. 
The foreign Miniders, oor Refident, 
and the ^glijh Cbnful, and fome of 
the merchants, went the next day to 
pay their compliments to the Czar 
at NikoobkiCt and returned the next 
day in the morning, which was the 
fourth^ and the day this Prince was 
fHumfhai *0 make his entry. To this pur* 
-wvAfj, pofe there had been prepared trium¬ 
phal arches of wood in the dreei of 
Mcefniets, the firft in the red-wall 
oppofire to the Greek monadcry, 
near the priming-houfe, and the 
houfe of the Vclt*Marfhal Ctneremetofy 
the lecond in the white-wall, near 
the admiralty office, about 400 paces 
from the other. The dreets and 
the fields were full of people to 
fee this folemnity, and I crolTed the 
town, and went out of it to fee 
the beginning of the fight. When I 
came found there was a ftop, to 
put things in order, and chat the 
Czar was bufy about it in perfon, 
and Ewing on foot I drew near to 
him to pay him my compliments 
VoL. I, 
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and congratulate him upon his re- 
turn: He thanked me, and embraced 
me, and feented to be pleafed I was 
ftill in his dominions. He then took 
me by the hand and cold me, He'mouhi 
fiev/ me fime fldpi cdonrs, and that 
be gave me leave to dnrw mbatever I 
*iVould. While I was fo doing, a 
certain Ru£ian Lord, attended by 
fome fervanrs, came and took the 
paper out of my hand, and called a 
German officer to know wha: I was 
about; but when he underftood I 
was at ivork by the order of the 
Czar, he gave it me back again, 
and I made an end of my work, 
which it had been impollible for 
me to have done without his Ma- 
jefty’s leave. 

This entry was made in the foL^'Wiw^jrt 
lowing order; firft came the regi- 
menc of guards confiAing of Soo 
men, and commanded by Colonel 
de Ridder;, a German by birth. One 
half of this body was cloarhed in 
fearfet, in the German manner, the 
other in the Rujian^ becaufc there 
had not been time enough to finifh 
their new cl oaths. The Sv:edijh 

prifonets as wcU foldiets as peafants 
walked between two, three ahreaft, 
and were divided into feven bands, 
each of about 80 or 84 perfons, 
making in all about 580 men, be¬ 
tween three companies of foldiers. 

After thefe came two fine led-horfes, 
and a company of granadiers in green 
lined with red, in the German fa- 
fliion, except that they had bear- 
fkincaps inftead of hats; thelc were 
the firfl granadier-guards, and after 
thefe came hit halberdiers, five haut¬ 
boys and fix officers. Then came 
the royal regiment of Prdrojemk&f 
400 of them new cloathed after the 
German manner, in green lined with 
red and whice-Iaced hats; with 
rite Czar and Prince Alexander at 
the head of them, preceded by nine 
German flutes, and Ibme fine Jed- 
horfts. This regiment was follow¬ 
ed by a party of that of Semenoskie^ 
his Majefly's guards alio, in blue 
lined with red, and after thefe catne 
the colours taken from the Smedes. 

Firfl two flandards folSowed by a 
O great 
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1702. great flag which bad been difplaycd 
upon (he caftle of Js^tttburgb^ car¬ 
ried by four foldicts; and then (ix 
fbips colours, and 25 enligns, blue, 
green, yellow and red, each carried 
by two fbJdiers. MoH of chefe en- 
figns had two golden lyons, and a 
crown at top. After thefe came 40 
pieces of cannon, feme drawn by 
four, fomc by fix horfes of a colour, 
lour great mortars, 15 great biafs 
field-pieces little and big; then an¬ 
other mortar, and then very long and 
heavy brafs cannon, Tome drawn by 
fix and fome by eight horfes. After 
thefe came a great chefe of kitchen 
utenfils, ten Hedges with fire-arms, 
three drums, and another Hedge with 
fmiihs-tools, and a great pair of 
bellows. Then came the officers 
that were prlfoners, about forty in 
number, walking each of them be- 
tween two foldiers, and then fomc 
fledges with the fick and wounded, 
followed by fome of the Rn^an foU 
diers, clofed up the march. It was 
one in the afiernoon when tJicy en- 
tred the city; and having pafied the 
gate of which is to the 

' ncrtbwnrd, they advanced up to the 
firft triumphal arch, and the regi¬ 
ment of guards went through, and 
here the Czar halted a good quarter 
of an hour, to refrefli himfelf and 
receive the congratulations of the 
clergy. As the ftreer here was pret¬ 
ty broad the triumphal piece eredled 
was compofed of three arches, a 
large one in the middle, and a fmall 
one on each fide, and was fo covered 
with tapeftry, pldlures, figures and 
devices that there was no feeing 
the wooden work, with a balcony 
at the top where were eight young 
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muficlans, two and two, moft Ajaip- 1702. 
luoufly drefeed. The great arch wasl^''VN> 
crowned with an eagle and trophies 
of colours and the like; and the 
houfes near it were alfo hung with 
carpets, tapellry, and pidures; the 
balconies were full of fereamers, mu- 
ficians and all forts of in fe rumen is ac¬ 
companied by an organ, which made 
mofe delightful harmony. 1 he 
ftreets were ferewed with green 
branches and other verdure in this 
place, where was a great number of 
the Nobility, The Princef's, lus Ma- 
Jefey's fifeer, the Czarina and the 
Pfinceflis her daughters, attended by 
a great number of and fo¬ 

reign Ladies were a little beyond, ac 
the houfe of the Sieur lakof fVaJi- 
elfoj Feud^r&f^ to fee the feiow. The 
Czar having faluted the PrinceJTes, 
advanced on to the fecond arch, 
adorned like the firfe', and having 
in this order marched through the 
city, he went out at the gate of 
and proceeded towards 
(he flahode of the Germam^ where 
being arrived, the Dutch Refidcnc 
made him an offer of wine, but he 
chofe beer, and I had the honour to 
prefent him a gbfs of it. He drank 
but a little of it, and went on to 
but night coming upon 
him, as he was going out of the 
flabode, he mounted his horfe and 
there was an end of the ftiow. Tho* 
there flocked logeiher an unfpeak- 
able number of the people upon this 
occaiion, there hapned no mifehief 
that ] know of; every thing went on 
orderly and quicity, to the Jatisfac- 
tion of every body, tho* the ferects 
were full of fcafeblds. 
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./ de Palace of Ifmedhoff. Pre/e>u, 
f&teier. A French Surgeon hilUd. Cufiom, -Mth re^ 


U PON the fwilfth of this 
month the Czar came unex- 
pedtedly to dine, at ten in the morn¬ 
ing, with the Sieur Lupi^ Juft arrived 
from Arcbangeh I went, without 
knowing his Majcfty was there, to 
wifh that merchant joy of his return: 
the Czar had only two Rujjtan Noble¬ 
men with him, and having had a 

en. A. ordered me in to 

. kim, and I took the opportunity to 
prefent him with feme veries I had 
Ca«j-i^kw made upon the taking Nottehurgb, 
dehring him toexcufe their Imperfec¬ 
tions, in confideratton I was no poet, 
and to look on them only as the ef- 
fefts of my zeal for his honour, and 
Joy for his viftories. He received them 
very gracioufly, made me fit down, 
and ordered me to give the Sieur 
lefipi an account of his entrj’, which 
I did to his full fatisfadlion, and hav¬ 
ing drank Tome bumpers to a con¬ 
tinuation of fucceffes, his Majcf- 
ty went away at two in the after- 
Doon. 

Upon the nineteenth I had orders 
from thcEmprcfs to carry ihc young 
Princefles pidlores, I had parnred a 
fecond time, to the palace of IJ'med^ 
boff. They went from Miijbms juft 
at the inftanr I did, and had but juft 
ftept out of the coach when I came. 
The Empreft’s brother and feme 
priefts w-aiced to introduce them in 
proceftion into the palace, which 
having fallen to min was rebuilt this 
fummer; and this was the day it 
was to be conlecrated before the 
court came to live in it My orders 
were to ftop in the iirft apartments, 
where 1 found fcveral Ladies of the 
''^ss covered witli 
pallet, hay, and on (he right hand there 


was a large table on which were 
both final I and great /oaves, upon 
fome of which there was an hand- 
fol of fak, and on others a filvcr 
ait-Jeller full, ft is the cuftom of 
i^his country tliac the relations and 
^tjends of fucfi as arc §oing to live 
in a new houfe, ftiouid, in fome fort, 
confecrate it with fair, and that for 
feveraJ days together; wJiich they 
mean alfo as a (oken of the profpe- 
riry they wifti the parties, and that 
they may never want the neceflaries 
of lifo; And even chofe that remove 
from one houfe to another, leave 
hay and bread upon the ground of 
the houfo they go out of, to expreft 
the bleflings they wifh on ihofe who 
are to come to live in it after ihem. 
The rooms of tlie apartment where 
1 ftopped were hung, above the 
d^rs and windows, with lydiflFerent 
pifturcs In the Greek manner, repre- 
feniing their principal faints, whom 
they commonly liave in the Iirft 
room, nor arc they wanting in others. 

The Emprefs's brother was at the 
end of this room, accompanied by 
fome priefts ftanding with books be¬ 
fore them, and ftnging of hymns j 
and while they were about this, 
which lafted a good hour and a half, 
her Imperial Majefty was in an inner 
apartmenenextbutonei and the cere¬ 
mony being over 1 was carried into an¬ 
other room where this Princel'sr am e, 
and having an interpreter by my 
I wiftied her all forts of profperity. Bmfttfi 
SJie rook me by the hand and laid, Sbe^f^* 
uoiihijie^ me J^ne other apart 
wliich was a furprizingcourrcfy ina*'f'- 
perlbn of her high rank. She then 
ordered one of her maids to Ail me 
out a little gold cup of brandy, 

which 
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J702. which Hie prcfented 10 me herfelf, 
w.-OT’^^and then did me the honour to give 
me her hand to kifs, as did alfo the 
three young Princed'es then prefent j 
after which flie dirmilTcd me with or¬ 
ders to come again in three days time. 
Ht jtm- the Chrifijnm Holydays were 
coming on, I took the liberty to pre* 
F.mftefi. lent the Emprefe with a pifture I 
had drawn of the birth of Chrift, 
together with fomc beads 1 had 
brought from yerufalem, and prayed 
her to accept of them tnilead of bread 
and fait. She feemed to be very much 
plcafed at this, and thanking me, made 
me a prefent in her turn} and as 1 
had alfo brought beads for the young 
Princefles, ihe ordered me to carry 
them to them myfelf. I did fo, and 
finding them at table in another room, 
and having made them my prefent, 
1 returned again to the Emprefs; but 
one of them followed me to her mo¬ 
ther, and prefented me with a fmall 
cup of brandy, and then gave me a 
great glafs of wine; upon which 1 
withdrew, with returns of my mofi 
humble thanks. 

Upon the twenty ffth the “Ruffiam 
celebrated the feaft of Cbrijimati ac¬ 
cording to their rites, and the Czar 
began his round of vKits to his inends 
as he had done the year before. 

We had very wet weather till the 
end of the year, which had made 
the ways fo bad, that the merchants 
and others from Archangel and other 
places, were five or fix days longer up¬ 
on the road than ufuahuich a winter 
had nor been known for many years 
before. But upon the beginning of 
yanuaryj the weather changed all 
at once, it cleared up, and began 
freeze in good earnefi. The ^rjl 
',>iy^day of this year was taken up in 
preparing for a fire-work to be played 
the taking of Nottehurgb-, it was 
ttUrgh. upon the fide of the river Meska, be¬ 
hind the cafile, in a place called the 
royal mead, the grafs or hay of 
which is according to antient cuf- 
tom, carried upon a certain day 
intothechurches. Thisfire-workdid 
not differ from the former in any thing 
blit the figures and devices. 

The next day the Czar came to Mr. 

S 


Brant attended by 200 perfons, 170J. 
who were all entertained in a roomt-^S''^ 
below, with the (bund of trumpets and 
kettle-drums. Here, among other Bnnts. 
things, was fhewn a fvvord of pro- 
diglous fize, five foot and half long,j^"^ 
and three inches and half broad in 
the fheath; It was well proportioned, 
and weighed 30 pounds. I deli red 
the perfon whofe it was, to draw it, 
and found it was waved on each fide; 
rhe blade however was pretty light, 
and ferv ice able, in proportion to the 
hilt. When it was in the fcabbard 
and the point upon the ground, it 
was as much as a man of good 
firength could do to poife ic with 
one hand; but three of us, one after 
the other, did it, without fiactering 
the gentleman it belonged to, who 
was the fbn of the la 11 Governor 
of Afiracanf called Petrafiki. 
was puc EO death by the htmitfu 
foldiers, who threw him down from 
the top of a tower. This fon of 
his was but a child when this hap- 
ned; and yet tliey were lb cruel as 
to hang him up by the heels, and 
fufFcr him fo to hang for 48 hours 
together; which fo fpoiled his feec 
that it made him a cripple, and obli¬ 
ges him to have fhoes of a particu¬ 
lar make^ and crutches to enable him 
to walk. 

Towards the evening there ap- Arrivatof 
peared one to reprefent the 
arch, habited in a pontifical mant!e,jf«ff,r'Sr 
and finging to the found of a bell, 

This was a fignal to depart, and the 
Czar immediately went his way, 
with all his train to make an end 
of his vifits. Upon the Jixth of this 
month they kept the twelfth-day in 
the manner they had the year before j ^' 3 '* 
but it is to be obferved there were 
not fo many churchmen as before, 
nor fo great a number of the fine 
caps or mitres we mentioned j fo 
that there is reafbn to believe 
time will make fome notable chan¬ 
ges in this aiiniverfary Iblemnity. 

Upon the twmtieth the Czar lent an 
order to the chief of the No¬ 

blemen, Ladies and others to the num¬ 
ber of 300, to be at IJmeelbof at nine 
in the morning: The fame had been 

commu- 
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ijo^. commumcared to the foreign mini' 
ftcrs, merchants, and their wives; 
fo that there was an appearance of 
about joo perfons, and it had been 
exprefly recommended to every body 
to come with a prelent for the Cza¬ 
rina to be given her at the time 
Frt/iMntfoi congratulation. Thefe prefents 
rfiw?” confiH ufually in curious toys of gold 
andlilver,prettymeda]s,andfuchlike 
things, according to the abilities and 
inclinations of the donor; but before 
they are prefcnied, they arc regiftcr- 
ed with the name of each perfon, 
and then they were delivered to one 
of the young Princefies, who in re¬ 
turn oflFered her hands to kifs. MoH 
of the Lords and Ladies of the coun¬ 
try withdrew immediately, but the 
reft were detained to dinner, after 
which there was dancing and diver- 
flon till midnight. 

That fame night there happened 
*''' an ugly accident at the wedding of 
Captain Staeis^ vphere two Surgeons 
' dancing with their wives, two ofli- 
cers who were juft come in, would 
have taken thetn to dance with them. 
Words upon this arofe, and one of 
the officers in the fervice of the Czar^ 
called Bodon^ ran his fword through 
the body of one of the Surgeons, cal¬ 
led Gurht a Frenchman^ wlio had 
nothing to defend himlelf, and fell 
down dead on the Ipot. The other, 
wHofc name was was at the 

fame time wounded by another oflt* 
cer, whole name was Captain Saksi 
perceiving hlmfelf wounded, he 
flopped his wound with his Finger, 
and got away, but the Captain pur- 
fuing him, he was obliged to come 
into the houfe, and In a fainting fit 
fell down by the fide of his dead com¬ 
panion, but one of his friends fuck¬ 
ing the blood our of the wound, he 
came to hlmfelf again, Thele offi¬ 
cers had attack’d them once before, 
but one of the Surgeons getting hold 
of a fword) and the ocher laying 
hands on a chair, drove rhem out of 
the room; enraged at which, they 
returned to the charge, and before 
the whole company committed the 
faft here related. It is not bard to 
conceive what a terrible difordcr and 
Vqu I, 
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confternation this murderous via- J703. 
lence caufed, by the favour whereof'^iTSJ 
the perpetrators of it made their 
efcape for the prefent, tho’ they 
were taken two days afrcrwardf-. 

Their Colonel who was prefent 
they did this, by good words pre-,*^,, 
vailed on his fervant to take 
crime upon himfelf, and to fay it was 
he who committed the murder, pro- 
mifing him not only a pardon, but to 
make him anEnlign; and the inno¬ 
cent man prevailed on by this means, 
gave out that he was the criminal: 
but he was nofooner put to the que- 
ftion by torture, than he difowned 
the whole, and named the aiVaffin, 
tho' too late, as foal I be obferved in 
a proper place. 

The, Czar, at this time, rcfolved/trtwj-ij. 
upon a tour to Ferm'tu attended yVi™?*' 
fome Rujfmn Noblemen, and fome' 
Germans whom he ordered to be 
ready for the journey. Upon the 
twenty fifth, 1 received the lame or¬ 
der by the Sieur Heinjius, wlio told 
me his Majefty was defirous I lliould 
fee iliat place, the Ihips there, and 
whatever elfe was remarkable. 

But it is now time to talk of the 
marriage of the Boyar, FtHan Feude-^ 
r<mitz Goh/win, or Jsbn Theoskre the 
fon of Count Ge/fftwir, fir ft Mini flee 
of flare, with the Lady Em'tfswhs 
Czeremetof] the Daugliter of Bor is 
TA'tfi/iJ/f'jVek-marfbal of Czeremetofy 
who was employ’d by his Czarian 
Majefty on feveral Embaffies, and 
particularly to the Court Q^Vienfid, 
where he acquired a very great re¬ 
putation, and received the order of 
Malta. 

As there is fome thing remarkable 
in this wedding, and as it was cele-^“^,^, 
braced between two of the moft con¬ 
fide r able perfonages of the Hate, I 
will here give a particular account of 
it, which was upon the twenty eighth 
of this month m the palace of the 
Boyar Feudor Alexe^iiz Coiaunfty 
which was fit red upon this occafion. 

This is an handfome wooden edifice, 
well defigned according to the rules 
of arc, full of fine apartments above 
and below, and upon an eminence, 
a little beyond the flabodc of the 
P G/r- 


54 3^^ T R A 

170J. Cirmam^ on che ocher fide of che 
river Thuja* In ihc great Salon were 
feveral tables placed in good order^ 
with tnufic, and in another apart- 
tncnc was a table for the Czar’s fifier, 
the Emprefs and the three young 
Pfincefi^i for feveral Ladies of the 
Court, and for the Lords and Ladies 
of the country who were apart; nor 
was there wanting a great crowd of 
ipe£fators> About eleven o'clock 
the bridegroom appeared alone in 
the chamber of audience, on the 
left hand, where he received the 
congratulationsorthcNobility,whom 
he treated with dlflilled liquors. 
About noon they came and acquaint¬ 
ed him it was time to repair to the 
place where he was to be married, 
and he was conduced with truni' 
pets and kettle drums, that wait¬ 
ed for him at the door, to a fmaJl 
chappel in the palace, but a few 
Aeps off. It would be no eafy mat> 
ter to difplay all the pomp of this 
feflivat wherein the Car^r condelbend- 
ed to officiate as Marfhal, and was 
every where. As foon..as the bride¬ 
groom had got into the chappel, the 
bride was fent for; fhe had pafled 
the night before at the houfe of the 
late Mr. Hmtman^ in the flabode of 
the GermaWf oppofice to the Duicb 
church, and had by the Csiar's or¬ 
der been fome rime delivered up to 
the Velt-marflial, the bride’s father. 
All the Rujjian and German Ladies 
invited to this wedding, repaired 
thither alio to wait on this Lady, who 
was condudked to the place in the 
following order. The firft that ap¬ 
peared was a kettle drummer upon 
a white horfe, followed by five trum¬ 
pets mounted upon the fame: then 
16 ftewards of the houdiold, as it 
were, cholen from among the Ruf¬ 
fians the Grangers: then ihcC^ar 
hiinfelf in a fine coach made mHd- 
ianJt and fix dapple gray horles. Af¬ 
ter him, five empty coaches and fix; 
then a cabfli and fix for the bride, 
and fonac other Ladles, In the midft 
of this, the Princefs his Majefty's fif- 
ter, the Czarina,and the three young 
Priiicelles came to the nuptial palace 
in coaches withopt wheels, after the 
2 


V E L S 0 / 

manner of Hedges, each iit one, 1703- 
and each drawn by fix horfes; be-V^Tv-# 
fides a great number of Ladies of 
the cotxrc. In about half an hour 
the bride berfelf appeared with the 
Ladies of her train, who bad got in¬ 
to the empty coaches. When got 
out at the palace, flic was received 
by twoNoblcmen who were to be her 
fathers, thcoot ^Rjsfany the other 
Count Envoy from Poland^ 

who taking her by the hand, con¬ 
duced her into the chappel, and 
placed her on one fide of the bride¬ 
groom, She was followed by the 
Czar's fifler, the young Princefles, 
and other Ladies of the court, who 
flopped in the entrance of the chap¬ 
pel ; and fome Rjifsan and foreign; 

Ladies ranged themfelves on the fides 
without, the diappel being fb fmall 
it could not hold above ten or a dozen 
peribns 1 fb that thole who wentrin, 
were only the Czar, the Czarian 
Prince, the Bride and Brid^room,* 
the two Fathers, and two or three*'’' 
<yiT\^sRu 0 an Noblemen; but as 1 was* 
very defiroua to behold this folem-, 
nity, I got behind the bridegroom; 
who was richly cloathcd, after the 
German faflaion, as well as his bride, 
who was in white lattin wrought 
with gold, with her head-drefs fee 
off with diamonds ; and behind her 
hung a great trefs of hair, under her 
fontange, a fafhion which has been 
long in ufc with the GermaaSy and 
upon her head Ihe had a fmall crown 
with diamonds. When the ceremo¬ 
ny opened, the pricll came and flood t 
between the couple, and began 10 
read in a book, he held in his hand, 
in confequence of which, ihc bride¬ 
groom put a ring on a finger of the 
bride's. Then the prieft took two 
crowns joined together, of filver gilr, 
which he made them kifs, and then 
put upon their heads. After this he 
began to read again, and the couple 
gave their right hands to each oiher. 
and In that manner went three times 
round the chappel. The prieft then 
took a glals of red wine, and made 
the new married pair drink of ir, 
which when they had done, they re¬ 
turned if to him, who gave it ro 

thofc 
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1703. tho fe who officia ted nea r him. T he 
Czar who was walking about all the 
time, with a marJlial’s ftiff in his 
hand, perceiving the prieft was go., 
ing to his book again, commanded 
him to cut his work fhort, and a mi¬ 
nute afterwards he pronounced the 
n upt ial be ned iftiori. His Mijcfty t hen 
ordered the bridegroom to kifs his 
bride, which Ihe refufed to let Iiim, 
till the Czat repeated his command, 
and then Ihc obey’d. Theceremony 
over, they went to the bridal hall 
During the time of ihe ceremony the 
Czarina and the Ladies of the court 
were at the windows oppolire to tlie 
chappel. In a little time they fat 
down to tabic, the bride^oom a- 
mong the men, and the bride among 
ihe women, at the common table in 
the great hall. The rejoicings con¬ 
tinued for three days together,which 
were fpent in dancing, and all kinds 
of merriment. The third day they 
regaled the gentlemen who had ap¬ 
peared in the charader of fie wards. 
This wedding was very dif^enr from 
the old way of celebration, which 
it were necdlefs for me to fpeak of, 
fo many having done it already. 

Having thus fufficiently dilated on 
the head of marriages, 1 pifs on to 
the culloms at births and burials a- 
mong this people. 

Ruffian foon US cvcr a child comes In- 

world, they fend fora prieft 
to pu rify 1 r. This pu ri fication j s ex¬ 
tended to every one preleni, whom 
they call over by their names, and 
give them the bleffing, never fuller* 
ing anyone to enter the room till 
the pricfl is come, and when he is, 
they name the child after the Sainr, 
whofe day was kept eight days be¬ 
fore the birth of the child, or that 
is to be kept eight days afietwards. 
They adminider tile i'acrament after 
their rite, to the child, before the 
baptifm, and efpectally among peo¬ 
ple of diftindlion, and feldom bap¬ 
tize but at the end of five or fix 
weeks, when the ijvfant is flrotig and 
Iiearty. When it is a boy they church 
or purify the mother at the end of 
five weeks, and when it happens to 
be a girl, at the end of fix They 
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then chufe a godfather and a god- 1703, 
mother, and never change them af- 
terwards; nor can thefe godfathers 
and gi^mothers marry together, nor 
thofe in the third dlegree from them. 

At the funerals ot the better fortjfW™//. 
all the friends of both ftxes follow 
the body, tho' uninvited, They put 
the body upon a bier carry’d by four 
or fix men, the coffin being covered 
with a fine pall, and the women 
nearcfl of kin, make loud lamenta¬ 
tions, as I mentioned in my firfl tra¬ 
vels. The priefis intonare the fu¬ 
neral hymn; hut all this is done with 
much lefs ceremony among the com¬ 
mon people. 

The cuftoms among the foreigners^ - 
arc different from thefe with regard 
to births and marriages, and the lameA‘»*k''''- 
with us, excepting in the form of 
celebrating a wedding exclufivc of 
the religious part, and tills is carry’d 
on with great folcmnity, They fend 
two reprefenting ffewards to invite 
thofe they would have, and thefe 
fiewafds do it in winter, in a fine 
fledge, drawn by two horfts dreffed 
up in ribbons, and attended by two 
fervants behind tiie Hedge. The 
number of guefts is communly loa 
or 150, and lomeiimes more, ac¬ 
cording as it is thought proper, and 
according to the number of the 
Gentlemen and Ladles of the coun¬ 
try that are asked. The Marflial is 
the chief man at thefe fellivals, and 
goes about with a truncheon and a 
ribbon at the end of it, and he, a (Tiff¬ 
ed by the flewards,begins all healths; 
and bcfidcs thefe it is ufual to have 
four or fix, or eight under-fle ward's, 
who have the care of preparing 
all things in the houfe, as weft with 
regard to the furniture as other ne- 
cefiaties. Thefe help the fie wards 
to ferve the guefis, and are to be 
known by a fine fcarf on the right 
arm, which they have in common 
with the fie ward, except that his is 
richer; thefe the bride-maids rye oti 
for them. Thefe maids arc intre- 
duced into the hall where the feafi is, 
with great ceremony, and the found 
of infiruments i and the more to ho¬ 
nour the bride and bridegroom, they 
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1703. on each tide cbufe two fathers, two 
mothers, two brothers, and two fif- 
ters, who are inirotiuced in the fame 
manner; then they fit down to table 
in the places appointed for every one. 
The carver gets between the two 
bride maids oppolire to the bride, and 
they tye him ^ on a fcarf upon his 
arm. The bridegroom fits between 
the fathers and brothers, and the 
bride between the mothers and fif- 
ters. When they have done, they 
in another room enrertain the Mar- 
flial, the ftewards, and the carver. 
Then they dance, the Marlhal open¬ 
ing the ball with the bride, and then 
the other Ladies arc defired to dance 
with the ftewards. The fathers and 
mothers dance after thefe, then the 
brothers and lifters, and at laft the 
new married pair, and two or three 
other couple. This done, thcMar- 
Iha! cries out Liberty^ and then dance 
who wilt; thefe doings commonly 
laft three days together, and upon 
the laft, the bride-maids entertain 
the Marfhal, theftewards, their de¬ 
puties, and the carver. 

Their funerals are in this manner. 
They keep the body for lomc days, 
and invite the chiefs of the nation, 
and afterwards moft of the merchants, 
and other friends, as well in the city 
as in the fiabode^ which is done by 
two perfons of their nation, appoint-* 
ed for that purpofe,or chofen by the 
friends and relations of the deceafed 1 
and thefe wear long black cloaks, and 
a crape hatband. Tho', upon ihcfc 
occafions, the company commonly 
meet at two in the afternoon, it is 
night before the body is committed 
to the ground in winter, and pretty 
late in fummer. They have 15 or 
16 mourners, and 12 bearers, all 
married and drefled in black, with 
great cloaks of the fame, which they 
keep for that purpofe in the churches. 
The mourners fit in the bell room on 
the right hand, with the male rela¬ 
tions of the deceafed, and every one 
that comes in falutcs them. The 
^arers have a crape hat band, and a 
ftioulder of the fame, 
and rometimes vvbirc gloves. They 
avc all forts of refrefiiments upon 
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two different tables, and they are J703. 
continually ferving you about with 
wine, flip, fwearmcats, toafted bread, 
and lemons, when they are to be 
had. Before the corpfc goes out of 
the houfe, it is ufuat to prefent each 
of the bearers with a filver fpoon, 
with the name of the deceafed en* 
graved upon it j the fame is alfo 
fometimes prefented to the minifter, 
the fchoolmafter, and the mourners i 
but when it Is a maid they are car¬ 
rying to the grave, they give gold 
rings with the name alfo of the 
deceafed inftead of fpoons. The 
bearers nail up the coiBin before It 
goes our, and as foon as they begin 
to move, the fchoolmafter and the 
fcholars begin to fing with 'each a 
in his handi but the C/ihmtJIs 
do fo only at ihe churcJi-yard, The 
young fcholars go before, followed 
1^ their maftcr, the minifter, and 
funeral j; then comes 
the body^ and after ic, the neareft 
rem[ions, the mourners, the mer- 
chants,and officers, who do not go re¬ 
gularly two and two as with us, buc 
tour or five at a time, Juft as it hap- 
pns, or as they pleafe. When they 
have reached the church-yard, and 
^^pofited the corpfc in the grave, 
th^ey begin again with fome funeral 
p^lms and chaunts; then the nii- 
^ difcourle, and thanks 
thofe who have attended the corpfc 
for the honour they have done him; 

^d the bearers who have each a 
ihovel in their band, throw in the 
earth till the grave J's nearly filled up; 
then all that were invited arc deftred 
TO return to the houfe of the deccaf- 
cd, but few go in befidca the bear- 
ers, who arc entertained with drink 
and tobacco. Sometimes they have 
a funeral fermon at church, and the 
women are invited to be there. The 
widow of the deceafed comes with 
her ncareft female relations all co¬ 
vered over with crape, and tliefe of¬ 
ten tjmes give evident tokens of their 
grief even jn the ftreets. Sometimes 
a 0 they give an enterrainment afier- 

Trt' coaches or on 

hogback in fummer, it being irn- 
poftible to go on foot, The coffins 

^verc 
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1703. ^crc formerly m2de of oak; but this 
is now ibrbidden, the Czar deign¬ 
ing to preferve that wood for otW 
ul'es. 

The number of Cahiinijls here 
may amount to about 200. The 
Lutherans arc much more numerous^ 


and indeed they have two churches, 1703. 
while ilic others have but one in the 
flabode« There have been two ye- 
fuits for fome time fettled here, who 
teach Latin to feveral children of 
their rite. 




CHAP- Xllh 

His Czarian Majejlys departure fur Veronl?, whither the au¬ 
thor and federal others attend him. Thbtgs remarkahk on 
the waj* Arrival at Veronis. 


I "'HE time appointed for the 
VenKus, Czar’s departure being come, 

he was attended by ydm AUxe^eiiz 
Moefin Potskin^ lirft inlpcfibr and vi- 
litot of the mo naileries ofRu^sa^viho 
had been Governor of ^firocan^ an 
* office he had executed with great 

honour; jikxis Petrowitz Ifmeelbcffl 
the Knez Gregory GregoriiL'itz Gaga- 
riftf yobnjfndresi'itz Lolftty, Gover¬ 
nor of I-van Dawdewitz^ Go¬ 

vernor of Kc/omnaf Alexander Wa^e- 
leuoiiz Kisken^ great Steward of the 
boulhold, and Gentleman of the 
chamber to his Majefty i-Wtfn’jAfV, 
thp foil of his Majefty’s uncle, and 
by many other Lords who came to 
Veronis after us. The Czar alfo did 
the Sieur K^tigsegg Envoy cxira- 
ordinary from Poland^ the Sieur 
Jerlingt Envoy from the King of 
Prujjiay the Sieur Bellofeur^ Agent 
from the Sieur Ogienskie^ one of the 
firll Generals, and one of the beA 
friends to the King of Poland, to 
Ibme officers of his houllio]d,and the 
Ions of the famous General le Fort 
the honour of requeuing their com¬ 
pany- He took with him alfo three 
merchants,Mrr St^lyZ fine gentleman 
much eAcemed by this Prince, and 
Mr. Hid, Engiijbnieny and the Sieur 
Ksnfm a Datebmon, all three ex¬ 
tremely well alfedted to his MajeAy, 
who defired I Aiould go before with 
them, and we fei out upon the thirty 
firfi of yanuaryi and the next day 
VoL. I. 


the Czar came after us with all his 
company. We had got the bottom of 
our fledges fhod with iron, that they 
might the better be able to carry us 
thro' our journey, the ground being 
Aarcely covered over with fnowj 
and his MajeAy had granted us poA- 
vvodens, and we had fix fledges for us 
and our fervants. We left the ila- 
bode of the Germans about three in 
the afternoon, and we were to have 
relays of frefli horlcs every 20 wet As. 
There are poAs at the end of every 
wet A betiveen this and upon 

which in Rujjian^w^ Gcrmtiw charac¬ 
ters you fee the date of die year j yc i, 
the lime when they were fet up. 
Between each of the pillars which 
are painted red and pretty high there 
are 19 or zo fmall trees on each fide, 
and fometimes three or four toge¬ 
ther, interwove with branches like 
gabions, 10 defend them and keep 
them in the ground. There are 
552 of ihefe pillars, amounting to 
near 110 leagues, reckoning five 
w'crAs to a league, and which give 
you the diAance between Mofcom and 
Veronis, and the neighbouring places i 
and, I believe,the number of the fmall 
trees 1 have mentioned may amount 
to about 200,000$ a contrivance lo 
much the more uAfuJ, as without 
thefc poAs and trees it would be next 
to impoffible to keep the road for 
the fnows on the ground, belldes that 
you may by this means travel as well 
Q by 
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1703. by night as by day. In two boors 
^^''Vvr wc came to Sgelimf and there 
changed horfes to go to Oeljamifta, 
where we arrived about eight of the 
clock; and here wc got out at aKa^ 
bak belonging to bis Majefty, a pret¬ 
ty good wooden building with feve- 
ral apartments in it. You there go 
up by a fine favare of five fleps with 
five angles, and were entertained with 
beer and good fires, the C^ar him- 
felf being expefted, who has caufed 
thefehoufes to be ere£ted every twen¬ 
ty werAs for the convenience of tra¬ 
vellers, Here we Aayy but two 
hours, and went our way in a very 
damp night, Horfes were every 
where ready for us, and there was 
lire in all the villages, where the 
peafanrs Aood at their doors with 
truAes of ftraw lighted to Ihew their 
joy for his MaJeAy's arrival, which 
in the right limc had a very pretty 
cAc«5k. We had 30 werAs to travel 
from hence to where we 

had got before day, and there wait¬ 
ed for hj's MajcAy, who came about 
nine in the morning, while I was 
gone to take a view of the In fide and 
outfide of the town. I went out by 
tf/Koiom^ the gate of the Pjactmetike^ or of 
na- the Or of the fifth day of the 

week, and went to that of Co£i, 
w'bich arc the only gates here. This 
town is furrounded with a good 
Aone wall, about fix fathom high 
and two thick, and flanked with fe- 
veral towers, lome round and fome 
fquare, about aoo paces diAant from 
each other, but not adapted for can¬ 
non. It is about a mile and half 
round, and (he little river of Kskm- 
WiViiff, whofe name it borrows paC- 
Ics by it, I Aiuuld here have Ipokcn 
of the river of Mefcm, but as we 
crofled it afterwards by water, I 
fhall defer It to anot her time, while 1 
go on with the deferiprion of this 
city. The wall is almoA all fallen 
down on one fide, and you muA 
go over a pretty high hill to get 
at the hinder gate, where the land 
lies low beyond the river; and there 
is a fuburb at the other gate, where 
they expofe their goods 10 Tale, and 
by this gate I faw a great number of 
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the country people come m with 1703. 
things to fell in the town. The fwin v-vC# 
of it is almoA round, and there is a 
dry ditch on the higheA fide, where 
there is alfo a very high wall Its 
fincA building is the church of V£ 
or of the feparation of the 
mother of God, well built of Aone, 
and indifferently large; whereto wc 
may add the archicpifcopal palace; 
the re A is ordinary enough. Hav¬ 
ing farisfied my curlofity, I went to 
ihe Governor’s houfe, Ivan Davide- 
wkz, where I found the Czar and 
all the company at table. When I 
had got up to this Prince to pay my 
duty to him, he turned about and 
kiAcd me, and when I had given 
him an account of what I had done, 
he made me lit down. At two in 
the afternoon wc proceeded on our 
journey, being to go to the country 
houfe of Mr. 

Koeckfnt five werAs from this city. 

There wc were well entertained. It 
is a wooden building of two Aories^ 
with fine rooms. Wc Aaid there till 
five of the clock, and about nine in, 
the morning we arrived at the little 
lake of Ivofif near the village 

130 werAa from the houfc^*’^ 

^ Mr. Kiteckeft, The Zfes or the 
Tufftf/jrifes in [Inslafce, from whence 
it flows in a long canal, whole water 
is very clear and well taAed, as the 
Czar himfelf thought, and the reft 
of the company; tho’ the lake,which 
might be better called a pool, is very 
marfiiy. One half of its water goes 
one way, and the reft another, a 
very remarkable circumAance. Here 
« was that hisCzarianMajeAy in the 
year 1702, began to dig a canal to 
open a communication between the 
Dsfi and the Ba/fic, The Czar fur- 
veyed the whole ground then in per- 
fon, as he did now again with u$ 

This canal which is very deep 
rives its water from the D&n or Ta- 
nais, and is to crols the lake I v an 
to the little river which falls 
into that of the UpUjZnd this into the 
Occa which falls into the H^oigai 
and by this means might be attained * 
the end propoled of making a com¬ 
munication between this river and 

the 


CORNELIUS LE BRUYR 


59 

and on the other by a fen, or kmd 1703. 
of lake. I had no Iboner got into 
the Czar’s prefence than he asked 


1703. the Baltic Tea. And It is to be ef- 
'-^V^fcdled by the contrivance ofDuiccs 

80 paces in length, and 14m breadth, _ ^_ 

under the diredtion of Prince Goga- me where Thad been? J anfwcr^ 
rtn, whofe worth and exceilenc en* where it had pleafed Heaven and 
dowments, as well as his zeal for his our guides, feeing I knew nothine 
Czanan Majefty's fervice is not to be either of the way or the lancuae^ 
exprefled. His Majefty had us car- This he laughed at and told the 
ned^ in Hedges upon thele canals, Ihtjjian Lords that were with him, 
having firft ordered the horfes to be He then gave me a bumper by way of 
mod for ice, and fhewed us this work pumfhmenr, regaled us to perfedh- 
compleated and confilling of feven on,and had the cannon iired at every 
CnAfr/^tdok duices of grey done. I there health, When we had done hccar- 
alfo faw a mud engine, made alter ried os upon the ramparts, and ihcre 
the Dutch manner, with which, and treated us with dilferent liquors up- 
the ice broke, the Prince got up on e^ch work. Xheu he ordered 
earth proper to make turf, which fledges to be ready to carry us upon 
they there order as they do in our the Jake, then frozen over, that \vc 
provinces. There were feveral might thence take a view of the 
parij, houfes full of it, which we tried whole at leifurej and he took me 
and found to be very good. into his own fledge, flili mindful 

His Majefly having entertained us of the liquor which followed us eve- 
at noon, we went away about three ry where at the beds in great pfen- 
of the clock to go 30 wrefts to a ty; and from thence we returned to 
country-houfe belonging to Mr. k the caflie, where ihc glafles began 
F&rt, As this village is nor upon the ro dance about again, and to warm 
high-road, three of our guides turn- us till at laft the place having never 
ed to the right, inflcad of follow¬ 
ing the company, and went to a 
houfe of his Majefty’s five werfts 
from thence. The night being 
come on I went In there with two 
French officers, and there we ft a id 
till 10 at nisht expefting our com- 

«... - L “ ^ ^ . 

panions, but perceiving * 
came near us we coniiniied our 
journey through a defarr, where we 
met with nothing but fome coppice, 
here and there. Upon the third at 


as yet been named, his Majefty cal¬ 
led it Oranjmburg. Prince /Ilexan- c-iryfu. 
drr’s village, which is on one fide,^' ■ 
is called Siahooike. From this agree¬ 
able place we went at nine in the 
night. Upon the Jbnnh we went 
a great way, bin afterwards we tra¬ 
velled at a much Jefs rate, becaufe 
of rhe little fnow upon the ground. 

The Czar, however, did not flop 
till we had reached Stepena^ where 
they had built ten fhips. We held 


nine in the morning we arrived at on our way in the night, and upon 
Prince Alexander Danklewitz de the ^ftbt at one in the morning, we 
Menjikoft 110 werfts from Mr, ie arrived at Fermhj which is 190 
fort'$. It is a great and a fine buil- werfts from the new Qranjmhurg. 
ding like a houfe of pleafure, with The company being divided in the 
a turret or lanrhorn upon it, covered nighr, we dropped in one after ano- 
with a detached roof, and neatly ther, the firft that appeared at the 
painted on the ouefide with all Jons place being young Mr. le Fart and 
of colours i this houfe contains ma- my fcif, and as there had been no 
uy fine and good rooms and lofty regulation made as to the article of 
enough j nor Is there any way to lodging, wc went dtredlly to fhe 
it but by the gate of the fort, they houfe of Vice-Admiral Rm- Wc 
being both within one common en- were told he had kept his bed for 
ccint of earth, of no very great ex- three weeks paft, for a hurt he had 
rent. Here are feveral fine works received by a fallj and as foon as 
well mounted with cannon, and co- it was light wc waited on him with 
vered on tlie one fide with a hill, affuranccs of the ftiarc wc had in 

his 
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* 1703. his misfortune; he received u$ very 
O^VNjkindly^ and delired us to be quite 
free with his houfe and table. The 
Czar him/eif arrived at one in the 
afternoon, under the diicharge of 
the cannon in the callte and in the 
fhips that were frozen up j and in 
an inflant afterwards he came to fee 
the Vice-Admiral. He thence went 
to Mr. FewJor Mefbewitz ^praxin’^ 
a Lord of the Admiralty, wiio cona- 
manded in the place. We had or> 
ders to follow him, and were welt 
entertained, in the midil of the nolle 
of .the artillery, fifty cannon being 
from time to time fired off, and fo 
the day was brought to an end. In 
the mean time orders were given for 
rooms to be ready in the caffle, for 
the llrangers, that they fboutd be 
made much of, and have whatever 
viduals they had a mind to; nor 
w'as there any forgetfuinefs as to 
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drink, and Monficur, the Envoy 1703, 
Koni^igg.vfho had the charge of thc^^VNJ 
table, accquitted himfclf very hand- 
fomcly. The Sieurs Steei, Kifi/at 
and Hill lodged at a friend's, and 
ie Hrt^ and I at the Vice-Ad¬ 
miral's ; going every now and then 
to eat at the caftle. His Majcfty 
was at a private houfe upon the key 
with the Rii^ns, Upon' the /ixth 
we went to fee the fliips, and tip¬ 
pled with great gaiety. Fewdor 
hemitz treated us at noon, and the 
next day; and fo ended our feaffings, 
the great faff of the Ru0ans begin¬ 
ning upon the eighth. Upon the 
ninth, I follicited tile Czar for leave 
to draw what was moff worthy of 
notice, and he immediately gave 
it me, laying, Cewte, we have lived 
tt'r//, and been rnerrf, and have had a 
hitk reji t^ter it, it h n&w high time 
to think of work. 



CHAR xiir. 


Deferipthn of Veronis. 7%i Don or thi Tanais, Return to 
Mofeow. His Majefiy departs for Sleutelenburg, 


Sit^aHtn ’"^HE City of Veronis is upon 
g^Verojiij. ^ ^ill in degrees and 
a half of northern latitude; furround- 
ed with a wooden wall, all rotten, 
and divided into three parts, in one 
of which called jakatef, the chief 
of the Fsiffian merchants have their 
abode. There is a great rope-walk 
in (his city, and the powder is kept 
in fobterrancous magazines without 
(he wall. Upon the lide of the 
hill, along the river, there are fcve- 
ra1 houlcs, in an extent of 400 paces; 
(he chief of them belong to the Ad¬ 
miral Golewin, Mr. Apraxin of the 
admiralty, the Boyard Lojkrielomtz, 
Prince Danidawitz, and other Ra/- 
pans of quality. Moll of thefe 
honfes are over againll the citadel, 
and thofc of the Vice-Admiral and 
other officers on the fide of them, 
and behind thefe are Ilreeis for thofe 
2 


employed in Ihip-buUding and the 
like. This city Hands on the wdl 
of the river of Veronh, whole name 
it borrows, and the citadel is on 
other fide, to which there is a large 
bridge of communication. The 
ditches about it are full of water 
from the old river. This citadel is 
a fquarc building with towers at the 
four corners, has very large apart¬ 
ments, and makes a great figure 
from without. The lands of the 
downs fo choak up the nei^ river 
that it is not navigable, and the 
ffiips are ob iged co go through the 
old one. The citadel is the chief 
magazine, and indeed they lb term 
it, and have above 150 pieces of 
canon in k, though moft of them 
without carriages ior the more ready 
tranfporting them in cafe of need. 
Again, this citadel is defended with 

pallifades 
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170^. pallifades in icveral places, and filled 
with a pretty good garrifon,as well as 
the country about, to withftand the 
jhippilt The conveniences for Jhip- 

building are one (ide of the citadel, 
whereas before they built them all 
about. The Aorchoufe is on the 0- 
therfide, a great building, three 
ties high, the two fiirft of which arc 
of flone, and the third and upper- 
moll of wood. Here are many pla¬ 
ces full of all forts of naval llores, 
each in a place apart, even to cl oaths 
for the featnen, and every thing clfe 
they can want. The fail houle or 
loft is on one fide of this florehoufe j 
they compute that in the town 
about it, there may be ten thou- 
Wfliwr fand perfons. You lee two or three 
villages in the plain. 

Upon the fent&j I went in queft 
of a proper Hand, from whence to 
take a iketch of the city and 1 pitch¬ 
ed upon the highell pan of a hill, 
which is but twowerlls rothe/buth- 
wellward of it; there I began my 
work, but could not go on with k 
for the bitternefs of the cold and 
Arength of the wind. The next day 
I walked thither to get myfelf a lit¬ 
tle heat by the way, with nobody 
but my Icrvant, and three men be¬ 
longing to the Vice-admiral, to keep 
off fuch Rf 0 tms as might have the 
curiofity to interrupt me. I ordered 
them CO get a mat, fome poles, an 
ax, and a Ipade, to dig a pit for me, 
where I might conveniently take my 
ftand. When this was done, I 
fereened myfelf from the wind in 
ray back with the mat; and in this 
plight it was eafy to fee me from the 
town and from the river fide. And 
indeed I was not here long without 
a dilcovery; two En^Ii/h fiiipwrights 
taking notice of me from the river, 
fcnt two or three of their people to 
know what I was about. Seei ng them 
come towards me, 1 ordered ray Tea¬ 
men, who were armed with half- 
pikes, to keep them off j to tell no 
lbul what 1 was about, and if they 
were asked the quell ion, to fay they 
knew nothing at all of the matter. 

In the mean time a number of above 
50 Rit£iam got togetiler upon the 
- Voj,. L 


hill, drawn thither by the novelty 1703. 
of the light, unable to conceive what 
Ihould be the meaning of it} but niv 
people driving tliem back, they did 
not dare to come near enough to me. 

When I returned to the town, the 
Vice-admiral told me the vogue had 
been, that, upon the top of the hill, 
one of the Czar's doraeftics had been 
buried alive, nobody knowing where¬ 
fore, or who ic was; and that the 
fiiid man buried up to the middle 
held a great book in his hand,which 
was the paper I was drawing upon j 
and that no one was allowed to ap¬ 
proach him, three centinels being ap¬ 
pointed to keep off all that attempt¬ 
ed it! nay even the officers ihem- 
ftlvea enquired of each other, who 
ic was that was under the circum- 
Aances of execution. But obferving, 
upon the that the criminal 

had Ihifted his place, and conle- 
quently that they were millaken, 
they took another whim into their 
heads. There was a little farther 
off an old burying ground, where 
they had feen me fome days before, 
and where I went that day to take a 
draught of it. The Ru£\am at their 
wits end, now fancied I might be 
fome prophet from beyond fea to 
vilit ihc old burying grounds, fay 
raafies for the dead, and perform 0- 
ther religious offices, and particular¬ 
ly as I always appeared with a book 
in my hand. They cook notice to 
one another that I had commonly a 
Hungarian veil on, and that I was 
attended by a lervant, who carried 
after me a kind of blue cloak i b 
Ihort that 1 had three of the 
Vice-admiral's people let to guard 
rae. This whira, extravagant as it 
was, might have been attended with 
ill effefls, had not the Czar himlelf 
been in thefe parts, and been a check 
upon the crowds that would ocher- 
wife have gathered together, 

You have a reprefentaiion of the 
town in number ty, the letter jitathae/ 
diftinguilhes his Majefly's place 
refidencci B the place where the 
fliips are built; C the or 

the citadel i D the Amhatt or the 
ftorc-houfei Zi the fail-houfe or 
^ loft i 
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1705, Jofij F the houfe of Prince 

Dmiekicitz ; G that of Fi'uJar 
Msfkeu'itz ; li Ufpl^je Di^er^itsuif 
or the church of the conception of t he 
mot lie r ol God } / Cufma Idmjan, 
or church dedicated to Cs/mus and 
Vamiaiij brethrenj, in the Ihl of 
Saints; K Sabo(it\ or the church ot 
the alTcmbly of the Saints; L F<^ 
tritza Bogoraditza, or the Friday 
churchy fo called; becaufe there the 
Virgin Mary appeared in an cxrra- 
ordinary manner upon a certain FW- 
day, and was judged thence to have 
required it to be fet apart in honour of 
that day of the week; M the old ri^ 
ver; the new rim; O the hill 
from whence I drew the profpeft of 
the town. The old tombs, men¬ 
tioned before, ieeming to me very 
extraordinary in their kind, I drew 
them as vvell as the ground they Aand 
in. They arc upon a hill which has 
fut!ered by the injuries of time; this 
hill is by itfelf and from the top to 
the botrom Icattered over with fkuHs 
and bones, and pieces of colons. 
There are two at the top, the one a 
little damaged, the other to pieces. 
1 ordered a to climb this hill, 

which has two trees upon it, to try 
if he could not get feme bones which 
appeared upon the fur face, and which 
had been blanched by the air, to the 
whitenefs of chalk, which had a 
pretty odd effect in that black foil j 
but the earth was fo frozen he could 
not bring them with him. You 
have all this reprefenied in num¬ 
ber j 6. what lyes before this bury, 
ing ground was formerly a parr of it, 
and the way to it on this fide the ri¬ 
ver, is beneath this hill on the left 
hand, and on the right you have 
Si^^skie in the bottom near the ri- 
SUfi. ver, with ibme mills, With regard 
to the fhips here, we faw fifteen in 
the water, four men of war, the 
biggeft of 54 guns, three vidlual- 
Icrs, TWO firefiiips, and fur bomb- 
ketches. On fliore and ready to be 
launched, were five men of war, 
after the Duiib fafhion, from 60 to 
to 64 guns, two after the liaiian 
from 50 to 54, a galeafs after the 
keneiittn, and four gallics, bcfidcs 
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17 gallies at SiejyskiCt two werfis 1703. 
from the town. Heddes all this,'-00»J 
they were ac work upon five men of 
war after the Frtglijh built, two bor¬ 
ed for 74 guns, and two for 60 or 
64; the fifth which Is called after 
his Majefty, becaufe he had the di- 
reftion of her upon the flocks, is 
bored for 86 guns. They were at 
work alfo upon a packet-boat, and 
afbore on the other fide of the river, 
were about 200 brigantines, moft 
of them built at Ftronh ; and at this 
lime there were 400 ftout brigan¬ 
tines upon the Nieper^ and the Boty^ 

Jlhemit in the neighbourhnodof Crtm 
Tartary^ and 300 fiat bottom vef- 
felsupon Volga i befides 18 men 
of war at Ajhpbt a bomb-vefiTel and 
a yacht. The Czar has fevcral o- 
therlhips, the largeJl of which is of 
66 guns, four from 48 1050, five of 
36, two of 34, and others fmaller, 
the leafi: of 28 guns. 

That day the Czar took the diver- 
fion of failing upon the ice, in a le¬ 
vel place fit for the purpofe. Upon 
the tbirtetnth at night they fired a 
fcore of bombs from two vcfiela, and 
fever a! from a pinnace or galley of 
ao nan; when I returned the Vice- 
Admiral told me the Czar had fcni 
a meflage to me. I went imme¬ 
diately on board the fhip where 
be was, and faw fcveral bombs fired 
off in my way: 1 found his Majcfty 
ac his liquor, and undcrflood he was 
the next day, being the fmrtrmtb^ 
to go with all his train 10 the Don 
or Ttfjifl/j, about i z wcrfls from Vi^ 
roniSfto take a furveyof thcfhipping 
there, We fet out at three in thcyMrwt^ t* 
afternoon, moft of us on horfcbackj^^'’^’^*"**- 
and the reft in waggons or coaches,and 
when we had got a little way from the 
town, his Majefty ftopped at a fmall 
church, and we went a little afide 
to fee a mill of an extraordinary con- ^ . 

invance by o.Cir€a£mn^ and of 

form, Within it are fbur*'^ 
mills which work tc^ethcr, without 
fails or ought elfe for the wind to 
take hold on outwardly; but within 
there are feven fails, like ihofe of a 
vefiel, and iliut up without by great 
windows or doors j when there is 

wind 
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1703, wind Jlirrmg they open t^vo or three and viaualJcrs. One of thefe fiMps 1703. 

the Windows on the fide next to was built under his Majefty's direc-'-'T^ 
ir, fo that rulhing upon the fails, it tionsj and outflionc the reft with all 
tets the machine a going with great forts of ornaments, and the Captain’s 
violence* You have this r^prcftnEcd cabbin was lined wiih walnut -tree > 

there was another along-lidc of 
The Czar came up with us in a this of great beauty alio, and built 
calafti, and defired us 10 mend our by ar but the reft made 

pace, which every body was not able no great matter of ftiow'. We were 
Arrk‘a{at'‘° but wc got to out Joumey's entertained with hfli at noon, and 
/AciMaii, end before it was night. There was then returned to the fliips where we 
a general difeharge of guns imme- drankdeep to the roar of the cannon, 
diately from the ftiips, and we went In the midft ol thefe caroufals, a 
TO Icc fome of them where they RuJ^an It-aman was fool enough to®"'*"'* 
made us drink moft heartily } and at put his hand to the mouth of a gun, 
night we were entertained at the and was fo Jiurt thereby that he fell 
houfe vtTvan Mo^J/n Psci~ from the top to the bottom, and by 

Supper over feveral of the the fall, it is likely, brokeVome of 
company retired to the ftiips for his ribs. They endeavoured to keep 
lodging which was not to be had on this from the Czar; but he coming 
ftiore i for they have not as yet be- to the knowledge of it, went to fee 
gtin to build in this place, tho' they the poor wretch, and found him 
talk of a town intended to be here, drawing towards his la ft, 

Thcncxrday we went to fee the works We broke up about in the 
they were about in order to ftop the evening, and ri fm got zoFirsm, in 
Courfe of tile ZJflir, and turn it ano- the midft of rain. Upon the 
iher Way- to which purpofe they t€€mh^ having obtained the Czar’s 
had a fuice, on the fide they deflgn- leave for that purpole, 1 prepared to 
ed it HiouM run ; This river called return to Mofeov^ with my three 
*Ta/tais, and by the inhabitants Dc- friends; but the rams having made 
Jicr®, is famous in It croftes the roads very bad, we were obliged 

Cmrftif PtecGpianor Liittle^artary to the to get eight waggons, and to arm 
tbe Don. caftward, and having winded lor the wheels with iron. Upon the Je~ 
a great way, it takes a vaft fweep to- ventectitb, in the n^ornJng, we rook 
wards the f^oiga-, and having been our leave of his Majefty, who gave'?* 7 ^C 
Iwclled by feveral fmaller rivers, falls, us his hand to klfs, and then ttn - 

incQ the bracing us, wifhed us a good 
• Jicy; and recommended h to us lo 

If ividesiSuri^ Inthefe take a fight of fome mortars, upon 

■ rIS, we to our great furprlie found the river fide, about two werfts from 

teeth Upon the the town, which vve did without 
utti, ground, one of which I keep as a making any ftay there. They were 
L conceive how againft a hill, near a barn, where 

i ey loujd happen to be there. It they had been caft. About noon 1 

IS true indeed, the Czar told us that had orders to repair once more to ilie 
^exmacr the Great having crofled Czar, who was taking the diverfion 
this river, as we read in hiftorians, of falling upon the ice j his veifel 

came far^ as the liiile town of was ovcrfci in taking of a ihort turn, 

A( 3 //rfflw,buteight werfts from the nee, bur flic was iboii fet upright again, 
and that poflibly it might have been About half an hour after wards he or* 
that Ibmeof his elephants died there, dcred me to follow him alone. He 
and liiat thele teeth might be the re- got into a hired fledge with two hor- 
mains of them. re3,one of which fell into a hole, but 

RttMTuio returned to the fieer, the other (landing firm upon the ice, 

where they made very much of us, he was fo©n got out again ; he made 
Here were in all eleven men of war me fit by him, faying, Come kt m go 

to 
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1703. i 6 the p;albft 1 ’siitl have ytu fie a 
bomb fired 5^ kcaufe yoa nst 
there 'istcnibe hfl •were Jired, Being 
arrived, vet exatnin^ the vcflcl, and 
liic \vooden bed where the mortar 
waa fixed, and which you might 
torn 10 all diredions. The bombar' 
deer being ready, the fignal tvas gi¬ 
ven for thofc in the plain to get out 
of the way. Wc then went out of 
the veire],and fire was fet to the fufee, 
but the bomb burfled in the flight. 
This being a kind of djfappointment, 
his Majcfly was fo good as to ask me 
if 1 would iee any more, but 1 told 
him it was needlels. J then waited 
on him to Mr. Sleits, and foon after 
to Ids own abode, which wras not far 
off, and there ! had the honour to 
take leave of him: He embraced 
me, and as his ufual way was, faid, 
God preferve you. 

It was about three in the after¬ 
noon when I returned to my lodging, 
whence 1 made all the hade 1 could 
to depart, after a ftiorc meal. I 
thanked the Vice-admiral for the ho¬ 
nour he had done me, and for all 
his favors, and to my great joy, left 
' him in a better way chan 1 found him. 
* He IS a very worthy man, much c- 
fleemedby every body,but by nobody 
more than by the Czar himfelf. 

We departed in tlic evening, and 
that night we had fnow, and after it 
fomc rain. Upon the eighteenth in 
the morning wc were 58 werfts from 
Verctih, having three horfes to each 
waggon, which carried us back the 
fame way wc came. 

We took notice that moft of the 
Kabact, or Czar’s houfes towards 
b’^eronhy are inhabited by Circajpam. 
arc a neat and cleanly people 
caffiaiw. both in their perfons and in their 
houics \ they are of a pleafant hu¬ 
mour, and live agreeably, diverting 
themfelv^ every day with the vio¬ 
lin, and another flringed inflrumenr. 
You have tbefe minflrels in all his 
Majefty’s houfes to that of Prince 
-Ale:Cander\ they never fait to play as 
foon as you come in, and they com¬ 
monly fell you mead or brandy, and 
among them arc women who arc 
kind to ftrang^rs.* Their drefs is rC" 


markable, and quite diflerent from 170;; 
the Ru£ian^ and efpccially with rc-’^ 
gard to the women. Their com¬ 
mon drefs is a flrilt with a girdle, 
round which they plait a piece of 
flriped flofl", which hangs down to 
their feet like a petticoat. They 
wear a white linen cloth wound 
round the head, and a part of their 
chin is covered; one end of this 
cloth is genteely turned up on one 
fide of the head, and the refl are 
fometimes loofe or hang down. They 
wear alfo a piece of linen in gathers 
upon the forehead, which goes over 
the head, and is flat behind after the 
manner of the Arabt and in 

the eaft. Their (bift is gathered two 
lingers breadth about the neck, as 
formerly with us when they wore 
ruffs j but you will hefl comprehend 
this 1^ the plate beneath, which 1 
drew in fmall from one of the mofl 
agreeable of ihefe women,andjufl: as 
we found her in her flove. Near was 
a maid-fervant kneading of dough for 
bread, and fome children fitting after 
their manner upon the oven. It was 
three In the afternoon when we left 
this place, in mizzling weather with 
fome fnow; but an hour afterwards 
it came on to bloiv from the nor¬ 
thern board, and began to freeze. 
When wc had 1 ravelled 15 werfts, 
wc came to a finall river, partly fro¬ 
zen over^ but too deep to ford, 
which we fought to do for two hours, 
to no purpole. In fiiorc we fenc two 
of our fervancs over on horleback, 
and a third to a village to enquire if 
there was not fome place where we 
might crofs; but he brought us word 
there was none, and did not dare to 
cro& the water a fecond time, fo that 
we ient him back to the village 
whence he came, with orders there 
to wait for us till morning. Mean 
time we had no news of one of ourni/,^. 
lervarfts who had got drunk the day 
before, and whom wc had thrown 
into a countryman’s Tledge; and as 
in this cafe our people were in dan¬ 
ger of freezing, wc crowded our 
waggons together to fhchcr them, 
while w'e confuhed what wc had 
beft to do. It was nine in the night, 

3 and 
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and we were ftlll quite at a lofs, 
cill, ar length, conlidering there were 
no houf« in this part of the coun¬ 
try, wc rciblved to go back again, 
in queft of a village out of the main 
road, where we arrived at eleven in 
the night, and got fomc rcfrclhmenc 
for ourfeives and our horfcs. The 
fervant we had loft came here to us 
that night, and cold us his driver 
had taken the horfesout of the fledge 
while he was afleep, and carrira 
them away, that he perceived no¬ 
thing of the matter till he awoke, 
and that he had been obliged 10 
look out for another, which he had 
done in vain, had 'it nor been for 
, the prevalence of money and good 
words I and to conclude, that it was 
with great difficulty that he had 
VoL. L 


got to US. The next day I difeo- 
vered, chat by the negligence of our 
people, the axle-tree of my waggon 
was broken, in confideration of which, 
as well as of the froft, and of the 
fnow that had fallen in the night, I 
rciblved to fix it upon the boiiom of 
a fledge, and to take the wheels with 
me, in cafe a change of weather 
fliotild happen. For the reft, one 
of our drivers had given us the flip, 
a thing not unufua) in this country, 
and had left us his horles, in hope, 
his companions would bring them 
back with their own; /b that we 
were obliged to take another in hb 
ftead. We took three, with fledges 
and horfts, and provided ourfeives 
with plank and timber 10 help us in 
eroding the river. The fun ihone 
S out 
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1703. out, bulk was cxceflivcly cold, and 
about ten o’clock, we came back to 
the place where we had endeavour¬ 
ed to crofs [he evening before, and 
found the river fo frozen, that fe- 
veral horfes went over upon the ice, 
rho’ indeed fonie of them fell in. 
Wc took our borfes out, that our 
waggons might crofs the fafer, and 
we made ufe of our boards and tim¬ 
bers in the deepeft places, an 5 yet 
Ibme of our people fell in i, but as 
every body was ready to lend a help¬ 
ing hand, they were foon got out 
again. At one in the afternoon we 
went on, and in an hour’s time came 
to a place where we found frelh 
horfes ready to put to. We had 
now,. In all, travelled but 2$ wcrils, 

' , and had two more to go, before we 
got to a fmall town called 
where wc crolTcd the river of Ba/e 
KohJ/s or the fVLite Pit^ by a bridge 
cover’d over a foot and a half thick 
with ice, and dined to fhe found of 
the Circajftdm inflrumenrs. It was 
eleven in the night before we could 
get away from hence, for before 
then wc had not been able to pre¬ 
vail with the Governor for horf^. 
Here they too'k the wheels off from 
the other waggons, and loaded them 
upon fledges as 1 had done, and in the 
night wc went thro' a great village 
called ^ft^eduncke-i and upon the 
titibi at break of day, we came to 
the pillar of 136 werih, where wc 
took'frefh horlcs without Aopping. 
Two vverfts from thence, wc paH^ 
the town of -Dcirr, a werfl from the 
great road, upon the river Vermis. 
At the end of 151 werfts we came 
CO a great village, and atwthcr at tbe 
end of 154 , where you go up a bill 
fb very fteep, that there arc rails on 
the lefc hand from top to bottom, 
to prevent your falling. Wc after¬ 
wards went tiirough three villages, 
upon [be poll of the lafl of which 
we law 157 werfls. Soon after we 
found the high road fo full of ice, 
it was impofbble to keep it, fo 
that wc looked for a bciier way 
on the right hand, and fucceeded, 
fo that wc all got thro’, except one 
waggon, which being very heavily 
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laden, fell through the Ice, but was 1703. 
got out again without damage done^^VNi^ 
to any thing in ic. In fliort, after 
we had again skirted k along fome 
villages, we reached the houfe of 
Prince Alexander^ 190 werfts from. 

Vtrmm > but here w'e made no Hay, 
and went on to a village not far 
off, and (here wc dined. It was fix 
in the evening, and wc waimd till 
ten before our horfes were ready. 

Upon the 2 [ft, .at four of the clock 
we were at 2iS werfts, foon afeer 
at 238, and then 257 wcrfls, whence, 
on the right, wc law the town of 
Seboffixy which feenis confiderably 
large, and fome villages between that 
and us i and as our poftwodens reach¬ 
ed no farther, wc went thither, and 
crofted over a bridge a werft in 
length, and over a great moor. This 
town, however, is in iifclf no great 
inatter, and the caftle where the Go- 
vernor refides, and wliich ftands 
the end of the high ftreet, has no¬ 
thing remarkable either within fide 
or without. They immediately ap¬ 
pointed accommodations for us, and 
the burgomufters came to us on the 
part of the Governor, and brought 
us refrefhmciits of brandy, mead, 
beer, bread, and the like. Here we 
made a demand of 30 horfes, inftead 
of 24, ihe better to carry our 
wheels with us, and this being gran¬ 
ted us, we departed hence an hour 
before funfet, and that night travel¬ 
led 40 werfts, then changing horles 
wc reached 311 werfts, and came 
near the houle of Mr, k Fort, where 
we arrived upon the Vj^tniy jeemd, 
ar nine in the morning. This gen¬ 
tleman had ivrktea to his fervanca, 
ordering them to ufe us the beft they 
could, and to let us have horfes, and 
every thing clfe we might want. 

Here wc kft our waggon-wheels be¬ 
hind us to be the left incumbcied, 
and to rid the more way, with die 
fewer horfes, the froft and fnofw 
having much mended the ways. Here 
w'c had frefh horfes, and having flop¬ 
ped about an hour,' wc proceeded 
on our journey, and got the length, 
of 329 werfts, and at three in the 
aftdrnoon we came to 347,'and to 
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170J. the village of PoSd^ncke^ where we 
cheered up the bean. It I'nowed, 
and continued both to freeze and to 
blow, and hiving again changed 
horfcs in the evening, we went thro’ 
feveral villages in the night, and 
Nikolc town of Nihk Sai'shh* 

‘nattike a place tolerable enough j but it was 
not without difficult)' we got thro’ 
it, becaufe of the great number of 
country people who had crowded it 
witli their fledges laden with things 
for M&Jam, Upon the twenty tbird 
in the morning, having got to the 
end of 4ao werffs, we held on our 
way, with frefh horfes, to Grsdm^ 
wliere we got at nine o’Clock, but 
made no ftay, and ftven or eight 
wcrfta from thence we met with the 
river of Occa^ which we were fomc 
lime in croffing. We had rhen to 
go over a very fteep and lofty hill, 
where there was but one narrow 
gilt on the left hand of the river; 
and as we were going up we met 
with fome fledges, who obliged us 
to flop that they might get by, 
which they could only do upon the 
very brow of the hilt, the way being 
too narrow for them and for us too, 
and the way they took was fo bad, 
fo fteep, and fo full of great ftones, 
that boih horfes and fledges were in 
great danger, mod of the horfes go¬ 
ing on at a venture without drivers; 
Creat dan-3nd not only fo, but words artflng 
between thefe fledgemen and our 
fervants, they came to blows, the 
caufe alledged, that the one had not 
made room timely enough for the 
other. Several of thefe people being 
in liquor, exafperated thofe who had 
already got down below, and made 
them come up after us, to the num¬ 
ber of about twenty. I was lying 
along in my fledge when 1 under- 
ftood this, and leaped our immediate¬ 
ly with Sword and Piftol in hand, 
and the Sieurs KjnJtui and Hili came 
after, armed alfo, the one with his 
plftols, the other with his fword. 
In this pofture wt went down to 
. Mr, 5 /ms fledge, who was the laft 
of us, and moft expofed to the fury 
of ihefc madmen. He had but juft 
got our, bm had no arms, and the 
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Ru 0 ans ikytMi hidi were at him with 1703. 
their Threats *, but he, like a pru* 
dent man as he was, niade fig ns t6 
his fervant to get out of the way, 
and began to footh them with fair 
fpeeches, judging, and with good tea* 
fon, that a contrary procedure might 
prove faDl, obferving there was be¬ 
neath us a great number of Rujjiani 
who would baVe infallibly fallen up¬ 
on uSj on the very fir ft onfet. And 
ihele obferving we came up to them 
Without any fecrrtlng Difpbfiiion to 
quarrel, kept back thofe that were 
iJrunk, and ftibmlited to reafon. The 
moft troublelbmc of ihem being 
gone off, we went our way oh each 
fide, tho', for my own parr, 1 would 
not go again into my fledge till we 
had gained the height of the hill, 
tho' I bad much ado to walk, it 
was fo flippery, and the wiatf fo 
ftrong; befides that It was fo excee¬ 
dingly cold I could hardly ft It my 
fingers. In the mldft of this 1 rook 
notice of a fledge and one horft go¬ 
ing down with dot a driver, tho' hea¬ 
vily laden 5 the poor horfe, unable 
to turn a cor her fo nicely as 
fliould, for the Wihd and the ice; in 
fliort, unable to keep the beaten 
track, and borrowing too much up¬ 
on the precipice, he fell perpend i. 
culflr down upon the bank of the ri^ 
ver, a fight dreadful to behold. The 
fledge broke into a thou fa nd pieces, 
and the horfe it rs moft likely broke 
all his ribs, tho' I afterward faw hinr 
lift up his head. At length, having 
with difTicuIty reached the top of 
the hill, we went on, and at one in 
the afternoon came to the city of 
Kdomna^ 456 drerfts, Wc waic^ irr 
the fuburbs for an anfwef to a let¬ 
ter of the Czar'ij which we ferrt 
in, and the Di^ck or Secretafry of 
the city no fobner received it, than 
he c-jmfe to us, and offered xii his 
fervice, and even defired iri m go 
into the city to enter rain ouffetvrt; 
but we excufed ourfelvts, and he 
fent os mead, brandy, beer, anff fome 
provifions, vyhich Wc ritur'ned back 
again, havhig fufficrCntly providetf 
ou rfel ves wifh^ ntceptrkt, Wc ta 1 ked 
with him about two hours, and dVank 
2 fome- 
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1703. fomewlut briskly about, and at four 
departed with frefh horfes, and 
travelled 2; werfts before nine 10 
chc village of Kofacbofy where we 
baited two pr three hours, for the 
fake of our horfes, who were to car¬ 
ry us quite to Mofetm. Upon the 
t-wenty fourth by eight in the morn¬ 
ing. we had got near the village of 
Ofrawtets in 46 werfts farther. We 

' here refted and fed our horfes, and 
in two hours went away, and about 
Boon arrived in the German fiabode 
at Mofeowy in 25 werfts ftill far¬ 
ther. 

j, Upo n the fvienty feventby the fchooh 

■ff/flw, mafter and reader of the Lutberntt 
Church called John Frederick Macs 
of Kmingskrg^ was without any pro¬ 
vocation murdered by a Gertitan En- 
fign, called who being taken 

confefted the fail, 

TitMthf I thoughi to have refted me af- 
jgj. Pjj fidgumg a journey, but upon 
the fifth of Alarchy towards the even¬ 
ing, I was raken with an extraordi¬ 
nary heat of body, like a fever, and 
going immediately to bed, had a ve¬ 
ry troublefome night of it, 1 rofe 
up, however, at break of day next 
morning, but was fo weak, I could 
hardly ftand upon my legs, and had 
befidcs a continual cough day and 
night. The tire within me was fo 
fierce, that had 1 drank an hundred 
times a day, it could not have been ex- 
tinguiflied. Sometimes I drank milk, 
fometimes 1 drank beer, and fome- 
dmes water boiled up with tamarinds 
and fugar, which I found relief from 
ill i and to keep my ftomach 
in fome degree of ftrength, I drank 
alfo of rhenilh wine, and other things 
good for that end. In this manner 
did I pafs 6ve days and five nights 
without any reft, and in the night 
particularly w'as apt 10 be fomewhat 
deUrious, My friends, upon this, ob- 
ferving me to grow weaker and wei- 

Htiihit ker, adviicd me to fend for a phy- 
fician, but I told them I was always 
my own phyfician, that 1 knew my 
conftitution better than any body, 
and conftquently what was beft for 
me i that 1 was perfuaded, as 1 knew 
(he caufe of my fteknefs, a good 


regimen would do me more good 1703. 
than all the phybclans in the world; 
befidcs that, 1 had been for fome time 
fenfible of what was coming upon 
me. Upon the fixth night and that 
following I refted indifferently^ well, 
and found myfelf greatly relieved j 
in fhori, after a continual regimen 
for ten days together, 1 began to take 
in ftmngcr broths, and cat meat. 1 
bled alfo a little at the nofe at night, 
and that eafed my head. 

Upon the efeventby the Czar re¬ 
turned, with all his train, from Ve- 
ronisy and upon the tbirteentb he 
caufed Colonel Bodon^ already men- CsWBo- 
lion'd, to be beheaded in his 
fence. He was executed in the Ger- Krtiffd** 
man fiabode, on one fide of the 
on which the fword and ax had been 
hung up, and Enfign Krajjb was at 
the fame time hanged; he then fix¬ 
ed up an order, that no one fbould 
preftime to draw a fword, upon pain 
of death. 

Upon Suttdayy the fourteentb of the 
month, Monficur Cafimir Bolus^ 
voy from France, who had been*»fli«ii' 
ibme time incognito at Mofeenv, had^l^^'^' 
a private audience of the Czar at 
Count Feud(n~ Alexewitz de 

This Prince, the fame day, went ^ 
with a fmall attendance to fee Mr. 

BrmtSy where ho was enterlaioed 
with cold meats and fome other re- 
frefttmencs. 1 came out of my room 
upon this occafion, to have the ho¬ 
nour of taking leave of his Maje- 
fty, and to beg he would grant me 
a pafTporc to go out of his domi¬ 
nions. Obferving me to be much 
altered, he was fo good as to ask 
me what was the matter with me, 
and what had been the caufe of my 
tllnefs i and upon my telling him 1 
attributed it to fome exccfics on my 
journey from Verams, he anfwered, 
nothing in the world was fo good as 
a hair of the fame dc^; but the Re- 
fident and fome others coming in. 
upon us, we were mterrupted. 

Having obtain’d the leave I want- 
cd,andan order to count 
a pafTporc, I took leave of the Czar,c!^. 
who did me the honour to give me 
his hand to kifs, and then be (low- 
2 ed 
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1703. ed on me his bleffing, G&J prfjervt 

^r\}y6U. 

Ic was about ten when this Prince 
went away to Mr, Litps^ and to Ic- 
veral E^glifi Merchants, before he 
fat out for Sleutektibtirgv and upon 
the Jiftcenth, early in the morning he 
• fat out, without fo much as going 
CO ^rGbroftnsh, 

Mahfo- Upon that day they were to ejre- 
ScrifB- cute the tw'o other criminals. Cap- 

fervant of Colo¬ 
nel Bodon^ whofe head and body lay 
itill upon the ground, us Krafa 
hung upon the gibbet, guarded by 
fome foldiers. They were both up¬ 
on the block, and the executioner 
flood by with the ax in his hand, 
ready to give the fatal blow, when 
they were at once reprieved, the 
Captain to be fent a perpetual Exile 
into Siberia^ and the fervant to re¬ 
ceive thirty ftrokes of the knoct, and 
then be a Have In the gallies for 
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life j but I a little while afterwards 1705, 
heard he died of the knoer. 

Our Refident having demanded a 
paiTport for me, in the name of hi? 
Majefty, Count Goiffwin^ whofe bu- 
fineis it was, ordered it to be Ini*- 
mediately difpatchcd. 

Upon the t^^enty JirJl they cele¬ 
brated Piilm-Siindijy\w^<iTi the 
ty ffthi the Annunciation of the blcf- 
fed'Virgin Mary, in high reverence 
with tlie Rujiam, and upon the 
twenty eigbthyh^ feaft of RaJUr. No¬ 
thing cife remarkable occurr'd, e\'. 
cept rhat a fire broke out at NhJeeWy 
upon the thirtieth^ and that the ri¬ 
ver of Mesia thaw'ed, and w-as open 
upon the ^rjl of April. So thorough 
a thaw made the ways very bad, 
and upon the third the waters were 
rifen higher than had been known 
in the memory of man. At this time 
I was taken with a icrilan ague, 
but after three or four fits it left me. 



CHAP, XIV. 

7he AuthoT ts JJjown TlAng r€tft(iyh.ablc in the Chfivches. 
Cloth that wajies not in the Fire. 


W HEN I was recovered of my 
ague, i went to to 

wait on Ivan Alexewit^ Moepn Poes- 
kiny whom the Czar had ordered, at 
Vermis t to fhew me every thing that 
deferved to be feen in the churches, 
and other places of this city. This 
Nobleman, whom 1 have elfewhere 
mentioned, favoured me with a very 
civil reception, and told me he was 
ready to obey his Majefty's ord;;rs, 
whenever I required it: 1 told him it 
fhould be as fbon as he plcafcd, be- 
caufe, as his Excellence knew, 1 was 
on the point of fetting out for Per^a, 
Upon this he appointed me to be 
with him ar his houfe upon the 
tenth in the morning, which I took 
care to be, and found him ready to 
mount to go into the country i bur 
he obligingly told me, the Gcnilc- 
VOL. I- 


man with him would take care to 
go with me every where. In the 
fir ft place tve w'eni to the church of 
Saboory where they pretend to fliew 
a piflure by St. Luke^ and Chrift's 
garment upon which the foldiers call 
lots. They fay this garment fell 
the lot of a foldicr, who happened^''^^^^’^ 
to be a Georgian.^ and that he carry-^^ 
ing ic into his own country, made a 
prefeni of ic to his fifter, who was a 
maiden ;th a c flic conceiving a great vc- 
neracion for it,defired upon her death¬ 
bed it might buried with her, and 
that (he might be covered with it; 
chat this being done, there arofe a 
great tree from out of her tombj 
that the Perjians afterwards poffefljng 
themfel ves of Gecrgla^ the King heard 
of rhis romb, ordered it to be open¬ 
ed, and took out the Garment,which 
T he 
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1703. he carried away wuh him into Pcr- 
j that fome time aftcr^vards fend- 
ing an embaffy to Mojiovy^ he mad'e 
a prclcnc of it to the Great Dukc;, as 
he was a Chriftian i that the MufeO' 
dedrous to be certain it was the 
very garment, got together all the 
. blindf the lame, and others labour¬ 
ing under other afflidtlons, not doubt¬ 
ing, but if it was, what it was faid 
[O be, it would hca! them, that the 
cflefts proved equal to their wUhes; 
that it had ever iince been kept to 
be of ufe upon the fame occafions, 
and that it bad never once failed to 
aafwer the end. All rhis they affirm 
for gofpel, and therefore 1 refblved 
it Aiould be ihe firft thing 1 took no¬ 
tice of. 

Vnihurth This church is fquare within, and 

^Sabonr. length, the vault is fuftain- 

ed by four great pillars, and the whole 
is full of piflures of Saints and the 
like. There are fome of them in 
the Greek tafte, not to be called bad, 
even in the 6ve little domes, in form 
of lanthorns, the largefl of which is 
in the middle, and the other four at 
the four corners. The pifture they 
will have to be by Sc, Luke^ is on 
' one fide of the high Altar, and is a 
half length of the Virgin, reprefent- 
cd withChrift kifiing her, their faces 
being dole together. It is very 
gloomy and almolf black; but whe¬ 
ther this proceeds from the effedsof 
time, or the fmoke of the tapers, or 
the fancy of the painter; certain it 
js there is no great matter in it, be¬ 
tides that it is all gilt hut the faces 
and the hands. This Viigin has a 
fine crown of pearls and precious 
Hones upon her head, and a collar 
of pearls which hangs down from 
about her neck. In fhort this pi- 
dure is placed in a nich, under which 
there is a flail or feat. Between the 
two pillars of the high Altar, there 
is a great fijver hanging fconce with 
branches, made at Amjlerdam, like 
ihofe in our churches \ and beUdes 
this, there arc three of copper well 
difpofedof in the body of the church \ 
tho’ it mufl be obferved there are 


ten filver lamps about the Altar of 1703. 
this. But in thefe lamps they burn 
no oyl, which is not in ufe with the 
Pujftmt but tapers which are put 
into nollels fisted upon the lamps. To 
the bottom of their great fconccs, 
they commonly hang an OH rich's 
egg. As we went out of this, 
went into the Patriarchs church, 
which is above fmall, and in form 
of a dome. On the right hand over- 
againH the chappcl there is an apart¬ 
ment, with ChriH rep relented lilting 
in a chair, in a piflure all gilt cjrcepc 
the face and hands; the Virgin Mitry ; 

St. ycbn Baptiji on the left, and on 
each hand an ApoHlc kneeling, with 
a diver lamp. Between this piece 
and the door of the chappcl there is 
a bench, ratfed upon Ibme Heps, and 
thereon the Patriarch's feat covered 
with black velvet; and as you go in¬ 
to this little church, you fee an Al¬ 
tar, behind which is a fmall choir, 
full of pi^ures from top to bottom, 
each repreleniing ftorics of Saints, 
divided from each other by columns 
in the manner of windows, and here 
every thing is gilt: the other fide of 
the walls is painted blue. Again in 
the crown of the dome there is a 
head of CbrlH, which nearly fills it, 
and about it fevcral other reprefenra- 
tlons. - The Patriarch's hall of audi¬ 
ence which is tolerably large, is over- 
agalnH this church; on the right as 
you go in you have the patriarchal 
chair all gilt, with a green velvet 
Cufluon and gold fringes about the 
arms, and upon an eHrade of ihite 
Heps high ; it has at top a fmall 
ChriH in painting. Asw'e went out 
of this ball they carried us up to a 
room where they keep the ireafurcs 
of moH of the Patriarchs, and full of 
chcHs and trunks, which they open¬ 
ed for me. In the lirH were Gx pa¬ 
triarchal caps, two of which were of 
great value, divided from the others, 
and enriched with great pearls, large 
diamonds and other precious Hones; 
the others were the fame, but not fo 
coHly. There was a feventh adorn- 


ed with pearls only, and belonging 
fewer no ornaments in their churches, to the metropolitan; then they 
however h happens that there are fhew’d a box full ol jew'els, and a- 

mong 


f 





CORNELIUS LE BRUYN. 


*703. mongthe reft diamond crofles haog- 
'^^VSjing by golden chains. All thefe 
things had belonged to feveral 
Patnarcha who had appeared in 
them upon proceffions, and up¬ 
on other fuch public occahons. 
There were alfb feveral or 

girdles wiih precious llonesj many of 
the combs that had been ufed by the 
former ptriarchs, mofl: of them large 
and made of cortoiihell i their cro- 
Cers wi[h jewels at the end j fevera! 
prefTcs full of patriarchal robes and 
veftments, 79 b ail, and all of gold 
brocade, and adorned with pearls and 
precious Itones, In the chief of them 
were nineveffments, ofejetrememag'' 
nidcencc and beauty, and all fet witli 
precious flonest in others were fine 
floles, a palm and a half broad, and 
among the reft that worn by the Pa¬ 
triarch Conjtantine in the year d 176, 
as thecompute: h is of a 
plain filk, and has fuflcred fomewhat 
by times they have an eicraordinary 
regard for it, and keep it among their 
moft magnificent veftments. In the 
fame place you fee Icveral difhes of 
filver gilt, with great vafes, and 0- 
thcr veftels of the fame. Having fa- 
tisfied ray curiofity in this place, I 
deferred till the next day, being 
dayt to fee the reft of the churches. 
Firft I waited upon Mr. Mi^jin Vm- 
skin to know of him if I could not 
have a fight of Chrift's garment j but 
he told me it was impoftible, being 
in a place feated up with the Czar’s 
own feal, and that without an cx- 
prefs order from him there was no 
feitlng eyes on it; and forry I was I 
bad not had fame intimation of this 
in riine. In fhort, I went again to 
the church of Sabaor to fee what 
there was ft ill curious to be Icen; 
and they fhewed me a great chalice 
or cup of gold, about two palms 
high, which they ufe in the adtnini- 
ftration of the facramenc, crowned 
with four fine jewels, and the foot 
cfiamcllcd with the fuffcririgs of the 
Saviour of the world: A great difh 
of the fame metal, enamelled like 
the chalice, and in like manner a- 
dorned with four jewels; two plates, 
a fpoon with an agate handle, a gol¬ 


den ftirrer for the wine in the cup, 170J, 
and a crown all adorned with pearls 
and precious ftones, together with 
two other fmall chalices of agate, en¬ 
riched alfo with jewels. All ihefe 
jewels, fay they, were found at the 
bottom of the great cask which 

^^Rujftan got fifhed up hy^j^"^’^' 
certain fifhermen, when be was tranf- 
porred from Rmne to Nitugart , fit¬ 
ting on a mill'ftone, having made it 
his bargain to have all that came up 
in the net. Then they fhewed me a 
great book, which, upon certain ho¬ 
lidays, they carry in procefhon j ic 
is adorned with precious ftones, full 
of icripture ftories in paint, and all 
in charatfters of gold} all chcle things 
arc kept feparate in cafes of red vel¬ 
vet. They fhewed allb the body of 
the archbifhop Feter in filver, with 
a bafs relief of him above; a fmall 
reddifh flip of Chrift's garment, al¬ 
ready mentioned In a caje covered 
with glals; the body of the archbi- 
fliop in a cofiin like the for¬ 

mer, and that of Fhiiip in another. 

Then they fhewed me the reliques of ^ 
faints; the hand ol yobn 
the fkutl, and all the head < 3 i(jregory 
BagaJlffiXt a nd the like. Fro m hence, 
having ihanked the Prieft for 
trouble he had been at, 1 went to^^i.'' 
the church of ScMiVAae/the Arch¬ 
angel, very fine within, and full of 
plftufcs tike the former. Here all 
the great Dukes of Msjeer^y arc en¬ 
tombed all in one place, excepting 
the two laft, brothers to the prefent 
Czar, who are in another. Their 
tombs are raifedup, and upon them 
you have rich habits of red velvet, 
with bands of green velvet,and there¬ 
on in Ru£ian ebarafters, their birth, 
their age, and time of their deceafe, 
with great pearl crofTes; but none of 
(hem for magnificence comes near 
the laft of Ivan jikxfwitz, which is 
all adorned with precious ftones. 1 
left this church and went 10 that of CkartU tf 
the Annunciation, or, as they call 3*"•''' 
Biagymeejintt fimall and full of pi-^*'" 
dlures like the laft. Here,in a room, 
they fhewed me 36 filver boxes, and 
feme gold ones full of the reJiques of 
faints, which they had taken the 
I pains 
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1703* pains to fpread out upon a long tabic 
'-''YNJ againft I came. In the firft there 
was fotne of the blood ofChrifl, and^ 
in the others, a fmall crofs made oi 
the true crofs j a hand of the Evan- 
* gelift Sc. Mark \ fome bones of ^ the 
prophet TimhU and othcc Saints, 
\\\it M.um7tiy\ fcvcral heads, and 01 her 
reliqucs all very brown. Having 
fliewn me all this, they would have 
carried me to fee other churches, but 
my curiolity being farisficd, 1 excul- 
cd my lelf, and thanked my con- 
duAor for the trouble I had given 
him, and ihc refl for the favour they 
had done me, which was quite un- 
ufual, and perhaps without example 
in ihar country. 

Upon the Jifteentb of this month, 

I went with Mr, ^oppe to vifit the 
Knc?, Bdriti jilexeiaitz Gaiietjmt at 
a pretiv country houfc five werfts 
fromAMaw, and as we went thi¬ 
ther palled by the fine eftate of the 
Knez, MigbaUt Strkaskie^ ihericheft 
of all the Princes of this dominion, 
and fo powerful that bclldes a great 
number of villages he is lord of, he 
has above 20000 peafartts his vaflais. 
Wc found the Knez, and I begged of 
him to grant me a pafsport from the 
office of the prikacs of Caf^t of 
which he was Vice-roy, as well as of 
Aflracan. And this I did, becaufc 
Mr. Popp^ had given me to ondcr- 
lUnd that the Governoor of Cafan 
and him o^Jfiracaa^ would pay no 
regard to a pafsport from the prikacs 
ol Pfi/Jof/cb, and might put a Hop to 
my journey. The Knez B^rtes a. 
greed to ir, and difpatchcd me one, 
in confide ration of Mr. P^pe who 
was his friend, and at the fame time 
wrote to the Governors of Cafan and 
Afracan in my behalf. For which 
we returned him our thanks, and 
look leave of him. This Lord had, 
Ibme months before, been at Cajan 
to make up a difference between two 
T iriar Princes, father and fbn, which 
arofe as follows. The Ion having 
i-v»'j ar- vvilh him a woman the father was in 
love with, the latter got her fpiriied 
away from the former, who enraged 
atwhaihad been done, declared war 
with bis father, and appeared in the 
1 


field at I'le head of 20000 men; the 1703. 
father on his fide in a hurry got to- 
gciher 40000, and they were ready 
to fall on each other, when the Knea 
arrived and made them friends. Thejew-r^ 
far tar Prince among other things ^*'^ *^^* 
made him a prefenc of a piece of 
coarle cloth, which neither burns 
nor confumes in the fire i and the 
Knez giving feme of it to Mr. Poppe, 
he gave it to me. He told melt was 
made in Katapi between China and 
Guggatcrt and that they there con¬ 
tinued to make it. Frona the ifland 


of I formerly brought Ibme of 

the ftonc Asbejim which may be fpun 
inro thread, and will not wafte in 
the fire, and in former days they 
made a doth of it, but the art of 
doing it is now loft. Pliny men¬ 
tions filch a kind of cloth, as do 
fome moderns who have treated of 
the Roman antiquities, and the ufe of 
lamps in the monuments of the an¬ 
cients. 

Upon the Jixteenib I dined in the 
city with Mr. P^ppt^ and returning 
to the flabode, lobferved there w'as 
a fire in a certain place, whither 1 
went to fee how they contrived to 
put it out, but they do no more than 
throw down the next houfes. 

My pafspoits being difpatchcd, I 
prepared for my departure. In com¬ 
pany with an Armenian mcrchanr, 
called yacob Davkdf^ who had tra¬ 
velled from Ijpaban to Hyland, and 
had been fome time at Anfierdam-. 

Wc agreed to fet out upon the Va^enty 
ficond^ and to fait down the river to 
Aflracan, The time I had left w'as 
employ'd in taking leave of my 
friends, and particularly "Mx.Vander 
Huljld our Refidcnt, and the Sicurs 
Branti and Lupiy to whom T owed a 
thou fend obUgaiions, and erpecially 
10 Mr. Coyety who being perfeilly 
Ikilled in the language, and inform¬ 
ed of the cuftoms of the country, 
gave me fiich hints and Inftrudions 
as were of great ufe to me in the 
fequel of my journey. 1 went from 
about noon, and finding 
vcflel to carry me on board of the cow. 
ihip w'hcre the Armenian was alrea¬ 
dy embarked, and which was fallen 
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1703. doft?n to to have the benefit obliged to 1 lire three waggons to car- 1703- 

v-orv of high water over the iands, I was ry me thither. 


CHAR XV. 

Departure from Mofeow. Courfe of the Wolga. Defcrlp- 
tkn of the T^tmns and Places upon that River. Arrival 
at Aftracan, 


Kdom. T N my way to the fhip I pafTed 
fflenske. town of Kfttommmike^ on 

the right hand upon an eminence; 
it makes a good figure, has a fine 
monallery, a church and two towers^ 
You enter the two fides of it by 
crofiing a raft of timbers faftened 
together, fo that part of them may 
be removed when fhips are to pafs, 
and be put together with the refi 
again. I atfo went by leveral viU 
lagcs, charnaingly fi mated oo an c> 
minence on the right hand of the 
river. Towards evening I got into 
a wood of low trees, and being fome 
hours in going through it, it was 
late before 1 got to where 1 

heard the barks of the 
were not yet come. Here were two 
houles, and yet L lay that night in a 
barn half open, and upon the hard 
floor. Upon the tiventy third in the 
motning, my fellow-traveller came 
down with four barks, and three o- 
ArmemanSj who were going al- 
fo to IJpahart, and informed me the 
fhip we were to go in, and on board 
of which he had a great quantity of 
cloths, was fallen down ftlll 60 werfls 
lower I fo we followed her by water, 
and reached Herat ten at nightj but 
as it was late, and every thing topfy- 
turvy, we did not care to go on 
board, but went on fhorc, where we 
made a good fire, and fed upon good 
pike and perch we had, as we came 
along, bought oflbme fifliermen for 
three pence. From hence 1 wrote 
fome letters to my friends io Msfam 
and in Holland^ and upon the twenty 
four thy about ten in the morning we 
imbarked. In ihefe parts they have 
VoL. I. 


fmall flat-bottomed vefTels, which 
the Kujpam call ftroeks, and which^^^^Jj,' 
carry about 300 bales of filk, or a- 
bout 15 lafts; They are capacious, 
and have but one mail and one fall, 
a very large one, and of ufe chiefly 
vrhen the wind is aft; but when the 
wind is not either right aflern, or 
well upon the quarters, they row with 
fi:ttoen oars. They have no rudder, 
but a long kind of paddle, broad at 
the end in the water, the other end 
is fupported by a kind of crurch a- 
dapted to the purpofo, and this the 
patron or mafter manages by a tac¬ 
kle reeved on each fide, which keeps 
it fteady, and which may be taken 
on or off at pleafure. We had on 
board £3 fallors, and 52 paffengers, 
as well RuJJmm as Armeniatn, rec¬ 
koning fervants into the number. 

The river hitherto winds very much, 
and is every way about 40 fathom 
in breadth. In about two hours time 
we came to the monaftery of Smo-M«>iiprj 
lemkiy which makes a figure at a*fSjnflien- 
diffance, and has a fine ffceple, and* '' ^ 
is on the fide of a wood about 100 
werfts from Mofetnv. nor did we lofc 
fight of it till al^ut four of the clock; 
and after this we, on each hand, faw 
a country more open and full of vil¬ 
lages, and after wards a more lofty 
focne of land, and dropt anchor when 
it came on to be dark night. Up¬ 
on the t%'ffily fifth, about nine of 
the clock, we arrived at Kolomna, Koloitird. 
to the fouih-weft of the river of Mos- 
ka, an epifcopal fee in the fouthern 
parts of Rnfiia, to the eaflward of 
Moliorjo, This city 1 drew on the 
north-fide, without any fight of the 
V river. 
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1703. river, and you have the profpea of 
\^ro it ia N». This city, which has 
already been mentioned in my jour¬ 
ney to Ffronh^ is iSo werfls from 
Mejem by water, becaufe of the great 
fweeps of (he river, upon which it has 
a bridge, or a rati rather, fuch as 
we juft now defcrvbed i and here 
we ftald feven hours to give our 
people time to get ready ihelr can- 
vafs and gecr for failing. Towards 
the evening we came to the river of 
ft* Occa. Occa, which comes from the foutb, 
where the Mosk^ falls into it r It Is 
Very broad as well as the J^oskd^ 
which till then had feemed but fmall 
to os, and its fource is not far from 
the Civflt 7art/ity. It croffes the 
fouthern parts of and flows 

away to the caftward of the city of 
through the dutchy of that 
name, and falls into the fVitlga at 
Nifi‘N<rcog<i>riid. This pare of the 
country is very plcafanc, and on the 
right hand is the town of Ksekietia 
Ser^b6j\ where there are two great 
buildings, in one of which the Go¬ 
vernor Tcfidcs, and on the left a vil¬ 
lage, with another large edifice, 10 
werfts from Ksthmnit. The courfc of 
the river being more dlredl than hi¬ 
therto, ive advanced at a greater 
rate, and did not come to in the 
night. Upon the twftftyJixth in the 
morning, we pafled by the village of 
on the left hand, and here 
there is a fine church upon the river, 
30 werfts from Kifkienn j and here 
to the right and the left you fee a 
wood of fmall trees, and the river is 
every where of the fame breadth. 
That day allb we pafled by feveral 
villages, and then met with lands 
higher, yet very agreeable, but there 
the river begins to wind again. Steer¬ 
ing our way eail-north-eaft, the land 
and the trees appeared to us of a 
charming verdure, and at the laft 
turn of the mountain I took the view 
you have in 19. Being beyond 
ihcfc mountains which we had on¬ 
ly to the right of us, we found the 
river much draitned, and about even 
we had, to the right and left of us, 
hills covered with fmall trees. Upon 
the twenty /event h In the morning wc 
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faw a lofty mountain to the right, 1703. 
and fcveral villages to the left, wirh'-^'^ 
cows and fheep feeding about the 
country: In the mean time we had 
every day fifhermen, who came to us 
in (mail boats [canoes] hollowed out 
of the trunk of a tree, and lold us 
more pike and perch for three or 
four pence than feven or eight pcrfons 
could eat. Advancing ftill eaftward, 
we, on the left hand of us, met with 
an illand of fome length full of trees, 
and afterwards with fcveral villages 
at the foot of mountains, and the fine 
monadery of built of floncT'*' 

and very agreeably lituated among 
trees, upon a hill, and on one fide 
a great green plain full of cattle, 
quite down to the river. Thismo- 
naftery is north-weft 20 werfts from 
^erefliVWi a profpeft of which youPovitiw. 
have' in No 20. The foil here is 
very fine and full of villages. About 
three we had a low country, and an 
hour afterwards we came in w'iih a 
gulf of the river Prorater^ 15 werfts 
from Perejhm ; and foon afterwards 
we came in with another, as big as a 
river, and ran up a great way into the 
land; and an hour afterwards a third, 
on the right, which fireichcd up the 
land, towards the mountains, and 
fpread out on both fides; for my 
pan I take it to have been a flood ; 
and here the river again begins to 
take its fweeps. About fix we had 
fight of the village of Fabrenevia up¬ 
on an eminence, and the country o- * 
verflowed all beneath, nay over the 
tops of the trees; it had the look 
of a Tea; the foil here appeared to 
be fandy. There wc often met with 
vefleJs coming from Cajhn and other 
places, towed along with a rope, by 
men with great labour and difficul¬ 
ty ; tho^ they have the relief of fail¬ 
ing when the wind can ferve them. 

Here we faw ftore of ducks, fiiipes, 
and other game, and at the evening 
arrived before the monadery of Bo- 
rofske^ built of done, and upon a 
hill not far from the river, and near 
a village, three werfts from Pere- 
where we ftaid all night. Up¬ 
on the twenty eighth^ we pa (Ted by 
this town, in thick cloudy weather, 
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1703. which prevented us from feeing it as 
I could have withed, Ic is upon a 
rifiog ground nor far from the ri¬ 
ver, in latitude of 45 degrees 42 
minutes, and is called Persjlaw Re- 
j'amke^ a name it derives from the 
province of Rtfan^ the capital of 
which it is. We afterwards went 
by feveral villages upon hills, and 
faw overflowed land, which looked 
like our combuflible foil of which 
we make turf, in the paflage be- 
iween Leyden and ihc Hague. Eight 
werfls from Perejkw we Taw a great 
village belonging to Iva- 

nitz^ Erjhfskie^ Governor of Afira- 
j, and fonae Ru^iam under cents, 

' diverting thetnlelves along the river 
lidej but farther on we law many 
villages, and alt a flat country to the 
right and left, covered with water 
above the tops of the trees. The 
river is very broad In this place, and 
r in the evening we were fur rounded 

' with trees j but the water had fo 

f covered its banks, it was hard to 

, know them 10 walk upon. The 
weather was very fine, tho' very hot. 

' I wen: on Chore with the boat, which 
did fo every day for wood, to fee if 
1 could meet with no game, and 3-> 
bout the evening a great bark rowed 
by us from Upon the twenty 

^ niutb in the morning, to werfts be* 
yond Rezaut upon the left, we met 
with an opening of many fathoms 
within the land, where the river 
having made its way, formed a great 
lake, navigable for fmall craft; but 
I the weather being thick and hazy 

I we could fee no villages. A league 

from thence we had fight of ano- 
, ther gulf, where the lake, jofl men- 
(toned, terminated in a round form j 
' the meadows hereabout were full of 
horles and tattle, and beyond them 
were high mountains. At nine we 
law more lands under water, but 
coming to a point where the river 
formed a little gulf, we faw dry 
ground again, and a place called 
Kie^rtis, where were only lome poor 
wretched houfes, and fcvcral velTcls. 
Here we hoiled fail for the flrfl time, 
with an eafy gale, and to the right 
' of UP, faw the mo nailery of Tcrigha 
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with a fmall village, and loon after 1703. 
that of Mnfade.^ with a church in- 
differently large, and built of Hone. 

Then we came again to great Inun¬ 
dations, and faw feveral great nees 
with water up to their branches, 
and this is every year the cale till 
when the waters begin to a- 
bate. Upon the thirtktby coming to 
a pretty place too werfls from the 
city of KeJietmJ\ 1 drew the profpecl 
of it as in N®. zi. 

We got under (all a fecond time, 
with the wind at north-eall, but we- 
did not continue to be lb lottg, and 
were obliged to handle our oars again > 
and having palled by fome villages, 
we came up with a country fo 
drowned, that we could lee nothing 
but sky, water, and the tops of trees. 
Tow'ards evening we met with a vef- 
fel belonging to his Czarian Majelly, 
and ladeti with anchors for Ajoph^ 
with another with her of fmaller di- 
menHons; and we faluted each other 
with firing of muskets. When we 
were within 30 werfts o^Kafiemsfi 
made ufe of but eight oars, that the 
crew might take turns to relieve one 
another, half and half, Upon the 
of Ma^t at one in the afternoon, we 
appeared a long lide of KaJiemoJ\ 
feated upon the left hand of the ri¬ 
ver, and upon the top and declivity 
of an hill, Tho' it be con fide rable 
for extent, it has no walls, and all 
the houfes are of wood, as well as 
the four churches. Here is a tower 
to a mofeh, belonging to the Turh 
and Tartars, that live here, where 
I landed with lome Armenianst to 
buy provslions and beer, but could 
get none. We rowed after the bark 
that kept on her way, and had much 
ado to overhaul her, in a full hour, 
palling by feveral villages in our way. 

But our people who went alliore in 
our ablence found afparagus, and got 
a good ftore of it. They were tong 
and flender, but well tailed, and good 
to llewj and taking the largell of 
them, 1 drefled tlicm after our man¬ 
ner. Having gone by feveral villa¬ 
ges, there came up fo llrong a gale 
againft us, that it was as much as we . 
could do to avoid ftriking on the liar- 

board 
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1703, board (faore. The wind was at fouth- 
'-'v^ eaft, and we did (Irike and (lick a lit- 
(ic once, bur we loon got afloat again 
and upon this occaflon 1 obfervcd of 
thclc barks, that they are not ready at 
Alactma. the helm. At night wc 

came up with a village, fprcading 
down the declivity of the hill to¬ 
wards the river, and there I took a 
profped which you have in N^ 22, 
Upon the fecsnd^ in the morning, we 
arrived at ^laetma^ 60 werAs be¬ 
yond Kafiemofi It is upon the top of 
a hilt, and lies inwards the land, 
fo chat it is not quite to be view¬ 
ed from the river; Is eonfldera- 
bly targe, has eight churches, and 
has fomc houfes on the fldes of the 
river j and is furfounded with fcve- 
ral villages, and has pleafant woods 
on each fide. We afterwards faw 
feveral villages,and a great mead full 
of cattle, and beyond that another 
gulf of die river, which feetned to 
wind among the meadows and their 
trees lo a village at the foot of a 
mountain. The river is here very 
broad, and ilie banks on each hand 
arc full of trees, and here we faw a 
prodigious flock of geefe in the air. 
litorunu. Upon the third we pafl’ed by Mam-’ 
ma^ a town upon the declivity of a 
hill, tolerably large, with feven ftaie- 
ly ftone churches, and feveral others 
of wood; and here they fay is the 
bcA bread in all It is inha¬ 

bited both by Ru^rnns and 
and here begin ibe 1‘artsri of jV/ur- 
dita. As we went on we faw again 
feveral villages and lands under wa¬ 
ter ; the river is here very broad, and 
one of ihcfc villages was at the foot 
of a mountain, which runs away 
fome leagues farther. The foil is 
landy and fo full of Aoncs, that it 
is diAicult CO land: Here we faw a 
Btggort, man continually making figns of the 
crofs and every now and then bow¬ 
ing down to the ground > which our 
Ruffians obfcrving, went In the boat 
10 him, with vrbat every one had 
been pleated to give him, and among 
Other things fonie loaves; for he was 
a poor beggar, and a little after we 
in the fame manner law three wo¬ 
men with their children, on whom 
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aJfo we beAowed our alms. Thcfc 1703, 
poor people live in the mountains,' 
and no fooncr fee a veflel approach 
than they come down for charity. 

After this w'e came among fomc lofty 
hills, bare of trees, and yet very 
green. At length, reaching a kabak, 
we landed in hopes of getting fomc 
beer, but it was bad, and we had a 
good deal of trouble to fetch the 
bark; then a brisk gale fprung up 
again A us, which forced us to lie Aill 
for fome hours. After this wccrol- 
fed (he mouths of two rivers, the 
Molfua Raka to Aarboard, and eight 
werAs further on the larboard fide 
the Clefmat which comes from Vq- 
lodtmer. Upon the fmrth we came 
into themldA of a lofty country, and 
got down to the village of Ishuktx^ 

4.0 werAs from Nijln, Here we 
met a bark with ten oars, which 
made good way againA the Arcam 
of (he river, whofe banks ivcre ve¬ 
ry level on each fide, and covered 
with trees, with hills at a diAance. 

About thrge we drew near to the 
monaAery of Dudinat moA pleafantly 
Atuated amidA trees, upon the de¬ 
clivity oi a hill, on whofe top is a 
village, of which you can only fee 
the jpires of the Aeeplcs, At night 
it came on to blow fo Arong, and 
fuch a fea was raifed, that we were 
glad to take Aieltcr on the larboard 
Aiore of the river. Upon the ffftb 
the wind fell, and we got underway 
again before it was day, and having 
gone by feveral villages, we came at 
length to the Aiipyards, which lie 
along the river, and reach to the 
fuburhs of where there is a fine 
and great monaAery furrounded with 
a wall i a Aone church in the bot¬ 
tom, befet with wooden houfes down 
to the river j another Aone church, 
indiflerently large, and well built a- 
gainfe the hill, on the top of which 
is a village. The Ruffians common¬ 
ly call this city Nijm or Numa^ o- 
thers NiJi'N<iv^or(!df or the little 
Novogorod, and fomc Nifen Nkugar- 
ten. It is the capital of the Imall 
Dutchy of the name, and has a ci¬ 
tadel upon a rock, or the conflux of 
the Occa and the Volga. This city*^ 
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1703. is begirt with a fine ftone wall, and 
t-''V^yoa go til rough a great bazar or 
market before 70U get to the gate 
called I'tisamJ'skte^ which is towards 
the fiver. This gate is built of huge 
blocks of Hone, and is very deep; 
from hence you afeend by a great 
ftrcct full of wooden bridges, till 
you come to the gate called Dia- 
whtrefikiey near which is the great 
church, built of fione, and with five 
domes varnilhed over with green, 
and adorned with fine crofies. On 
one fide of this church is the archie- 
plfcopal palace well built of ftone; 
and within its inclofure a pretty lit¬ 
tle church with a fteeple, and two 
other churches, the one of Hone, the 
other of wood. The prikaes or 
chancery is alfo near this gate, and 
of wood, as is alfo the Governor's 
houle. However, there is no great 
fight to be feen in this city, whole 
circumference is not very great, and 
all its houfes of wood; nor has it 
more than two gates. The country 
about it is plea^nc to the eye, full 
of trees, and well fiored with houfes. 

Its walls are flanked with towers 
both round and fquare, and among 
them is one more confiderable than 
the reft, and to be feen at a great dif- 
tance. In the gate on the land-fide, 
in the pafiage to the guard room, 
were four pieces of cannon. But 
the fuburbs of this city arc very 
large, efpecially ne.ict the river, where 
are feveral churches of Hone, and 
where the hill, divided into feveral 
parts, on which there are churches 
and houfes, has a very fine effca; 

of tho circuit 
of it, becaufe of the heights and the 
depths^ which intercept the fight. 
The river here is always crowded 
with a great number of embarka¬ 
tions going and coming from all 
parts. Upon the fide of it is a great 
village belonging to Mr. Gregory Df~ 
fflf/ri where there is a fine 

llone church, and a great houfe of 
the fame where this merchant ibnie- 
times tefides. About eight there went 
away 48 great barks with ten oars 
each, and 4^ hands to load wood; 
and all ihcfe belonged to this Gen- 
Voi,, I. 
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tleman, who is reckoned to be the 
rioheft merchant in all Rujta ; and* 
(oleach of thofe who went to fetch 
his wood he gave three rix-dollars. 
At night they began to ring the belts 
for the feaft of the Afeenfion which 
was to be kept the next day. Here 
we took in a ftore of provifions, and 
particularly brandy, which is at this 
place both good and cheap, for j'oti 
have eight bottles of it for 40 pence; 
nor did ilie Armeniam forget to take 
as much of it as they thought 
they fhould want. Nor are eatables 
lefe plentiful! You may here buy a 
lamb or an ordinary flicep for thir¬ 
teen or fourteen pence; two fmall 
ducks for a penny; a good pullet for 
three-pence; twenty eggs for a pen¬ 
ny ; two white loaves, teafonably big, 
for a penny; a brown loaf of feven 
or eight pound for the fame price, 
and^ the^ beer is both good and cheap. 
This city is romputed to be 800 
werfts from Afe/tTsw, which make 
aboiitf ifioGrmjfl leagues, tho' the 
diftance is not above joo of the feme 
leagues by land; and Hands upon the 
Occa^ which we entered at 
na^ as we have faid; and here this 
river falls into the Wotga, formerly 
called the Rba ; and thefe two rivers 
thus united, are about 4000 foot 
broad, if we may rely upon thofe 
who have meafured them in winter 
upon thi ice. This place is at pre- 
fent inhabited by none hutRu^ami 
here are no Tartars ; it is very popu¬ 
lous, and in the latitude of 56 degrees 
28 minutes. I Ihould have been gJad 
to have feen it in front, and have 
taken a view of ic from the river, 
but they would not fuffer me to do 
it, no not for money, becaufe of the 
holiday; for upon holidays, the Ruf- 
fiam do nothing in the world hut 
get drunk; and in this pickle did I 
fee many of them wallowing in the 
fireets. It is odd enough to fee how 
the poor keep all day long before 
the kabafcs, or houfes where they fell 
brandy; 1 ftaid (bme hours in that 
where we bought ours, to fee the 
pranks and mummery of thefe drun¬ 
kards, when the liquor firft begins 
to operate; but they muft Hand in 
X the 
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ITO3. Ac ftreec, they muft not prefume to 
go into the houfe. At the door there 
9i>t Rut ^ ^ where they depofite their 
money, and then they give them the 
quantity of brandy they want, which 
is taken out of a great kettle, with 
a wooden ladle, and poured into a 
cup ot the fame material, the fmal- 
lefl meafure of aU coiling an half^ 
penny. And thus are they ferved 
by a particular perfon who all the 
day long does nothing elfe, attended 
by another, who receives the mo¬ 
ney ; nor is this publick praflice oi 
dr unkennels common to the men 
only, it is the very lame with the 
women. In (hort, 1 law this feene 
over again at a kalwk for beer, where 
they are allowed to go in to drink. 
Upon the futth we embarked to get 
our people on board, and palTed the 
night upon the river early the next 
day we proceeded on our voyage, and 
as we paffed by the city and the fub- 
urbs, I like the view oi It fowell, that 
you will find h drawn by me in 
Advancing forward we faw two vil¬ 
lages on the larboard of us, orie of 
which was very great and called 
rf<2,aDd on the (iatboard the monafiery 
of a great budding all of 

ftonc, the roofs excepted, with fe- 
veral houfes to the right and left, 
a werfl from the city. We alfo faw 
a linall church called Jaffoofm up¬ 
on a hlil, and fome hundreds of per- 
fons going to it from all parts to ce¬ 
lebrate the fefliva], and fpreading 
their tents to divert ihemfelves un¬ 
der. We continued at three vpcrfts 
from the city uU the feventb at fe- 
ven in the morning, and about noon 
wc came up with an illand, a- 
bouc two werfis in length, and co¬ 
vered vsith trees. We then went 
by fevcral hills, and another ifland 
without trees; and left the river of 
Ktrfmm^ and the monancry of Ma- 
caria to the larboard of us. ^his 
monajftery is a great building of 
ilone, and looks like a cafile or fort, 
being furrounded with a fine fquarc 
Hone wall, with a tower at each 
comer of it; 1 fhoutd have been 
glad to have taken a view of it, but 
the day was too far fpent. On one 
fide there was a village, and a chan 
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or caravanferai built of wood, where 1^03. 
the merchants keep their got^s \ and 
is a place where there is a great fair 
every year, in the month ol 
whither moil of the traders iti Rtijjia 
refort, tho* it lails but a fortnight. 

Our Rt^am going thither to buy 
fiih, were told, that not above a 
fortnight before a certain Governor 
coming from A%lfffto,had been there 
attacked by three barks, manned 
with each 18 RjuJJian pirates ^ that 
the Governor’s was fo well provided 
with arms, and defended iifelf lb w'ell 
as to kill three of the pirates, and ob¬ 
lige the reft to berake themfelves to 
flighty chat this accident had driven 
the Governor back again to 
but that he had left one of his peo¬ 
ple in the village to bedreiled of his 
wounds he had receiv'd in iheikirmiih. 

This made us reiblvetokeepupoti 
our guard, and we prepared our arms 
to defend U 5 mcaieofneed,being proviJ 
ded with about 40mufket$ and piftols, 
and all the night wc had a RuJJian and 
jirmenian paftenger upon the watch. 

Upon the at break of day 

we arrived at Bermmo^ 100 werfts 
from the taft town we had paiTcd ; 
and here we had the Chore on each 
fide full of trees, and the river of 
fmatl iilands, and about eighr we 
got to the town of Goe&ina, which 
belongs to Count Celawin. This 
place ftretches a good way along 
the river, and is faid to contain yooo 
houfes I and here the country peo¬ 
ple brought us bread to fell. As 
we held on our courfc we faw le- 
verd floating iftands upon the river, 
which is here very broad| and about 
tm we crofted the mouth of the 
Ssera^ which comes from the fouth, 
where begins the high mountains, 
at the foot of which is a great vil¬ 
lage called and at top the 

to^oWaJjkligw^d^ which is not rowaiEdi- 
be feen from the river. They told sotwi* 
me it was fmall, had no wall, and all 
wooden houfes 120 werfts from N't- 
yEuj and thde parts are full of Carr- 
Tartars who reach quite to 
Cafan. About four we arrived at 
the town of Kufmadmiamkt, 40KHfitiajf. 
werfts from the laft. It is toler 
bly large, and ftretches along iLc 

river. 
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1703. river, and partly up the hill, but has 
no wall. The wind being ibuther^ 
ly we got up our fail, and as wc 
went on, we oblerved the two Hiores 
to be full of linden trees, and leve> 
ral idands, but faw no hills. In the 
Sabakzar, night we paHcd by Suhakzary which 
is 40 werHs from the former} upon 
an eminence alfo, and 1 thought it 
looked very pretty; and 30 werfts 
Kokfliaga.from tliencc we faw the town of Ksk~ 
Jhaga on the larboard of us. Up¬ 
on the mnib we were at Ibiue high 
hills, and came up with a great bark 
attended by feveral others, bound 
for Cdjan: The weather calm, mold 
and hot. About noon we pa fled be¬ 
fore Bltmdika^ but 80 werfts from 
Cafatiy on the ftarboard fide, and 
thence to Bellcewahka^ where our 
people went for feme refrefhmenis. 
At three we ftccrcd by the town of 
^ Sityatski^ with a fair wind. This 
place b upon an eminence, is pro¬ 
vided with a citadel, and has feve- 
ral churches and monaftcries of done, 
but the houfes and walls are of 
wood i and tlie whole is formed in- 
S^vpge, to an iOand by the S'vsyage^ which 
comes from the fbuth-cad, and here 
falls into the Welga. Over againd 
the town^ on the fide of the IVolga^ 
at the point of a hill, you fee the 
village of Saldaetikt flabode, between 
which and this town this river falls 
into ihckFolgdy as has been laid, and 
as apjKars by N^. 23, where you 
fee an ifiand before the river of 
S-wyageoe S‘toyatskL We coadedthis 
hill or mountain, and deered away 
fouth half cad, and ac fix had light 
Cafiii. of the city of Cajan^ on larboard 
* of us, didant four werds. It makes 
a great figure becaufe of the churches 
and tnonaderies it is full of, and its 
citadel Ilirroundcd with an enceinc 
of done. Wc had a little before 
failed by the yards where they build 
the Ihips, fix or leven werds from 
the town, in a reach where the ri¬ 
ver is very broad, and here we law 
40 veflcis of all forts upon the 
docks, and many others more near*- 
ly compleated, on the fide of the 
town. They told us they were to 
build 38®* mod of which were to 


go to Afiracan for rhe lervice and 1703* 
care of the Ca/ptan lea, and the reft 
10 other places. 1 took a view ofOi- 
fm as we went by, in the bed man¬ 
ner I could, and as you may foe in 
No, 26. It is in AJtOt and tu 
fouthern parts of the MufaroittTar^*^' 
tary upon a river of the lame name, 
which the inhabitants call Cafanske^ 
and falls into the If^e/ga, and is the 
capital of the kingdom lb called, be^ 
tween that of Bu/gar and the Cze- 
remijfiant. This city has a wall of 
wood. Beyond this we met with 
feveral iftands, which Icemed like 
forefts in the river, and upon the hills 
took notice of a kiln, where they 
were at work, and on the left of 
us lands under water. Upon the 
tenths we came to the mouth of the 
river of Kuma^ which falls on the*''^®^ 
larboard fide into the Wolga^ at the^**' 
diftance of 60 werds from Cafan ; 
it is very broad and comes from the 
north-eaft, and falls with llich a tor¬ 
rent into the^c^iT, as alone to hur¬ 
ry on vefiets for Ibme leagues. They 
fay the water of it is brown, which 
I did not perceivci tho' It is certain 
fo Iweet, that it mends the W^olga ve¬ 
ry much for drinking. About noon 
we came to the fmall town of Te-Tctotifie. 
tQetJie or 'Tetui^ upon a lofty hill, 90 
werfts from Cafan ; it is furrounded 
with a wooden wall, and confifts 
of poor wooden houfes, and finall 
churches; You can only fee a pare 
of the walls as you go by. There is 
alfo, upon the river fide, a fmall 
village, where our people went for 
provifion and ice to cool our drink. 

We then went by a great idand cal¬ 
led Starijb, 40 werfts from Teius^ 
and at night by feveral others full of 
trees; and here the river is a good 
league in breadth, and has moun¬ 
tains on (he ftarb(»rd fide of it: As 
the wind was both ftrong and againft 
us, we rode at anchor a part of the 
night. Upon the eleventh 1 went a» 
ftiore with my Armenians and Ibme 
BjiJfians., to buy provifions near the 
town of Slmbserska^ which is on the^lnibier- 
right upon a hill, three werfts from^’ 
the river. They fay it was former¬ 
ly a large city, and dedroyed by the 

great 
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I70V great tbo’. as I ufider- 

U-WJ ftand, there are no remams of u at 
this day, nor had I time to fearch 
for any. Some will have it there 
were other cities and idands 
up, of which there are rums ftiU to be 
feen, but It is a matter to be doubt¬ 
ed : Tho‘ they aflured me, that near 
Zurieti there were iViU fome fooi- 
fteps of an old caftle and its w^alls. 
Upon the whole they affirm, there 
are very confiderable and very an¬ 
cient cities between Cafan and JJira- 
ca^i, and among the reft 
jfWr/ upon the river of Oeffa, tbo’ con- 
Oe®». cerning this 1 have been able to ga¬ 
ther nothing certain. True it b the 
Oejf'a is known between S&ratof and 
Xaritbat on the other fide of the 
Wahiit and that it falls into this river 
and waffies even a part of Siberta. 

It is known alfo that the city of 
Ackiseba was upon this river, but 
there are not the Icaft traces of it 
left now, all the ftones having been 
removed to build and fome 

other places. Being on fhore 1 found 
the purlieus of the village of 5rwi- 
bienka of great extent, partly upon 
the river, and partly upon the hill 
which we were to go up, before we 
got to the Bassar. When we came 
a fire had juft broke out among fome 
houfes upon the hill, and had al¬ 
ready deft toyed five or fix of them, 
and in lefs than half an hour there 
“were above 20 burnt down j for tbc 
wind was fo high that they were in 
flames before they could pull them 
down to ft op it: IVc here found e- 
very thing as cheap as at Niejhai I 
ftiould have been glad to have gone 
quite up to the place itfelf, which 
is i8o werfts from Cufin, but our 
vcllel being under way there was no 
doing it, I was however informed 
it was large, furrounded with a 
wooden wall} that in it were eight 
ft one churches, three or four mo* 
nafteries, and above loooo h^fes 
all inhabited by Bufmns^ the T^r- 
tan keeping in the villages. We 
were almoft two hours before we 
could overiake our bark, nor was it 
without danger we rowed after her, 
the river whirling about violently in 


fome places/and being very deep, 1703- 
has fuch a troublefome fwell that 
a fmall boat can hardly live in it. 

We agab met with feveral places 
covered with trees, and very pkafant 
to look at, and hills alfo that Oiew 
ihemfelvcs through thefe fame trees. 

Thirty werfts from this town we 
came to the village of Shf^iela, and 
feveral others lahabiccd by Ricans ^ 
and foon after to the town ofNoue 
Devitzke Saio^ of great extent, very 
clofe, with many churches and a 
great fteeple. In the night we met 
with a bark rowing and full of J 2 u/^ 

/tans, who a Iked us whence we came, 
whither we were bound, and what 
we were? We anfwcred, we belong¬ 
ed to his Czarian Majcfty, and ad- 
vifed them to come no nearer for 
fear they repented it; w’e appre¬ 
hended them to be rogues. Upon 
the t<welfth in the mornbg we faw 
hills on each hand of us, fome of 
them covered with fir, a fight we 
had not feen till now. The river 
was not a wetft broad in this place, 
tho' to make amends it was very 
deep. It had been fo high this year, 
that it had drowned all the land we 
have fpoken of,ro that there were even 
rivers that could not be diftingulfh- 
ed. The RuJIims are very ignorant 
in thofe things, and could tell me no¬ 
thing of the caufeof it, neither could 
1 get any information on fhore, be- 
caufe our vefTel made no flay here. 

At nine we got to the village Siera 
Barakt 40 werfts on this fide 5*2- 
mara\ here c|jr people went afhore 
for provifion, and the river widened, 
and we faw an ifland under water, 
and on the left of us a high round 
hill with hardly any trees, called 
Sarhi Kiergm. The Ru^am told 
us it was the tomb of a King, or 
Emperor of ^artary^ called Mam-&t»3^m 
mftf who came up the fi^clga wdth'pfTtar 
yo other Tartar Kings to feize upon 
RuJJiai That dying in this place, 
his foldiets whom he had brought 
in great numbers on this expedition, 
filled each his helmet and buckler 
with earth, to raife him a moun¬ 
tain, which is this hill. A fmall 
league from hence you meet with 
4 another 
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i'703* another called Kabia Geraf covered 
with trees, and extending to Sa- 
muraf thofc on the left are fo thick 
that there is DO feeing thro' them, 
the grovifth being chiefly alders and 
willows. Here they find the beft 
FtMtjai- fulphur in the world, a difeovery 
which has not been made above two 
years j and here were then at work 
upon it 40CO perfons, as well 
Jiam as Qt^erani^iam and Mardwa- 
fiani I over whom the Czar has for- 
veyors and foldiers. Thefe hills arc 
on the weft of the river, and at 
two in the afternoon we came to 
Samira. Samara^ on the eaft of the fame, 
and upon the acclivity and top of 
a hill, not very high, and bare of 
trees, and ending with the town it' 
felf upon the river fide, as you fee 
in N'>. 27. and not as others have 
written two werfls from the river. 
At the end of this town you have 
the river Savtar, whofe name k bears, 
and they fay it falls into the Wdga 
five or fix werfts from thence. This 
rown is indifFerently large, all of 
wood, with poor wretched houfes. 
In Iw walls are of wood allb, and flan- 
tiim. ked with towers, of which there is 
a very great one on the land fide. 
The city covers altnoft the whole 
hill, and the fuburbs ftretch along 
the fide of the river. They com¬ 
pute it to be 350 werfts from Ca- 
Jdn, and as you go by it, you fee 
a gate, and feveral fmali churches 
with iome monafteries. Twenty Jhe 
werfts from hence, we, on the /lar¬ 
board fide, faw a river called Aikula 
fall into the Wdga^ and into this does 
the Samar difebarge itfelf. Here 
we loft fight of the hills and moun¬ 
tains, the river was very broad, and 
fhortly after we had fight of them 
again very near us upon the right 
hand. We met with levcral vefleJs 
that day, and faw ducks of an ex¬ 
traordinary fize, brown and white, 
Wiffieie. and thwarted the river Wajfiek on 
the larboard of us; it is but fmall, 
and near it, in the Welga^ a narrow 
flip of an ifland covered with trees, 
and under water, which we thought 
very ft range. Then we met with 
another vcflcl from Ajlracan^ whole 
VOL. 1 - 


maftcr told us he had fourteen others 1703. 
coming after him, all bound for the 
fair of Makaria^ we have mention¬ 


ed clfew'here; part of them went by 
us in the night. Upon the tbtrteenthf 
on the left of us we faw Knskur, 

120 werfts ^toisx Samara \ k is finall,^’'*"'^- 
with a wooden encient flanked, with 
towers of the fame, and has alfo 


feme churches the fame. Its fuburb 
or village is on one fide, as may be 
obferved N^, z8. About a league 
farther there is another town, cal- ^ 
led Sieferan^ mdiftercntly large, and®''^°**- 
with feveral ftone churches. Tlic 
mountains here are dry and bare; bur 
they are much better a little farther 
on. The Calmuc Tartan fcour thefeg ^™^ 
parts, and carry off man and bcaft, 
and whatever elfe comes in their 
way. A little ftill farther on, the 
river winds very much, among great 
illands full of trees, and the coun¬ 
try was fo overflowed, that it was 
difficult to diftinguifh the bed of 
ff^olga. We then law the hills again 
upon our right, but parched up with 
the great drought and heat of the 
fun, whereas at other times they arc 
covered with verdure j and indeed 
the country people earneftly Idnged 
for rain, being at a lofs for wberc- 
wiihal to keep their cattle. Wc 
then went on to Sela at the foot of 
the mountains, 60 werfts from Kaf^ 
kur^ and thcie we met with three 
great Stroeksy one of which belong¬ 
ed to his Czarian Majefty 5 they were 
full of Cojjiac women, whom they 
were tranfporting toC^o, and whole 
hulbands had been hung up the 
year before for their robberies, con¬ 
cerning which wc fhall have occa- 
fion to fpeak hereafter. From hence 
we crofted the entrance of the river 


fVdJ^ekf oppofue to which you have 
the Nofue DerevenCy or the New ViU 
iage belonging to Count Cdffwtn, 
We rode part of the night at an¬ 
chor, to eafe our people, who had 
been fati^ed with a fpell of 60 
werfts. Upon the fourteenth wc had 
the wind aft, and went down the 
river at a great rate, A veftel laden 
with crockery, and bound for AJira- 
cant paffed by us i and about eU~ 
Y ven 
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1703. '■Jen we got to Wofkrejimka, 65 miles 
from Saratoff where the hills were 
very ftcep, covered with a grey fand, 
and full of Hones. Here we met 
with hftiermcn, who gave our peo¬ 
ple a great deal of fiflb for a Fmlc 
brandy, which they are not allowed 
to fell: This part abounds with oaks. 
Soon after this we were taken with 
a violent Harm of wind, thunder, 
and rain, which made the river as 
rough and boifterous as a fca, and 
obliged us to come to anchor under 
the larboard fliote, where our vef- 
fel Hruck fo hard agalnfl: fomc 
trunks of trees, that we \verc in im¬ 
minent danger, and had like to have 
loft our boats j for thefe barks have 
but a fmall anchor, which they dare 
not let go in the open channel, 
when the wind is high, bccaufe it 
would not be fufBcicnt to keep them 
from driving; but the ftorm did not 
laft long. At night we went on 
ftiorc, 20 werfts from Saratof^ where 
we lighted up a good fire, and met 
with oaks, wild roles, and other 
flowers i and having recovered our- 
felves, we returned to our veflel: 
But we had no fooncr got on board, 

AjaJJn than one of our Armenian merchants 
autfi, which made us dcfpair of 

his lifcj and in it he continued for 
two or three hours, when he began 
to move a HiiJe, hut without any 
power to fpeak. In the midft of this 
we came to Sarat<^, and brought 
him upon deck, where we law clot¬ 
ted blood come out of his mouth, 
which made us fancy he had an 
impofthumc in his throat, and that 
he would hardly recover. In the 
mean time we fent to the town for 
a Phyfician or Surgeon, but none 
being to be found, and perceiving I 
could be of ,no ufe to the fick man, 
I went to fee the town, which is in 
Samaturn fouth-caft of Rtt^ay and on the 
of tht ff^o/ga, againft, and 
in part upon a hill, its fubur bs ft retch¬ 
ing along the river. I found it had 
no walls in the higheft parts, but 
wooden towers at fomediftance from 
each other. It has a gate a quarter 
of a league from the river, and ano¬ 
ther on the left hand, fef^ratc from 
t a 
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the town, and a third on the fide lyoj. 
of Mofem) hy land, with fome 
Ufadcs between them. When you 
come to the fide on the right hand 
of the river, you have a defcenc with 
gardens; and beyond this laft gate 
you fee an open country and a bea¬ 
ten road, frequented by tbofc who 
travel from j^racau to Mejc&isi by 
land; and here are fcvcral wooden 
churches, befides which there is no¬ 
thing remarkable; except that the 
inhabitants are not only all RuJianSy 
but almoft all foldiers, under the 
command of a Governor. Eight 
years ago ihis town was reduced to 
afhes by a fire, but is now all re- 
builr. In rhefe pans the 
commit continual ravages, extend-rt^ffi. 
ing quite home to the Cajptan and 
the rivet of Jntlat. They reckon it 
is 3j|0 werfts from Sntnarat and in 
the latitude of 52 degrees 12 mi¬ 
nutes. There we faw fevcral vef- 
fcls full of foldicrs, defigned for 
Afopb and clfcwhere, and wc depar¬ 
ted before noon. From the river 
you fee nothing but the towers and 
the tops of the churches, ^caufc 
the fuburbs U between the city and 
the river. 

When wc came back to our vef- 
fcl, we found the fick man in the 
condition ^ve had left him, and he 
died about fhree^ which furprifed us Dmi «/ 
the more, as we had before fccn^f Atme- 
him alhore brilk and fecmingly in"'*"’ 
good health. His companions ^ie~Qrirf ff 
prefled great Ibrrow for him, and^"«<f»'0* 
covered him over with a cotton"^*' 
cloth, which they tied about his 
legs, putting a book upon his head, 
a crofs upon his breaft, and incenfe 
at his head. Then two of them 
began to read out of a book for 
hours together, and in the mean time*'**'''’ 
they prepared him a fticet, a Ihirt 
and drawers of new cloth: This 
done, his fervants went on tliore to 
look for a proper place ro bury 
him, but before they carried him thi¬ 
ther, they read and fung a fecond time 
befide him: When he was on Ihore 
they ftripped him, walhed his head, 
and then his whole body, which they 
placed upon a plank, and put him on 
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1703, his new drawers and (hirt, a crofs 
about his neck, which fel! upon his 
brcall, a chaplet of beads in his right 
hand, and a taper in his left. Tliey 
then put plaifters or linens upon his 
eyes, mouth and ears, and croHH 
his arms j and this done, they wrap¬ 
ped him up in a Ihcct, and put him 
upon a bier covered with a carpet. 
Thus they carried him in procef- 
lion to the top of the hill, where 
they had dug a grave for him, and 
then began again to fing and to rcad> 
and the Armenians killing his fore¬ 
head one after another, they com¬ 
mitted him to the earth, and threw 
each a handful of land upon him, 
with ligns of the crofs and other 
ceremonies. At laft they filled up 
the grave with earth and ftones, and 
placed a great wooden crofs at his 
head, and three fmall ones acrofs 
one upon another, and threw great 
Hones upon the grave, and Hrewed 
gunpowder about it; not forgetting a 
taper at the head. Thefe ceremonies 
over, they each of them in order kifilH 
the higheli Hone, and burned the in- 
cenfe upon it, and fetting fire to the 
gunpowder, they prefented every one 
prefent with a fmall glafs of bran¬ 
dy. Every one belonging to our 
vefifel attended this funeral, nor could 
feveral forbear to mix their tears 
with ihofe of the Armenians^ lb 
mournful was the office, and cfpe- 
cially fora man we had fo very late¬ 
ly feen in perfedl health. His name 
was PeUr Arcbang€t^ and lie lived 
at where his wife and chil¬ 

dren longed to fee him with the ut- 
tnoH impatience. 

This hill, which is divided from 
the reft, was furroiinded with oaks, 
willows, alders, and here and there 
had rofe trees in the bud ; and if the 
ground had been a liutc moifter, \ve 
Ihould certainly have met with flow¬ 
ers and herbs 5 tho* we could not go 
down to the village for the waters that 
were out; This mountain is called 
m^mt/Gcrq/^isfskie, and is a 6 werHs from 
^ o ro optH ^ After this we had feveral 
of the moft plcafant profpefts in the 
world. Upon the Jxt^enfb we had 
fight again of Heep mountains crum¬ 


bled away in feveral places, very fan- 1703* 
dy, and full of Iwallows nefts, and faw 
there birds coniinually flying in and 
out. The river is here allb full of 
iflands, and at a diHance we de> 
feried the Goiden mountain, winch 
they call and fomc oiliera 

more covered with verdure and 
trees; and between tw'o the fmall 
river of DoezmJSa^ which runs to- 
wards the north-wcH, 25 werfts fromUMstinktf^ 
Saroigamh- Then we met with a 
wood between us and the hills, part¬ 
ly in the water, and where two barks 
had been caH away when the river was 
at the higheft, and were Hill entire. 

We here alfo faw fome fifhermens 
huts, and totvards night we pafled 
by Sareegamts^ a town they had becnsarocgw 
building for four years,and was now“‘“* 

{ )rctty far advanced, indifferently 
arge, and furrounded with a mud 
wall, which they were hard at tvork 
upon; and near 400 families were 
already come to fettle here from 
Mofemv, The hill it is built upon 
i$ lofty towards the river, Heep, and 
very rocky. On the left hand, be¬ 
neath the town, you have the river 
of Kamufehink^y which goes away 
wefterly, and they fay it fprings 
from the canal of ikbaf which falls 
into the Z)o«, which dllcmbogues 
itfelf into the Like Mceotis^ and di¬ 
vides Europe from Afiu. They fay 
the Co^uci upon the banks of tlic 
Don were ufed to come upon the 
JVo/ga in boats, and commit great 
depredations in ihofe pans, though 
men of warlike profefllon were fre¬ 
quently fent to reprefs their infb- 
Icitce; but as all was in vain, this 
town was built as a bridle upon 
them. They were alfo at work up¬ 
on a fort, with a mud wall on the 
other Hi ore of the Kamujhbirtka ^ but 
this building went on heavily, the 
workmen not being able to Hand 
the badnefs of the air: And had It 
not been for this, the CVar would 
have dug a canal from hence into the 
Biack Sea, 1 went to Ice this work, 
and they told me the firH defign 
was to have built this town, where 
the firH was begun ; but that It 
had been given over, on account of 

the 
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170J* the badnels of the ajr. It was re- 
folvcd alfo to make a dyke from one 
mountain to the otbetj to intercept 
the courfe of the Kamu/cbtnka, and 
prevent U from falling into the^fi/- 
gai but this a Kb they were obliged 
[o give over.becaufe the gates of the 
Jlulces could not bear up agaii^ the 
weight and violence of the waters, 
which from time to time come 
down from the mountains j befides 
that the foil beneath the ftream was 
fo ftony, and even fo much upon 
the folid rock, chat there was no 
driving Into it. All this conft rained 
the projector to delift from his un¬ 
dertaking, to avoid the vexation of 
mind he muft have fufiered by a 
difappolntment. 

We had got fo far, very little by 
the help of our Jails, but by the ra¬ 
pidity of the current, and the ufe of 
our oars, going on at the rate of 110 
werfts a day, or 24 hours. Upon 
the feveniemth in the morning we 
thwarted the river of BmochCf 
90 werfts from the laft town we 
went by, and there met with a ftout 
bark belonging to the Czar, and 
coming from Ajiracan. In this place 
I drew a profpea, which you have 
in N®, 30. 

About eleven we had a violent 
fquall from the hills, and were for¬ 
ced to double man our oars, and 
with all their pulling, it was as 
much as they could do to keep clear 
of the larboard £hore_: And at laft 
we were obliged to naake faft to 
Ibmc trees in the water, at the foot 
of the mountains, but fair weather 
conaing on again, we went our way, 
and came to an tOand on the left 
of us, called Alinda^Letka. The 
Alinda- mountain runs out fo in a point to- 
Loclu, jijjj ifland, that the paflage 

between them is very narrow; this 
place is 60 werfts from Zarkfa, 
A flurry blew us afhore foon af¬ 
terwards, but we were not long 
before we were on float again i but 
the wind continuing, and even ga¬ 
thering ftrengthj and the rain falling 
apace, we thought It heft to fhelter 
ourfclvea under the lee of the hills, 
and make faft a fecond time to the 
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trees, Wc then went aftiore in our 1703: 
boat, which had been imprafticablc 
with the bark, and made up a fire 
to cook fome vitiuals j while the 
reft were at this, 1 went up the hill 
to look for flowers and plants, but 
every thing was burnt up and wi¬ 
thered, and befides the wind was fo 
high, it was difHcuk to ft and againft 
it, and I went back again as faft as 
1 could, but in my return, I found 
upon the withered plants and herbs, 
a fort of butterflies, blue on the out- 
fide, and of a grey fpcckled within, 
fome of which 1 brought away with 
me for the eaury of their colours 
variety. 

The weather continued as it was, 
and with a nipping cold till eight at 
night, when the wind began to grow 
duller and ftiifted in our favour. 
Whereupon we immediately got up 
our canvafs, and at two In the morn¬ 
ing we arrived at Zarufa^ where weSjr 
ftaid till the day broke, being the^ 
eighteenth^ and at fun-rife we depar¬ 
ted, This town is upon a low kind 
of a hill; is fmall in compafs, and 
Jeemed to be fquare, with a wall 
flanked with towers. Its fuburbs 
ftretches along the Jhorc, and g<xs 
partly about the town, and its chief 
church is of ftonc, but not then fi- 
nifhed, the reft arc of wood only, 
and fcarce at all to be feen; I took 
a view of it however as we pafled 
by as you may fee in N°. 31, It is 
in the latitude of 48 degrees 23 mi¬ 
nutes. From hence to AJlramn the 
woods abound with liquorice, with 
a ftalk three or four foot high, and 
the ifie of Serpimke^ which is twelve o/Zer-, 
werfts in length is not far from hence, 

Behind this ifland there is a canal 
of communication between the Don 
and rhe WoigSj which it feeras Is 
nor navigable, and which, as well 
as the ifland, the Ruffmm call Ser- 
pimke. We then began to lofe fight 
of the mountains, and by ten we 
were 60 werfts from Zarkfa^ having 
palled by feveral lllands in our way. 

Mean time the hills ft retched away 
farther and farther from us up the 
country to Tzenogart from whence 
we were as yet 40 werfts, the river 
a being 
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1703. being here three or four werfts tn 
C-'V^ brcatiih. After this we had the wind 
right aft, but ih brifk that we had 
much ado to kc^ our vcflcl from 
yawing to one fide or the other, fo 
as to run aground} and one of our 
boats ftruck with fuch violence a- 
gainft our rudder, that we were 
obliged 10 cut her away, and let her 
fink} a lois which might have been 
fpared, for i had not been out of her 
a minute, on account of a hound 
I had in her, which I removed in¬ 
to the other boat upon obierving 
her 10 make water; nay even fbme 
of our pafiengers lay in her in the 
night, there not being fuffictenc room 
for them in the veCcl hcrfclf. At 
7 if unun fun-fct we arrived at Tzefiegar, 200 
^Twno- from Xaritja, the wind having 

flood fair for us all the day. This 
town is 300 wcffis from jifiracan^ 
and upon a hill on the (larboard 
Ihore. The firfi: thing you fee here 
is a turpi de garde^ of which you 
only fee the top or roof, and on the 
other fide you have another of wood, 
and in form of a Lanthorn. The 
town iifelf is finall, fiirrounded with 
a. wooden wail, and defended with 
towers} but it has nothing remark- 
abte whhin, and mo more than fe- 
veo or eight wretched houfes with¬ 
out. The Rupam wanted to land 
here, as I believe, to difiribuie Ibme 
money they had raifed among them, 
in the bad weather, to the poor; but 
she wind was lb high, and the cur¬ 
rent fo raffid, that we fhot a good 
way beyc^ the town, and were 
forced to come to anchor, hut the 
cable, too weak to beat the e(^rt 
both of the gale and dream, parted, 
and we were adrifr. This I had 
forejeen, and advlfed our people to 
hand their fail, before they had quite 
reached the town, and come to with 
their oars} but as it wasj and the 
fhore being very deep, they were 
obliged to get into the water to hale 
our vefiy on ftiorc \dth hawfers; 

. and then they took the boat and 
went to the town, while we dald 
under the lee of the hills. I went 
alfo to the town, but being fome. 
what belated they would not let us 
VoL. I. 


in, the (bldters and the country pco- 1703^ 
pic fliUEiing the gates upon us; tho’ 
indeed they were (b good as to bring 
us beer, bread, milk and eggs to fell. 

Every body returning to the vcflel, 
fcarch was tn vain all night made for 
the anchor; but the next morning 
they found it. This town is inhabited 
by none but foldiers, who arc kept 
here to wkhdand the ravages of 
the Caimuc 'Tarfart, who Ibme times 
come and carry off cattle, and icour 
the country quite to Samara. Upon 
the nineteen tb the wind was again ft 
us, and we got out our oars, and, 
as we rowed along, we favv fcveral 
deep hills, green at top, and all a- 
bout the fides Tandy ; and here the 
river was a weift broad. We then 
rowed away to a great wear or fiffi- 
cry, 80 wcrfts from cal¬ 

led KaJIarjkiey and which produces 
moft admirable filli; and here allb 
we faw a gulf the iroiga has form¬ 
ed by inc roach men t on the lands. 

Having gone 125 wcrfts we came 
to an anchor in the night; at break 
of day, upon the t'lventietb^ we weigh¬ 
ed and departed; and the wind be¬ 
ing fair for us, we were by noon 
within too wcrfts of There 

we doubled a point where the river 
fweeps round with fuch a torrent, 
that veflels are frequently loft ; and 
here you have 40 fathom of water, 

A little farther we met with a num¬ 
ber ofduckB,and an Ifiand ten werfts 
long, in a reach where the river is 
very wide. At the point of this ifland 
there was a guard of 30 foldiers, in 
three or four cabbins, where all vel- 
(cls muft flop. While we were here, 
we faw two barks from Ajiracan 
on the oppofitc fide, but ihe foldiers 
having fight of them, they got into 
a boat and failed after them. We 
had at anchor with os two large 
veftels bound for Cajatt^ but we Jlaid 
here no longer than an hour, and 
at a diftance law hills which ftrccch 
away to Afiracan. About Jeiyn wc 
were within 2Z werfts of this city, 
and an hour afterwards wc faw a 
ftouc bark on (bore, and partly to 
pieces, tho’ there were people ftill 
on board of her. Sotfn after this 
7 . wc 
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had fighi of the church of Stf- c&n^ zooo werfts, or 400 German tyo^l 
K/y^hor^ a very great one, and about leagues from Mofem^ Cajan ftand-^xV%J 
eleven at night we arrived at Afra- mg in about the mid-way. 



WSJS?; 



CHAR XVI 

Deferipthn oj Aftracan. SHuatim of the gardens^ Abundance 
of fifh. Manner of living amang the Tartars. 


W 7 H E N we landed they fearch- 
VV ^d every thing we had on 
board, except my baggage. I went 
dircffJy to wait on the Governor 
7 imafe Ivaaowitz Ut^fskie^ and pre- 
Icnicd him my two palTports and a 
letter from the Knez Bcrit ^lexe- 
witz. He received me very kindly, 
having perufed my letter, made 
me an offer of his houfe, and every 
tUG*vir- thing 1 might want during my ftay 
in this cUyi but I returned him 
thanks, and told him, 1 was under 
a ncccfliiy to be with my Armenia 
ansy whofe language 1 underffood, 
and with whom 1 was to go on 10 
Ptrjid. He was fatisfied at this, and 
fent for my things, which, unfcarch- 


ed, he ordered to be carried ro the 
Caravapferai of the where 

I lodged with Mr. Jacob 
of whom I have made mention be¬ 
fore. We had fcarce dined when 
eight or ten perfons came to iis from 
the Governor with a preicni of re- 
frelhmcnts^conhding of a fmall calk 
of brandy, a large vellet of copper 
tinned, full of red wine, and two 
others like ir, full of mead and beer^ 
four large loaves, two geele, and fe- 
vcral pullets. Thefe, to whom, as 
my way was, 1 made a fmall pre- 
feni in return, were no fooncr gone, 
ilian ivt'o ibidiers came to do duty 
at my door, and were to be relieved 
every eight days. They allb fent 
me a Ruffian EnGgn who undcr- 
ftood Dtiicb^ to carry me about, and 
^bc my inierprerer. Ac that time the 
Fjrfrf^s (/ Governor received advice of the 
taking of the fortrefa of Neycn, 
which the Czar had carried by af- 
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fault upon the 2d of and where 
he found 80 pieces of cannon, 8 
mortars, and a Swedijh garrUbn of 
3500 men, to whonfi, as the report 
was, he bad given their liberty. 

1 went to walk about the town,* 
which is upon the eafl of the Woi’^ 
gUt in the ancient Scytbia j iho' 
the whole tra< 5 t between the ^AOza- 
the Jaikuy and the Cajpian is called^' 
and the country m general 
the kingdom of A^racan^ from 
the city of Aflracant the capi¬ 
tal of that name, which is in rhe 
AJiatick Tart ary ^ upon the frontiers 
of and upon the principal 

branch of the WeigUt which a Um 
leagues from thence empties it- 
felf into the Cajffiani concerning 
which we fliall be more ample in 
what is to follow. This city is in 
46 degrees 22 minutes of northern 
latitude, in a little tfland called D^- 
goii formed by a fmall river which 
may be Teen from one of the cow¬ 
ers. The beft ground about it is 
eaflward towards and quite to the 
river Jaika, To the weffward of 
it, there is a great heath, which is 
fa id to be 70 leagues, and to extend 
towards the Biack Sea^ and even 
feme leagues foutherly quite to the 
Cajpian, Here you have a very 
Hue I'alt, which is fent all over RuJ- 

>■ 

This town is defended by a good 
Aone wall, a league in circumfe¬ 
rence, and with ten gates, I wentGuM^r 
out by that of St. Nichc/as, or theiAr^o- 
NikixiMe WaratCy and followed the 
river upwards to go round it. From 
thence 1 went 10 the Red Gate or 

KrafnU 
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lygj. Krafnie IVaratey in ihe highcft and 
advanced part of ihc town. 
From ihence (Iriking into the coun¬ 
try, I came lo the gate of the Gr<r- 
jiary or the Gietme IVarate, which 
is (hut up, but there is another 
whtcJi goes into the citadel, where 
they go in and out. This Grana¬ 
ry which is without the enceint of 
the town, is furrounded alib with a 
(lone wall. From hence you go to 
the hUtJagatiJdeWaratey near which 
at fome didance from the city, is 
another gate of wood, which is not 
reckoned into thofe of the lownj 
it is dte gate of the Tartars, who 
live on that dde, and where there is 
always a guard of Rujtans. After¬ 
wards you come to the gate of Re- 
faltlfnie and that of Wijhtfeniht be¬ 
tween which there are two towers 
an the walls, 300 paces from each 
other. From hence you turn down 
towards the river to go to that of 
Epaskity and from thence to that of 
ifadnity without which is the dfh- 
market, the bread-market, the herb- 
market and the like. At fome di- 
(fence from hence you fee another 
tower, and then the gate of Garen- 
siiey and near that without, the 
wood-market, and the place afligned 
for bakers, who are not allowed to 
be within the town. From this gate 
you go CO that of Ka&atskiey paffeg 
by a cower between that and the 
former. Six ofthefe ten gates are 
upon the river, and two belong to 
the citadel, which makes a part of 
the city wall; and it has a third 
called Prie/imiskimky or the clean 
gatCy which goes into the city op- 
polite CO the Bazar j or great dreet 
called BohJaalitZy where you have 
the greated Ihops both of the Ruf- 
and Armenians. As you go 
through this gate to go into the ci¬ 
tadel, you have on the left of you 
yhigrtai the church of Saiocry which they 
iiiird. Jiad begun five years ^forc, at the 
expence of the metropolitan, whole 
name is Sant/bn. This prelate has 
his peculiar rights over the clergy, 
and an olHce or fpiritual court of 
his own i and is alfb the metropo¬ 
litan of Tirky a city under ius Cza- 
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rian MaJeftjr, on ihia fide ihc Ct^ *7®3* 
piafiy upon the mountains of Or- 
cajiay about 700 werfe from Afira- 
can. As they were lad year at work 
upon the dome of this church, a 
part of it fell down, thro' fault of 
the foundation, which was too weak, 
and they arc now about building 
five final I deeples with domes, up¬ 
on which they are to have erodes. 

This church is fquare, and about 200 
paces in circumference, the front Is 
6 j broad, and the Tides 47 long, 
and the back part of it is partly up¬ 
on (he wall of the metropolitan pa¬ 
lace, the chief edifice of the town, 
of great extent, and all of done. 

Not fat from thence, and in the fine 
part of the fpace within the cita¬ 
del is the Governor's palace, a large 
wooden building, furrounded with a 
wall of its own, which is of wood 
alfo, with two gates, the one be¬ 
fore, the other behind, and the chap- 
pel of the court is without the in- 
clofiire of this palace. Between the 
front gate, where there is alu^ys a 
guard, and the Governor's palace, 
there is a fine yard, and the cnceinc 
of this court is called Iwan Bogaf- 
kof. In this palace arc many apart¬ 
ments, well lighted, and very plea- 
fant, but efpeciaUy a great and ve¬ 
ry lofty falon wich charming prof- 
pedls on every fide. There is al¬ 
ways a guard at the gate of the ci¬ 
tadel, which is well mounted with 
artillery. As you go into Jt on the 
right hand you have the chancery, 
a done building with many rooms, 
and in the Governor's chamber there 
is a tabic covered with a red cloth 
or carpet. 

The chief church after that ofCA«r^^ 
Sab^ory is that of IfdwUJinjey of brick^''* 
plaidered over. The dome of it 
is gilt as well as the crols, which 
is three fathom in length; that be¬ 
neath is green as well as thofc of 
the deeplc. All the red of tJie 
churches are of wood, as well as 
the monaderics of Tr^ts and Pet- 
temkcy the lad of which is for wo¬ 
men. 

In the morning there is every 
thing to be had at the Tartar 

, zar 
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1703. %aT or marker, where the Ruvims 
anJ Artnttttam allb have liberty 10 
expofc iheir goods to falc i but this 
market is over by the afternoon, 
when the Ra0aas have theirs, tho’ 
to this allb the J!rmemans arc ad¬ 
mitted j as for the huliam they do 
their bulmcfs in their caravanferai. 

Strati. A5 for the city moft of the (freets 
are narrow, and well enough to walk 
in when it is dry weather, but im* 
paflable when it is wet, becaufc the 
foil is very fat and full of fair, the 
reafon why the ground has a whitidi 
caft when it is dry, 

jj 15 governed by the Governor 
and three burgo-mafters, the firft 
of which is prelident of the town- 
houfe; the lecond has the infpe£lioii 
of the kabbacs or houfes where they 
ftll wines, beer, and mead, and the 
third has tbe dircfiion of his Ma- 
jefty's fifliery. 

Beyond the river and without the 
enceints of the city, you fee the 
monartery of Twan^ a fine ftoiic 
building, and two other cloirters, 
and feveral flabodcs or fuburbs, the 
chief of which is that of the fob 
dtery, to the cartward of the city, 
along the river of Koeteemc, which 
falls into the His Majefty’s 

fhips lie along that of BatJoj over 
againft the city. Thofe of Cafaufi 
and Stepttitvfi are for all Ibrts of 
people. The rtabode of the 
tars is divided from tbe reft, arid ab 
mort all built of earth and clay hard- 
ned in the fun; and here they are 
during winter, but in fummer they 
are in the open country, Laft year 
one half of this town was reduced 
CO arties, and many ruins are ftill to 
be feen, but they are hard at work 
in rebuilding ir. 

Having thus in part fatisiied my 
curiofity, I defired the Governor to 
give me leave to draw what 1 fliould 
think fit, and he granted my requeft 
upon the fpot. With this intent I 
went upon the water in a fmall bark 
with oars, but i found the river too 
rapid fo let me do my work, upon 
which the Governor was fo good as 
to let me have a larger ve^l pro¬ 
vided with aa anchor; but it com* 
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Ing on to rain when f would have i703. 
made ufe of her, 1 was obliged to 
defer what I would have done till 
we had fairer weather. I thought 
the town looked very handfome frons 
the fide* where the rtiips arc, and 
took it as you may fee in N«. 32 ; 
where every particular isdiftinguith- 
ed by figures, (1) The monaftery 
of Iwan or St. Jdm. (2) The ff?- 
^/mfemkeoT monaftery of the Alccn- 
fion of our Lord, both without the 
town, {’^)'T\i^Wiffnilf(mkt'}VarGie^ 
or gate of the Afeenfion. (4) The 
church of Smo!emke. (5) The Spath 
mmajUr^ot monaftery of Jefus Chrift 
in fwadiing cloches, (6) The church 
of Arijbefwa. fy) Of the Wiefmjt 
S/rjfe, or church of the Annuncia¬ 
tion, (g) The gate of the Cabftac. 

(to) The Krem! or citadel whofe 
wall begins in the town, (i i) The 
Klochmft or the ftecple. (12) The 
or the clock tower, (13) 

The Sa!mr or the great church. 

(14} The monaftery of 
(15) The gate of St. McisAif. (16) 

The Governors palace, (17) Jwati 
or church fo called, in 
honour of a certain Saint. (18) The 
Woihi^me or church of Ch rift 

reprefented in fwadiing cloches. (19) 

The Red GaU the fartheft advanced 
towards the^ river on tbe fide of the 
Cajpirtn. (20) The Wtdga on the 
other fide of which are the ftilps 
over againft the cicy. There were 
two of them aground, and all rot¬ 
ten, by the miftondudk of a certain 
Hambitrghrr called Mejtr^ a captain 
of a Ihip, And a little higher there 
were fifteen other fliips that were 
come that year from (.'njkn. There 
is a great number of gibbets in thisa'^/A 
part, and on the ocher fide of the 
town, to each of which bung half 
a dozen naked CefacSf whole cloths 
bad been fold at market by the Ruf- 
ftam^ who had ftripped them. Thefe 
car cartes had been ib broiled by the 
heat of the fun, that they were as 
black as a coal, and frightml to look 
at; but thofe that had been hung up 
nearer to the city had been carried 
off by their friends, Thefe who 
had l^en joined by Ibme rebels and 
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1703. dcfcrtcrs from Afiracan, bad ported 
wnrv^thcmfelvcs ar a place called Gar~ 
upon a river of ihc fame namCj 
with ihree pieces of cannon and 
iwo enfigns i here they were befieg- 
cd and in a fortnight’s time obliged 
to furrendcr at di fere lion, after a 
ftout defence*, this happened upon 
the loih of ^gufi laft year. Moft 
of them were hanged upon the fron¬ 
tiers of Rii§aj where they had been 
moll guilty of their robberies, and 
fomc of them foffered the fame 
SiMt death ih AJlracan, befidcs 30 of the 
ring-leaders, who were fent to Msf- 
cmtii where fome were beheaded 
and Ibmc hanged j as for their wives 
and children they were fent to Ca- 
fan. The Prince or Knez Aidrige 
Cban Matuwhzy a CircaJ^an, was 
prefent upon this expedition with 
400 of his ^artarty and Mr. IVignCy 
a Siisedi by nation, was there with 
1000 RtiJianSy whom he command* 
cd in chief j and to thelc were join¬ 
ed 500 Strclfcs. The regiment of 
had four pieces of canon and 
two mortars, and the Strclfcs had 
eight pieces of canon, but ihefe ar¬ 
rived too late. Mr. Wtgne declared 
to me, that during the whole 
courfe of the liege, he had at mid¬ 
night heard the howling of 4 or 
fr^rMTiA-^oo jackal is or wild dogs, in a 
inconceivable manner, and that 
*^1 none of them were either heard 
or fecn after the furrender of the place. 
■ The troops at this time in garri- 
fon at jyiracany were the regiment 
of fVignCy of 1000 men, without 
the officers, the Colonel, two 

Majors, five Captains, ten Lieute¬ 
nants, and ten Enfigns. the Serjeants 
and Corporals being included in the 
number of common men j 600 M»/- 
czsjite Sirelies commanded by fix 
Captains, and twelve Serjeants ; three 
other regiments of Strelfes, natives 
of the country, of 300 men each, 
commanded by a Colonel and three 
Stslnici or Captains i two regiments 
of horfe, each of 500 Ru£ianiy na¬ 
tives of this city: in all about 3500 
men. The regiment of Wigae had 
13 pieces of canon, the rert more or 
Ids in proportion. 

Vot. I. 


Provlfions abound in this country, 1703- 
wheat excepted, which is brought 
from Cafati and other places, but ^ 
cfpecially fiffi, of which the 
eftcemed is the Balcegey of 

which are two fathoms in length. 

The Sirelet is an ell long, and we may Siwfee 
fafely fay it is the heft filh in 
Ru^ta. One of them alive at 
cm will fell for fix or feven rubles, 
but here you may have one for 
two pence or three pence. They 
clean it and boil it, much as we do 
lalmon, and it is certainly the moft 
delicious firti one can eat. They 
are of two forts, the one with a 
longer beak than the other, but in 
general it is not very unlike a rtur- 
geon, as you may fee in N®. 33. 

1 got two of them dried to keep. 

The Severoci^s differ in nothing 
from a fturgeon, which they call 
AJjetrhe i and cavear is made from 
the Behegesy the j^MteSy and the 
Scvro^hiiSy and from hence exported 
to all pans. They have alio a ve¬ 
ry good filh which they call 
which they drefs like the Mf/wr/. 
or the flock-firti; quantiues of pike 
and perch, a fifli like a herring, and 
many other forts. The largeft of 
ihofe that are wonh the Icaft are 
the with great heads. The 

firti-market is twice a day full, 
morning and night, and the IVoIga 
artbrds fuch a glut, that what they 
cannot fell is every day given to the 
hogs. They will give to the com¬ 
mon people three or four fifh, a 
foot in length, for a bit of bread, 
and bread is far from being dear. 

As for bream and carp they abound 
no lefs. In fliort you may buy 
of the filhertnen without the 
town, Severoekes as big as cod, 
for the value of five-pence of fix- 
pence, and fo I leave you to judge 
what murt be the price of fiffi m 
general. Befides ihefe they ® 
fmall round firti, three or four inchc^ 
broad, and long in proportion, which 
they call a VioeniCy and which are 
found as it were in pits near the 
mouth of a fiiiall river, where 1 
have taken numbers of them in a 
fieve, and of fevcral forts, fomc of 
A a which 
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170,, which ! prcfwved in fpnijs wub 
c^vClmaU Soedaksi and 1 fliould have 
favcd othcre of them had they been 
fmaller. 

There are about forty Armenian 
families about this city, who keep 
ibops, as 1 have already obferv^. 

The Indians live in tbcir caravaofe- 
rai, where they carry on their bufi- 
nefsi and are not interior in number 
Tath&Armmiam, but they have no 

women. . i 

This caravanferai is indifferently 
large, and furrounded by a fqoare 
ftooe wall, with feveral gates, at the 
two chief of which there is a guard, 
and at a certain hour of the night 
they are flint op. The Armenian 
merchants who only go and come, 
t ^ke up their lodging here alfo, and 
here it was that I (bald with them j 
and there are, indeed, fomc who 
even live and keep (hop there, where 
they have chans or Icnarate places 
for tbcmfelves. That for paflenge^ 
or travellers b two ftories high with 
galleries, and that of the Indians is 
on the other fide, and all of wood j 
fUtifv have lately built them a 

ftone wate-houfe for fear of fire i a 

AriBcni- building tolerably fpacious, being 40 
*"■ foot fquare t And the Armenians are 
following their example, the founda¬ 
tions of theirs, when 1 was there, be¬ 
ing railed fix foot. 

ThfMler I had not been long in this city, 

vijiiJ at when the Deputy-governor,or King’s 
Lieutenant, Mehete I'jarmvitz Ap- 
cechientf fent to defire I would come 
10 him, 1 went the next day, and 
had the good luck to find there the 
Governor with all his family, and 
fome Ladies in the German dreft, 
uponjufl going away, their coaches 
wailing for them In the yard. They 
receiv^ me very handfomely, and 
having entertained me with beer and 
brandy, the governor faid 1 had not 
only ^en recommended to him by 
the Knez BerUs^ but even by bis 
Czarian Majtfty, and then turning 
to me, defired / vxmid eome to Jee 
bim evety d^f and let him kmrw in 
ixibat be couid be of tfe to me. 1 re¬ 
turned him thanks, and he went a- 
way a minute afterwards. When he 
2 


was gone the Deputy-govetnot car- 1705. 
ried me and my fellow traveller Mr. 

JaciA Dtrukdof into another room, 
and gave ui fomc Perfm refrefli- 
ments, and behaved to me with 
tdndnels and complaifancc, which is 
quire in his nature. 

Moft of the gardens about tbcCBrirrj. 
city are full of vines and fruit trees, 
and panic ularly apple trees, pear 
trees, plum trees, and apricot trees, 
but their fruit Is far from the heft: 

But you have water-melons here^^^^' 
which furpafeeven the Perfak. They 
let their vines grow to the heigh th Vut^arii. 
of a man, and prune thent fo as to 
(boot no higher, and fallen them to 
poles or props. Their grape is in¬ 
differently large, black or of a deep 
blue, as they iay,forI was not there 
It the fcafon. Thofc that grow in 
the gardens of private perfons, whe¬ 
ther or others, which are 

in no great number, are fold at mar¬ 
ket ; but they make wine of thofe in 
the vineyards, which belong mollly 
to the Czar, who has all the profits 
of them. Thefe wines arc red and 
pleafant enough, the foil is very 
fandy, and as they have llore of 
fprings, they fink pits in their gar¬ 
dens, and fupply them with water 
by fubierraneous canals i and out of 
tbefo pits they draw it with a great 
wheel to which they fatten buckets, 
which deliver k into wotxlcn gutters 
or fpouts which dlftribute it as they 
pleafc in the gardens and one camel 
is enough to turn all thefe wheels. 

Thefe gardens or vineyards are two 
or three werfts from the city, and 
their number increafes every day, 
and being open they have guerites 
or watch-houfes at certain diftances, 
where they have fencries to take care 
no body makes free with the grapes 
in the fcafon. They told me it was 
above 100 years fince they began to 
plant thefe vineyards, and that it was 
thought to have been firJl done by 
PflT^iiirmerchantBjwho had brought 
fomc plants or flips from their coun- 
try. 

Some days after my arrival, I went Tinf^tbir 
to pay a vifit to Mr. Seroeban Beek^vifitt tbt 
who was defigned ambaffador to , 
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lyoj. Steed^fi by the King of but 

the Czar who was at war with that 
kingdom, refufcd him a palTagc 
through his dominions, and even put 
him under arreft, fo that he had 
been three years in He 

had about60 perfons in his trainband 
had left Mofctrj> fome days before 1 
did. He was fitting upon a fofa, af¬ 
ter the caftern manner, received me 
very obligingly, and gave me coffee 
and kuUahnaiatj a very plcafant white 
liquor made of fugar and rofe water. 

BUti^uri. ^ of a comely prefence 

and great affability j his muftach« 
reached to his very cars, and his 
beard hung a quarter of aji ell be¬ 
low his chin, which was fhaved. 
His turban was white, and his kaf* 
tan or veft was tied alwut him with 
a fafh of gold cloth j he had a 
fine ganjar at his fide, and fmoked 
with a after the Per^n man¬ 
ner. He had two fervams at his 
itdes, and he on the right hand was 
armed with a great labre, whofe hilt 
appeared out of a red bag. Among 
other difeourfe, he asked me, if I 
would not go with him to JJpaban? 
butl excufed myfelf. 

1 then went to vilit Mr. a 

man of worth and honour, and 
Captainwho came to fee 
me upon my arrival. Mr. WigJie 
carried me upon the river in a veficl 
of 24 oars, manned with 44 foldlcrs, 
and had with him ten or a dozen 
flutes and hautboys, and fome drums 
who beat the march as the Germafts 
do. We went feven werfts from vJ- 
firacan, to the place where the old 
city had flood, about 120 years be¬ 
fore, tho* no traces of it be now to 
be fcen, except the bones depofited 
Hnbitttr fomeof which 1 faw. About 

/fzttitrrj. feven years ago they made a dilcove- 
ry of falrpeter in the mountains, and 
work upon it with good fuccefs. The 
place where ii is found is to the 
caftward of the city upon the left 
hand of the river as you go down. 
We amufed ourfelves with (hooting 
at pigeons as we returned, and went 
by the (hips on the other Ihore. 

Upon the fourth of June there 
came on a violent fiorm, which 


wrecked a vefici laden with wood 
before the town; and of 71 fouls 
that were in her 29 were drown^. 

Upon the ftxih there arriv^ eight 
barks from Perfa^ four of which be¬ 
longed to Ru^nit and the reft to 
Mahometans j they had fome Arme¬ 
nian merchants on board of them. 

All the time 1 was in this city the 
governor never once failed me in his 
kindneffes, fending me frequent pre- 
fents, and entertaining me at his 
houfe with all forts of Perjtm rc- 
frcflimcnts, and continually urged 
me to tell him in what he could be 
of ufc to me; but of alt his offers I 
accepted of nothing but his beer, 
for fuch was not to be had for mo¬ 
ney, nor did he forget to let me 
have a ftore of it. As he knew 1 
was to be fome time in this city, he 
defired me to draw him the pidure 
of htmfelf and his fon.which l could 
not refufe him; and he on his part 
did every thing he could to oblige 
me. Among other things he made 

me a prefent of a bird which had ^ 
been fhot in the plain, but was ftill 
alive. In the body and feet he did 
not ill refcmble a heron, but not at 
all in the head, which was quite 
beautiful, as well as his bilk He 
had a white cop on the head, and 
his bill was black, ten inches long* 
and an inch and half broad, and the 
(ind of it was like two fpoons, with 
a fmall yellow fpot. It is called a 
* Lepeinaer and Colptffe in the Ruf • Lepel 
Ban language. They fay they bavc^^- 
them alfo in Perjia, where they are"'™ 
called Ge/r. ! kept the head of one 
of them, which you may fce inN^. 

34. They have herons alfo in this 
country, which they call / Sepotre. 

They arc of different colours, as 
white, and purple like peacocks, 
grey and black. I have drawn one 
of them with his neck Ihortnedj as 

you may fee in N®. 35- _ 

I often went with Captain PTage-r^i Tar- 
tD ihe pb.ee where .he 
arCj whicli i& bac thrc< or four weriis 
from ihc city. They camp m troops, 
each family apart, and at fome di- 
ftatice from the reft. Their tents 
arc made like parrot cages, except 

that 
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1703. that they are not fo lofty in propor- 
^✓V^ilon, and are built with laths of 
three or four inches broad, cohered 
over with a felt, or a hair cloth. 
There are fome which do not fall but 
within a foot or two of the ground, 
and are done round with thatch or 
ftubblc. The chief of them have 
a covering of cloth, with an opening 
at top to let out the fmoke, with a 
pole in the middle, which Aicks out 
four or five foot to the end of which 
they fatten a kind of fail of various 
colours, which falls down to the 
ground,where it is faftned by a large 
ttrap without one of the Sides of 
the tent, and by the means of which, 
they turn this fail as they pleafe, to 
keep out either the wind or the fun. 
When all the fmoke is gone out of 
the tent, and they have a mind to 
be warm, they cover it up, and it 
is as hot as a ftove. The bottom of 
them is covered with pretty ttufii or 
fine carpets, and efpccially among 
the better fort they have a fofa ral- 
fed a little, after the ^urkip man¬ 
ner, which takes up a third part of 
the tent: and in fome of them you 
fee fine cherts and trunks, in which 
they lock up their valuable things, 
and in general every thing about them 
is extremely neat and in good order. 
When they change their place, they 
put their tents upon waggons, and 
take off the covering, and the wo¬ 
men and children fit in them, while 
the men attend them on horfeback. 
When they perceived It was cuTiofity 
only that drew me among them, they 
(hewed me whatever I wanted to fee, 
but they were (by of me at firft, ne¬ 
ver futtering any body to come near 
the tents where their women are. 
In one of them I faw a very charm¬ 
ing and well drefied brunette, whofc 
head attire was very remarkable, be¬ 
ing of gilt filver or copper, and all 
covered with gold ducats, pearls 
and precious rtonesj 1 was delighted 
with her, and refolvcd to paint her, 
as 1 afterwards did. In the mean 
time 1 drew fome of their tents, as 
they were pitched one by another, 
as you may fee in N<>. 36. and one 
in particular in N^. 37. at the letter 


V E L 

/£. In the lame you have the form 1730. 
and manner of their waggons 
letter R upon two great wheels : Ic 
is of pamte^ wood covered with ttuF, 
fupported by two crott flicks before, 
and refted upon two beams. When 
they mount their tents upon them 
the wheels of them are covered. 

Their chappel is on one fide diftin- 
guilhcd by the letter C, Their com¬ 
mon tents are covered only with felt, 
and of the fame is the ^il above, 
and very ordinary within. As thefe 
people lubfitt but by their cattle, 
they look out for the bed partures. 

Their women are imploy’d in mak¬ 
ing of cloaihs, and the like, which 
they go to town to fell They few 
as the Rujism do, and fpin as we do 
with a turning fpindle^ and card 
wool for the felcsof their tents, and 
for other fluffs. Their firing is cow 
dung, which they take and dry, 
much as we do our turf, and have 
it in heaps on the fide of their tents. 

While 1 was bufy in drawing them, 
they crouded about me, and Teemed 
to be much pleafed, and to wonder 
at my drefs as much as I did at theirs, 
which procured me fome liberty a- 
mong them. Their manner of liv¬ 
ing is not very unlike xht Arabian, 
and they appear to be as fatlsfied 
with their wandring abode as thofe 
with us who are fettled in palaces 
and the finefl houfes; and this calls 
to my mind the ancient manner of 
the orientals; and 1 fiippole it was 
thus that Abraham fojourned and the 
reft of the patriarchs, and chat if wc 
were ufed to the fame, we (hould 
not diflike it. 

As for the drefs of the women, I Dn/,,/ 
drew the picture of a young Lady of'^ Tuw 
this nation at the Governor's palace'****^' 
where I had a more commodious 
opportunity to do it than in ihetr 
tents. She had a fine upper gar¬ 
ment, covered with a white veil 
which hid her face j but (he took h 
off at my requeft, and appeared with 
her head covered with another very 
fine white linen, ly'd about her neck 
in a very genteel manner,and through 
which 1 could (ee her head attire. 

1 beg'dof her alfo to pull that off,b<- 
^ caufe 
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cauft ic concealed her fineft orna¬ 


ment which I wanted to paint,* and 
llie appeared fuctias they are in their 
kaJiM and in their tents. This at¬ 
tire was all covered with gold du¬ 
cats, as has already been laid, and 
pointed at top like a mitre, bordered 
with a great number of pearls, fome 
of which were fVrung. and hung be¬ 
fore her like irelTcs. A kind of co¬ 
loured fcarf faftned behind this mitre 
came about her neck, and partly fell 
down before. Befides this. Ihc had 
lilver chains over her Ihouldcrs. and 
VoL. I. 


about her waift, by one of which 
there hung fome little boxes of the 
fame, where Ihe had her liciJe pray¬ 
er books and toys. Her hair was 
done about with a broad black rib- 
bon, with two great tufts of lilk ac 
the end, as appears by the plate a- 
bovc. This Lady was one of the 
moft confidcrabte among the 
and was attended by three women of 
her train, and ufliercd by a Tartar 
who was known to the governor. 

The call the Tartars here¬ 

abouts by the name of yurt/ge^ be- 
S b cau/c 
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1703. canf(5 they are born tbere-, nor in- 
deed do they pay any tribute to the 
Czar; they are only obliged to fend 
a cerrain number of their people to 
war when he requires it; and yet 
Uw tht 20000 men into the 

TwrJn fi^ld upon occafion, The Tdrtart 
diaiu tvho are called hidimi at AJlramn^ 
fliave their heads in a ftrange man¬ 
ner at a certain time of the year; 
they tear it up by the roots with 
the point of a penknife, fo that the 
blood runs down their cheeks. Their 
rieR, or the perfoii they call fuch, 
as the fir ft ftmkc,and when he does 
it not as he fliould, they all begin 
again, crying out, Sukftmakf^i Sak- 
fimdkfej or Baffmty Bakjoiu dancing 
and jumping about at the fame time; 
and this they look upon as a kind of 
offering 4 o their idol Sukfem&kfe. 
Tilts ceremony was performed near 
the granary, without the town, 
feme time before I arrived; and thofe 
who. praflife \x IndianSy feme of 
wliom live in the flabode of the 
Tan an, Thofe ot ay are in 
tents about the city of TrVfi i but the 
Tartars of Crim never fettle there, 
and only from time to time bring 
* their cattle to market. 

OrutriKr'i Upon the twentieti} of this month, 

/"J- the governor gave a great en terra in- 
ment, ro which 1 was invited, as 
well as the principal of the Ra^an 
otBcers, and moft con fide table of 
the Arminian merchants. Firftchey 
condu£led us into an apartment, 
where Nvere the governor's wife and 
daughter in law attended by fevera! 
j women of their train, and on the 
right hand was a table full of dain¬ 
ties and liquors fit for the morning, 
Thefe Ladies prefented us each with 
a fmall cup of brandy, a piece of 
civility ufual in this country, and 
from thence we went into the liall 
where the dinner was ready, and 
they fent us home In coaches. The 
Amtkr iipmty JlrJiy being St. P£ier\ was 
his Czarian Majefty's name day, and 
governor gave another entertain- 
mem where the patriarch was pre- 
fent, and all the chiefs of the city j 
but being out of order, 1 could not 
be there myfclf, nor go with them 
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to the church of Sab^r^ to aftift at 1703. 
the folemnity to which I had bcenA>S'^ 
invited feme days before: and upon 
this occafion ihey had great rejoic¬ 
ings and repeated firing of canon 
upon the ramparts and before the 
pal ace. T he Lad ics we re i n anot he r 
aparrmenr, according to aiftom, and 
the next day they treated the lubal- 
tern oflkers, and fent them away 
early, 

Upon tlie fscmd of Jui)\ news 
came that die Czar had got wiihia 
15 werfts of Nema with his army, 
and had taken every thing in his 
wav. 

The next day I went in a chaife to¬ 
wards the heath, with the governor's 
fen, and feme officers who had a 
hawk with them. Wc faw a good 
deal of game about 20 werfts from 
the city, but we could get at none 
of if, becaufe of the waters which 
covered the country; iho'I happen’d 
to kill a duck that was dying by me. 

Mean time we diverted ourfelves 
with fiffiing in a fmall river, where 
w'c caught a good deal of pike and 
perch, which we drefied and ate. 

That day we faw a number of ^ar¬ 
um encamped, and fine pafture lands 
full of horl'es belonging to rhe inha¬ 
bitants of Afiracan, Some of thetn^^w 
were hand feme enough, and we”^**' 
would have drove feme of them in 
our chaifes, but they were too ilck< 
tifti,having been atgrafs all the fum- 
mer, in fine fields which are very 
frequent in ihcfc parts. All the 
carmen of this city have fine horfes; 
you fhall hardly fee a bad or a lean 
one among them, which is what I 
never obferved any where elfe. 

As the time of my departure drew 
near, 1 defired and obtained as much 
room asl w-anied in fuchof the barks 
1 liked beft; fe 1 made choice of tho 
largeft and fitteft for my purpofe, 

Moft of the Af^ffiffiiatts alfe prepared 
to depart, as well as feme 
who were returning from Mshffa; to 
Samaebi [Samjbi]. The fal¬ 
coner was among the reft,with 3 or S 
hawks he was carrying mtoPer/ia. 
from whence he had brought an ele¬ 
phant for the Czar of which 

S he 
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lyoj. tit had delivered to ihe governor of 
yljlracafi^ whofent it to un¬ 

der the care of fome RttUiani and a 
Georgiatit but it dy'd in the way at 
Xaritfa, This falconer came in the 
governor’s name to dehre me to allow 
him a place in my bark» and 1 went 
on board of her the next morning 
with (hat intent, but I found the 
J^rmentam had crammed her fb full 
there was no room left. I went to 
the governor with complaint of this, 
and to defire he would order fome of 
the bales out, that we might have a 
Jittle elbow room $ but he anfwercd 
there were ftill other vcflels to go in, 
and that I had nothing to do but to 
rake out of them what t would, to 
be at my eafe« I embraced the fa¬ 
vour, and took up what place 1 
wanted, having (ulfered much upon 
the before I reached this city, 

Mr. fVigne at chat time had news 
that the Czar had promoted him to 
the rank of Colonel, and upon the 
eleventh he entertained the governor 
and chief officers of the garrifbn, 1 
was of the number, and he treated 
us very fplcndidly, with the dif- 
charge of artillery, and the found of 
drums and trumpets. Leaving him, 
i went with fome Armettiam to take 
a little country air at a houfe upon 
the river. The grapes were at this 


^5 

time rolcfsibly large, bur moft of the 1703. 
other fruits had been dclfroy’d 
infefls. 

When I was on the poinr of de¬ 
parture, and had got every thing 1 
might want, not forgetting where¬ 
withal to fave me from the dies 
which are very trouble fome in thefe 
parts, the governor lent me two 
imall casks of brandy, the one of 
ihc bed, the other of the common 
fbrti a fmall cask of vinegar, four 
of beer, one of wine, three ditches 
of bacon, a quantity of dry’d fiffi, 
and a bag of bifket, and Jbme other 
provilions. He granted me alfo a 
fmall bark, to go before, and unlade 
the great one of part of her cargoe, 
as we drew near the Cajpian^ a 
thing abfolutely necefTary, bccaufe of 
the great droughts that fometimes 
happen in thofe parts. 1 took leave 
of the governor at four of the after¬ 
noon, and returned him a thoufand 
thanks for all his favours. When I 
had got back again to my lodging, he 
fent me three iealed bottles of diftii- 
led liquors. At length I embarked 
in a fmall vedel, with five foldiers to 
carry my things on board of the (hip. 

The three Armemam^ my compa¬ 
nions, had, in like manner, each of 
them a ImaLl vedel, for the fame pur-^ 
pofe. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Reafins for ifi/ertwg in this place the rout of Mr, Isbrants 
Ides thro Mufcovy in his way to China, His departure 
from Mofcow. Source of the Dwina. Arrrval of that 
mmijler in the country of the Syrenes. Defcrtptim of the ' 
people of that province^ &c. He embarks upon the Kama, 
and crojfes from Europe to Alia. 


160'’. \ is now grown to be 

confiderable in iht world* 
and has for fomc time been to much 
Rfa^t the fubje^t of dlfcourfe} and the 
Pdnce at prcfcnt on the throne hav- 
f/iu tit ing made himlelf famous for hlscon- 
dufl, his victories and care he cakes 
Id«. cultivate the minds and manners 
of Ills lubjcdts, by introducing into 
his dominions all that can contri¬ 
bute to It heir advantage, all Eur&pe 
is attentive to what concerns this 
great empire, and inquldtive to know 
what paffes therein. It would be 
didiculi 10 give a more circumftan- 
tlal> more (incere and more Inter ell' 
ing an account of it, than that of 
Mr. LeBrtqn contained in this voy¬ 
age j but as he only traverled a part 
of it, k has been thought it might 
he acceptable and uleful to the pub- 
lick TO add in this place the rout that 
was held by Mr. Ithratiii Ides from 
MtifcToy to the court of Cbina^ by 
the way of Tartary, a country but 
little known, and aimod wild, in 
quality of envoy extraordinary from 
their Czarian Majefttes y^hn and Pe- 
ier/ilexffwitz in 1692, and the ra¬ 
ther as this miniHer has enriched the 
account ofi hii journey whh very ju¬ 
dicious and Indruftive remarks. 

Uii erfAr- He left Mu/am in a fledge upon 
lliiicuw foitrteenlb of March i but he had 
hardly got on his way, when it be¬ 
gan to rain fo plentifully* (hat he 
was expofed to a thoufand dangers 
by the abundance of waters in his 
way to tPalcgdOf where he flay'd 
S 


three days to recover himfelf from 
the fatigues he had undergone* and 
wait for fair weather. The froft 
began again upon the fecond day, 
and was fo very hard* that ac the 
end of twenty four hours, all the 
ways were paffable; whereupon he 
began his journey further* the ium- 
ty jeemd^ towards Suebina, where he 
arrived upon the twenty tbirdf and 
thence proceeded without delay to 
the city of the great VJiiga^ where 
the Suchina and the Ir^a uniting 
their ft reams* form the famous river 
of Dwina^ whofe name fignifics a 
dsubh Rher. 

Tht Suchina runs aim oft direaiy 
north in a fertile foils with fcveralK. 
good and welUpeopled villages on 
its borders, and on the left a pretty 
good town called Tetma. A great 
number of travellers fall down this 
river every year, to go from Wo!(^da 
10 Arcbangeh W\ih their goods, while 
the waters are open: but the bottom 
being rocky* care muft particularly 
be taken to fccure the ftem and ftern 
poft, and rudder, as well becaufe of 
the many rocks in this river* as be- 
caufe of the rapidity of its current 
or you might be in danger of belne 
loft, ® 


the mouth of this river, where thisUll4»- 
mmifter was obliged to ftop for 24. 
hours, to refrefh himfelf and to fee 
ihtmttvods, his friends, who enter¬ 
tained him very chearfolly. Upon 
the twenty Jm-fb, he arrived at 

Soly- 
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1692. SQl&witzjogiliiy a great town with ma- 
ny good merchants, and excellent 
workmen in fiJver, copper, and ivo¬ 
ry. Here alfoare fine falc-pits, which 
produce a great quantity of that mi* 
ncraJ, which is from hence iranf- 
ported to fVolt^dat and many other 
places. 

Cwntry «f , From hence he departed upon the 

and the fame day ar- 

nr^tfie rived in the country of the 

or ofThe inhabitants 
^ ■ here fpeak a language, which hns no 
affinity with the tho’ it has 

ffime with that Ipoken in LivcniUj 
as he was informed by fuch of his 
train a$ were of that country. They 
are of the Greek rite, and fubjefl to 
hisCzarian Majcfty, to whom they 
pay the cufiomary dues, but Iiave 
neither governor nor walvode. They 
chufc their own judges, and when 
any difpute anfes which thefe judges 
are unable to decide, they go to 
crnnf where they have recourfe to the 
prikacs of Pcfilskiy or office for fo¬ 
reign afifairs. In drefs and ftaiure 
they differ hardly at all from the 
HuUtamy and are thought to have 
been originally from the frontiers of 
Livotiiti or Cwrlandt tho' they know 
nothing of it ihemfelvesi no more 
than how it comes to pafs they fpeak 
a language different from that or all 
Ri 0 a^ whither they may have been 
in limes part driven by the calamities 
of war, or by fome other accident 
which they now have no remem¬ 
brance of. They fubfiff by agricul¬ 
ture, all but a part of them, who are 
upon the banks of the river Zf/s/, 
where they have grey furs. This 
country is about 70 Jong German 
leagues in length, and extends quite 
to Kaigorad. Thcfe people hardly 
live at all in towns, but for the moff 
part in fmall villages and hamtets, 
fcartered up and down in the woods. 

This country butts upon a great 
foreff, where this minilfer was a fe- 
cond time taken with a violent thaw, 
and a heavy rain,which in one night's 
lime caufed a flood of the waters ail 
about the wood, where in this con¬ 
dition he was retarded for four days, 
without being able to go either back- 
Voj.. f. 
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wards or forewards, tlic ice bemg 1692, 
fcarce able to be.ir on the rivers, 

At length, with inexprefllble diffi¬ 
culty he got away, by throwing of 
bridges over ihefe rivers, and by the 
means of feveral other helps. And 
upon ih^Jixteenthoi Aprily quite fa¬ 
tigued and thoroughly wer, he ar- ^ 
rived at Kaigoredy a tolerably conli- Ksjgprod. 
derable fortrefs upon the Kama. 

He would willingly have held on 
his way quite to Solikamskoiy the ca¬ 
pital of the great Permta, to go by 
land to Sy^eriay over the mountains 
offVergetur-, but the thaw continu¬ 
ing, he was pur be fide his purpofci 
and being juft at the tail of the win¬ 
ter feafon, he ftay'd Jbme weeks iii 
this city, expeiling when the Kama 
ftiould be navigable. Here in the 
mean time he provided himfelf with 
every thing necefiary for the conti¬ 
nuation of his Journey, as alfo for 
defence againft the free-booters in 
thefe parts, and who not long before 
had pillaged even the city of Kaigo- 
rod itfelf 

The governor of this place 
formed our author, that upon a ccr-fr ft^t"- 
tain day, about noon, they faw a 
number of barks full of men falling 
down the river, with colours flying, 
and drums beating, and making di- 
redly for the town, which they had 
no fooner reached, than the people 
of them lumped on fhorci that the 
inhabitants not in the leaft dreaming 
of a furprife in ihe face of the (un, 
and at a time of peace, fuffejred them 
unmoleftcd to draw near, not doubt¬ 
ing but they were neighbours and 
friends who were come from the vil¬ 
lages round about to divert them- 
felves; that thefe pirates fet tire to 
the fouih end of the town, and put 
all they met with, a: the other, to 
the fword 1 that they then went to 
the Wdmodesy where they commit¬ 
ted all forts of hoftiliiy, and ufed 
their fervants in the very word man¬ 
ner they could, and upon the whole 
went their way laden with booty,and 
Done to oppole them i that it wa$ 
afterwards underftood they were vaf- 
fals of certain lords, from whofe o- 
bedience tliey had withdrawn them- 
C c felves. 
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1692. fclvcSi 10 commit all forts of vtolen- 
CCS, and that feme of them had been 
taken and executed as an example to 
the reft. This made ii prudent for 
him to provide himfelf with arms, 
and to ftand upon his guard. 

He departed hence, upon the 
twenty third of jfpril, when the Ka¬ 
ma was become navigable, and hap¬ 
pily upon the twenty fevtntb got to 
Soiikam* ScHkamskot, From hence he was to 
have taken the way of the mountains 
of fVer^cturi but as that is imprac¬ 
ticable in fummer, becaule the coun¬ 
try is full of fens and marfties, tra¬ 
vellers and merchants muft ftay the 
fummer in this city, till winter comes 
on and it freezes again, that they 
may crols the fe mou mains, 11 is, i n- 
deed, poflible to go about by water 
to the weftward, but that is ahlb- 
luiely forbidden: the governor of 
this town, however, apprifed of the 
importance of this minifter's buli- 
nefs, dil^tched him without delay, 
and furniflied him with the neceflary 
embarkations,that he might commo- 
diouQy navigate the Stijkwaya, 
D^/irifitm S^Iikaimhi is a very fine, large and 
city, where are numbers of con- 
* hderable merchants, very hne falt- 
works, and above jo boilers of 2^ 
or 35 ells in breadth. They here 
make very great quantities of iak, 
which are every year fent on all iides, 
in targe veftcls built for that fervice, 
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b each of which they bad one hun^ 1692. 
dred and twenty ihoufand weight of 
fait, or eight hundred or a thoufand 
lafts, wl^out reckoning leven or 
eight hundred hands, for whom they 
have kitchens, furnaces, and other 
things neceffary for tranlixirtatbn. 

Thefe vcfTels which are 35 or 40 ells 
in length, have but one maft and 
one (ail, which is thirty fathom long, 
which they ufe in going up the river 
when the wind is fair; whereas in 
going down, they ufe their oars on¬ 
ly, to keep their veflcl fteady in her 
fteerage, which the helm alone 
would not be fufficlcnt to do. They 
are fiat at bottom, and have neither 
bolts nor nails; and thus it is they 
fall down the Kama to go into the 
Woigai they then turn back again ft 
the ftTeam,by the help of tow-lines, 
or of their fail, when the wind is 
fair, and go with their lak xaCafan 
and Nipta^ and other places upon 
that river. 

Upon the feurteentb of hew^ 
embarked at Solikamskoi^ and luving^^^^ 
croffed the little nyct oWfilkat, halfw^’ 
a league from this city, he entered 
the Kama again, and crofM that ri- ** 
ver from Europe 10 AJa. Upon 
Wbitfunday he went on fhorc, and 
went up a picalant hill where he ate 
his laft meal in Europe^ and then re¬ 
turned to his veftel to continue his 
way. 



CHAP, XVIII. 


His arrival in Afia. Defiriptim of the country of the Tar¬ 
tars of Syberia; their religion and manner of life^ 


1692. T^HIS minifter being arrived in 

14 M^, -I- upon the SuJawaWf ob- 

ferved it to be not fo pleafant as the 
Kama^ which is a very fine river, 
Afia, full of ait forts of fifb, and adorned 
with fine brge and populous villages, 
finelklc-wor^,ploughed lands, woods, 
fine meadows enamelled with all 
forts of flowers, and every thing elfc 
4 


that can be pleafant to the fighr 
from Sdikamskoi quite hither. Not 
but chat the country watered by the 
Sufawaia^ which falls weftward in¬ 
to the Kama, is very fine and very 
good, but it is lircfbmc to go up a- 
gamft the ft ream, one rids no way, 
and elpecially when the waters are 
fw^led, and it is neceflary to ufe 

the 
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1692. the tow-line. Upon the ttventy JiJtb 
of Mary, he arrived in the country of 
the firll Tartars of Syberia^ called 
twatrjtf ff^oguhkii which is indifferently well 
along the banks of this ri- 
^ ver, and of charming heauty. At 
the entrance and going out of the 
hillSj they have all forts of Bowers 
and odoriferous herbs, and prodigi¬ 
ous numbers of deer, and all forts of 
game. As the Tartars of 
upon this river, are heathens, he had 
the curioilty to go on fhore and calk 
with them, concerning their belief, 
and manner of life. 

fkiirrtti^ They are robnff,wiih targe heads, 
their religion confiffs of no more 
tift. ^ chan making an offering once a year. 
To this purpofe they affemble in the 
woods about, and there kill a beaff of 
each kind j tho* their chief vidims 
are horfes, and a kind of goats. They 
flea them, and hang them up by a 
tree, and then fall down before them, 
and this is iheir only worfhip. Then 
they eat the Belh tc^ether, and re- 
turning home, perform no other 
religious office that year; and why 
ffiould we, fay they f they can affign 
no manner of reafbn for their belief 
orworfhip: we had it, fay they, from 
our fathers, and that's enough for 
us. 

He alkcd them if they had no 
knowledge of God, and if they did 
not believe there was a fupreme be¬ 
ing in heaven,who created all things, 
and governs the world by his good 
providence, and who gives rain and 
fair weather? They anfwered the 
thing might very likely be fo, feeing 
the fun and moon, chofe fine lumi¬ 
naries, which they worlhip, and the 
other If ars were placed in the firma¬ 
ment, and that there was doubtlefs a 
power which ruled them. But they 
would by no means agree there was 
a devil, becaufe he had never made 
himfelf known to them. And yet 
they deny not the rcrurre:fflon of the 
dead, but know nothing of what is to 
be their lot, or what b to become of 
^>rfa. their bodies. When one of them 
dies, he is depofited in the ground, 
and covered v^ith his molf precious 


ornaments, whether the deceafed he i 6 gz, 
man or woman; but tho' they eredl 
no monuments to commemorate their 
dead, they put money by them, in 
proportion to their means when Jiv¬ 
ing, that they may want nothing ne- 
ccBary for them on the day of refur- 
reilion. They cry out and make 
loud lamentations about the bodies 
of their deceafed, nor muff any man 
many a fecond wife till lie has buri¬ 
ed his firff a year. When it hap- fhfi t/ 
pens that they lolc a dog, that 
been ferviceabJe to them in hunting, 
or any other way, they in honour 
of him ereft a little wooden hut, fix 
foot high, upon four pofts, where 
they place him, and let him remain 
as long as it laffs. Tliey may 
as many wives as they can maintain, 
and when the women draw near the^-^' 
time of their delivery, they retire into 
a wood,to acabbin prepared for them 
on purpofe, where they ly in, nor lyingMa. 
may the husbands go near them for 
two months. 

When they want to marry, they 
buy their wives of their parents, and^**''^"' 
have fcarce any ceremony at their 
weddings, they only invite their near- 
eff relations to be prefent, and hav¬ 
ing entertained them, the new mar¬ 
ried man goes to bed to his wife with¬ 
out more ado. Tlicy have no prieffs, 
and may not marry but in the fourth 
degree of confangumiry. This mi- 
nifter arguing with them, exhorted 
them to acknowledge the Saviour of 
the world, and be converted unto 
him, afTuring them that in lb doing 
they would be happy in this world, 
and in the world to come. To this 
they anfwered, Titac they every day 
Jaw a great number of poor RttJJsamf 
who had much ado to earn a living, 
as much Chriffians as they were; 
that with regard to eternal life, it 
was what they did not trouble their 
heads about, and in ffiort that they 
would live and die as their fathers 
had before them, whether their faith 
^as founded well or ill. You may 
judge of 'heir drefs and manner by 
thepl^'o following. 

They 
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i^'ir ha- They live in fquarc wooden hurts 
after the manner of the Rttjfim pea- 
fants^ but ufe hearths inliead of 
ftoves, and burn wood. They co¬ 
ver the opening of the roof where 
the fmoke goes our, with a piece of 
ice, as fooD as the wood is burnt to 
a coal, and by that means retain all 
[he heat in their room, without at 
the fame time keeping out the light, 
which ihines through the ice at top. 
They have no ufe of chairs, but in- 
ftcad of them have benches of three 
ells in breadth, and an ell from the 
ground, upon which they fit croG- 
legged after the manner of the ^er~ 
ftanif and the fame ferve them for 
Tfcf yfri^beds at night. They fubfift by hunt- 
the chief of their game being 
w&NM which abound in rhis country. 
They Ihooi them with arrows, and 
dry their ddh which they cut into 
ilices or flips, and hang it up in the 
air about ihcir houfes; and when it 
has been thoroughly wet, and is 


quite purrified, they dry ic a fecond 
time, and then it is they account it 
moft delicious food. For the reft 
they eat neither poultry nor hogSL 
They fix great crofs-bows in the 
woods, to which they fallen a bridle, 
and bait, leaving the mouth open, 
and when an elk or other deer comes 
to feize on it, the bow unbends, and 
ihoots them thro’ and thro’. They 
dig alfo pits in the earth, which they 
cover with brambles and the like, 
into which thefe creatures fall as they 
run, and cannot get out again. Up-«»„ /• 
on the whole, thefe tartan live niamdirtkr 
villages, along the river of 
quite to rhecaftle oiUtka, and un-fi 
dcr the proiedlion of the Czar, to 
whom they py a tribute, and live 
at Their habitations extend 

above aoo Gentian leagues, to the 
northward of Sytetia^ and even to 
the northward of the country of the 
Sameds. 
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1692. 1692, 

CHAR X!X. 

M 

Arrival at the fcrtrefs tfVikz^aftdat Neujanskoi; at Tumcen, 
aad at Tobol, cr Tobolska. Defcrtption of that city. 

How ft became fubjeB to the together with all Sy- 

beria. 


jrtivat T y AVING quilted the country of 
rl ihfik heathens, Mr, Mrants 
upon ihe prfi of June arrived at the 
forcrefs of tJtka^ upon the frontiers 
of the tartan of ^tklr and JJffiml. 
While he was here there came there a 
Ttfr/trr gentleman of UJimi^ a country 
in the Czar’s dominions; this gentle¬ 
man was in qucft of his wife, who 
had left him without any provoca¬ 
tion, tho’ they were but juft mar¬ 
ried : but not finding her, he com¬ 
forted himfelf with this faying, That 
fhc had left fix before him, and that 
by what he could judge Ihe was fond 
of variciy. 

Upon the tmtb he left this town 
by land, and went by the caftle of 
Jljiida : he then eroded the river of 
Ntuia^ and coafled along that of 
to the caflle of ArJamasj and 
from thence went to the fortreft of 
A Nfu* Neujamkoi upon the river of Neuia. 
jaDfltst. ^ country is not 10 be feen than 
that between Vtka and this place, 
being full of fine meadows, woods, 
lakes, well culiivaicd lands, abound¬ 
ing with every thing, and well peo¬ 
pled with Ru£iam, Upon the tumiy 
JirJl this miniller went away by wa¬ 
ter, and found the banks of the river 
inhabited hy Rujjiatt Chriftians, a- 
dorned with good villages and fine 
cafiles, quite to the Tura^ wliich 
comes from the weft, and falls into 
the TcbeL 

fhe i'^rentyJftht he arrived 
at the town of Hutnhn^ which is aU 
fo well peopled, full of Ru§iam^ and 
pretty llrong by fituation. Three 
ibtirchs of the inhabirants arc Chri- 
fltans, the reft arc Mobammrdan Tar¬ 
tars. They have a great trade with 
tliC Calmuc Tartars, the Bugarsan 
and others, and ihofc of the coun- 
VcL- I. 


try fubfiil by tillage and fiihlng} 
but they have few or no furs except 
bearlktns, and red fox fkins. But 
there is a wood, ibmc leagues from 
thence, cnWsdHeetioJ-iybllocbfV/hich 
affords mod admirable grey 
which never change colour in win-'’*^^' 
ter, and whofc iklns are very llrong. 

They are no where to be had but in 
Mttfeovy, and it is, under fevere pe¬ 
nalties, forbidden to tranfport any to 
other parrs: they are all fet ^arc for 
the court. Thefe animals fuffer none 
to be in their woods but thofe of 
their own kind, and dedroy all the 
reft, which are lefs by the half. 

When the envoy arrived at this 51/ iiww 
place, he found the inhabitants and 
all the people of the neighbourhood, 
in a confternadon, on account of the'^'iftaf’* 
Cofacs and Calmuc Tartars^ who had 
juft then made an invafion upon ^- 
keriaj where they plundered feveral 
villages,and killed the inhabitanC5,and 
now threatned this town from which 
they were not above 15 German 
leagues didant. But the governor 
for troops from Tsbd, and fome other 
places, with which be purfued thcfei*«w/ 
Tartars^ who loft a number of their 
people. 

For this reaibn, he chole to make/fr 
no day here, but, on (he twenty 
embarked on the Tobol, with a newq^bat. 
gang of rowers, and a guard of fol- 
diers. The borders of this river 
arc low and fulyefl to be overflowed 
in the fpring, and yet they are in- 
habi ted, par il y by M^dsammtdaa Tar¬ 
tan, and partly by Rujtans, This 
river produces every Ibrt of good 
fiih. 

Upon the JirJl of Jtdy, he happi- Ub 
ly arrived at Tobol or Tobohka, a drong 
place, with a great done nionaftery, 

P d adorn* 
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1692. adorned fo with high towers, chat it 
might well be miftaken for a fortrefs. 
This city (lands upon an hill at the 
condux of ihe and the Irth: 
the foot of this hill and the Ihore of 
the Irtis arc inhabited by *far tan fliid 
Mohammedan Buebariam, who drive 
on a great trade with the Calmaci 
upon tiie river, and go even beyond, 
as far as China. When it happens 
to be fafe to go through the country 
of the Calmucs, it is the (horteft way 
to China f by the lakcyamq/cbffwa. 

7 $if 6 l is the capital of and 

its iurilBidlion extends fouthward be¬ 
yond Barabu ; from Wergotut ro the 
river Oby to the caftward of the 
mdidsi to the northward, quite to 
the country of and wed* 

ward as far as Uffa^ and the river of 
Sufatvaia, The country about is 
well peopled, as well by Rvjjiam who 
follow tillage, as by feveral other 
people, Tartars and Heathens, who 
arc tributary to the Czar. Grain is 
fb plenty there, that they do not 
give above j6 Ct^s or pence for one 
hundred weight of barley flour. 
An ox Is not worth above fix or feveti 
dorins j a good hog 30 or 35 pence 1 
and there is fo muchfifh in the/r//i 
that a llurgeon of jj.0 or £o pound 
weight is notwonh above five pence 
or fix pencei and they arc fo fat 
withal, that the furface of the wa¬ 
ter they are boiled in diall be above 
an inch thick of greafc. This coun¬ 
try, in like manner, produces a num¬ 
ber of elks. Hags, deer, and the like i 
hares, pheafanis, partridges, fwans, 
witd-geefc, ducks, ftorks, and all 
(brts of game, which are cheaper 
than butchers meat. For the red 
this city is provided with a good gar- 
rilbn of regular troops, and can fend 
above 9000 men into the field, at the 
firft order of his Czaritn Majefty, 
Here are alfo fome thoufands of Tar- 
tari who are bound 10 fcrve his Ma- 
jefty on horfeback, when occafion re¬ 
quires. 

The hoards of the Calmucs and 
that depend upon the Tefit- 
cofl/n or chief of the Bugarian Tar- 

fmtiiri frequent depredations 

upon the Czar’s frontiers, as well as 


thofe of and Baskir, but the 1692. 

garrifon of Teic/ is prefcntly at thtir 
heels. In this city there is a metro¬ 
politan, who is fent from Mofeenn^ 
and has jurifdiQion over all the 
clergy of l^iberia and Dauria, 

It is now about an hundred years 
finoe this city and all Siberia became 
ful^ea to his Czarian Majefty, and 
that, after the following manner, 

A certain pyrate, whofe name was 
Jeremak 7'tmofeiewifz, having grea r- j*, 
ly haraded and ruined certain lands lieriatta/ 
belonging to the Czar Ivan JVafk^** 
witz, to the great damage of 
fubjedls,and underftandmg the troops ih€ Ci&Br. 
of that Prince were advancing to¬ 
wards him, he haftened back again 
up the Kama with his companions, 
and then entered the Sttfmjsaia^vehioh 
falls into this river, and retired to 
the jurifdidlion of the Lord of Stro~ 
a very great landed man, who 
was polTeffed of all the land of the 
fiver for 20 German leagues about. 

He implored the prorcdlion of the 
grandfather of this Lord, and upon 
that condition offered to fubdue all 
Siberia to the power of the Czar, 
in recompdnee for the evils he had 
infiifled on hiS fubjcfls. This Lord 
accordingly fupply'd him with the 
vedelSj arms and artificers, he might 
want for his expedition,and promifed 
he would obtain his pardon. Fraught 
with this, he embarked with his 
companions, and went up the river 
Serebrenkeif which comes from the 
north-eafi of the mountains o(Wer- 
gotur, and falls into the Sufawaia. 

He then cauied his people to march 
by land to the river of which 
went down quite to the ^ura, pof- 
feffed himfelf of the fortrefs of ^u- 
meen, which (lands upon that river 
where he flew all he met, then he 
returned up the lobol quite to the 
dty of that name, where he found a 
Ta^ar Prince of twelve years old 
and called Manas Ku/zjamtnmtz, 
whofe grandlon ts at prefent at Mo/L 
cfw, and honoured with the title of 
of Siberia, he pofTcffed 
himfelf of this place, which he for- 
tided, and fent the young Prince pri- 
foner to Mofow, - 

After 
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1^92. After this train of fucceiTes, this 
t-'OOvy Ccrfair weni down the IrtiSt and was 
attacked in the night by a party of 
'Tartars^ at no great distance from 
7 oboL In this ^irmiih he loll the 
bell part of his people, and endea¬ 
vouring to jump out of one vcHel 
into another, he fell into the river 
and was drowned, and his body hur¬ 
ried away by the rapidity of the 
llrcam, was never afterwards found. 
TheLord of Jrn^m^had in the mean 
time fent to court, and obtained a 
pardon for yeremaki nor did they 
fail to lend troops to the places he 
had taken, or to fortify them: thus 
was it that Siberia fell under the 
power of the Mufaroitet who con¬ 
tinues flill to be mailer of the fame- 
Thc Tartars in and many 
leagues about are all M<obammedam. 
Mr. Isbrants was deiirous to lee their 
ceremonies, and went with the Way- 
wod into one of their Mofehs, for 
without him he could have had no 
admilSoD. They are furrounded 
with great windows which are left 
open, and the pavement is covered 
with a carpet without any other or¬ 
nament. As they go in they leave 




their Hioes at the door, and fit in 1692. 
order and crofs-legged. The 
appears in a Huff of white cotton, 
and has a white turban on his head. 

He whlfpered to one that was pre- 
fent, who cry'd out aloud, upon 
which they were all on their knees. 

The Mufti then muttered fome words, 
and esy'dy jUIaj^la^Mcbaaiirtedt and 
the rcil did the fame after him, bow¬ 
ing three times down to the ground. 

He then fixed his eyes upon his hands, 
as il to read fomething, and cry'd out 
a Jecond time,^/<r, jUIa, Mohammed. 

This done he looked back over his 
right Ihoulder, and then over his 
left, without faying a word, and all 
that were prefent obferving to do the 
fame, the fer vice was at an end. 

This Mufti was by birth ^njirab^ 
and in very highcllcem among them, 
infomuch that they had a particular 
value for every body that underllood 
or could read Arabic for his lake. 

He invited the envoy to his houfe 
near the Mofeby and entertained hitn 
with tea. In thefe parts are great 
numbers of Cdmuc Caves, and even 
fome delcendants of Princes who 
were formerly made prifoners. 


CHAP. XX. 

Departure from Tobol. Defeription of the Irtis. Sledgei 
drawn by dogSy and h&m. Departure front Samoroskoi- 
jam. Arrival at Surgut. 


'"T^HIS Miniller departed from 7 a- 
^ jL bol upon the twenty fecondy hav¬ 
ing provided himleSf with vefiels and 
every thing neceClary, and particu¬ 
larly with a good guard: thus he fell 
down the /r/ft, upon the Ihores of 
which are leveral villages inhabited 
by Tartars and OJliacs, and among 
the reft Demiamhiy Jamitty and o- 
thers, where the final) river ofP^ff- 
nouka falls into the Irtis. Upon the 
twenty eightby he arrived at Samo^ 
roikoi^jatny where he changed his 
rowers, and raiftd malls in the larger 


vefiels to be able to fail up the Oby, 
when the wind Ihould be favourable, 
thc/r/« falling into this river by le¬ 
veral openings not far from Samo- 
roshi-Jam. 

The water of the Irtis is white 
and light, and comes from the moun- 
tains in the country of the Cabnacs, 
This river runs from tbe Ibuth to 
the nordi-cafi, and pafib through 
the two lakes of Kebak and Suzan. 
To the foutb-eall it is bordered by 
lofty mountains, which are crowned 
with cedars, and ihe land on the o- 

thcr 
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rbe TRAVELS of 


1692. ibcr Title, to tbe norih-weft, b low 
and full of paftore grounds, where 
are great black bears, wolves, foxes, 
red and grey j and ujKjn the banks of 
rhe river of Kafimka, which dlf- 
cliarges itfelf inio the Oiy, not very 
far from Samcr&ihi-jdmt are the fin- 
eft grey furs of all Siberia, except¬ 
ing thofe in the woods of Heetkoi- 
JF^Uok, we have mentioned before. 
The inhabitants raid him that, ihe 
before, there came a great 
tfa hfsr. ^ ftable, which looked up¬ 

on a meadow,whence betook a cow, 
holding her between his fore-paws, 
and walking upon his hind: that the 
people of the houfe and their neigh¬ 
bours, hearing the nolle the cow 
made, ran to fee what was the mat¬ 
ter, and fell upon Bruyn who would 
not part with his hold, till they fhot 
at him, and killed the cow. 
inhaii- Moft of the inhabitants in this 
‘,Tft£h part are Ruffiam in the pay of his 
a/thr Czarian Majefty, and who arc oblig- 
Irtis. IQ furnilh the waivodes fent thi¬ 

ther, and all thofe that travel into 
Siberia, upon the Prince’s bufinefs, 


with carriages and guides, as W'ell i 692. 
10 go by water in fummer as upon 
the ice in winter, as far as the cUy 
of Surgut upon the Obji ar reafon- 
able rates. It is remarkable of them, 
that they keep a great number of 
dogs to draw their Hedges in the 
winter, feeing they cannot ufe horfes 
on account of the depth of the fnow, 
which is fomeiimes a fathom deep 
upon the O^', 

They put two of thofe dogs to a sugn 
very light Hedge, upon which they^A^w-^r 
may load two or three hundred 
weight, and neither the dogs nor 
the Hedge make the tcaft ImpreHion 
in the mow. The inhabitants pre¬ 
tend there are feme of thefe dogs 
that have a fore-knowledge of when 
(hey are to be imploy’d, and that up¬ 
on thefe occafions they meet in the 
night and keep a terrible howibg, 
whence their mafters conclude they 
arc to haveftrangers among themibuc 
this is not at all likely, when they 
travel, their guides have a gun upon 
their ftioulder,and certain long fhoes 
upon their feet fit id run with upon 
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1592. the fiiow, Thejr fomctimes go with 
>*> their dogs to hunt in the woods, 
where they fometimes meet with fine 
bl^ck foxes, vvhofi; fkiiis they keep, 
and give the fleih to their dogsj fo 
that they at once reap fervice and 
Dtftrifi'nm by them, Thete dogs arc of 
middling fizc, with iharp nofes, and 
pointed eats which prick up, and 
turn-up tails, like wolves or foxes; 
and indeed they may be eafily milla- 
ken for I'uch in the woods, they arc 
fo much alike. It is certain that 
they often mk together, and that 
they appear in the neighbourhood 
ot villages when preparations arc 
making to hunt, 

Difarttirf UpOIt tllC ilDCnty ttinth of 
"SrofeoV miniftcr departed from Samarof^ 
jam. and with twro veflcls went 

down the principal branch of the Ir~ 
th towards the O^y, where he arriv¬ 
ed the next day. On theeaft-fidcof 
this river there are mountains, and 
on the weft meadow grounds which 
reach beyond the fight, and in this 
place the river is a goc^ half league 
in breadth. 

Arri-vel Upon the fixibo^Au^uji he arrlv- 
cd at Surgut, which ftands upon the 
caft-fide of this river. In thele parts, 
up the country to the caft-ward, and 
as you go up the Oby from 
quite to the city of Narum are very 
fine fitbles, as well of a pale brown 
as a black; as alfo the fineft ermins 
of all Sibfria, and even of all RuJJiat 
and black foxes of tinfpeakable beau* 
ty i the fineft of which are let apart 
for his Czarian Majefty, and are fomc* 
times valued at 2 or 300 rubles a 
piece: Some of them, 5 n this colour, 
exceed the fineft fables of D^urid, 
They take them with dogs, upn 
which take the following ftory as 5 t 
was related to our author by the in¬ 
habitants. 

jtjhemart A black fox, of the fineft fort, ap- 
w rtw- pearing in the beginning of the year 
before, in full day time,near 
was purfued by a pcafani who had 
dogs of the fame colour. The fox 
finding he could not efcape, turned 
fuddenly towards the dogs with an air 
of courtefy,and laid himfclf upon his 
back, and began to lick their chops; 

VoL. I, 


after which he began to run and play 1692. 
with thenij thcdogsall the time of-V-^'VV/ 
fering him no violence: at length 
watching the opportunity, he flunk 
into the woods, where the country¬ 
man, who had no fire-arms, foon 
loft fight of him,as well aS the hopes 
he had had of fo rich a booty. 

This fox, two days afterwards, re¬ 
turned to the fame place, when the 
country-man feeing him again, went 
after him a fccond time with the fame 
dogs, and a white one that he had 
obikved to exceed all the reft in 
cunning : the black dogs having al¬ 
lured him once more among them, 
the white one who knew him bet¬ 
ter than the reft, made flily towards 
himj and would then have jumped 
upon him, but the fox gave a fpring 
on one fide, and made his efcape a 
fecond time into the woods. 

After this the coumry-man black- 
ned his white dog that the fox might 
not know him again, and going back 
to the woods, this dog loon found 
him out j at length the fox taking 
him for one of his black compani¬ 
ons, came to him to play with him, 
and thereby fell into the fnare prepar¬ 
ed to deceive him; for the dog feized 
on him to the great joy of his mafter, 
who fold hisflein for too rubles. 

They have here alfo foxes that are 
but half black, and mixed with grey, 
but it is feldom they take any that 
are all black; as for the red fort, 
they are here in abundance. 
country abounds ahb In otters and^Af/f«. 
beavers j the former living only up- 
onptcy sr^ vsry dangerous creatures i 
they climb up trees, and there take 
their ftand till they Ibe an elk, a ftag, 
a deer, a hate, going by, when fpriug- 
ing upon them, they never leave 
them till they have killed them, 0^ 
ter which they devour them. A 
walwode who had one of chem 
fcni him into the river, and two dogs 
after him; but finding himfclf pu^ 
filed, he flew at the head of the hrft 
dog, and held him under water till 
he was drowned; and then made 
towards the other, who had met with 
the fame fate, if they had not been at 
hand to favc him. 

E c They 
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They tell very extraordinary fto- 
*->'^V^»ries, and fuch as ftem to deferve no 
great credit concerning the beavers^ 
that have their holes and burroughs 
along the banks of this river, in the 
Icfs frequented places, and where 
there is the moil hfh, which is what 
jmrfMU they chiefly live upon. They pre- 
ihele creatures meet toge- 
ther by pairs in the fpring, and form 
WM. thcmfelvcs into a neighbourhood; 
that after this they take prifoners of 
their own kind, and drag them to 
their holes or houfes to ferve them 
as Haves; that they fell trees by 
gnawing them beneath, and remove 
them to their abodes, where they 
cut off branches of a certain length, 
which they ufe to fecure the ftore 
they lay up in fu turner, when their 
females bring forth their young. 
They add, that after this, ihefe crea¬ 
tures meet a fccond time, and that 
after having brought down a tree, of 
fometimes an etl in circumference, 
they reduce it to the length of two 
fathom, and then float it along to 
their habitations, before which they 
raife it up to the depth of an ell. 


V E L S of 

without touching the bottom^ and 1692. 

place it in fo exadt an equilibrium, 

that neither the ftrengrh of the winds 
nor the force of the waters may di- 
fLurb it. Tho' this may appear fu- 
pernatural, this minifler afTurcs us 
the thing was confirmed to him by 
all S then at and many others, con¬ 
cerning thefe creatures, which he 
has fludiouHy fuppteflcd, becaufc to 
him they feemed incredible, and 
more bordering upon human reafon, 
than the nature of brutes. 

Indeed he adds, there are many 
people in the country who attribute 
the ereflion of this tree to the magic 
of theC^;Vwj, and other Heathens in 
thofe parts; but that it Is certain the 
country people know bow to diAin- 
guifli between thefe creatures, as 
whether they be maAers or Aaves, 
thefe being thinner, and their coats 
worn (0 the Aumps with working. 

The Ru^ans andO^iorj who hunt 
them, never deAroy a whole iet, and 
are always mindful to leave a male 
and a female behind them for pro^ 
creation. 








CHAP. XXI. 

Arrival at Narum. Defeription of the Oftiacs; their reli- 
gion^ and the like, The Oby abounds with ffl} j its Jbons 
uncultivated. 


T TAVING been fome time mount- 
A X ing the Ohyt fometimes by the 
help of the fail, fometimes by the 
Aow labour of the tow-line, Mr. 
IsbrantSj upon the tinrtetntb of 
gujif thwarted the mouth of the ri¬ 
ver of Wagga^ which falls down 
from the mountains of Trugan^ 
whence ic has its fource. Ir is a 
great river whofe waters are of a 
brown black, and empties iifclf in¬ 
to the Ob^t to the north-north-we ft, 
Nanup. below iVorwOT, a fmalI city where he 
arrived upon the twenty fourth. It 
Hands on the river fide,; in a fine 


country, and is defended by a ciri- 
deS with a good garrifon of Cofaeki, 

This partfwarms with foxes, black, 
grey, and red, beavers, ermins, fables, 
and [he like. 

The banks of the Oby are hither- 
to mhabued by a people called 
Jiiacst who worfliip idols, tho' they "^*’”'' 
at the fame time acknowledge there^ 
is a God in heaven, to whom they''%^- 
iiotwhhftanding pay no adoration. 

They have idols of wood and idols 
of ciirrh,^ in human form, which 
they faftion with their own hands, 
and which fuch of them as can af¬ 
ford 
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1692, ford it cbihein filk, in imiciirion of 
'-Orv the Kuwait habit, Thefc idols fland 
in (heir cabbins, which are of the 
bark of trees, few’d together with 
the guts of deer, and have on one 
iide of them, bundles of hair, and 
a little bucket full of a fort of broth, 
of which they give them every day 
with a fptfon made on purpofe, 
which conlj^ntly running down the 
corners of ch^^h^outh, has an 
very dlfagreeable to the f;gbt. When 
they worfliip thefe idols, or pray to 
them, they Hand upright, and make 
flrange motions with the head, with¬ 
out bowing the body at all, and keep 
a noife like thofe who call dogs. 
Ztrti)tgt They call thefe idols Baitan^ a 
name not very wide from Bat an. It 
happen’d that fome of thefo OJliaa 
being on board of Mr. I^rani'^ vef- 
fel, he llicwed them a bear contriv¬ 
ed at Nurembergj which by fprings 
could beat a drum, and at the fame 
lime move both head and eyes. 
When they beheld this, and faw that 
it began to move, they fell to iing- 
ing and dancing, and paid all t^ 
worfhip they ufualJy did to their 
Saitarti faying this was a true 5 jf- 
ian^ very dlflerent from ihofc they 
made, and that if they had fuch a 
one, they would clothe him in the 
hncfl fables, and the fkin of the black 
fox. They then a Iked if it was to 
be fold 't but it was taken out of their 
fight to put an end to their idola¬ 
trous behaviour. 

Thefe OJtiacs marryasmanywives 
O- ^ |;hey can maintain, and make no 
fcruple to wed with their neareft re¬ 
lations. When death fnatches a 
friend from them, they lament about 
the body for fome days without ceaf- 
ing, with their head covered up, and 
on their knees, without feeing any 
body, and then they carry it to the 
grave upon poles. They are very 
poor, and in fummer live in mife- 
hutSi but they might cafily 
better their condition, the country 
TJ^oby ^hout the Ohy aflTording plenty of 
ab<»adi furs, and the river itfelf fiore of iidi. 


to? 

and efpeciaJly Hurgeon, a foore of 1692; 
the largeft of which they will give 
for three penny-tvorth of tobacco. 

But they arc too lazy to work, and 
feck after no ntore than what may 
ferve them for a miferable fobliftence 
in the winter. 

They eat hardly any thing but filh 
when they travel,and cfpeclally when 
they are filhing. They are of mid¬ 
dling ftature, with hair cither fair or 
red, and with broad Hat faces and 
nofes. They are not at all given to 
war, and know nothing of the ufe of 
arms; iho’ they have both bows and 
arrows for hunting, bur they are not 
dextrous with them. They covet m J^t/t 
themfelves with the Ikins of certain 
fi(h, and particularly with chat of *' 
the Burgeon, and have no manner 
of 1 innen. Their Backings and flioes 
are all of a piece, and over all they 
wear a Ihorr kind of loofe waiBcoat, 
to which they faBen a kind of cap, 
which they pull over their head 
when it rains. Their Bioes which 
are alfo of HBi Bdn, are not water* 
proof, fo that they are always wec 
Ihod, Without any feeming pain, 
they undergo all the rigors of a moft 
frightful cold upon the water, clad 
no other wife than has been defer ibed, 
except the winter prove a very hard 
one indeed, and in that cafe they 
put on two of the loofe waiBcoars 
above. And when this happens, it 
is a kind of an tera with them, a Ik¬ 
ing each other, if they do not re¬ 
member the winter when they wore 
two waiBooatsf They wear bur 
one when they hunt in winter, 
and never cover their breafts, ima¬ 
gining they fball fufficlencly hear 
themfelves with running up and 
down on the foow with Hedge fhoes. 

But when they happen to be 
taken with an extraordinary froB.j^^, 
w'hich they are unable to wlthftand, 
they Brip themfelves as fall as they 
can, and bury themfelves deep in 
the fnow, that they may dye the 
fooner, and with the left pain. 

Much 







Much as the men drefe, fo drefs 
the women, whofc chief diverfion is 
hunting the bear, Upon this occa- 
oilhc3 fioiL they go in companies, but arm- 
nootherwife than with a kind of 
aitmrtbQ^ (liarp knife made fad to the end of 
ftaff about fix foot long. When 
tddifiKM. killed a bear, they cut off 

his head, and hanging it up to a tree, 
they run about it, and pay it great 
honours. The lame they do about 
his body, alki^ him, tVbo wtfj it 
killed tliie ? Tb^ jRa^rer, fay they 
them lei ves, Wbo^as it cut tfy 
bctid^ It was the ax of a RuU^n. 
Who ript up thy kllyf ’'Twas the 
knife of a Ruffan. In a word,what¬ 
ever they do to this creature, they 
throw upon die RjAffimt. 

Pup They have petty Princes among 
Qjjg Qf which called Knez. 
Kurza Aluganak came on board to 
fee Mr. Isfrants. This man was ap¬ 
pointed over fome hundreds of cab- 


bins, and gathered the tribute thefe 
people are obliged to pay to hhCza- 
rian Maje%’s waiwodcs. He came 
with all his train f brought him a 
prefent of freflt filh, and returned 
with an exchange of brandy and to¬ 
bacco, with which he feemed to be 
highly pleafed. He came a Iccond 
lime to invite this mlnifter to his 
palace i and Mr*having them, , 
CunoGty to accept of this invifadoti, 
he wcrit and was received by the*^^^''^* 
Knez himfclfjWho in perfon did the 
honours of his houfe, into which he 
conduaed him. It was made of the 
barb ol ITOS, like the other cab-jr^ 
bins, but not extremely well fewed®*""^'^^^ 
mgrthtr. M, (. «»». 

four of this Prince’s wi.« ,h. 

youngefl had on , red clm^! 

1“f “tJand 
glaft atout h« neck and her tvaift 
« alfo in Ihe itelfe of |,„ hair, which 
hung down on each fide, and upon 

her 
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t6g2, her {houTders i Hie had great rings or priefls. Their boats are niade of the 1692. 
buckles in her ears^ from whence bark of trees, and the timbers and''^’‘*YXj 
hung brings of coral beads. Thefe frame-work within of ve^ flight 
LadieSj each of ihem^ oflered him pieces of wood. They are two or 
a little tub, made of bark, full of three fathom In length,and not above 
dryd fifhj, and the youngell a tub of an ell broad j and yet they make a 
flurgeon* yellow as gold itlclf} In fhift to live it out In very bad wca- 
return for which he regaled them thcr. In winter thefe O^iaci live 
with brandy and tobacco, which are under ground, with an hole at the^'^.'"'"”* 
7J,great delicacies with them. This top of their caves for the fmoke 
mttrt. cabbin had no other furniture than go out at. When it fnows, and they 
fome cradJes, and trunks made of fleep naked about the fire, as their 
bark, in which were their beds, full cuflom is, it often happens that they 
of wood-dull, as foft as down itfelf. have one half of the body covered 
The ^cradles were at the end of the with fnow, and when they awake, 

, Cabbin, full of naked children, and they turn themfelves on the other 
the fire was in the midft. There fide towards the fire, and feel noin~ 
was no kitchen utenfils, fave one convenience by it. 
copper kettle, and fome others of When it happens that an Is 74#,Wfa. 
bark, which they can never ufe, jealous of his w ife, he cuts away fame 
but when there is no flame. fur from the belly of a bear, and 

j^T^! When they finoak, to which they carries it co the perfon he fufpefls to 
arc much addijSed, both men and he great with his wife. When the 
women, they take a mouthful of party is innocent, he accepts itj but 
water,and fwallow the fmoke of the when he is guilty, he fairly owns ic, 
tobacco with it. This affedis them and comes to an amicable agreement 
in fuch fort, that they fall down, with the hufband for the price of his 
and lye for fome time on the ground wife. Nor dare they a£l other wife, 
infenfible, with their eyes open, and perfuaded, chat if any man Ihould 
foaming at the mouth like ihofe in prefume to accept of the hair, and 
the falling ficknefs; fome of them at the fame rime be guilty, the bear 
even dye in this condition; fome- from whom the hair is cut, would 
times they fall into the river, or in- devour him before three days were 
to the fire, and there come to a mi- at an end. Upon the fame occafions, 
ierablc end, and fometimes they are they alfo prefent bows and arrows, 
quire fuffocated to death with this hatchers and knives, not doubting 
fmoke. , but thofe who accept them under the 

Tirti-iBtf.. They fall into a great paflion, if circumilances of guilt, mull come 
"' any mention be made of their rela- to an untimely end in a few days, 
lions, nor can they bear to hear This is what they unanimoufly af- 
them fo much as named, tho* they firm, and is confirmed by ihe Ri^- 
may have been dead for a long time, am who live in thofe parts: but e- 
They ate abfoiurely ignorant of eve- nough has been faid of the OJliaci, 
ry thing that has palled in the world The banks of the O^y, inhabited hy Tit hah 
before their time, and know not ei- them, lyc uncultivated from the 
ther howto reader to write. They quite to the river of Tifij, becaufeof^V 
in no degree apply them lei ves to the the excefilve cold, whence they pro- 
culture of the earth, tho* they are duce neither corn nor honey, nor 
remarkably fond of bread. ought elle of fruit but the cones of 

They have neither temples nor cedars. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Arrival at Makofskoi upon the Keta. of Pravijions. 

Departure from Makofskoi. Defcription of the Keta. 
Journey continued by land. Arrival at Jeni^eskoi. D^- 
fcription of that town. 


, TTAving for fome weeks navjga- 

v?j XT- 

Hf itm/ti tJjiQe aiTlOTIg the Mr. libra/^H^ 

^ upon the jirfi of ^tpiember^ arrived 
at the town of Keetiksi upon the 
Keta^ which falls north-weft into 
the Oby j upon the twmiy'tighth^ 
he came to the monaftery of St. Srr- 
giui't and upon the third of OSfober 
to the village of tVarozeikifi^ where 
DtMit tf the fame day died of a fever, ythn 
w»jhii Weitfd of Skppic^ a painter, 

firvaittt. 

jerh/iiat upon the feventb of OBder, he 
Makoffitoi j^^ppj[y arrived at Mok^skoif where 
he buried the faid Weltfti upon sn 
eminence on the river fide. He was 
more tired, and fuffered more pain 
upon this river, than in all the reft 
of his journey; for he was five weeks 
ingoing up it, without letting eyes 
on a foul, except fome Ofiiacs^ who 
immediately ran into the woods, 
Thefc Q/?M«are different from thofc 
along the banks of the O^, and 
fpeak another language, but are as 
much idolaters as they . 
imttuvtni- He fuffered much In this paffage 
ttK^ujen forwent ofproviiiong, and cfpecial- 
th* Kch. jy fupplies 

from the time he left Tehi, except* 
ing now and then fome ftefh fifti. 
Tho’ it muft be confefted, he would 
not at this time have been in want, 
had he been lefs liberal to the poor 
Ojiiacs he had in his veffei, who 
fometimes towed her, tho* they 
would have deferted their work, if 
they had not been well looked after j 
for they were quite tired out, and 
accordingly deferted every day. And 
at lafl: they were fo thoroughly fpent, 
that they muft have funk under It, 
if help had not come from the go¬ 
vernor of Jenizesksij who upon ap¬ 
plication, immediately fenc to this 


Minifter's afliftance, or he muft 1692. 
have flopped 30 leagues (horc of ^^vs/ 
Makofthoi^ and have b«n expofed to 
the danger of perifhing among the 
ice and mows i the banks of the Ke¬ 
ta being fo far deft i cute of inhabitants. 

He bad fcarce got from this vit- 
lage, when this river, which is notA«* 
navigable in winter, began to be 
taken by the froft. It runs through 
a country full of woods and thickets, 
and winds, fo as frequenily toaftonifh 
the traveller, when at night he per¬ 
ceives how near he is to the place 
he left at noon. This country 
abounds with heath-game, pheafants 
and partridges, and a pleafurc it is to 
fee tnem in docks drinking morn and 
even, upon the banks of the river, 
where, as you paft by, you may kill 
what number you pleafc, which 
proved a great help to them in the 
ftiortning of their provifions. The 
foil here produces goofberries, both 
red and black, as alfo ftrawberries 
and raiberriesi but the river affords 
no great ft ore of fifli. 

Near this place, in the mountains Tutb 
to the north-eaft, they find the [eeth^"!^'*' 
and bones of a creature they cal! a 
Mamttiut^ and efpecially upon the 
hanks of the Rivers of ‘Jenijia^ of 
^rugartt of Mm\gantjia^ and of Lana^ 
near yabuttkd^ and quite to the icy 
ocean. And this chiefly happens when 
a great Thaw has’flooded this iaft 
river, and the ice has torn away 
earth from the fides of the hills. 

Then in this earth frozen aim oft 
quite to the bottom, they find car- 
caffes of this creature j and crpecially 
when the thaw is not cxtreamly 
great Indeed. A perlbn who attended 
on the envoy, and who had been fe- 
veral years imployed in this refearch, 
affured him he had found the head 

of 
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1692. of one of iheJe Mammuti in fuch 
thawed grounds; that having fpllt it 
and opened it, he found the flefli ai- 
mofl ail puirihed, with teeth kick¬ 
ing out like thofe of an elephant^ 
and lb fad fet that he had mucli 
ado to pull them out. That after¬ 
wards meeting with a fore-quarter 
of this crearure, he carried a bone 
of it to die city of ^rugsn^ and that 
this bone was as thick as the mid¬ 
dle of an ordinary man, and in a 
wprd, that he obferved fomething 
that had the refemblance of blood 
about the neck of this creature. 
Diftrtnt There are dlfFereni opinions con- 
ihis animal. The yakutei^ 
^ iian- Tuf^ujh and O^wcf maintain he ne- 
wat. yee comes for tit from the bafom of 
the earth) and that he moves from 
place to place under ground. They 
even fay they fee the earth rife and 
fink in when he is in morion, fo 
that he leaves a confide table trench 
behind him. They a dure moreover, 
that he dies as loon as he fees the 
light, that he never appears above 
the furface but by accident, whence 
it Is that he is found dead upon 
high banks, and that he is never 
fecn alive. 

nttfiwitt, Rt/^a/tSt who have been 

#/W/#Ruf.now a long time in St&ersat believe 
thefe Mammuu arc creatures like 

ttTtaaz ibt . 1 1 . 

elephants, except that their teeth arc 
more hooked and cloler. They fay 
there was of them tn this country 
before the flood, the climate in thoic 
early days being warmer than at 
prefenc; and that their dead bodies 
being born away by the waters of 
the deluge, were buried deep in the 
earth, and that the froft which has 
fo conflamly and in ten fly frozen them 
up, has preferved them from utter 
decay, and in fliorr, that it is owing 
to thaws they ever appear in light, 
which bids fair enough to be the cafe. 
Nor indeed is it neceflary to make 
this our, for us to fuppofe there has 
been any alteration in the climate of 
thefc pans, feeing that thefe bodies 
may have been brought hither by 
the waters which covered the whole 
face of the earth at that time. 
When the teeth of this creature have 
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been a whole fummer expofed on 169a, 
the fliore, they hnd them fplit'-'\^ 
and black, and then they are good 
for nothing, whereas thole chat are 
entire and clean, areas good as ivory. 

They carry them to all parts of Muf- 
cmiy^ where they make combs of 
them, and other pieces of work. 

The fame fervanc cold hitn, that Pr«£^m 
he had found two teeth, in one 
the fame head, which weighed a bo 
twelve hundred weight of RuUtHy or 
about four hundred weiglit German^ 
lb that thefe creatures mull be of 
enormous dimenfions. For the reft. 

Mr. libranUt fays, he never met 
with any body that had ever feenone 
0f thefe alive, nor ever any 

one that could give him an cxa€t de¬ 
fer] pt ion of their form. 

When this Gentleman had reach- Hr rwu- 
edthe village of he wouldT^'^'* 

no longer expofc himfelf to perils ^ 

the water, and rcJblved to perform 
the reft ofhis journey by land. Ha¬ 
ving travelled dxteen leagues in this 
manner, he, upon xh^tweiftb of Oc‘ at 
tobtr came to jenizesksif where he j|^'®^‘ 
ft a id fome time to repole himfelf, 
and to wait for the fettling of the 
winter feafon, that he might conti¬ 
nue his journey in a (ledge. In the 
mean time he made preparation of 
every thing he might want, and had 
time enough to examine into every 
thing remarkable in the city, 

It borrows its name from the n-J>tfiriptm 
ver of which ariling 

the fouih) crol^s the Kafmuc moun¬ 
tains, and holds on almoft in a ftrait 
line to the northward, till it dtlem- 
bogues irftlf into the icy lea of Ttfr- 
taryy but not after the manner of 
the Qby^ which difeharges itlelf into 
the bofom of its own waters, and 
runs from them into the fea. It is 
a full quarter of a league broad at this 
town. Its water is white and light, 
but produces no great quanuty of 
fi(h. About (even years ago the in¬ 
habitants of this place fitted out a 
(hip to go upon the whale-fi(heryi 
but (he never returned, nor have 
they ever had any news of her fince. 

But the inhabitants of Fugumat a 
town farther down the river, fend 

(hips 
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1692. ^h^ps every yur upon that expedite 
t>''VN,’oni however, they time ft better 
than the others did, and confider when 
the wind blows the ice olFthe Ihore, 
and fo filh with fafety. The city of 
yenizeikoi is indifferently large, well 
fortided, and welt peopled. Corn, 
butcher^s meat, and poultry abound 
there. Its jurifdiftion extends over a 
great number of the heathen "Tun^ 


guftif who inhabit along the JeniJaf 169a. 
and the ^ungmka^ and the neigh* ^ 
bourhood about. They pay rhelr 
tribute to his Czarlan Majcfly in all 
forts of furs, The cold is here fo 
intenfe, chat the fruit-trees here pro¬ 
duce no fruit. They have nothing 
of the kind but red and black goofe- 
berries, and ibme ffrawberries. 




CHAP. XXIIL 


Departure from Jenizeskoi. Arrmal at the ifie of Ribnoi 5 at 
lUnskoi; ard to the fall or cataraSl of Shamanskoi, or 
the Magician. Defeription of the Tungufes, 


1693. 

Dtfarftirt 
yrew jeni- 

ttrrivtd af 

Rtbfifii. 


Ai fllof- 
koi. 


Shamnr- 
koi AT tht 
isrrtnt a/ 
fbi M&gi- 


T he Envoy departed from Je- 
nizesksi in a fledge, and upon 
the twetitieib 0 f yanuary^ 1693, a r- 
rived ai the iflandof Ribmi or ofFiJh. 
It fUndsiti the middle of the river of 
Tungmkdj and abounds in fifh, efpe- 
daily in fturgeon and pike, of extra¬ 
ordinary fize, and Is almoft wholly 
inhabited by Ru^mni, Upon the 
twenty-fifth he arrived at lUrnkm^ 
upon the river of 7 /ot', which rifes to 
the fouth-fouth-weftward, and dif- 
charges itfelf into the Tutguritf, 
north-north-weft. To this place 
there are both RuJJians and I'ungufei 
upon the banks of this river. 

At fome days journey from hence, 
you meet with the great fall, cata- 
rad, or torrent of water of Sba- 
manskoif or the Magician, fo called 
from a famous Shaman or Magician 
who there takes up his abode. The 
fall of this torrent Is half a league 
in extent, and the fides are high hills 
of rock, and all the bottom is rock: 
Terrible it is to behold, as may be 
perceived by the plate annexed ■, and 
makes a moft frightful noifeas it falls 
among the rocks, fome of which ap¬ 
pear above, and fome are concealed 
below. When the air is Hill, it is 
heard at the dtftance of three Ger- 
OTijn leagues around. 


The veffelft wherewith they navi- | rg.,, 
gate up this torrent, are often fix or U^VVI 
feven, days in getting up, altho’ they f* 
be quite light, and drawn up by cap-^|i7£ 
flanes, windlaflK, anchors and 
Sometimes it happens that they fhall fil, 
work a whole day, in places where^” " 
the water is low, and the rocks are 
high, and not gain the length of 
the veffel, which is all the time in 
great danger. 

They unlade thefc veflels to go 
down, as well as to go up this tor¬ 
rent, and carry the goods by land 
till there is no longer any danger; 
and the fall is fo precipitate, that 
they are Icldom above twelve mi¬ 
nutes in going down. For the reft, 
there are but few either of the Ruf- 
fiam or the that arc quite 

dextrous at this piece of navigation, 
tho' they are provided with a rudder 
both fore and aft, and tho’ they 
have oars fhipped on each fide. The 
fteerfman direfts the men at the oars 
with the motion of an handkerchief, 
the noife being fo rude and boifte- 
rous, as to drown the human voice; 
and bcfides this, they take care to 
have their vcfTcl clofe covered up to 
prevent their fhippfng the water 
that goes over them. However, there 
happens every year fome fad acci- 
^ dent 
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CORNEI, lUS LE BRUYK 


1693. dent or other for want of fkilfol pi- 
who run upon the rocks, in 
“h which cafe there is no refource, and 
they arc either fwallowed up by the 
f*' furious torrent, or Inevirabiv dafh- 


*'3 


ten.' ' torrent, or Inevitably dafh 

cd to pieces againft the rocks: nor 
is it cafy to recover the dead bodies 
ofthofefo loftj tho’ on the Ihore 
are many crofles cre< 3 ed at the pla¬ 
ces where fuch wrecks have happen¬ 
ed, and where the people have been 
buried. The water that flows hither 
from the northern ocean fwells this 
torrent in winter to that degree, that 
it is difhculc to difeern any fall, fo 
that it was formerly crofled in fledges, 
but in fummer it is very low. 

Tiuigorci Some leagues from hence are 
w™" ^ungufts, and their fa- 

amm. Sfjaman or Magician. The 

great reputation of this impoftor ex¬ 
cited (he curiofity of the Envoy to 
go to the place of his abode. He 
lays, he was a large made man, pret¬ 
ty far advanced in years, that he 
had twelve wives, and bluflied not 
his profeffion. This Shaman 
^Thewed his magical habit, and every 
article clfc he ufed in ailing the 
magician: Firft a garment all hung 
about with irons, reprefenting the 
figures of all forts of animals, birds, 
ravens, fifhes, owls, griffins, hatch¬ 
ets, fa ws, fabres, knives, and the like, 
which made a ftrange fort of clinking 
and noifo. His feet and his legs 
were covered with the fame, and his 
hand with two great bears paws 
made of iron. His cap was alfo hung 
with pieces of iron like his gown^ 
and upon his fore-head he had a 
large pair of horns of the rein-deer, 
ftew tt made alfo of iron. When he exer- 
lijs diabolical arr, he takes a 
drum in his left hand, and a flat 
fort of flick in his right, covered 
with the fkin of the mountain 
moufe; then jumping firft upon one 
fiwr, and then upon the other, the 
pieces of iron make a moft frighful 
din 5 he beats upon his drum at the 
lame time, and rolls his eyes, and 
imitates the noife of a bear. This 
fine prelude over, he demands his 
rewards before he ftirs a ftep farther, 
towards the difeovery of what the 
VoL. 1. 


Tuvgufei want to know of him, 1693. 
whether it be to help them to any 
thing that has been ftollerr, or to tell 
them any thing elfc they want of 
him. This done, he begins to fkip 
and to cry out again, till he perceives 
a blackbird perched upon his cabbin 
at the place where the fmoke goes 
out j laftly, he falls backward, as if 
deprived of his fcnles, and the bird 
flics away again. In about a quarter 
of an hour's time he recovers him- 
folf, and declares what he was dc- 
fired to tell, and what he fays never 
fails to happen. The dre^ of this 
magician is fo heavy, that it is as 
much as a man can do to lift k up 
with one hand. This man was very Kktm sf 
rich in cattle, and thole who carne^^^ 
to confulc him, gave him whatever^^^"' 
he had a mind to afk. 

Thefc 'Tungufes of Nifmkr^ arez>,f^^r,/r/«, 
heathens, robuft, and well made of 9*^ 
body. They wear their long black 
hair, knotted behind, and which falls 
down upon their back like a horfe's 
tail; their face is generally broad, 
but their nofe is not flat, and they 
have little eyes like the Kalmua. 

Both men and women go naked in *{htk drtfi 
futnmer, excepting a leather about 
tbeir middle which conceals their 
privities, and is fomewhat like a 
fringe: The women wear their hair 
drefled up with coral, to which they 
hang little iron figures. Upon their 
left arm they carry a kind of pot 
full of a fmoaking wood, which 
keeps the flies from biting them. 

Thcfo ttifefls lb fwarm upon the ri¬ 
ver of 'Tttngmka^ that a man is obli¬ 
ged to cover over his face and his 
hands; but thefc pagans arc lb ufed 
to them, that they hardly feel them. 

They are fond of bcaury, hut have 
very odd notions about what it is j 
for TO add thereto they quilt their^^^,^^ 
forehead, their cheeks and thetr chin 
with thread ftceped in a black greafc, 
which being afterwards withdrawn, 
leaves marks behind it, which are 
thought to be very great ornaments. 

And indeed, there arc few of this 
people without them, but you will 
have a dearer idea of this matter by 
confolting the plate annexed. 
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Ibfirjrtft winter they wear undrcfTed 
fjT v/initr. ikins of the rein-deer, adorning the 
fore-part with horfc-hair, and the 
bottom with d^s-lkin^ they have 
no ufe either of linen or woollen ^ 
they make ihcmfcives a kind of rib¬ 
bon and thread of fifli-lkin. Upon 
their heads alfo they wear the ikin 
of rein-deer with the horns on, and 
particularly when they arc about to 
hunt liiat creature, whom by that 
means they get near, gliding along 
upon the grafs, till they are within 
reach, when they feldom foil to dif- 
parch him with their arrows. 

Di'strfim, When they would divert chem- 
felvcs, they form a ring, while one 
is in the midft of them with a fttck 
in his hand, with which he endea¬ 
vours to ftrike the tegs of the red 
as they run round him, and they a- 
void a blow ib artfully, that it is 
but fcldom any of them feel the 
cudgel j but ifat any time it happen 
that one of them receives a blow. 


he is immediately ducked in the 
river. 

They place the bodies of their 
dead dark naked under a tree, and 
there leave ihem to rot, after which 
they bury their bones in the ground 
They have no priefts befidcs their 
Sbaman or Magician; but they 
have all of them wooden idols 
their cabbins. Thcle idols arc about 
half an cJJ in length, and in human 
Oiape, and thcle they pretend to feed 
with the bed they have like the 
Opaci, and with as tittle clcanlineTs- 
Their cabbins, which are 
or the bark of birch, arc, on ths^ 
outfidc, adorned with rails and mains""^* 
of horfes, with their bows and ar. 
rows, and mod of them with the 
dead ho^es of puppies hong about 
them. They feed upon ftlh in fum- 
mcr, and have boats of the bark of 
together, big enough to 
holdi^enor eight perlbnsi they arc 
long, narrow, and without benches. 

4 They 
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1693, They row upon their knees with a fmall. They fi(h in fumnaer, and 1693. 
double paddle or oar, which they hunt in winter, during which they 
hold by the middle, and handle very feed upon deer of fevcral forts, and 
dextroufly* dipping all at once, the like, 
as well upon great rivers 


as 


upon 




CHAP. XXIV. 

Ar'^ival at Buratskoi, and at Bulaganskoi, Deferipthn sf the 
Burates, &c. Arrival at Jekiitskoi j a Dferiptton of it. 
A burning Cavern. Departure from Arrival 

at the Lake of Baikal. Defcrlption of that Lake^ &c. 


Arfn;aiai T TjP O N thc firjl of February^ the 

Bur»bkoi. Envoy arrived at thc fortrefs 
of Buratskoiy upon the river Angara^ 
which falls into the lake of BaikaK 
and is well inhabited by a people that 
are heathens, and call^ Burata. 

Arrivalei Upoo the eievcntb^ be arrived at 
bulaganskoi ^ where alfo the vales 
and low country are inhabited by 
thefe Buraus, a people rich in cattle. 
Their beeves are very thick of hair, 
and their cabbins are low, made of 
wood, and covered with earth: They 
light their Are in the middle, and the 
fmoke goes out of a hole in the top 
of the building. They have no no¬ 
tion of agriculture, or of fruit 
grounds or gardens; and their villa¬ 
ges arc for the inoA part on the (ides 
of rivers, whence they are not ufed 
to remove like the Tungnjts, and o- 
thers of the heathen. On one fide 
of their doors, they have (takes plant¬ 
ed in thc ground, upon which they 
impale .goats or (heep, and faften 
thereto alfo the (kins of horfos. 

In thc fpring, they meet together 
in great numE>ers on horleback, to 
Jiunt the ftag, the rein-deer, and o- 
thcr wild beafTs which they call 
lavo. When they have (ight of them 
at a dlAance, they divide ihemfclves 
into troops and furround them; then 
they drive them together into a ctofo 
body by degrees, and in this manner 
frequently hedge in fomc hundreds of 
them, which ihcyrtioot with their 


arrows, when they ate within reach; 
fo that few of them efoape, every 
Jportfman being provided with thir¬ 
ty arrows. 

When they have finilhed the chafe, 
during which it fometimes happensir^i /^irr 
that they wound each other in the*’'^- 
confufion of thc arrack, and Dioot 
their horfes, they look our, every 
one for his arrows, which they 
ways mark and then they flea tV^W^ 
game, drying the flefo of it, which 
they divide from the bones, in the 
fun: And when this Acre is near 
upon exhauAed, they return again 
CO their fporc. This country fwarms 
with fallow-deer, and efpecially in 
wild (heep, which upon the moun¬ 
tains arc met with by ihoufands. 

But there are few or no creatures that 
afford furs for 5 or 6 leagues abour, 
excepting feme bears and fome 
wolves. 

When it happens that among this 
people you want oxen, or camels to 
travel with to Chifnj, you mu ft agree 
with them for goods in exchange ; 
they have no notion of money in 
coin. They truck with you for pale 
(ables, pewter or copper bafons, red 
cloths of Hamburgh, ottsT'ikmSf (iiks 
o^Pet^a o( all forts of colours, and 
gold and filver in ingots. In this 
manner you may buy an ox, which 
drelTcd, would weigh from 800 to 
j000 weight, for the value of 
or five rubles j and a camel for the«rt/f/ 

value 
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o-'J^'bemg bcre cftimatcd at five livers as 

inbabiiants of tbii 
country, as well men as ivomen, are 
m&r robuft and large of ftacure ;haveatacc 

handfomc enough m their way, and 
fomewhat rcfembling the Tartars of 
C/jirta. In the winter-time, both 
(he one and the other wear gowns of 
fiieep-flLin. with a great girdle, and 
a cap called Malacba^jcn, which 
comes over their ears ; and in fum- 
mer they wear gowns of an ugly fort 
of a red clodi. For the reft, as they 
never wafti but upon the day they 
comeimo the world, and never pare 
their nails at all, they, if the 
fion may be allowed, lookUke a kind 

of Devils* t 1 u - 

The men wear a beard under their 

chin but pluck out all the reft ; 
the feams of their cloaths are adorn¬ 
ed withfursi their caps are of fox- 
fkin } their gowns of a blue-cotton 
ftufF, pleated in the rniddle, and their 
boots arc of fkins with the hair out- 
ermoft. The women wear coral, 
rings, and pieces of money in ^ the 
-^l^cftes of their hair *, and the hair of 
girls or maideni is‘in fnakes, that 
f^y look like furies, 

‘ The women have their hair fal- 
tf's'^llng down on each fide, and adorned 
^11 of figures in pewicr s 
and when they dye, they bury them 
■with their heft cloaths, and a bow 
and an arrow. Their only worjhip 
is to make certain motions of the 
head, ar certain times of the year, 
to the goats and fheep that arc im¬ 
paled at their doors. The fame ho¬ 
nour they pay to the fun and moon, 
but upon their knees, with their hands 
joined together, iho* without faying 
a word, or ufing any fort of verbal 
invocation. They have priefts, which 
they put to death whenever they 
pleafe, and then bury them with 
money and cloaths, that they may 
go before them, and pray for them. 
no fkfo When they are under a neceflity 
ouhm thoyai taking an oath among ihcmfelvcs, 
^ they repair to the lakcofBiJiM up- 
on ^ highmountaini which bfacred 
with them, and which they may 
reach In two days journey *. They 
4 


are perfuaded they fhouU never 1693- 
comedown again alive, if they 
a falfe oath. This mountain has 
for a long feries of years paft been in 
high veneration with them, and up¬ 
on Ir they make frequent offerings of 
cattle. 

In thefe parts they have the mulcc™/-rtf 
creature, like thofe to be feen in the^J" 
plate. It is not very unlike a deer 
without horns, but is darker, and 
wlih ^ hc3id not verjf unlike itichc^d 
of a wolf. His mulk is contained 
in a fmall bladder at the navel, co¬ 
vered with a little fort of down. 

The Cbinife call It Tibiam or the 
mu{k-dcer j hut befides that he has 
not the head of a deer, his tecrh arc 
Ukcthctulksof a wild boar, except 
that they arc hooked. 

Martini t in hhCbintfi atlas, oh It it nut 
ferves, that this creature, is in the^^.^** 
country of JCani^i in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the city of Lraff 1 in that of 
XeTJxi, and particularly in that of 
Hmebar^u j in the country of 
Sttebuen ■, in that of Pamif^fay and 
in the neighbourhood of Kiatingt 
and the fotircfsofTiJJKi'Uf^j in ma¬ 
ny parts of the territory of Junan, 
and other places to the weftvvard. 

The defeription he gives of it is 
curious enough: » The mufle <^ca- 
mre, (ays hCj is not very unlike a 
“ young deer ; but he is of a deeper 
colour, and fo lazy, that it is as 
much as the hunters can do to 
** roufe him, fo that he fuffers his 
“ throat to be cut without the Icaft 
“ ftruggle or refiftancei they fave 
« his blood, and are careful to keep 
** if. Under his navel, he has a 
*' fmall bladder full of blood, and a 
** certain coagulated and odoriferous 
** fluid i this they take from liim* 

'* then they fktn him and cut him in 
“ pieces. 

•* In order to make the beft musk,Rr/ fkt 
1* the take the hind quarters?^""*- 

of this creature, from the kidneys, 
which they bray with a little 
*'■ blood in a ftone mortar, nill the 
“ whole become a jelly, which they 
“ dry, and vvith it fill liiilc cods, 

** made of the skin of this famecrea- 
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If they would have it of an in¬ 
ferior degree, tho' at the fame time 
** genuine and very good, they with- 
** out didindrion pound and bray all 
“ the parts of this creature t<^cchcr, 
and reducing them to the confift* 
** ence before-mentioned, which they 
'* mix with a little blo(^, they fill 
cods with it as before. 
mrJ/frt, “ Befidcs thefe two forts, they 
** have a third, much eftcemed alfo, 
tho’ not fo pure and good as the 
** former. This is made of the fore- 
quarters of this creature, that is, 
** from the head to the kidneys, 
which together with the rcft,lerve 
“ to make common musk, fo that 
** no part is loft, and all is good." 
For the reft the Envoy pretends not 
to fay, whether or no the Buratet^ 
and the other favages their neigh¬ 
bours, pradtifo with this creature, as 
the Cl»nefe do. 

Arrivalat Having made fome ft ay among 
p^pie he went to JekutsiBi. 
(^upon the river of Aagardt^ which 
riles from the lake of Baikal^ about 
8 leagues off. This town, which, 
has been but lately built, is flanked 
with good towers. Its fuburbs are 
very large, and corn, lair, bucebers- 
meat and fifh, are there fo cheap, 
that they do not give above feven 
pence for an hundred weight of bar¬ 
ley, German weight. The country 
about is very fertile, and abounds in 
grain as far as Wergokmkoi^ which is 
only fome leagues diftanc. The 
Ru^ans in thefe parts have fome 
hundreds of villages, and are very 
careful to cultivate the land. 

A bar • Oppofite to this town, to the eaft. 
taw. ™*ward, there is a burning cavern, 
which has belched forth flame with 
a degree of violence for fome time 
paft, but at prelent nothing appears 
from it but a little fmoke. The fire 
came out by a large fiffure, which 
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continues to be hot, as may be cx- (693, 
perienced by thrufting a long ftick 
into it. 

There is alfo a fine monaftery on 
one fide of this town, In the place 
where the yakut^ whence it derives 
its name, falls into the dingara. In 
thefe parts they feel great earth¬ 
quakes, during the autumn fcafon, 
but they never do any damage. 

Plere the Envoy met with a ^aif- Taf/j/d tr 
ebay or a Lord of the MmigaleSy^^ft* 
who had fubmitted hlmfelf 10 the 
proiedion of their Czarian Majefties, 
and had embraced the Cbrtfiian faith 
after the Greek rite. 

This Lord had a After who was 
nun after the Mor^ale profeflioii,*'""^'*' 
who had alfo lud fome inclination 
become a Chriftlan. When ftie was^ 
calked to about it, fhe would fay 
(he was convinced that the God of 
the Chriftlans muft be a very mighty 
God, feeing he had driven theirs 
from out of paradife : Thar, how- 
ever, a time would come, when he 
would return thither again, and that 
he would not be expelled a fecond 
time. When any of thefe religious 
or devoted wontencome into a room, 
they do not falute any body, contrary 
to the cuftom of the Mimgaleti their 
order not indulging them in that fort 
of complaifance. She had a ft ring of 
beads iii her hand, which fhe was con¬ 
tinually counting with her fingers, 
and was attended by a Lama, or Mw- Lama er 
^jj/eprieft, who had a ftring of beads Monpie 
alfo in his hand, after the manner^"^’ 
of the MbngaUs and Kalmucs, which 
he continually counted with her, 
and was continually moving his lips 
as a perfon that prayed to himfolfi 
and had fo worn bis thumb, his nail, 
and Joints of his fingers, with curn- 
iijg and telling his beads, that he 
had toft all feeling in them. 
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The Envoy having refted himfelf 
* fome lime at yekutih'h upon the 
kutikoi. Jirjl of May d^arted thence in a 
iledge, and croffed the country, to 
rhe lake of Baikah where upon the 
Unth he arrived, and found it frozen 
over ftill. 

Having croffed it, he came into 
BnJiu] the country of Kafsma, This lake 
Afin'M. jj about 6 German leagues in breadth, 
and 40 in length, and the ice upon 
it was 2 Duicb ells in thicknelsj 
tho’ it be very dangerous, when it 
happens to fnow, and the wind high 
at the fame time. Care muft par¬ 
ticularly be taken that the horfes be 
very well fliod for the purpofe, be- 
caule the ice is very fmoorh and flip- 
pety, and becaufe the fnow is always 
driven off from it by the wind. 
AttiJtnti There are in it alfo great holes, very 
dangerous for travellers, when the 
* wind is high, and the horfes are not 
properly mod, and Into which they 


are frequently forced. The ice here 
alfo fometimes cracks with the vio¬ 
lence of guffs, and with a nolle like 
thunder; but Is never long before it 
joins and knits together again. 

The camels and oien ufed in the 
journey to China^ muff crols this^s/jf 
lake as they go from 
that they may be able fo to do, theciM. 
former have boors put on them, 
which boots are ffiod for the ice, 
and very ffiarp irons are put upon 
the hoofs of the others, without 
which they would not be able to 
ffand upon this fmoorh flippery fur- 
face. For the reft, the water of this 
lake is very fweet, tho' at a diffance 
it appears to be as green and as clear 
as the ocean. In the breaks of the 
ice it has numbers of feals, which 
arc black, whereas thofe iri the white 
fea are of a mixed colour. This 
lake is full of fith, and particularly 
fwarmswithfturgeon and pike, fome 
I of 




















CORNELIUS 


L E B R U Y R 


1693. of which are of fuch fize, as to weigh 
two hundred of German weigh r. The 
only river that goes out of this Lke 
is the j^ngara, which runs to the 
north-north'weft ; but there are fe- 
veral that fall into it, the chief of 
which is the Stffnga, which rifes to 
the fouthward in the country of the 
MongaUs ; belides fome brooks and 
rills that fall into it from the rocks, 
nor is it without fome iflands. Its 
borders, and the country round a- 
bouc, arc inhabited by Burates^ Mm- 
galei^ and Onkotei, and produce ve¬ 
ry fine black iablesj befides chat 
they here fometimes take a creature 
called Kaberdiner, 

Strait It is particularly obfcrvable, with 

when you 

iait. are near it, on the fide of the mo- 
naftery of St. Nubolas, which ft and 3 
in the place where the Jngara goes 
out of the lake, the inhabitants are 
very fcrupuloully cautious in advl- 


119 

fing all travellers chat are to crofs 
the Jake, by no means whatfoever to ^^93* 
call it by the name of Ofer or StiU- 
Water, but a lake; for fear they pe¬ 
ri fh by the violence of a ftorni, as 
many have before them, who have 
been fa indifereet as to call it Ofer \ 
a caution which appeared fo ridicu¬ 
lous to the Envoy, that he called 
it fo as he wenr over it, without 3- 
ny fear of what the inhabitants had 
fo prcdiftively threatened him with i 
and it happened, that in the mldft 
of very fine weather he came to the 
caftleof JCcr/tfn/rf, the firft forcrefs in Csfihsf 
the province of Dauria, heartily Kamia. 
commiferating the wild fupcrftidon 
of thefe poor people, who fear the 
wrath of the elements, inftead of 
putting their cruft in God, who is 
the Creator and the Lord of the 
whole world, and whom the winds 
andtheelcmentsobey. 



CHAP. XXV. 

Departure Kataiiia. At^voal at Udinskoi. Deferip- 
iton of that tmva and its dependencies. Departure from 
Udinskoi. Arrival at the fortrefs Jarauna, Defeription 
cf the people of that country. Arrival at Nerzinskoi. Def 
cription of the towny and of the inhahitants round about. Ar~ 
rival at Argunskoi, the lafl fortrefs belonging to the Cssar 
on the fdc of China. Its fituaiion. 


'T^ H E next day, the Envoy dc- 
friK Ka- A parted from the caftle of Ka- 
tania, and upon the arrived 

at the great burg of I/inshtt or of 
Boljbi Saimka^ moft of whofe inha¬ 
bitants are Ru^ansj who in winter 
hunt for fables, the product of the 
earth affording them no more chan 
a bare fubliftence, becaufe the coun¬ 
try is incumbered with barren hills. 

Upon the fourtemtb he arrived at 


the caftle of 7 'anzinskoit where was 
a good garrifon of Cofacksy to make 
head againft the incurfions of the 
Mongalet who inhabit upon the fron¬ 
tiers of chat country. Utwn the^^y^,^ 
ninetee/itb, he arrived at Uainsbsi, a (jtoj, 
town fcated upon a high hill, at 
the foot of which moft of the mha¬ 
bitants take up their abode, under the 
cannon of that fortrefs, along the 
river UdOf which falls into the 5 /- 
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1693, a quarter ot a league below 
the town, in which there is alfo a 
good garrifon of Ru^an CofacHi to 
watch the motions ot the Mengaks. 

This town, which is the key of 
the province of is very 

much expofed, even in the fumtner 
time, to the ravages of the Mt^ngaki^ 
who often carry off horfcs as 
feed In the meadows. The 
lafidj which is there very mountain- 
ous, is fit for no fort of tillage, tho’ 
It abounds in cabbages, carrots, tur¬ 
nips, and fuch like vegetable pro- 
dufUons} but no trees have as yet 
been planted here to this day. 

Antartb. Hcrt, about nine at night, the 
Envoy was furprized with a great 
earthquake, which in the fpace of 
an hour, n:)ook all rhe houl^ three 
times, without doing any farther 
mifcbief 

The river of XJda produces little 
or no hfh, if you except pike and 
roach j but every day in the month 
of there arc prodigious (lioals 
of a certain fort of hfli which they 
call OmuU^ and which fwim up this 
river from the lake of Baikal Thefe 
Omuii arc of the hze of an herring, 
and hardly ever appear beyond this 
town, at the foot of a crumbled 
hill, where they flay only for a few 
days, and then fwim back again to 
rhe lake. They rake great quanti¬ 
ties of them, by only throwing of 
facks in the river, and thefe lacks are 
frequently as iiil) as they can hold. 
The Envoy was obliged to ftay here 
till rhe /ixth of y^iY, to provide 
hlmlelf with camels and horfes. 

Upon the pusenty fixth he went by 
land to the river of 0^^, which comes 
from the north-north-weflj and falls 
into the Vda. 

Upon the twmty feventb^ he reach¬ 
ed the river of ^rba^ whofe fource 
is to the norch-north-weff, and in 
like manner difeharges iilelf into the 
Vda. He fkirted this river towards 
its rprlng, till he had got to the 
middle of it j he was frequently o- 
bilged to leave it at fome dlftance, 
but never loft fight of it. 

jaiMita. Upon the vuirnty ninth j he arrived 
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at the fortrefs of Jarauna, and was 1693. 
ravifhed to meet with towns again, 
after having crofted a defarc country 
full of high rocks; an irkfomc jour¬ 
ney, during which he faw no foul 
from the time he left Udi/tshi, This 
fortress is provided with a good 
garrifon of Cojacks^ and here alfo 
are many Ra//jaftSt who fubfift by 
the laic of fables. The Konni Tun~ pttftt y 
gaj the heathens who inhabit 
long the rivers of Tunguski and 
gara, fpread all over this country, 
and fpeak a language peculiar 10 
chemfelves. When they dye they 
arc buried with their cloaths and 
their arrows* and ftones are put 
over their grave. Then they plant 
a flake, to which the heft horfe 
of the deceafed is tied, and there 
facrificed. They live by the fale 
of fable furs, which are perfefliy 
fine in this country, and of an ad¬ 
mirable black. Here alfb are fine 
luxes, and a fort of fquirrels of a 
a black-grey, which the Cbineje 
were formerly wont to carry off 
with them. To the north of this 
fortrefs you fee three fmall lakes 
not far from each other, which, 
together, are a leagues in circum¬ 
ference, and abound with pike, carp, 
perch, and the like. From hence 
are two ways which lead to Zi- 
tinskoi or Plabitjcba. The Envoy 
ftnt part of his fervants by the one, 
and the caravan advanced to the 
fouthward, fkirting It along the 
lake of Scbakze Ofer, and then 
crofted the hills of yablujmiy or of 
Allies ; iho' none grow there, and 
they produce no other than a kind 
of red fruit, which has fomethlng 
of the tafte of ao apple. The o- 
ther way he took himieif, with a 
train of fourteen followers, not with- 
flanding it was very moorifh, and 
that he was to go over lofty rocks, 
from Jarauna to Tdlmia. There Tdimta 
are numbers of Rtt 0 ans in this 
fortrefs, who in the winter feafon 
take fables of a very fine black, 
well fed, and equal to the very fi.. 
neft in all Siberia^ and the province 
of Dattria, 
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A Tiuigw * Here he paflcd a night* and a 
Flimit. Knrz or Prince of the ^ungufei^ caU 
led LUiulka^ came to fee him. This 
Lord had his hair done up with 
leather, and fo very long, that it 
went three times round about his 
jfhouldcrs. The Envoy intimating 
a curiofity to fee it loofe, and the 
Kneta being far gone with brandy* 
obliged him with the favour* and 
his &iir being meafured, proved to 
be 4 Dutch ells in length. He had 
with him a Ibn of no more than 
fix years old, whofe hair, which 
hung upon his (houlders, was an 
ell in length. Thefe ^ungufes live 
in great numbers upon the hilts and 
mountains of this country, and are 
generally rich* which proceeds from 
their large dealings In fables. 

For two days together they went 
over ftony mountains, very lofty, to 
the north-well and the fouth-eaft. 
The river of Kansla^ which after- 
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wards aflumes the name of 
rifes there to the north-ward 1 runs 
away to the north, eaft* and goes and 
falls into the Lena, and from thence 
into the icy or northern fea. The 
’Zitta commences from the other 
lide of the mountains* half a league 
from thence, and falls into the In- 
godda^ or Jhnur^ and from thence in* 
to the eallern ocean. 

Upon the f^teentb of Mayt he af- piodbicf. 
rived ziFkdhitJchay as the Carm}anf^*- 
did the day before, having greatly 
fuffered on the way from the ^un- 
gufeti who had fet fire to the d^ 
grafsi Co that the cattle being in 
want of forage, they had been oblig¬ 
ed to go into the mountains for if* 
ai the di fiance of a league of. 

The Envoy was obliged to make a 7:^ 
flay of fome days at Fiodbiifeba^ up-^^fnpi^ 
on the Zitia.to reft him a Uttle,and^^^^'" 
to get reaxly^fome rafts* by which toi™. 
fall down the rivers of Ingodda and 
I i Schtika 
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Scbilka 10 N^s^'Wkali for the waters Four or five leagues upon the 1693- 
were fo low there was no fuch thing ScbilkOf above this town, and tcuV^^sj 
as going in boats, nor was it quite leagues below it, you meet with ie- 
fafe to go upon rafts in the rocky veral Ru^n gcnilcmen, and foine 
places, where two of them were Cojacki who fubfift by tillage, graz* 
broke: they were laden with part ing and filhing. The environs of 
of the Envoy’s equipage i but with this town and the hills produce all 
fome trouble it was all faved. forts of flowers and plants j baftard 

When every thing was ready, he rhubarb or raponttce^ of exttaordU 
lent his camels and other beafts of nary fize; fine white and yellow li- 
burden before him towards Nerzin^ lies j red and white pionies of a 
ikoij by the way of the mouniains, charming teem, and of feveral forts ; 
and upon the tightesntb he followed rofemary, thyme, fvvcct maijoram. 
them in perfon. Upon the ninettentby lavender, befides many odoriferous 
he reached the river of Onsw, which plants unknown in our countries; 
riles from the fens of Mmgal^ and to hut they have no Ibrt of fruit here 
the north-eaft throws itfelf into the except goofeberries. The heathens, yjrt, 
Ingodda^ where having united their who have a long time been in this 
llreams, they go away together by country, and who arc under the 
the name of SebiUe, Their waters minion of the Czar of Mufcefvy are 
arc very white, and their borders are of two forts; the Kjimi iTfW^Ajfjand 
inhabited by ieveral hoards of the Thefirllareo* 

Mongalis^ who commit frequent ra* bilged to appear on horfeback at the 
vages on the other lide of thtScbilka firft orders of the of AV- 

quice toNerzitiihi, but they arc nor zhuhr^ or when the borders arc in- 
al ways attended with the heft of luck fefted by the and the Oiemi 

upon thefe occafions; they arc not are obliged to ferve on foot, and 
feldom repulfcd, and when any of armed in the town, when occafion 
them happen to be taken, they are requires. The chief of the Ksnni 
fure to be executed as common rob is a Kmz called ^aul Ftlrd- 

bers. Th^ RuJjiaJiC^^'ach alio fcour -witz Gantimur^ or in their language 
the country along the Omn to take Cat ana Gantimur, He is pretty far 
vengeance on them ; they fpare no advanced in years, and of the cOun- 
foul they meet with, and deftroy all try ef NfiTuAftf, where he had been 
before them where-ever they come. a T'aijtba, under the dominion of 
Upon the he happily the King of China i but falling into 

arrived at a town upon disrate with that Prince, who dc- 

the Herzay which comes from the pofedhim, he removed into 
north-north eaft, and difeharges it- with his hoards or vaflals, and cm- 
fetf into the Sebiiiaf a quarter of a bracing the chrifllan faith of the 
league from this fortrefs, whofe Greek church, threw himfclf under 
works arc not bad, and provided the proteflionof the Czar, He can 
with a good number of brafs anil- bring 3000 men into the field In 
lery, as well as with a good garrlfon twenty four hours time, all welt 
of Daurian C&Jaiku who ferve both mounted and good foldicrs, provid- 
on foot and on horfeback. This ed with bow and arrow. It often 
place, tho' furrbunded with high happens that a fcorc or two of this 
hills, does hot want for graft grounds people fhall drive three or four bun- 
to feed its camels, its horfes and Its dred of the Mmgale Tartars before 
cattle. And here and there, at the them, Thofe of them who live 
diflance of two leagues upon the near the town, fubfift by cattle i 
hills, you may fee patches of land but thofe upon the Schiika and the 
fit for tillage, and for the produftl- Afnur hunt for fables, which are 
on of fuch ihinp as the inhabitants here of exqutiite beauty and very 
ftaod in need of. black. 
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169^. They live in cabbins which tiiey 
call yurUty the infide of which are 

Ar-Ww” poles joined or framed together, and 
which they can eafily remove from 
place to place, as they are often o- 
bliged to do. When ihefe poles are 
erefted, they cover them over with 
{kins, except where the fmoke is to 
go out at top, and their lire places 
round which they fit upon turf, 
are in the middle of the cabbin. 
Their worftiip is the fame with that 
of the inhabitants of Dauria, from 
whom they pretend to be defeended, 
and differs in no point from that of 
quite to the frontiers of the 

Drffiamd Mot^alcs, The women here are ro- 
with broad faces like the men, 
and when they are on horfeback, 
arc armed like them with bow and 
arrow, which they ufe with great 
deiaeriiy, even when young maidens. 
Nor does their drc& differ from that 
of the men, as appears by the plate 
annexed. Water is their common 
drink; but thole who have where¬ 
withal drink tea, which they cab 
Kara*tzay or 6lack Tea, bccaufe it 
lindurcs the water with black in- 
ftead of green. They boil it in 
mare’s milk, and a little water, to 
which chey add fome greafc or but- 

WattrdS- ter. Thcyhavc alfoa kind ofdiftil- 
which they call Kamen or 
Araky extrafted from mare’s milk, 
which they heat and put into a vef- 
fcl, with a little four milk, which 
they ftir once every hour; having 
continued a night in this flate, they 
put it into an earthen pot we]! covered 
up and luted with paffe, and then 
diffil it over a hre as with us. This 
is to be twice repeated before this 
liquor is lit to drink, and then it be¬ 
comes as ffrong and as clear as a malt 
fpirit, andluddles as eahly. It is to 
be obfcrvcd of the cows of Siberia, 
Dauridy and generally fpeaking of all 
Tartary, that they will not fuffer 
thcmfelves to be milked while they 
have calves at the dug, and that they 
ceafe to give milk as ibon as they are 
out of tlwir fight. Hence it is, they 
are under a neceffity of ufing mare’s 
milk, which is much fatter and fofter 
than that ot the cow. 

^ W Thcfc heathens hunt in, the Ipring 
time, and lay in their ftorc of veni- 
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fon after the manner of the Bitrafei, 1693. 
drying it as they do in thefun. Their 
bread they make of the dried roots 
of yellow lilies, which they call Sa~ 
rana, and which they apply to leve- 
ral other ufes. They are very adroit 
at {hooting fiffi in the water with^«''J*^ 
their arrows, tho' at the difiance of”'^' 
fifteen or fixteen fathom, As their 
arrows arc heavy, they arc fit to kill 
nothing but pike and trout, which 
fwim in clear water towards the 
banks, and upon the gravel, and 
thele they fplit in two as if they had 
done it with a cleaver, the points of 
their arrows being three fingers 
broad. 

Here follows an abominable cu> 

{lorn, which is in prafticc among 
this people, when they arc under a 
necefliiy to take an oath to difcul-'JW'-^''-* 
pate them lei ves from any crime they 
have been accufed of; they open the 
vein of a dog on the lefr fide, from 
which the perfon that svould thus 
clear himlelf, fiicks the blood rill 
the creature falls dead by the empty¬ 
ing of his Wood vefiels. The Envoy 
faw an example of this at Nerzinshi, 
with regard to two ‘Tufi^ufei, who 
were there as hoftages to anfwcr for 
the fidelity and good behaviour of 
thdr people feattered up and down 
in Siberia, and who come and fue 
for his Czarian Majefiy's proreftion: 

One of thcfc Tungajes had accufed 
the other of having bewitched fome 
of his companions, who were dead ol 
his praflkes upon them; but the 
party puiged himlelf by the means 
above, and his accufer was punifhed 
in his fiead 

This Minifier flaid fome weeks at 
Nerzi/tfkri, to provide himfclf with 
camels, horl«, and oxen, and every 
thing elfc necclfary for the continu¬ 
ation of his journey, and departed 
from upon th^ eightcentb 

of Upon the third of 

he arrived at Arganskoi, the laft tor- Ar^n* 
crefs belonging to his Czarian Maje-^ka. 
fty on that fide. It /lands upon the 
river of Argim, which fifing to the 
Ibuth-eaftward, falls into the Amur, 
and lervcs for a common boundary 
between the dominions of this Prince, 
and thofe of the King of China. 

CHAP. 
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Tht TRAVELS of 
CHAP. XXVI. 



Mr. IsbrantsT return through the Jomtnkm belonging to his 
Czar tan Majefiy itt Tartary, 


M r. Jibranti's journey beyond 
^artarjfj and his cmbafly to 
China, bearing no affinity with the 
travels of Mr. Le Bruya to the 
Iftdiest by the way of Mujeen^ and 
Ptrjia, it has not been thought ad* 
vifable to follow that Miniftec be¬ 
yond the bounds of the countries un¬ 
der his Czarian Majcfty. But as 
there are many curious and Impor¬ 
tant particulars in his return from 
Tart ary, and which ate of a piece 
with our defign, it has been thought 
the publick would not take it amiJs to 
fee an account of thena here. 

1604. Upon the mntUtntb of February 
^ 1694, he departed from Pfi/nt and 

upon the twenty Jtftb, arrived at (rti/- 
gm, near the famous vrall which di¬ 
vides the empire of China from Tar^ 
je.. t tar\\ From tlience he advanced to- 
tht/iim- wards the river of Nairn, and came 
tires ^ jQ [he frontiers of Tartary, to the 
Tanary. dcfart whkh has 

been already mentioned. There he 
Hopped for fome days, to provide 
things nccciTary for continuing of 
his journey, having had his cs- 
pences hitherto defray’d by the King 
of China but as that is to be ft> 
no longer, as loon as an Ambaffador 
has got into the territories of Argun, 
the border of the dominions of his 
Czarian Majcfty j this Minifter fen- 
fible of this, had taken care to Jur- 
nifh himfelf with camels and mules 
at Fckin, where they arc to be pur- 
chafed cheap. 

This precaution had its good ef- 
fefls, for he would have come ftiort 
off,if he had reckoned upon the hor- 
fes and camels he had left at Ntma, 
moft of which had dy’d In his ab- 
fence for want of forage. 

Upon the twenty fecand of Fehru^ 
ary, he entertained the Mandarin 
who had waited on him fo far, by 
the order of the King his mailer, and 
took leave of him, and of all hts 


train. Upon the twntj >/i. 
entered the great and frignttul 
fart, and in two days arrived thiTar- 
ga^Tiia, upon the little river of ya- 
%, where the fealbn was fo back¬ 
ward, there was hardly any grafs in 
the country. There he relied him- 
fclf feme time, and was advtfed to be 
upon his guard, as he went through 
the defart, and came near the bor¬ 
ders of the rivers of Sadun and of 
Kallar, for that 3000 Mongahs lay 
in wait for him at the paftage. He 
took all iheneceflary mcafures to pre¬ 
vent a furprifal from them, and or¬ 
dered fixty men well armed, on horfc- 
back, to pairoll every night about 
the Caravan j nor was he attacked, 
and held on his way the next morn¬ 
ing. When he had reached the 
mountains of there was hard¬ 

ly any forage at all to be got, and 
the next day he went over them in 
the midft of an cxcefiive cold and 
plenty of liiow, which happen'd ve¬ 
ry bad for his horles and camels, 
which had nothing to feed upon but 
dry and withered grafs. In this 
place he confultcd with thofe about 
him, whether be ftiould adhere to 
the ordinary rout, or take a fweep 
about to avoid the Tarfarf that wait¬ 
ed for him at the paftage. The laft 
was the refolution taken, tho’ ex¬ 
tremely difficult to execute, and par¬ 
ticularly on account of the cattle 
that were laden. 

In taking this track they were toSaJ<fvaji. 
go over lofty mountains, and to crofs 
deep fens for a fortnight together. 

In the beginning he loft twelve ca¬ 
mels and fifteen horfts, and in pro¬ 
portion to them afterwards, which 
funk beneath the weight of their bur¬ 
dens,for want of food to fuftain them; 
for thefe defarts afford nothing but a 
withered graft, as has been obferved 
before; and even this failed after¬ 
wards, the Tar tart fetcing fire there- 
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1694. to, fo that he was obliged in that 
condition to undergo a double jour¬ 
ney, to find a place where there was 
any to be had. 

Moll of the merchants who wait¬ 
ed on him, having toil their horles, 
were conftraioed to go on foot s and 
as thofe that remained were quite 
exhauficd and fpcnt, they had been 
reduced to the nccelTiiy of leaving a 
good part of their goods in thefe de- 
larts, if they had not had the pre¬ 
caution to provide themfclvcs with 
a great number of camels which 
they led by the bridle. 

In (horr, having undergone a thou- 
fand fatigues and hardfhips, he, with 
ioexprcniblc difficulty, got to the ri¬ 
ver of Saduttj where he found the 
climate more temperaiCjand thegrafs 
growing. Here he fiaid two days to 
reft his horfes and camels which 
were almoft quite off their legs. 
jfrriwiylltrc ^Cbin^ Envoy from the town 
* Chinefe Majgeen, and whom the Emperor 
had font to the fVaiis^e of Nerzin* 
skoi fell in wuh him, and joined him 
with a train of one hundred peribns, 
and thereby put him into a condition 
of withftanding the attacks he was 
threatned with from the Mongaies^ 
having then with him a body of fix 
hundred men. 

Upon the ^fteenth of March he 
came to the river of KaiUn^ which 
he forded in a place where the water 
was very low,and went and encamped 
in a valley a league farther, where, 
however, there was fcarcc any fo¬ 
rage. Here he ftaid that night, and 
at break of day perceived a great 
fmoke which came from the north- 
weft, and which gave him fome 
pain, miftrufltng, and with rcalbn 
good, that the Tartars had let fire 
CO the withered grafs, to attack him 
by the favour of the wind and this 
fmoke. And as, after God, his 
welfare depended upon the fafery of 
his camels and horfes, he fenc them 
behind a hill to a place where there 
was graft, and where they might be 
out of danger of the flames; and at 
the fame time ordered an hundred 
men to advance towards the fmoke 
with felts, wherewith they were uf- 

Voi., 1 


ed to cover the camels, to endea- 1694. 
vour to ftifle the fire, and flop it be- 
fore it reached the place where the 
Caravan was. B u t n o i wi rh ftand ing dnatf/ni 
all thefe precautions, the fire hurri-^''*'* 
ed along by the fury of the wind, in 
an inftant burnt up all the wiihered 
grafs, which was half a foot high, 
and did not give him time enough 
to ftrike and remove oft his rents, a 
dozen of which it reduced to aihes, 
and flew like a flalh of lightning o- 
ver the Caravan. Ttie flames alio 
deftroy’d fome goods, and caught 
hold on fourteen peflbns, tho' but 
one of them dy*d, who Itappcn'd to 
be a Perjian. The Envoy in the 
mean time had retired to the top of 
a hill, where there was no grafs, and 
only attended by two fervants, who 
covered him over with a felt. 

From hence, the flamea in an in¬ 
ftant flew away to the place where 
ihaCbincJe Envoy was rciired,aifome 
diftance on the hills; but as they 
were fpent before they quire reach¬ 
ed him, he was in no great fear 
about the matter. 

To conclude, this fire fpreading 
along in a moment 10 the river of 
Kaiiau^ about a league from the 
Caravant it there went out. This 
fire having thus deftroy’d all the 
grafs that was near the Envoy, he 
font his guide in queft of fome place 
where the Caravan miglic pafs the 
night, but he returned not till the 
next day, and informed him, there 
was no forage to be had in two 
days journey from thence, (he flames 
having deft toy'd icall, and that even 
in the places where there was any 
left, there was not half enough to 
feed fo large a number of camels and 
horfes; a fad hearing for the whole 
Caravan. 

Upon tills he propofod to repaft^v^^f 
the river of Kailant where the flamesA ^ 
had ftopped, and beyond which they 
might have a chance of meeting 
with grafs; but there was no daring 
to do it, for fear of the Tartan who 
were on that fide, and it was thought 
better to be expofod to a march of 
two days, tho' defthuce of every 
thing, than to run the hazard of fiil- 
K k ling 
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1694. ling bin the huxls of ihofe Barba- 

rirnsr 

At break of day, the Caravan be. 
gan to move, and, judas night came 
on, halted on the hde of a great feo, 
having fufTcrcd great hardmips, and 
lod eighteen camels and twenty hor- 
ies in the bogs. And this was the 
harder upon them, as the cattle that 
was left, daggered under the weight 
of the loads and harnelTcs of thofe 
that had been thus lod, the mer¬ 
chants being unable to away with the 
thoughts of leaving them behind. 
Da„grr it The next day, they again croffed 
^ «• fevcral marlhy valleys and lofty hills, 
and at length appeared on the river 
of Margern, where the grad had not 
fuffered. Having forded it, they 
marched on with great trouble and 
difficulty, their camels which were 
<|uiie tired out, decreahng in num¬ 
ber as they went on, the fatigue of 
following the Caravan being too 
much for them to undergo; and 
what was ftiU a heart breaking cir- 
cum dance, their dorc of provifions 
vifibly dwindled away, and confid¬ 
ed of nothing now but a certain 
number of rawbon'd cattle,which had 
much ado to keep pace with them, 
and were by no means a dorc for 
fuch a number of people; and the 
rather as it is not the cudom, upon 
rhefe occafions, to make any great 
provifion of bread and the like; be- 
caufe die merchants want their cat¬ 
tle to carry their goods, and becaufe 
it would be too great an expcncc 10 
them to buy camels to carry pro¬ 
vender for (he ted. 
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All this being maturely weighed, 1694.. 
and conddering they had dill a ten 
or twelve days journey to jirgum, 
upon the frontiers, they began to 
think of Ihortning their allowance, 
and to furvey their whole dore in ge¬ 
neral, that they might be able to 
make an edimace of w hat each man 
might be allowed. 

Upon the etght€mib of this month, 
after many dangers and almod iofur- 
mountabie difficulties, they reached 
the river of Gan which they eroded, 
the waters being at that rime very 
low, and on the other fide they lucki¬ 
ly met with good grafs. The Envoy 
refolvcd to dop here for three days 
to recover himfclf a little, after what 
he had gone through; and here he 
had daid even much longer, if the 
merchants , the Ca^aaSj and the guides 
of the Caravattf who began to be in 
want of every thing, had not repre- 
Jented to him, the deplorable date 
they were mifcrably fallen into; iJut 
they were obliged to eat the blood 
of (he cattle they killed, which they 
faved to make a kind of liver of it 
to ferve them indead of bread, that 
fomc even fed upon the ikins of the 
fame,which they freed from the hair, 
and cutting them into pieces broiled 
them for their lubfidcnce: In Ihort 
that fomc there were that fed upon 
the entrails of the fame, and that 
they mud in the end be reduced to 
tbefr^htful ncceffity of imitating the 
Ca/res and the Hattfniefs, and eat 
raw fiedi, excrements and all. 
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Arrwal at Neramskoi. Departure from that dtj, yfrri- 
val at Tobol, and afterwards at Mofeow. 


A 


T he Envoy underdanding that 
the neighbourhood of the ri¬ 
ver of Can abounded with dags and 
rein-deer, detached Ibine perfons of 


his train, who were expert at the 
how, to go in qued of them. They 
had the good luck to return ladea 
with fifty tcin-decr, which this Mj- 

nider 
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1694^ niiler caused to be diflribated among 
thcCaravafj, who were ready to de¬ 
vour them^ and had fcarce patience 
enough to ftay till they were drefled, 
to fuch a degree were they familh- 
cd } and indeed there i& nothing fo 
dreadful as hunger, norany pleafurc 
comparable to that of appealing it, 
except it be that of quenching the 
third. 

However,die Minifter fent & Gentle- 
man, with eight Cofacs, to the Go¬ 
vernor of Urgant to acquaint him 
with their fad condition, and to de- 
lire that he would fend them the pro- 
vilions thsy wanted. The Governor 
failed not to comply with this re- 
quefi, but it required time to do it, 
and time was precious, for every mi¬ 
nute feemed a year to people, who 
were on the brink to perilh with 
famine. 

in the mid^ of this, it was rcfolv- 
^ cd to leave the banks of the Gatij and 
to advance ae far as they could. But 
at the end of three days they fell in¬ 
to a deeper degree of famine than e- 
ver, the rein-deer abovemeniioncd 
not proving fufficient to fubOft fuch 
a number for fb long a time, in a 
horrid delart where nothing was to 
be found. But they were now to 
make a virtue of necelTicy, and to 
bear with patience an evil which 
could not be removed. At Icnerth, 
exhaufted by toil and hunger, they 
came to a fmall river which flowed 
from tlic mountains, and which a- 
bounded with trouts and pike, which 
in that country ihey flioot with ar- 
rows. ThcCfl^iifj and 
in the Envoy's train, took a great 
quantity of them, which, together 
with fome rein-deer, which they 
caught in the evening, ferved to mo¬ 
derate the hunger which oppreffed 
the whole Caravitfi, 

‘fUahJt Thofe they had lent to bunt in 
iToSha- the mountains there, met vvith a 
O'" magician who was uncle 
to the Envoy's guide, a *tungu{f by 
nation, whohavemanyof theie ma¬ 
gicians among them. The Envoy 
was at midnight awaked out of his 
fleep by a loud cry, which made him 
come out of his tent, to aflt the 
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watch whence it came? they told 1694. 
him it was his guide who was divert- 
ing himlelf with the Bbaman his un¬ 
cle ^ which raifed hiscuriolity to that 
pitch, he had a mind to go into ills 
butt, attended by one of the watch; 
and being at the door of it, he there 
difeovered the Shaman and his guide 
deep in magici and iho* they had aU 
moll hnilhed their diabolical mylle- 
ry when he arrived, he neverthelcfs 
took notice that the Shaman held an 
arrow, with the blunt end upon the 
ground, and the point at the tip of 
his nole. This magician got up a 
minute afterwards, and hauling out 
with a loud voice, and jumping fc- 
veral times round, he at length funk 
into a Deep. The next day, the Gg/- 
jaesy the Envoy had fent out in queft 
of proviDons, returned and told him 
this Shaman had met with his ne¬ 
phew, and had carried him off in 
their fight, a thing cafily enough to 
be done amidD the fbades of the 
night, and among mountains} with¬ 
out the help of magic. At the fame 
time he had the agreeable news, that 
in three days time, he was to receive 
the relief he had requcDcd from ^r- 
gumy a piece of news which reDored 
life to the Cara'jaTty who was now 
in extreme want of all neceDaries. 

Accordingly this fuccour, by tlic Af^altf 
afuDance of God, arrived upon 
third day, and conDDed of 25 oxen ' 
and cows. Together with bread and 
oatmeal. But the Aiders who 
brought this ftorc, laid liold on the 
opportunity to Dcece the Caravan, 0- 
bliging the merchants to give them 
a crown for a loaf, and in proportion 
for other things. Nor did they think 
ihetnlelvcs ill ferved, confidcriDg the 
circtitnAances they were in. 

At length, having rcfreflicd them- 
felves a little, they continued their 
journey, and came to the end of ihe 
ddart where they had fuffered A) 
much, meeting with more and more 
paDure the farther they got from it. 

Upon the twenty froentb, they, 
with incxpreffibic joy, reached the 
banks of the Argum, which they 
crbflcd the ne.tr day, and upon the 
ibirijfirji oiMarch, happily arrived 

at 
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T694. ai Nerzimkoif where they returned 
—' ihanb to God who had been pleafed 
^ deliver them out of their diilrel- 

xibikoi. fes. 

There they refted themfelve^, and 
upon the Jifib of Augaji departed 
thence by land, coafting it along the 
river, and upon the eighth came to 
Vdimhi^ where they met with veHels 
on which they embarked, and fell 
down with a fair wind, and hy break 
of day were on the frontiers of Siberia. 
Upon the iweiftb they arrived at ya- 
Jt Jakijt- kutskoi, whence, upon tlie J'^nteentb 
they departed for where 

xcilwi. they arrived after having efcaped dan¬ 
ger of being drowned in the^Bbods, 
which had come down for feverai 
days. 

Upon the tweniy flxth, the Envoy 
continued his journey by land, and 
went through a wood which was al- 
moA 20 leagues in length, where 
there was plenty of game both of the 
fur and feather, w'bich went off as 
foon as approached. 

He afterwards came to the town 
of Makofskoii where he tnec with as 


many vefTcIs as he wanted to carry 1694. 
him down the Keia, together with 
all his train, and upon the twenty 
eighth of September^ arrived at the 
caAle of Ketskoi upon the Oby. He 
happily fell down that river, and up¬ 
on the Jixteenth ofarrived at 
the town of Samor^skoi-jamf at the 
mouth of the Irtis. Here he ft aid 
fbme days, waiting till he could ufe 
fledges to proceed on his journey by 
land, and upon the twenty nintbt he . 
reached where he ftrfd three 

weeks to refrcfti hitnfclf, ana to pro¬ 
vide himfelf with what was neceffary 
for the remainder of his journey, 
which he heartily wifhed to fee an 
end to. 

Upon the twenty f&urth of Nmern- 
ber^ he went through the city of 
Wergotur^ without any accident hy 
the way, and upon the jirfi of 
nuary 1695, he happily arrived at At^^' 
M 0 jcew\vihttt he waited on the Czar,«5w- 
with an account of his negotiation, 
after a journey of near three years, 
during which he had undergone in- 
expreftlblc hardfhips and difficulties. 



CHAP. XXVllI. 

Of Siberia In general Matty forts of Samoeds. Deferip- 
iion ^Weygat’j firaitSy (ihtflrated by the Burgo-mafler 
Witfen. The tnountain ^Pojas, 


Afr. Is. jTR, hhrmts who has added what 
follows to the account of his 
tim. tourney to Chtna^ declares that he 
wholly applied himfelf to the purfuit 
of truth; without the addition of any 
thing to give it an air of the marvel¬ 
lous, or to fet it off with embeU 
Ulhmenis, as the cuftom is with moft 
travellers, who often relate great e- 
vents upon a bare hear-fay, without 
weighing the circumftances, and 
without knowing whether they be 
true or faife. For the reft, he ac¬ 
knowledges he has not always fol¬ 
lowed the order of things, and that 
4 


he has omitted feverai that it might 
be well worthy to mention, and even 
to be dilated oti} for which he afks 
pardon, and leave to retouch and in- 
fill on them with a little more exail- 
nefs, and more at length. 

He, as we have feen, crofted Si- 
berta and Daurta^ and has deferibed j^'^^ 
the cities, towns, countries, and ri- 
vers from north to call, that is, from 
Weygat\ ftraits to the river of dmur, 
and from the weft of the U^a quite 
to the country of the Mengaies, and 
afterwards from the weft quite to the 
fouth. 


The 
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169^. The frontiers of Si&tria, fays he, 
are every where provided with Ritf- 
irbops^ who do not fo much as 
^Sibem. dream of fubduing the T'artan in 
the fbuthern parts of that country, 
or to' make thcmTubje^ to the Czar, 
hecaufe that Prince (x>u]d reap do 
manner of benefit by ic The king¬ 
dom of Sibtria^ and tbe country a- 
bout, is of very great extent, as ap¬ 
pears by the map at the beginning 
of thefe travels: concerning which, 
particular regard mull be had to the 
degrees, nor muH the peru&r be nice 
to a league more or lcls,in thediHance 
of towns and rivers within the limits 
of this country; becauie, lays he, the 
geographers and hiHorians that have 
ipoken of this country, never crolTed 
it, and becauie it has never been 
meafured with a^ accuracy. Upon 
the whole, he alfiires us nothing has 
been wanting in him to attain this 
knowledge, and that, to this pur- 
pole, hemadeuleof all the necella- 
ry ipftjrumcnis for the taking of ob* 
Icrvaiions, and that he afterwards 
ranged and fixed all the parts and pla¬ 
ces the moll regularly he could; con- 
cludingfChat he with pleafure leaves it 
to others who may perform that jour¬ 
ney after him, to reap the honour of 
more ample difcoverics, thinking it 
enough for him that he has broke 
the ice, and that he was the firll 
that ever traverled thole vail 
tra^quite both going and 

coming. 

He declares moreover, that he is 
obliged for bis firll mllru^ons, to¬ 
wards forming a general map of this 
country, to Mr. Witfm^ Burgo-mafter 
oijimjltrdam, for whom he lhall al¬ 
ways retain, together with the whole 
body of the learned, a moft extraor¬ 
dinary refpeft and veneration; that 
this Burgo-maller was the firll man 
that ever prefented Eurc^e with a ge¬ 
neral map of Siberia, and of the 
countries of the Ka^uct and Mat- 
gaies, and many other people, quite 
to the famous wall of China, and in 
ihort, that this map was bis guide 
when he travelled in thofe parts, and 
as a foundation for the map you 
at the bead of thi3 work. 

VoL. I. 
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He begins to the northward, that 169^- 
is, at the country of the ^<r;7rw^rand 
WqguleSt which are under thejurif- 
diflion of Siberia, and under the 
Wai^odes of Pelun quite to the lea. 

Of thefe Samo'eds there are icveral 
forts, of different languages] as 
of ^ef^siy and Pu/lorje, who are 
reckons as the lame nation ; ihofe 
that inhabit the fea coall, to the call 
of the Ob^, quite to Truchambiy or 
Manga%etiko^, and thofe who are in 
the neighbourhood of Arckmgei up¬ 
on tlie one part of the year, 

and In the winter under butts in the 
woods. Thefe lall arc the averlion 
of thofe along the fea coall, which 
they have forlaken to come into ihofc 
parts. 

As for the Sam<>edi upon the coall of 
the northern fea,they have no more of 
mankind in them than the form, are 
almoll quite void of undcrllandlng, 
and, upon the whole, look more 
like bears than men. Like wild bcalls 
they feed upon the carcalles of hor- 
fes, al&s, dogs and cats} whales and 
feals that are driven on diore by the 
ice, and that, frequently without giv¬ 
ing ihemfelvcsthe trouble ofdrelfing 
their carrion, fo idle they are and 
lazy, tho' the country they inhabit 
abounds with game, fifh and cattle. 

They have, nevcnhelcls, certain 
chiefs among them, to whom they 
pay certain dues, which thefe after¬ 
wards lend to the governors of places 
under the dominion of his Czarian 
Majefly. A perfon who had been 
fomc time at Pt^ou^er, informed 
this Minillcr of the manner how they 
make ule of their Hedges drawn by 
rein-deer, which with an incredible 
pace traverfe the mountains covered 
with Ihow, Here beneath you have 
a reprefenration of a fledge with the 
deer hamelled thereto, as allb of the 
Samdidi themle1ves,who drive them, 
covered with the Iktns of rein-deer, 
the fur outwards, and the bow and 
quiver upon their fhouldcr. Their 
^iefs have the like drawn* Ibme by 
fix, and fomc by eight rem-deers, 
and have gowns of fcarlcr. The 
point of their arrows is made of the 
tooth of the narwhalc. In the Head 
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of iron or fteel. With regard to 
their perfbos it may be truly faid they 
arc hideous, and that there is no¬ 
thing more dil^Aful upon the face 
of the earth. Their flaiure is jhorc 
and luntpifl] j their ihouldcrs and 
face are broadj their nofc is flat, they 
have blubber lips hanging down, and 
a wide mouth, and ugly eyes. They 
arc much weather-beaten, and have 
a great deal of hair, which hangs 
down upon their fliouldcrs, fome red, 
fome fair, and moftly black j but 
they have little or no beard, and a 
very thick (kin: they are however 
very nimble and dextrous in running 
or driving. The rcia>deer they bar- 
ne(s to their (ledges, are not very un¬ 
like (lags, their horns or branches 
are like theirs, with the neck of a 
dromadary j but what is moft extra- 
orduary of them, is that they are 
White in winter and grey in fummer. 

5 


Their food, for the mod part, is a 
mofs which grows upon the ground 
in the woods. 

For the reft, thefe Santoedt are 
imly heathens, and morning and 
night wor(hip the fun and the moon 
, by a fmall inclination of the body, 
after the manner of the ^erftam. 
They have a Kb idols hung to trees, 
near their cabbins, fome of wood, of 
human form, and others clothed with 
iron, to which they pay certain ho¬ 
nours. Their hurts arc covered with 
the bark of birch fewn together. 
When they remove them from one 
place to another, as they frequently 
do, in winter and iummer, they fi y 
the poles to one another, and then 
cover them with the bark of trees, 
leaving a hole at top for the fmoke to 

midft of this hutr, and they lye nak¬ 
ed about It in the night, both men 

and 
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1695^. and wooieDj and put their children 
into boxes or cradles^ made in like 
manner of the barks of trees, and 
full of the raipings of wood, as 
foft as down, and cover them up 
with the fldns of the rein-deer. 

They marry without any regard 
to the proximity of blood, and buy 
their wives cither in exchange for 
rein-deer, or for furs; and of wives 
they may have as many as they can 
maintain. When they divert them- 
Iclves in company, they place them- 
felvcs two and two, one before ano¬ 
ther, and making certain motions 
with their legs, they give themfelvcs 
great flaps with the hand upon the 
foies of the feet, They make a 
nolle like bears, and neigh likehorfes, 
inllcad of linging. They have alfo 
their magicians, who perform all 
forts of diabolical prafliccs, or cheats 
rather : but we have faid enough of 
the SamoeJs. 

AI! the quadrupeds that are met 
with upon this coaft, quite tO' 
gats Straki and to whether 

wolves, bears, foxes, rein-deer, and 
the like, arc white as fnow during 
the winter feafon j and the lame it 
is with fomc of the birds, as ducks, 
partridges, and fome others. For the 
reft'the cold is there fo excellivc, the 
crows and fuch birds freeze as they 
fly , and fall down dead at your feet, 
a ha our author avers to have fcen 
with his own eyes, 

iygat's Sirai/s, of which 
Siwjti. the E^IiJh^ the Danes and the Dutch 
have given leveral accounts, after k- 
veraleftbrts to go through the frozen 
channel of it, which they have ne¬ 
ver been able to do but once or 
twice, bccaufo of the impediments of 
the ice in thofc feas, no body has 
fpoken fo amply of it, and with fo 
much knowledge, as Mr, a 

Burgo-mafter of Amjlerdant, And 
indeed he ipared no pains to inform 
himfelf aright on this head, having 
to that purpofe confultcd with fc- 
vcral perfons who had been upon 
the Spot, This appears by the fine 
map he has given us of ihefe ftraits, 
and its Ihores quite to the O^, by 
which it appears, that fea is by no 


means navigable, from ihefc Straits 1691;^* 
quite to the icy Capty though even ^-^''>J 
a lecond Cbrifio^er Columbus Ihould 
undertake the voyage, foeing it is 
impoflible to penetrate .the moun¬ 
tains of ice that bar up the paf- 
^ge, not with {landing the ftars con¬ 
tinue to point out the courfe you 
are to fteer. The divine Author 
of nature has fo invironed and for¬ 
tified the coafts of Siberia with ice, 
that there is no Ihlp that can poflt- 
bly reach the river of ’JeniJisy far 
from being able to double the Icy 
Cape to go down to ''^edja or 
pen, 

Mr. Isbranis had been told by 
fome Ru£iamy who had often been 
through the Straits of Weygate^ as 
far as the mouth of the river 01^*, 
in certain veflels, to take Seals and 
the Narwhaley that when the wind 
comes from the offing, that whole 
coaft is lb crowded with ice, that 
thole who happen to be there are 
obliged to flidrer ihcmfelves in 
little gulfs, or linall rivers, to avoid 
the danger, and there to ride, till 
a wind from the fliore blows the 
Ice off again to fca, which it does 
fo efteflually, that not the leaft of 
it is to be fecn in ihofo Straits 
for the diftance of leveral leagues. 

That then they put out to fea again, 
with all pofllble difpatch, but take 
care how they quit the coaft, till 
another gale from the fea reduces 
them to the nccelfity of running 
their Nofe again into fome gulf or 
place of fafery, that their veflel may 
not be crufhed or other wife deft toy¬ 
ed among the ice. 

He lays alfo, that about fifty years 
before, certain Ru^ansy who live In 
Siberia^ obtained leave to provide 
themfolves, in places fituated on the 
coaft, with the provilions they might 
want, as corn, flour, and the like, 
and in exchange for them to iranf- 
port the produtftlons of Siberia» by 
fVeygate\ Straits, in full liberty, in 
the lame places, upon paying fuch 
duties as mould be impofed by his 
Czarian Majefty. But that thefe 
people having abufed this privilege, 
by conveying of foveral forts goods 

by 
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169 j. by other rhefs in fo the great frontiers of the Co/wwj, and the 169I: 

damage of the revenues of his faid great river of yaika^ which abounds 
Majelty, it was forbidden to trade in fith, comes out of it to the weft< 
any longer in thofe Straits^ and ward, and goes and difeharges 
ordered that the faid goods and idelf into the Cajhian ; The 
merchandife ihould come by Bert' alfo llTues out of it to the north- 
forua^ the Kamtnihti or the rocks ward. They go on afterwands to 
of P<^as. This however is very the eaflwardj along the country of 
difficult, and very inconvenient, be- the Calmuct and the frontiers of 
caufe in going from Berejha they Siberia^ on one fide of the two 
are obliged to cut their little barlu Jakes of SaiJ'an and Kaih^an^ from 
or canoes, for they are hollowed out the hr 11 of which ilTues the Qbj^ 
of the trunk of a tree, bto two, and from the fecond the Irth, 
and TO draw them thus over the From this great lake of Kukukn^ 
mountains for feveral days j and the B&ja Arecches away again to the 
when they have reached the very fouthward, from whence iifues the 
northern mo A parts of the country, ytnijiai whofe mouth is in the icy 
they join them together again, and fea of *fartaTy, 
proceed on their voyage to j^cb- Thefe mountains then form an 
cngtl^ or to other places of Buf^a elbow, and afterwards divide into 
fimated upon the Oby* north-eaA and fouth ^ to the nortb- 

Htprifthtt The Envoy alfo wAi to the Pe- ward along the river and 

which IE a rock, or rather a to the fouthward on one fide of 
chain of mountains of Aone, which the bke of from whence 

begins at Btt^erkaiy and extends jflues the SUinga^ which difem- 
without any difeontinuation acrofi bogues iifelf Into that of Bmkal, 
the country of Wtrgstury compre- From thence this extends Aill 
bending alb that of and from farther to the Tandy defart of the 
thence to the fouth on the fide of country of the MmtgaltSy where 
the caftle of f/rij, quite to the having penetrated a great way, it 
country of the 'Tartars^ from again divides and ft retches on to 
whence iffucs the river of the name the fouthward, quite to the great 
of and to the caft of thofe of wall of Chlnay and then caftward 
Nitra and of ^una \ the laft of quire to the Sea, as may be feen in 
which falls into the Kttma 10 the the map of the travels of this 
north-we ft. Thele mountains then Minifter, 
ftieich away fouthward towards the 
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Tartars o/UffiiiWBaikm Other hoards. theirnsnsofTom 
and of Tomikoi, the country round about^ 6cc. Tun- 
gufes and the Burates, ^c. Deferipthn of Dauria, of 
the Koreili, and of other nations ; of the Icy Cape*; of 
the town of Jakutskoi, and the like, J 

T H E inhabitants of the coun- hood of which are the Tartars of 
try which extends between has its fource in the coon- 

Pilm and Wergstar along the river try of UJiy between the Suth&ma 
quite to the country of and Ufa^ and goes on till it throws 
U/, arpltnoft all The itfdf into the upon S 

in ihe neighbour- is the town of Kaagur, where hb 
^ Cautrian 
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1695. Czarian Majefly has a garrjjbn. 

Tartars of and thofe of 
Baskir, are in ihe couniry about 
^ Ba&if. tbc town of OJht fcatcered up and 
down in Hajnlcrs and villages, 
built after the Ru^n manner, to 
the weftward, quite to the Krtma^ 
and along the iVoigaf and 11 retches 
almoft quite to the cities of Sora- 
tof and Sarapui^ upon the laft of 
thefc rivers, where the Czar allb 
keeps garrifons to bridle the Tartars^ 
and receive his duties which are 
paid in furs and honey. The go* 
vernors of thefe places, however, are 
obliged to be gentle with the inha¬ 
bitants of thefe parts, for fear they 
fiiould revolt and withdraw ihem- 
felves from the obedience they owe 
that Prince. 

Otitr There arc alfo other hoards of the 
iinai. Tartars to the fouth-weft, and 

in the kingdom of j^racan^ who are 
free from fubjeftion, and join with 
the Caimucs near them to fcour the 
country of Sibtria. They never- 
thelefs till the ground, and fow bar¬ 
ley, oats and other grain, which they 
carry home, after they have reaped 
and threlhed it in the held. They 
have among them alfo the fin eft 
honey in the world, and in very 
great abundance. They commonly 
7 ht!r drcfs in a Rujian cloth, of a light 
the manner of the pea- 
fa nts of Mujl^y, Their women 
are commonly In their Ilufts from 
the girdle upwards, except ic be 
very cold indeed, and their ihifts 
are ftrbed and worked with hik 
of all lorts of colours. As for the 
reft, they wear petticoats after the 
German falliion, and Slippers which 
cover only the end of the foot 
tied about the ankle. Their 
head-drels confifts of a ribbon, 
four fingers broad, tied behind, 
and wrought like their fhife with 
fllk of various colours, and adorn* 
cd with coral and glafs beads, which 
hang about their eyes, Some of 
them wear them higher upon the 
forehead. When they go abroad 
they cover this drefs of their head 
with a fquarc handkerchief, wrought 
withfilk, and done round with fringe. 

VoL. I. 
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Thefe Tartars of and Bashir^ 
are brave and good horfemen, and 
have no other arms than bows and^"" 
arrows, which tliey ufe with great>/rfw. 
dexterity, They arc robuft; they 
are tall of ftature, with broad 
fhoulders and great beards, which 
they fuffer to grow. Their eye¬ 
brows are fo thick they cover their 
eyes, and almoft all the forehead. 

They have a particular language 
of their own, and underftand that 
of the Tartars of Afiraean, As for 
their religion, they are almofl all 
Tleaibtnst but fbme of them are 
Mahomet am., which is what they 
have had from the Crim Tartars, 
with whom they have a very good 
underftanding. The Caimucs are be¬ 
tween the fprings of the Tobol and 
the Oby, quite to the lake of 
mujhwa, which is all full of a rock^'^* 
fait, Hither from the town of Tir- 
boi come yearly twenty or twenty- 
five Docheniques, or Rujftan barks, 
up the Irtk, with a guard of a^oo 
men j and as this lake is at fome 


diftance from this river, they travel 
the reft of the way by landj they 
cue this fait as it were ice upon 
the borders of the lake, and then 
carry it off to their vcflcis, not- 
witbftanding all the oppofition of 
the Calrnua, with whom they, up¬ 
on thefe occafions, have frequently 
very fmart Ikirmifhes. 

As you go down the Irfis, 
neath this lake, upon the little ri-e^Tofa 
ver Tor, you meet with the 
of Tora, the laft frontier place be-ai^J; 
longing TO the Czar, bordering up¬ 
on the dominions of a Calmuc Prince 
called Bujlu-cban. The inhabitants 
of this country are called Barabmfyi 
and it extends from the city of Tora, 
to rhe ea ft ward, quite to the Oby, 
over-againft the river of Tom, and 
the city of Tomskau They crols the 
country cAEarnaba, both winter and 
futnmer, and efpecially in winter, 
becaule in that feafon, theO^yisnot 
navigable by Bur gut and ITarum, fo 
that travellers are obliged to go by 
Tomshy and Jent^kkoi to go into Si¬ 
beria. Theie Earabinfyy wlio are a 
kmd of Caimucs, pay a tribute to 
M m his 
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1695. his Ci&ariiin Msjefty* and to the 
Prince Bufu-cbdn. They have 
three Chiefs or who receive 

the duties Impofed on them^ and 
account with the Czar for the part 
that is due to hina; the hrH at the 
town of TVrj, the fecond at the 
caflle of and the third at 

the caftle of Kuknha^ the whole in 
furs. They are a mifehievous and 
warlike people, who live in cabhins 
in the woods, like the Tartars of 
StUrta. They make no ufe of 
floves, but of chimneys or tubes, or 
pipes rather, by which they let 
out the fmoke, and which they ftop 
when the wood is burnt to a coaf, 
to keep in the heat, and open them 
again when It is over. 

^iirha. They live in a kind of villages, 
titttiitv. undtr flight huts in fummer, and in 
firm wooden cabbins in winter. They 
have tillage in ule with them, and 
they fow barley, oats, Frfacb wheat, 
and the like, but they have no ryc; 
though they do not refufe the bread 
made of tt when ol!ered to ihetn; 
indeed they only chew it with Teem¬ 
ing diiguft, and as it were againft 
the flomach, and throw it away, or 

Piitt. In- 

ftcad of bread, they take clean bar¬ 
ley, which they parch in a hot iron 
pot, till it become as hard a$ a ftone, 
and tlien eat it the fame day. They 
makealfo flour of Sarana or roots of 
yellow lilies, of which they make a 
broth j and they drink a diftilled li¬ 
quor made of marcs milk, which 
they call Kutnia and Karaza^ which 
is a black kind of tea, which the 
Bolgcru bring them. 

‘Thtir They have no other arms than 
4U-W. apjj arrows, no more than the 

reftofthcTtfr/orn Their cattle con- 
fills of horfes, camels, cows, and 
fltcep, but they have no hogs. In 
this country alfo they have alt forts 
of furs, that is, fables, fquirrel. Ikins, 
ermins, foxes, and the like. It ex¬ 
tends from Tffrtf quite to the O^, 
and here you meet with no moun¬ 
tains ^ but it is full of cedars, birch, 
aldcrf, and w'oods, divided by flreams, 
whofc water is clear as chryftaf. 
Ihclc people, as well men as w&* 
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men, drefs after the manner of the 1695’. 
Calmucs, and they are allowed to ^^'WJ 
have as many wives as they can af¬ 
ford 10 mamtab. When they go 
out to hunt in the woods, they car¬ 
ry with them thtir Saifaa^ which is TJWr 
a wooden image coarlely cut ouc 
with a knife only, and covered with 
ftuflF of various colours, after the 
falhion of the women of Ra£ia. 

This Saitan is fhutup in a box, which 
they carry upon a particular fledge, 
and o^r to it the firft fruits of their 
chale without diflbfilbn. 

When it happens that they havep„jf*,,* 
had good luck, they, upon their 
turn, place this idol in the moll con-*"‘ 
fpicuous pan of their cabbin, in its 
box, and cover it over W'ith theiinell 
furs, in acknowledgmcj^i of the good 
it has procured them, and there leave 
them to rot, being perluaded they 
Ihould be guilty of a facrllcge b ta¬ 
king them away, or applying them 
to any other purpoic. 

Beyond me Oby^ you come toTomskoi. 
^mshiy a frontier place belonging 
to his Czarian Majcily; it is a fine 
and a large city, well fortified, and 
provided with a good garrifon of 
Rit^ans and Cojfacks, to with (land 
the incurfions and ravages of the 
Sibermn Tartars, In the fuburbs alfo, 
beyond the river, there arc a great 
number of Bachar Tartars who pay 
homage and tribute to this Prince. 

This city Hands upon the river of 
fTow, which rijfes in the country of 
the Calmucs. Here they drive great 
iradc with Chim^ which is chiefly^vi CtU 
managed by the fubjefts of the Chan "*■ 
of Bujuebtu^ and by the 
among which wc may reckon fome 
Ru£ian merchants. They perform 
the journey to Cbinam three months, 
and come back again in the fame 
time, but with bexpreflible difficul¬ 
ty, bccaufe in fome places it is even 
neceflary to toad the camels with 
wood and water. You mufl travcrle 
the country of the Caltnucs^ and go 
to Kokototty a city belonging to China 
without the wall. But it is impof- 
fible for the Rn£ians and other Hrangc 
nations to perform this journey, bc- 
caufc the country fwarms tvith rob¬ 
bers. 
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1695. bers, who plunder all forts of tra^ 
vellcrs, except they be well attended 
or guarded. 

AJtfart As you go down the river from 
imtirj. (he country is abfolutcly a 

defart, quite to the town of yenijif- 
koii flat and full of copfes. The 
lame it is between the two rivers of 
Kia and litiltmi quite to the towns 
of Kufntihi and Kr^fnajar^ where 
the country is only inhabited upon 
the borders^ adjoining to thole of 
the Kirgifis^ under the dominion of 
fa I^ban of Bujuchtu, The city of 

Krajnajar 15 a fortrefs, with a good 
garrifon of Co£acki fubiedl to his 
Czarian Majcfty, to withfland the 
ravages and incurflons of the Kirgi- 
Jis, And accordingly in the great 
market-place, before the Governor s 
palace, there are always twenty troo¬ 
pers well armed, and whole horfesare 
faddicd day and nighr, For iho' the 
Kirgifes be at peace with the Sib€ri~ 
nfjSi there is no great Arefs or depen- 
dance upon this pacttication, becaule 
they frequently carry off by furprife, 
both the inhabitants and horles, in 
the neighbourhood of this town, 
and in the villages round about. But 
the Cojj'iicki often make them pay 
with exorbitant intereft for the da¬ 
mages they are guilty of in this frau¬ 
dulent manner. 

Theft Kirgifts extend to the Ibuth- 
th^ *x- eaftward quite to the country of 
the MoJ^akst a warlike and rebuff 
nation, tallof ffature, broad of face, 
and very much like the Cahma. 
They arc armed with bow and ar- 
row, and never go out upon any ex¬ 
pedition without line coats ol mail, 
and good launces, whole points they 
trail almoff upon the ground when 
they are on horfebacL They live for 
the moft part in the mountains,where 
they are out of all danger of being 
fltir hii,. taken at unawares. Their language 
differs but little from that of the Ca/* 
r/iueSf and they fpeak that allb of the 
Tartars of Crm^ which die ^urh 
under ffand, 

Tungufes From Krafkajar^ as you go down 
the quite to jmijhhty the 

country is Inhabited by 7imgujt% and 
Buratts, The caffle of iTmshi is 
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upon the frontiers of the MertgakSj idgg. 
againff the P^Vk, formerly mention- 
cd, between yerujfeskoi and the town 
of Selingiaskor, This place, thus 
upon the frontiers of the MmgakSy 
is not large, but it is furnilhed with 
a good garrifon , conQffing almoff all 
ofhorft, to defend the weftern part 
of the country of the Mengaks, from 
the Mirotty^ Milyt and Burata^ 
Tartars who are dependant thereon. 

In the neighbourhood of this town, 
there grows a kind of landabwood, 
which is ol an extraordinary degree 
of hardneff. The Burates who are 
under the protedlion of his Czarbn 
Majeffy, lived formerly in the coun¬ 
try about but ever fince 

they have been guHty of joining with 
the Mongaks^ at the inffigation of 
the Chintje^ they have been tranf- 
planted into the country about the 
lake of Baikalt In the mountains, 
and there they pay their tribute to 
this Prince, which conliffs of furs. 

There is a mountain which ex¬ 
tends from this town to the nordi- 
ward, quite to the lake of Baikal^ 
where are alfo fine fables and other 
furs. The country of the Mongaks 
contains the whole extent between 
the lake of Kolfgol to the eaffward, 
quite to the great defart; from thence, 
quite to the lake of Moagakj called 
I>ioa)\ and to the country of Ar- 
gumt and afterwards to the north- 
weft ward quite to the rivers of Onon 
and SikBt, They live under three 
chiefs, who are brethren, the firff 
of which is called Kuttugt^ and 
allb the high-prleft of his nation 
Thc fccond is called Azirei^Sain-^^' 
Cban^ and has a per fed! good under- 
ffanding with the firff; but the third, 
called whofe frontiers butt up¬ 
on the territories of the weftern Tar~ 
iars^ is guilty of continual depreda¬ 
tions and ravages, robs and plunders 
quite to the great Cbinefi wall, with¬ 
out even Iparing the prefcnis which 
the Emperor of CA/rw yearly ftuds to 
the Tartars round about, to retain 
them in their fidelity towards him. 

The two others have thrown them- 
ftlves under the protedfion of this 
Prince, bccauft they Hand in fear of 
2 the 
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1695. the Calrntm^ and parilcularty of the 
Prince Bujuchtu-Chm^^hx} did them 
a deal of mifehief in the years i688 
and 16E9. 

CojiU *f But we muii now return to the 
Aigum. frQntjers belonging to his Czarian 
Majefty, and firft to the caftle of 
Argunt^ which ftands to the weft of 
the river ot that name. It is de¬ 
le nded by a RsiJJian garrifon, and the 
people round about are Komi Tun~ 
gufis^ and tributaries to his fatd Ma- 
Turigur« They are a warlike people, 

jw/ thar ' i , L' I LI ^^ 

firtwitii. and in this place are able to bring 
four thou fa nd men into the held, 
well mounted, and armed with bow 
and arrow. Nor dare the Mongaiei 
make any attetrtprs upon them, but 
in the night and by ftcalth, to carry 
Hth ka- off their horfes and cattle. In the 
w inte r they dre fs themfe 1 ves i n fkins, 
or rather in the ficcces of iheep, and 
wear boots after the manner of the 
Cbincje. Their caps have a broad 
rim or border of fur, which they 
Jiff up and down according to the 
weather i they have a girdle armed 
with iron, four fingers in breadth, 
with an arrow that ferves them for 
a flute. They go with the head bare 
andlhaved in thefummer, with on¬ 
ly one lock behind as the cuftom is 
with the Cbimftj and wear a drefs 
of blue Cbifiefi cloth, cjuilted with 
cotton, but no fliirt. To conclude, 
they have naturally little or no beard, 
faces rather broad than not, and arc 
not very unlike the Calmucs. 

75 /i> When their ftore of proviGons be- 
gins 10 grow ftiort, they go in hoards 
to hunt the ftag and the rein-deer, 
which they drive together and fur- 
round, and fhoot a great number, 
which they divide among them, for 
it very feldom happens that they 
mifs their aim, Their women drefs 
much as the men do, and the only 
difference to be perceived is, that 
they have two treffes of hair which 
fall upon their breaft on each fide. 
Polygamy is lawful among them, 
provided they take no more wives 
than they can keep j and they buy 
them without troubling their heads 
whether they have been pofiefled by 
^tr rW;.others or not. They believe there is 
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a God in Heaven, and yet they pay 
him no divine honours, nor addfeis^*'X^ 
any prayers to him. When they 
want to confult their Smtan or Ma¬ 
gician to know whether they fhaJI 
have fuccefs in a hunting match, or 
in any Intended depredation, they 
go to him in the night beating upon 
a drum ; And when they would re¬ 
create themfelves, they make a kind ^ 
of arrack of mares milk, which they’^^' 
leave to turn, and then diftit at two 
or three repetitions, between two 
earthen pots clofely ft opt up, with 
a iitde wooden-pipe, and this makes 
a good fpirir, with which both men 
and women fuddle till they have loft 
their fenfes. Their wives and their irartV-inp- 
daughters mount a horfe as well 
the men, and like them appear 
armed with bow and arrow. Inftead 
of bread they cat the roots of yellow*"^” ' 
lilies dry’d, and make a kind of broth 
of them when reduced to a meal or 
flour ; but they profefs nothing of 
tillage or culture. There, as well 
as elfewhcrc, they value thofe who 
are wealthy, who carry on a con¬ 
fide table trade with the 'Targaji and 
the XiaU who are under the domi¬ 
nion of China. This trade confifta 
chiefly in an exchange of furs for 
blue cotton cloth, other Jbrts of 
cloths and tobacco. Th^ pretend 
TO be defeended of thefe ^argaji or 
the Aorfi^ with whom they concradt 
alliances, and live with as friends. 

Half a day's journey from the caf- 
tlc of Argum^ in the mountains, 
you mffi! with a filver mine fallen in, 
and ftill ffe Jeverat melting-places 
which the people of and 

I^auna have formerly made ufc of. 

From hence quite to Ntrfmikm the 
capital of ZDitarttf, h is a ten days 
journey by land upon camels. Ic 
is a fine country divided into parcels^,A„y,A# 
by fmall rivers, where you meet with^Daiit*. 
the fineft plants, and the moft beau¬ 
tiful flowers in the world; in the 
mountains and on the hills, and in the 
vales, you havegrafs three foot high: 

But the county here lies uncultiva¬ 
ted, being in the pofieffion of Tur- 
rtfrj, who are under the dominion of 
his Czarian Majefty. 


Having 
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1695. Having travelled through the 
country of j^gumj and eroded the 
great river of ^mur^ towards that of 
WCiii- G&rbija, which is reckoned the coni'* 
“• mon boundary of the dominions of 
his Czarian Majedy, and thofe of the 
Emperor of Chmst whofe jurifdiftion 
extends caftward from that river 
quite to the fea,aod that of the Czar 
wedward and northward, to the 
eadward of the G^rbija we met with 
the rivers of Tugur and which 
are to the northward of the Jlmur^ 
and proceed till they diicharge them- 
lelves into tlie Chinefe ocean, or the 
fea of Atnur. They take a great 
many fables between thefe two ri> 
vers, whofe borders arc inhabited by 
^Icmuriy and Ksreiji. It 
Ko^n, likely thde laft ate originally from 
CoelHf vrhich is not very far off, and 
whither it is pofiible to go in a few 
days with a lair wind. It is laid 
they came hrll and fettled upon the 
banks of the and that inpro- 

cefs of time they extended their li¬ 
mits. Thole who live upon the fca- 
coafl, fubim by hlhtng, and thole 
who arc farther up m the country, 
by hunting, with which they inricb 
themlclves, becaufe here they have 
the dneA furs in the whole world. 
This country is under the governor 
of yakutikoi, who takes care to keep a 
good guard in the woods, to prevent 
the Cf^inffe from (haring the fables 
that are there to be met with. 
tfioMitr, The inhabitants of the neighbour'* 
^thtfi j[jg i {lands come every year to the 
banks of thcle two rivers. They 
are people of a good mein and af- 
pedl, cloathed In rich furs, under 
which they wear a dlkved after the 
Perjian mode; Urge of da tore, and 
with majcftic beards. They come 
to buy women and maidens of the 
Siberian Tartars i for they love the 
fex, and in exchange for them, they 
give fables and black fox^ilcins, which 
according to their account, abound 
in their idands. They even endea- 
fhtifvi- vour to perfuade the Tungujh of 
Siberia to come and trade among 
them, and give out that the country 
of Jaititskoi was formerly theirs, and 
in truth their language in feme de* 
VoL- I. 


gree makes good this their preten* 1691. 
lion. 

The river of Ogotah to the north¬ 
ward of thcle two rivers, and be¬ 
tween them and the river of Wa 
are many whales upon the coaff, 
and even quite to the frozen cape, 
where there isalfb nar whale andleals 
in abundance. The town of Kam^Othtr^^. 
Jatka^ and all the coad beyond, 5$ 
inhabited by the Xuxi and Koeliki^ 
whofe language differs from that of 
the reft. Thofe who live upon the 
coad are cloathed in fea!-Ikins, and 
live in holes under ground; but 
thofe who live farther up in the 
country are rich, and feed upon vc- 
nifon and raw hfh, and make ufe of 
their own water to waffi themfetvea 
with. For the reft, thefe are by no 
means a people to be trufted, and 
have no fenle either of law or ho- 
nefty. Their only arms are flings, 
which they ufe with ftrrprillngpow¬ 
er and dexterity. They have fliow 
upon the ground for feven months 
of the year, and yet it falls only at 
the beginning of winter, nor is ic 
there very deep. There Is a gulf 
near Kamfatka^ where they take a 
prodigious quantity of the narwbaie 
and other creatures of the fea. 

As for the frozen cape, the far- Difiritti* 
ther it advances into the fea, the"f^«f 
more it is cut and formed into iflands. 
and divided. There is a paftage a 
little above Karnfatka, where the 
narwbaie hfhers hnd their labour turn 
CO a good account. One part of the 
inhabitants of j^nadieskei, and of 
Sabat/ia, are Xuxt and K^likt ; and 
the river of Salajia produces good 
herring, fturgeon, Sterbetb and Neb’- 
ne. As you advance up into the 
country, you meet with fevcral 
houfes along the Simanika^ inhabited 
by CoJdckSf in fubordination to his 
Czarian Majefty, and who there col¬ 
let the duties the Tartan of thofe 
parts pay to that Prince; And as it 
is that part of all Siberia where they 
take the moft fables and Laxes along 
the rivers, (b it is the moft heavily 
laden with dudes. The climate of 
the frozen cape, which the 
v/Cff call Sixseetenmi or ISaly Cape^ is 
N a exceffive- 
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1695. exceflivciy cold, and it there freezes 
with fuch violence, that the ifles of 
ice, driven by the winds, form high 
mountains there, which look like 
firm land. The wind however fnaiters 
pfiu. them fomelimes, and makes them 
fall to pieces, which joining with o- 
thers that are Boating upon the fea, 
they form new mountains again. It 
fomeiimes happens, that for two or 
three years together, this fea is 
frozen over, a remarkable inftance 
of which was known from the year 
1694, to the year 1697. 

Lena The great river ^ll^na rifes to the 
fotithweft ward near the lake of Bat* 
Ukiii/ kal, where Siberia is parted from 
Dauria. Upon this river you have 
the town of yakut^oi^ from whence 
in fummer there are velleh which go 
for the fea^coaft: and the openings of 
the cape of Sabatjta^ to J^adieskoi^ 
and to KamJatAa, to get the ttar- 
tarh ttihakf and whale-oil. The tartan 
of thofc pans do for this purpofc 
makeufe of fmall leathern barks with 
wonderful agility. The inhabitants 
in the neighbourhood of Jakutikm^ 
and the ^ive^ofJ^OTwr, are called ^<1- 
^r^r,and drefs in a manner peculiar to 
themfelves. Their coats arc aSmod 
Ukethofe of the G^r^Ttfalhion, and 
of furs of all forts of colours fewed 
together, with a white border four 
fingers broad of hind-fkin, and are 
open behind, and at the fidcs, but 
V^ttr fc* they wear no Ihirts. They wear long 
hair, and believe there is a God in 
heaven, who blcflcs them with life, 
food, wives and children. Betides 
this, they once a year celebrate a 
great felUval, when they offer him 
Kunii and arack. They even abdain 
from drink during the time it lads, 
and light up great fires, which they 
continually fprinkle on the ead-fide 
with thefe liquors, in which con- 
fifts their whole offering or iacrificc. 
Tanngif. When one of them happens to dye, 
they bury his neared relation with 
him 1 a cudom not unlike that of 
feme Indiaai^ whofe wives attend 
their hufbands on the fatal pile, and 
burn with them, that they may not 
be feparated from them in the next 
world. 
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Their language partakes of that 169^. 
fpoken by the Mobatitmciiaa Tartars^ 
who live in the territories of 
and arc originally of the country or 
Bolgan Polygamy 1 $ alfo lawful a* 
mong them. They are chiefly drawn 
by dags, which they even ride upon, 
and travel with them a great deal 
of ground in a little time. ThcyTO'"^^?*- 
are a brave people, not dedirutc of^' 
genius, and fond of truth. And yet 
when it happens that the Governor 
of yakutskei^ in whofe jurifilidlion 
they are, does not keep a drift hand 
over them, they commit all forts of 
diforders, and are continually (cour- 
ing the country about i but when he 
keeps a heavy hand over them, they 
are obedient and peaceable, and are 
guilty of nothing amifs. On the con¬ 
trary, they love him, and would be 
foriy to lofc him. They pretend 
to be defeended of the Mmgaies and 
the KaimucSj, and to have been tranf^ 
planted 10 the northward by the 
RuJ^am. The fourvy Is a very com¬ 
mon difoale among them \ but they 
eafilycure ihemfclvcs of It, by eat¬ 
ing of raw fifh and Deugti^ which is 
a kind of tar. 

The yuhgates are another (otxoicmftm^ 
heathens who live in that country/^ 
and have a cuftom very peculiar 
with them, with regard to their re- 
tations when they dye ^ they take off 
all the flefh, and drying the bones 
of the fkeleton, they adorn it with 
coral and glafs beads of all forts of 
colours. They then carry it in pro- 
ttffion about their cabbins, and pay 
it the very fame honours they pay 
to their idols. The banks of the 
Lem abound with teeth of the Le». 

«i»f, and other bones of that crea¬ 
ture, which come out of the moun¬ 
tains and frozen grounds along the 
fidcsofthat river, which are often 
torn away by ice. Many fine rivers 
from the fouthward come and fall 
into this. The chief are the Wit- 
tim, the Oltiiaa, and the Maja, in 
the neighbourhood of which they 
have fine black iables, and ocher 
furs in abundance, and efpeclally the 
grey fort, which, in winter, they 
buy of the Tartars, after the race of 
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1695. a thoufand for ihree or four rubles. 
The country watered by the Maja 
produces alfo all forts of grain, ai 
well as the country towards the 
fburce of the Lenat and particularly 
that of fVfrgdemhlp and of 
which are very fertile, and whence 
the country of Jakuts^ fupplies ic- 
felf with nccellaries for Its fupport: 
And indeed, they do not give here a- 
bove ten pence or twelve pence for 
an hundred weight of rye: Cattle is 
as cheap in proportion, but then mo¬ 
ney is a great rarity there. 

The fea coaft between the Lma 
and the is unnavigable quite 

to the river of ^araida, bccaufe it is 
always full of ice 5 but the country 
between the I'araida and is 

inhabited by the and heathen 

7 arlar ’Tur^ufa^ concerning whofc 
manner of living and religion, we 
have declared ourfclvci already. As 
for the banks of the JtniJia which 
rifes to the fouihward of ’Tartary^ 
in the country of the Kalmtics and 
KtrgtfeSf they arc almoft all occu¬ 
pied by Ru^am, Three fine rivers 
come here to difeharge themfelves, 
namely, the Wergnaja ^ungaskaj 
the Podkamema I’unguskaf and the 
'Nijkaja ^uttguska. The banks of 
thefe rivers are inhabited by a fort 
of wild 1 ‘uTtgufes^ not very different 
from the Samceds^ except that they 
are larger of ft attire, and more ro- 
buft: They are a turbulent people. 
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and love to be at war with their 
neighbours. When thefe Tartan'^^^pi^ 
go out to hunt the elk with bow and,^,^"5 
arrow In hand, the only weapons 
they make ufe of, and have fhot 
one, they follow him by the track, 
lonaetimes eight or ten days together, 
with their wives and children ; and 
as upon thefe occahons they never 
burthen themfelves with any fore of 
provifion, depending wholly upon 
their game, they wear a girth, or 
kind of bodice, which they take in 
an inch or two every day, according 
as they find ihemfclves prefs'd by 
hunger. At length, when they have 
laid hold on the eJk they had been 
purfuing, they cut his throat, and 
fpreading a light tent, they neyer 
ftir a ftep from the place til! they 
have eaten him up to the bone. Up¬ 
on thefe occadons it happens fbme- 
times that they take furs, which they 
fell in places where there are Ri^i- 
ans. This country abounds in white 
and brown foxes, and fquirrcls, but 
cannot boa ft of any great number of 
fables. The towns of and-ring™^ 

Mungafeja are not far from the 
nijia. They there drive a great trade 
by land with all forts of furs, nar~^^ 
wbak and fuammutt teeth. They e- 
ven, from thefe two towns, fend 
out feveral veftcls to the mouth of 
the river, and upon the fea coafts to 
ftfli for narwbakt and feal, whence 
they reap confiderable advantage. 


CHAP. XXX. 

/f cominuatim of the travels of Mr. Le Bruyn. His depar¬ 
ture from Aftracan, The courfe of the Wolga cmimued. 
Defeription of the Cafpian fea. Situation of Derbent. 
rival in Perlia. 


lyot, T theof we 

embarked at AJiracan to con- 
Dtfnrtkrt tinue our way, and went to dine at 
>f*Aflra. diftance of three werfts from the 
town, at a place where the Afme^ 
man merchants had prepaired a dinner 


for us, and where we diver red our- 
fclves for an hour, ac the found 
fevera! inftruments j after which we 
took leave of our friends. As we 
went down, wc faw a great number 
of "Tartar tents, which ft retched up 
4 a good 



140 T R 

1703* a good way inio the country. At 
night we went to lye on Ihote under 
the guard of two foldiers, who had 
been granted to me. I there llept 
without thinking of my net tofereen 
me from the dies, imagining I as 
yerdood tn no need of it; but I was 
iboD didurbed out of my Deep by 
the annoyance of thefe infcdU, who 
would allow me no reft. Ac day 
break we continued our courfe, the 
ihore level and full of trees. About 
{even of the clock we la w the mona- 
ftery of St. on our larboard 

fide, and a little farther, an ifiand 
in the river, and fomc great birds. 

eleven of the clock we palled by a 
wear, or place contrived to take fiih, 
which looked very much like an 
ifland, oppoiitc to which there was a 
Corp deguardf full of foldiers, who 
are there to keep an eye on the fliip* 
ping that come up the river. This 
wear was farmed by certain inhabit 
tants of Mr/na, who there lalted the 
fifli they caught, to fend it home, 
and had a great vcflcl ready there 
for that purpose. The river runs 
fomewhat narrow in fomc places 
hereabouts, bccaufc of the iflands, a- 
round which it divides lifclf into fe¬ 
ver al branches. A league from hence 
wc came to another wear, fur rounded 
about with reeds, and afterwards to 
another Corp-de-gaard f\iponmiila.nd 
where there are four fmalJ hills, a- 
bout 60 wrefts from Afiracan. The 
river is here dammed or barricadoed 
up, with an opening like a fluice to 
let (hipping pafs and repafs. About 
two of the clock we fleered away 
to the (buthward, having fleered 
caftward hitherto. At fix in the c- 
vening we were 4 werfts from the 
C&jpioji iea, which is 8oor qo werfts, 
that is, 17 German leagues from A- 
ftracan. I there difcharged my vef- 
fel and my foldiers, to whom 1 de¬ 
livered a letter from the Governor. 
We that night, for the firfl time, 

cover my felf with my net, without 
which the flies would have prevent¬ 
ed me from lleeping a wink, as has 
already been obferved. There have 
ocen even people that have died of 
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the bite of thefe flies. A hound 1 1703. 
had was fo tormented by them, that 
he threw himfclf into the river, and 
wc had much ado to get him again i 
after which 1 was obliged to take 
him under my net, where he flept 
quietly. 

Upon the fourteenth^ in the morn¬ 
ing we held on our courfe by the help 
of our oars, the river being here 
narrow, and the fides full of reeds. 

Wc met with our lighter at a wetil 
from the Cafptan fca, where we 
flopped. The pilot, however, wctit 
on t^forc U5 to lound upon the banks, 
where he found no more than g 
palms of water j but as the wind 
was Ibuiherly, and blew up the ri¬ 
ver, it was ^own the water would 
fife very loon. He went to the fame 
place again at five of the clock, and 
found it had accordingly rifen 2 
palms, fo that our veflel drawing but 
little, we hoped we might be able 
to go over the lands in two or three 
hours rime. In expeAation of th i s , 
wc threw our nets into the water, 
and caught a quantity of perch and 
Tome lobfters. I went afterwards on 
(tore with a view to meet with fomc 
game, in a walk towards the fea, 
but I was foon obliged to return back 
to our vdTcls, becaufe of the reeds 
which choaked up the way, bcfidcs 
that it was marlhy. However, 1 
there met with butterflies of extra¬ 
ordinary beauty, being red without, 
and white mottled wiihin. At nine 
at night they landed the lighted of 
the baggage belonging to the palTen- 
gers, and every body went on (hore 
except two or three that (laid on 
board of the lighter. When wc got 
to the mouth of the river, we found 
it vc^ ftrak and narrow, the land 
running into it on each fide in feve- 
ral places j befides that there arc fe- 
vcrol banks of fand at the entrance 
into the fea, which arc diftinguilhed 
by branches of trees, inftcad of other 
fea-marks. At night we were obliged 
to come to, till the break of day on 
when we got up our 
anchor to go over the fands, upon 
which wc ftruck j but we foon got on ' 
float again by unlading fome of our 
4 bales 
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1703. bales into the fighter. We ftrucit 

^'’^J'^upc>n (hem however a Cecond time, 
and were obliged to make ufe of our 
lighter or tender, to carry the goods 
.anti all the people on fhotc. As wo 
had a very fair wind at north, we 
were fooii at lea, furrounded by 
land on all fides, with certain moun¬ 
tains to the rtarboard of us. Upon 
the /ixtemthj in the morning, the 
tender came up with our goods and 
our paflengcrs; iho' we had a bank 
of land to go over, and a large Iflanci 
on the larboard'fide, between us and 
the main fea, Having coafled along 
this inand, we came up with this 
fame fand, upon which again we 
had the misfortune to ftrlke, but we 
foon got on float again. Having 
got Into the depth of a fathom and 
half, we took out goods and pafleti¬ 
gers out of the tender, and fent her 
back again to Aflmcan^ with a letter 
I wrote to the governor. 

Mii About noon, we faw on one hand 
of us the four mountains which the 
Ru 0 attt call Krafna-Jatiitr-hoigre^ 
or the four rtd Mountains^ whofc 
fart lie ft point is too werfts from vf- 
Jiracan, We were foon out of fight 
of this land, and the wind being 
Ihlftcd Into the foutbern board, we 
hauledl away fbuih-well, with very 
fair weather; but we were foon af¬ 
ter obliged to drop anchor in a fa¬ 
thom and half of water, bccaufe the 
wind was come about eafterly. Up¬ 
on theyjtvwfrr/r/^, in the morning, 
we got. under way again with the 
wind at north, and flood away to the 
fouthward. There fell lome rain, 
after which, the fun having difpcllcd 
the clouds, there fprung up a frefli 
gale which lafted till night, and 
raifl^ a fwell in the fca: Our patron 
or pilot being tired out, anddeflrous 
to repofe himfclf a little, gave the 
helm to another, who would foon 
have carried us back again to Afra- 
can^ if it had not been for me, for I 
always carried my own compafs a- 
bout with me both by fea and land. 
The wind ftiifted about in the nighr, 
and fell all at once, fo that we 
were obliged to let go an anchor in 
8 fathom, Upon the mhtemih iii 
VoL, 1. 
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the morning we got under fail again; 1703, 
it was rainy weather, and a calm 
came on, but a breeze fpringing up 
foon afterwards to the north-weft, 
we fleered away a foutherly courfe. 

But coming on to be a hrifk gale, 
every body was out of forts W'lth ir, 
even to the feamen, and the foldj- 
diers who are obliged to help to 
work the vefTcl when occafion re¬ 
quires. Of rhefe fall we had twenty 
one on board, and about fifty paf* 
fengers, mofl of them Armi*niam. 

Our veflet carried two fmall bra ft 
cannon, and might conveniently 
have been burthened with 250 bales, 
which I had reduced to iSo, that 
we might have room enough, as 
has been fa id j fhe had three rudders, 
one aftern, and one on each fide, 
which they ufc upon certain occafi- 
ons. Theft veflels have nothing 
but a main fail, which they double 
when the wind is fair, fo that they 
are not at all proper to ply with to 
windward; befides [hat, they are 
not contrived to row. That day, 
in the afternoon, the pilot went to 
the helm again, but bearing too clofe 
upon the wind as the fail was trim¬ 
med, it came all into the wind j fo 
that the veflcl not feeling her helm, * 
they were obliged to hand their 
fail: After which they made uft of 
another helm to bring her about; 
then the fail was fpread again, by 
which I perceived thefe people are 
not a whit better mariners than the 
Greeks, The wind continuing at 
north, weconunuedtofteerthefame 
courft, and tho’ we were now far 
advanced Into the fta, I found the 
water was fill I fweet and good ro 
drink; hue foon after it became fair, 
and greener, and the waves very 
fhorr. 

Having fleered this courfe all 
night fay a clear moon-light, we, up¬ 
on the nineteenth^ in the morning, 
to the weflward of us, perceived one 
of the mountains of Perfn^ called Perfii. 
Samgaeit and coafting it along fouth- 
criy, a good league from the fliore,^^""' 
we about nine of the clock doubled ‘ 
on r ft il, w i th moun tai ns con ti n u al ly 
on the fide of us, together with 
O 0 woods. 
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woods, and a landy beach^ After 
a (hort calm, the wind /prung up at 
north-caft, and wc fleered away 
fouth-eaft, continually coafting it a- 
long to double the outermoft point 
of the peaked mouniain diftingulfli- 
'Ih* Jn- ^ plate. This coaft 

a very dangerous one quite to 
^^^^^'Derhenty Ixcaufe of the Samgatii 
who inhabit thefe mountains, and 
who plunder on all fidcs, fo that 
there is no landing among them. 
They are MobammedanSy and lay 
hands on all the goods of iuch fhips 
as have the misfortune to ftrike up¬ 
on (heir coaft, and think tbemfelves 
imder no obligation to account for 
them, but to their natural Frince. 


About three of the clock the wind 
came about at call, juft as we were 
at the point of the hill, and in light 
of, and but a league from T^erbent.jit m«* 
We there came to an anchor, and at^Oef- 
that diftance it was that I drew the^^" 
profpedt you have in the pi ate mark¬ 
ed with the letter B, 


but the wind was but faint, and wc 
made but little or no way, and at break 
of day, we were on the other tide 
of the town. It Hands upon the gts*- 
weft on the lea* (ho re, and leemcd/'>«- 
to me to be about a league and an 
half in circumference. On the fide 
of the fca, down hill, it is defended 
by a ftonewall, and has three gates, 
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1705. tw*o of which only are opened. The 
clradel Joins the town, on the right 
hand of which you fee a weit, with 
a fubrerraneous fpring which rife up 
pretty high* This town is well pro¬ 
vided with cannon, and as its litua- 
tion is very lofty, it makes a con- 
fiderable figure when behfcld from 
the fea. Moft of the ftones of tho 
citadel arc 7 palms and ah half in 
length, and 5 and an half in breadth, 
and are Well wrought after the an- 
tient manner; and indeed, theP^fj^- 
ant will hive it, that this city is as 
old as the days of ^Uxanitr, Not 

^ensti. far off there are forty lomb-flones, 
about 15 palms in length, and a 
and an half in breadth; but they 
art not crefted ; befides leveral cif- 
terns, a great table and benches of 
the f^me. The hill of Derhent is 
all of rock, and full of Iprings of 
frcfli water, as well as the town ir- 
Jclh Thofc who have never been 
here before, are obliged to give the 
feamen fomcching to drink, and this 
by an antient cuftoin, which if not 
complied with, they threaten the 
party to duckhim in the water, and 
ibmetitnes it lb happens. This city 
is in the north-well of and of 
the kingdom of Ferfia^ upon the 
frontiers of Georgia and of ’Zuiria^ 
tjciwech the Cafpian Ira, and Mount 
CaucaJiiSf where the paflage is very 
narrow. 

Piraiii. The pirates called Koeratoek are at 
a day's diltance from t)erhent^ and 
the Rujftan Coffact frequently leave 
their country, to cruiie with them 
upon the Cajpian, where they plun¬ 
der all they meet with. 

bjgeiUn. This country which borders upon 
Ddgejlan^ a fmall province of Gf<?r- 
gia and ^uirla^ upon the Caj^lan 
lea, Is about 40 leagues in ciitcnt. 
't'he inhabitants of it are Tortari^ 
governed by their own Princes, be- 
iween Mujbnvy and and their 

principal towns are Tarku and An- 
dm. It is but feldotn taken notice 
of in our maps, tho’ ir be well 
known thcre^arc three or four Princes, 
the chief of which is him of Samgaoh 
the (2d,) the Crim Samgaeli (3d,) 
him of Bekii the (4th,) Caraboedagb 


Bekt or the Prince of Caraboede^h, 1703. 
The town of Idrku is called alfo 
Tirc^ or larkf, and by the 
Targboe, It is open, and ftands i-iiJl 
gainft a mountain upon the Cajpian 
fea, to the eaft of Georgia^ under the 
dominion of his Czarian Majelly, 
and about three days from Nija- 
waey. 

About noon, the wind chopped 
about to the north* eafti and we foon 
loft fight of Derbenti ftecrlhg away 
fouch-eaft. Upon thiscoaft we favtr 
leveral trees, and hills at a diftaiice 
up in the land. But the wind com> 
ing about to the Ibuth-eaft, about ah 
hour afterward, we w’cre obligtd 10 
let go an anchor half a league from 
the land, in a place where the Ihore 
was full of trees. Upon the 
jirfi in the morniitg, we fteered our 
courie again, coafting it along with 
very fair weather. About eight we 
had fight of the point of Ntftevi'aeyi 
and at noon came to an anchor, up^- 
on that coaft, in 3 fathom and an 
half of water, and there met with 
fix other vefiels that had left Aflra- 
can before us. At three in the oA-tl, 
terhoon I landed with all my cloaths,^'''*^' '■ 
and this was the very firft time 1*^*' 
ever fat foot ozi'PerJian ground. 

The Cajpian fea is about 
leagues in fengih from Ajlrdcan 
Ferohabai (a pafftgc wiiich is per-P™-^*' 
formed with oars, without the help 
of any wind in fourteen or fifteen 
days timej and about 90 in breadth 
from Cbowarafm to the coafts of 
ChtaJ^a or ^bironan. It neither ri- 
fes nor falls, and when it happens to 
overflow its banks. It is owing to the 
wind only. They pretend, that m 
and about the middle, and before 
the town of Derbent, it is bottom- 
left ; in other parts of it they ftrike 
the bottom vvith about 30 or 40 fa¬ 
thom of line, 'f'he water of it is /alt, 
as has already been fa id, and the frefh- 
nefs of that upon the coafts is owing 
Ip the rivers that fall into it. For 
the reft, it has no manner of commu¬ 
nication with the other feas, being 
furrounded alt about with lands and 
very high mountains. It is incon- 
ceivable to think what a number 

of 
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1703, of rirers fall imo this fea { they 
make it rife to no lets than one hun¬ 
dred ; the chief of which arc the 
f^elgat the Cirus or Kftr, and the 
jiraxfS} the two laft of which unite 
before they reach this fea, and then 
fall in it together, having hrll brought 
away with them the waters of ma¬ 
ny others, as the Sufirouw, the 
yiy, the Koi-ftiy the Kijlkfm^ (he 
Zitf/it, the Semi^ the AVer, the 
Oxus^ the j^rxantes or Tanaht and 
the reft. Tl^ fea was formerly cal¬ 
led the of Hyrcaniaj and the fea 
of Baebu, The Per^am call it the 
lea of Koffumy and the lea of AJira- 
can: The Ru^attt call it the fea of 
Guakrahiy or of Gevatienike-: The 
Gfor^wOTj, S^ay and the Armenia 
SUfi/nt c^ll it Thoie who chiefly 

jhm Mar-navigaie this fea are the Enffkm and 
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1 ‘Hrks, Tho’ the Csfar Mujcsfvy 1703. 
has fent fevcral vclTcls for that pur- 
pole to AjlfACCity under the convoy 
of one captain Mtyer, who has been 
already mentioned, die merchants 
chulc rather to freight the ordinary 
veflels, for the tranfporration 
of their goods from place to place, be- 
caufc they are not Jo fubjeft to leak; 
for oihcrwifc they would be much 
fitter for the purpofc, and would 
perform the voyage twice as foon, 
if due care were taken. But they 
labour under another defed, which 
is, that they are not fo flat l»ttom'd 
as the common imbarkatlons upon 
(hat lea, and therefore cannot bor¬ 
row fo near upon the coafts ofPer- 
fia and N/firji'aiyy where the others 
are fometlmes obliged to winter. 



CHAR XXXI. 

Situation of the country of Nifawaey. A great form, A 
terrible dufi. Arrival at Samafhi. 


Nife. I 'HERE are neither villages 
waey, nor houfcsto be met with up¬ 

on the coaft of Nijawaeyy which is 
low; Jb that travellers arc obliged 
to pitch tents there, or to go farther 
up into the country, juft as they 
think moft proper, and according to 
the ftay they arc to make in thefe 
parts. Therepair hither with 
camels and horfes, to meet travel¬ 
lers, and carry them to Samapi ; 
and as there happened to be fevcral 
fhips in the port when wc arrived, 
there was a great crowd of os. Up¬ 
on ih^twetUy^Jkond in the morning, 
wc threw our nets into a fmall ri¬ 
ver, which empties itfelf into the 
Jea at half a league from thence by 
two openings; but wc caught no 
great matter, tho* at certain times 
it be full of This river is cal¬ 
led the Nifarjfaeyy and communicates 
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its name to this country; its fpring 
is in the mountains. 

Upon the t'wentytbird^ the wind 
being at fouth-eaft, there failed five 
veflels for AJlracm. On board of 
thefe veflels feveral Armenian mer¬ 
chants imbarked with their goods, 
and I failed not to take this oppor¬ 
tunity of writing to my friends both 
there and 

Thole who are concerned in car¬ 
rying away the goods and merchan- 
dife brought by ftiipping upon this 
coaft, ^ are either At-abi or Turh, 
who in fummer live under tents^ 
and in winter, in villages a good 
diftance from the ctaft, 

Upon the twentypurthy there 
went away ft veral camels, laden with 
goods, With fome Ii.ti£ian merchants 
who had travelled with us from 
A/g/tew iQAJlracan. The fame day 

there 
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1703. there came to us an Arah^ who had 
been Arippedof his horie, and Tome 
rice he was bringing to fell, by three 
robbers, who upon this notice gi¬ 
ven, were immediately purfued by 
ten or twelve perfons, but to no 
manner of purpole. 

ASttm About noon, there came on a great 

^"i'^^Aorm, which raifed fo great a duft 
between the beach and the downs, 
that there was no knowing where to 
go for Ihelfer. Tho' we had a pret¬ 
ty large tent, fupported by two good 
poles, and well flaked down to the 
ground, I withdrew from thence to 
the fea Qdc, where the duA was not 
fo great, becaufc the fand there was 
wet! not to fay I was afraid the 
wind would blow away our tent x 
And indeed the thing happened as I 
had dreaded, and we were glad to 
cover our goods and baggage with ir^ 
by tying and fixing it down the beA 
wc could; and as the air was all 
full of a thick cloud of fand, every 
one of us endeavoured to get under 
Aielter, fome behind a fhattercd vef- 
iel that had fuAcred fhlpwreck, and 
others within her, a fad and dole¬ 
ful fight! This Aortncontinued till 
night, when we got up out tent a- 
gain, and with labour and pains re¬ 
covered our bales which had been 
buried under the land. 

Upon the twent^-Jifth^ certain 
merchants who had been twelve 
days upon this coaA, departed hence 
for Samajbi^ attended by very fine 
weather % but we were obliged to 
wait for the officer of the cuAoms, 
to whom we were to pay the ordina¬ 
ry duties before we Airrcd from 
thence. Thefeduties amount to for¬ 
ty-fix pence per bale, every bale four 
hundred weight, the ufual load of 
Stttmd borfe. That day the Aorm came 
fiwm. on again with fuch fury, that it was 
all we could do to keep our legs up¬ 
on the Aiore, and this drove us to 
the fide of the downs, three hundred 
paces from the fea, where we paf- 
fed our night: And here wc felt m 
with the crew of a veflel belonging 
to his Czarian MajeAy, who had re¬ 
tired under Ibmc huts. Among them 
were two Germans and a Swedijh 

Wou L 
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prifoncr, who made me a prefent of 1703. 
two birds which the Mujeemites call V-Tn-* 
Kar^ayekej and which are not ve*- 
ry unlike to young herons, except 
that their plumage is black, or of a 
very deep blue. As thele gentlemen 
came to fee me every day, they alfb 
brought me a white Crane of extra¬ 
ordinary fize and beauty. 

The Aorm laAcd all night, and 
the officer of tlic cuAoms, who ar¬ 
rived upon the twenty^ffxtbf permit¬ 
ted us to depart, as foon as he had 
fearched what we had. The next 
day we went away with above one 
hundred camels, ten horfes, and 
three affes, Acining it along the fea 
fide, whole Aiorcs wc found to be in 
the fame Aiattered Aate, aswherewe 
had fuAcred lb much inconvenience* 

We croAcd the four fmall rivers of 
SamoetJiaj Baiballat BuboelaetJIjay 
and Mordiva, proceeding on to the 
Ibuthward. Upon this fhore they 
have large creatures with fmall heads, 
which they call fea dogs or feals, 
fome of which are as big as horfes, 
and whole Jkin make admirable co¬ 
vering for trunks. In the feafon 
when ihefe creatures Ingender, there 
are thoufands of them to be leen on 
the Aiores of Nifaxi^a^'. Having 
travelled four leagues, we went to 
reA ourfeives in a plain beyond the 
Downs, half a league from the vil¬ 
lage of Mordffw, inhabired by Ara¬ 
bians^ who arc in poor mud cabbins, 
fuch as we have formerly delcribed 
thofe of the ’Tartars to have been, 
Mord&&y fignifics a marAi, and in-- 
deed this village is very marAiy, be¬ 
caufc of the waters which come 
down from the mountains ; but it is 
owing to the fame, that there is 
much rice here, and that it abounds 
with birds. 

Upon the twenty eighth^ wc con¬ 
tinued our journey along the fea fide, 
and travelled fix leagues. Here we 
turned off from the fea, having at a 
fmall dtAance before us, the high 
mountains of Wc there met 

with a fprtng of water, and feme 
ferry villages, confifting of a few mud 
houfes, inhabited, as they call them 
here, by Moors or Turks. The wea- 
P P tber 
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1703. ther being very 6ne, ihcfe mountains 
and plains had a very charming cf- 
!edt> The Caftan fea affords little 
or no hlh in there parts. There is, 
hovrever, here a kind of carp, not 
very good indeed, and a kind of her¬ 
ring, not better worth. 

Upon the twenty mntht we went 
on, and in an hour’s time entered the 
mountains, which are very lofty and 
very bare, full of rocks, without 
trees. There is even a great num¬ 
ber of pebbles In the plains. Hav¬ 
ing travelled over the high and ffony 
mountains of BarmOy we halted at 
nine in the morning, upon a flat 
hill furrounded with others that are 
higher, and we met wirh a brook of 
good water in a deep valley. I there 
(hot a large bird chat was black, grey 
and white, a fathom in extent from 
the lip of one wing to the tip of the 
other. It was a bird of prey* which 
' they there call Tjaliagany and not 
very unlike a faulcon. From his 
wings I drew good quills to write 
with. 

The weather continuing line, tfao' 
the wind was rather of the higheft, 
we proceeded on our journey to the 
fouthward, and pafftd by fcveral cab- 
bins inhabited by Are&iamy at the 
foot, on the flopc, and on the top of 
hills and mountains. Great num¬ 
bers of them arc in thefe parts to be 
met, with their wives, their children 
^ and their cattle. Thefe parts are in- 
rwMi rvaj. ^,y TobbcTs, which obligcs tra¬ 
vellers to be upon ihcir guard, and 
to take care how they fall afleep. 
From time to time we fited off fome 
pieces to let them know we were up. 
on the watch, and ready prepared to 
defend ourfelvesj and yet one of 
thefe rogues was lb bold as to come 
to reconnoitre us, but his temerity 
was rewarded with a Ibund cudg^t- 
ling. 

At midnight we moved on again, 
and in an hour s dme we came among 
hills covered with trees. At break 
of day, we went through a narrow 
deep paflage, where wc were oblig¬ 
ed to difn^nt and lead our holies 
Jtiiutrff by the bridle. When we hid got 
Ataariaci. down to ihc plain, wc twke cro^ 
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the river of Atatafaeiy or the pater- 1703. 
nalRivety which falls into the Caf- 
pian fea: Upon the top of a moun¬ 
tain, we found a great pond lull of 
water, with a great number of bird^ 
large and fmalT, round about it; and 
afterwards a fpring of admirable wa¬ 
ter, which comes out of a hill, and 
forms a fmall canal. Thb is a branch 
of che river we crofled twice rhe day 
before, which we crofled again a 
third time by fordii^ it, there hav- 
bg been a great drought for two 
years before. About eight of the 
clock, we had on the left of us a. 
great ftone caravanfera in ruins, and 
a place of burial near it, with many 
tombs of Arabians and Turks. We 
halted a little beyond this, by the 
fide of a brook, in a plain, four 
leagues from a fmall place called Ra- 
faraty where certain Arabians had 
pitched fome tents. We were o- 
bliged to fend for refrcfhments a 
league from thence. 

At two m the morning, we mov- 
ed (M again, continually mounting 
of hills and going down the lame, 
and we eroded a river, which the 
Turks call Orotfiy or the dry River 
and indeed it was dry then and full 
of pebbles;, and fo tc is in winter as 
well as in fummer. Towards the 
morning wc heard pheafants upon 
the bills, where are aifo hares and 
many fprmgs of water. Upon the 
laji day of the mmtby we halted in a 
great ffony plain forrounded with 
rocks, where wc found ten tents of 
Arabs who fuppltcd us with milk, 
frcfli butter^ eggs, and prety good 
n'ater. We there killed a fheep we 
had brought^ from ^yhracaHy and 
foaffed upon it. 

At two in the morning we con¬ 
tinued our way, amidft rocky moun¬ 
tains, and at break of day wc difeo- 
vered ourfelvcs to be near a fpring 
called Borbeelogby around which therl 
were fevcral Arabs under in a 
pia^ where every thbg was burnt 
up by the heat of the fun, and the 
great droi^hts. This was upon the 
frft day f J^gufty and that day we 
went but three leagues, it being, in 
lummer, impolBblc to travel with 

camels 
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IJ03. cameb above live or leagues in 
V.-'VNJ 24 hours I belides that it is oeceflary 
the Caravans fhould halt in places 
where there happens to be water. 
This is three leagues from Samacbit 
and as the mountains produce no 
wood, they are obliged to make ulc 
of canacls dung for their firing, }ull 
as in %^r. 

Rivtr «/ At two in the morning, we moved 

on, and crofied the river of Saharu 
Jhcy where we found nothing but 


pebbles inftead of water. As we 1^03. 
drew near to Samacbt^ we paflSsi by '-''YNJ 
feme fruit gardens. They made us 
ilop at the cultom-houle chat they 
might count our camels, which was 
foon done, and w« went into the 
town. This was upon the Jkmd 
day of the mouthy and we went to 
take up our lodging in the Caravan- 
fira of the jirmenians^ where we 
were entertained by a merchant oi 
that nation. 



CHAP, xxxir. 

Rejoicings on account of a ro^l robe. JDefeription (^^Samachi. 
Ruins of a great fortrefi upon the mountain of Kata-Ku^ 
luftahan. 


ntbtUf. VV they told us she Khan or Go- 
vernor of chat city had juil received 
a royal robe from the King his Ma¬ 
iler, whereupon he caufed great 
publick rejoicings to be made for 
four days together. 

It was lb excclliveiy hot when we 
arrived at this place, and no rain 
fitmt. having fallen for the fpace of two 
or three years before, there happen’d 
to be a great fcarcky of every thing, 
and they now fold a loaf for ten- 
pence, which had never cjoft above 
twopence lor a century before, O- 
tber provifions were dear in propor- 
tbn, and they now fold a fowl for 
fivcpence or fiipenoe which before 
was ufed to letch not above three* 
halfpence. 

They are very ftri£l in eramining 
all the goods that go through this 
city, for which purpofo the officers 
of the cuftomscome to the Caravan- 
fera^ where they have an apart* 
ment^ but they tkmand nothir^ for 
this vilit, you only give them fifty 
pence for every camel load, whereas 
they formerly paid no more than a 
fiorin, but this is only with regard to 
the goods carried into Ftrfa., and 
4 


as the carriage is commonly by hor- 
fos, the bates muH be dimintlhed by 
the half, a horfe load nor exceeding 
four hundred weight, whereas that 
of a camel is eighcor nine hundred. 

Upon the of this month, at .. 
eight m the morning, theKibirir re-^Wf/ 
paired to a garden, a quarter of 
league from the town, there to in- 
vell himlelf with the robe we juH 
now mentioned. As great prepara¬ 
tions had been made for this fotem- 
nity, 1 went with feveral others to 
have a fight of it. Firlt there ap* 
pcared a number of perfons on horfo- 
back, fucceeded by ten camels, a* 
domed with two tittle red Aandards 
to the right and left. Upon fix of 
thefe there were kettle-drums which 
the PerfamzotX Tamhaipantof which 
four were of extraordinary fize,point¬ 
ed at bottom,which a drummer up¬ 
on one of the camels A ruck from 
I ime to ti me. Four trumpeters Aop t 
at intervals on the way fide to found 
their Karamas or Trumpets, which 
are very long, wide at tfoctom, and 
according to my ear, make a very 
difagreeable nolle. Ac fome diAance 
alter thefe came four hautbois, wh ich 
they call Karana-najUr. The ca¬ 
mel# 
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S703. mel$ were aJfb followed by twenty 
mufqueteer&difierenrJy habited, fotne 
In green, fome in purple^ and fame 
in grey, and after chefe came fix of 
ihe Kban’e or Governor’s menial fcr- 
vants; after thefe appeared their ma’ 
fter himfeJf upon a fine chefnut horfe 
mofi beautifully caparifoned. This 
Nobleman, who was in a fhort kind 
of veil, and with a large turban on 
liis head, after the Per^mt mode, 
was followed by four eunuchs, fomc 
tawny, others black, richly habited 
and well mounted. After chele ap¬ 
peared the moft confjderable perfo- 
nages of the place, and a great num¬ 
ber of others on horfcbacki then 
nine led horfes of the Khan\ fump- 
tuoufly caparifoned, with each a 
fmall drum on the right fide of the 
faddle. Moft of the perfons of di- 
fiinftion had the like, which from 
time to lime they ftruck with their fin¬ 
gers. They were almoft all of filver 
like chofe of the Khan. Befides all 
this a great number of foldiers were 
ranged along the garden, on the right 
hand towards the mountains, and 
each of ihefe foldiers had a feather 
in his capi and in (horr, two horfes, 
upon which were two men covered 
from head to foot with a gown 
quilted and wrought with all forts of 
colours, reprelenting monkeys; and 
as they were well broke to the tricks 
and play of that creature, they drew 
the eyes of every body upon them, 
and kept at the difiance of twenty 
paces from each other, with mufici- 
ans near them. When they had reach¬ 
ed the garden, the Khan and the great 
men who had attended him, dif- 
mounted from their horfes at the 
fore-gate, which was large and built 
of ftone. He there robed himfclf 
with his royal veftraent, and in half 
an hour mounting his horfe again, 
he returned to the town in the fame 
order he came out of it. This robe 
was pretty long, and of gold bro¬ 
cade, and upon his head he had a 
golden cap, in the nature of a crown. 
This cavalcade was attended by a 
great number of fervants on horft* 
back, who rode and pranced about 
on the fidcs of the procelHon, with 
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a Kaljattf or fmoaking bottle In their 170j, 
right hand for the ute of their ma- 
fters. Thefc bottles are of glaft, 
adorned with gold or filver at top, 
and extremely near. Other of thefe 
fervants had a little pot full of fire 
at the pummel of their iaddJes, for 
their mafiets to light their pipes by, 
bur there was no tobacco fmok^ 
upon this accafion. Many of thefc 
great men diverted thcmfelves on 
the way with darting the Ayntr^ 
which is a kind of cane. Every bo¬ 
dy had run out of the town to fee 
this cavalcade, fome on foor, and o- 
thers on borfeback, a light agreeable 
enough to the eye, becaufe of the 
variety of olgeds: others came from 
the villages, of which the country 
about is full, from the tents of the 
Arabia and from the gardens which 
are feen on all fidcs. The Khan be- 
fore he afiumed hts robe, covered 
himfclf with the gold cap juft now 
mentioned, which was adorned with 
precious ftones, clofcd at top, and 
carried at a fmall diftance before 
him on horleback. They pretend 
that this cap rcprclcms the arms of 
the prophet Aii^ who was wont to 
wear fuch an one. The Ki'an took 
it off when he put on his robe, and 
it was carried before him in going 
back, as it had been in coming. 

This cavalcade took up two hours. 

It rained in the evening, and it 
fo continued to do till towards noon 
the next day. This made the ways 
fo bad, that it was as much as the 
horfes could do to get forward i but 
it was very fine weather from the 
ftventb to the tenth of this month. 

We had, however, an earthquake, 
which did no damage, except that 
it obliged a great many people to go 
out and lye in the fields, for frar 
their houfes ftiould fall upon their 
beads, 

rpect or the town from a hill to the^sam- 
foothward, and from the placc'^'i* 
whence it makes the beft figure, as 
It is to feen in number 38. h is 
longer than it is broad, and as it is 
deftitute of molchs, towers, or con- 
fidcrable buildings, 1 have only di- 

ftinguifiicd 
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1703* iiinguifhed the Khan% palace by the great number of cooks who have all 1703. 

the Carttvattfera of Cif- lores of victuals ready dreffed. The'"^/^ 

cajfm^ which is on the caft fide of ' “ "- 

the town by the tetter Bj and a 
hill where arc the ruins of an ancient 


fortrels, by the letter C. It is to the 
northweft of the town, and we £hall 


_^ _ _ 

bazars are at one of the ends of this^***^'' 

marker, and are alto full of the thops 
of goldfraiths, t1)oe makers, fadlers, 
and fo on. Some of them are co¬ 
vered with ftonc, and feme wirh 


fpcak more amply of it hereafter, as wood, and coniain feveral tlrects 
well as of another, higher, which is There you have coffee-honfes, and 
to be leen on one tide of it. This all the caravan ft ras, which have no 
town is upon the Hope of an hill j profpefl: of the ftreer, and where they 
IS about a league in circumference, go in by a great door. 1 here- is a 
and all open, the walls having been fcorc of them, whereof thofe be- 
Arown down by an earthquake a- longing to t\i^ Indium, which arc of 


tlone and the fined of all, arc twen¬ 
ty three or twenty four foot high. 
Ours had forty rooms on the floor 
beneath, and was fquare. Theft 


bout five and thirty years ago. Tho' 
there be here no remarkable build¬ 
ing, there are, however, leverat 
mofehsi but they are all fmall and 

low, fb that they are not diflinguith- are the places where they ftll the 
able from without the town. They principal forts of goods j nor indeed 
call rhem Mu*zejit. There are two are there any great thops of any fort 
of them that have fmall domes, in- in the bazars. This town is called 
to which they enter by a court, and by ftvcral names, tome call it 
without any other ornament than a maebi, others Sumachia, and rhePer- 
place raiftd up in a round form, and Jam tbcmftlves SchamachL It is in 
full of fears. The houfts of this about 4^} degrees and ^■o minutes of 
town are of the moft ordinary fort, northern latitude, and is the capital 
of tlone and of earth, flar at top, of the province of or 

poor and mean to look at, and to part of the ancient Media, to the 
low for the moft part that you may north-north-weft of Pe/Ja-, to the 
reach the roofs of them with the weftward of the province of Gl/an, 
hand. The chief of them are never- and to the northward of that of I~ 
thelets neat enough wirhin-fide, and rak, and extends quite to the fron- 
adorned with carpets, and tuch like xicT&oiHjfrcania. They pretend this 
things: the walls of them are plaftcr- city was built by a certain King of 
ed, and very white with fome ftreaks P^a called Sbinoan Sbab, twenty 
of colour; fome of theft are even four leagues from the CaJ^ian fta. 
two ftorics high and raiftd at top. The way over the mountains fo turns 
That of the Khan himftlf is upon an and winds, that we were 24 hours in 
eminence, and yet makes no great going over them, and fix days in per- 
figure from without. Here are al/b forming the whole journey with ca- 
to be ften the ruins of a tolerably mcis; iho', indeed, it may be done 
large mofth, to which belong two in three on horftback. It is forty 
or three Ions of domes i which leagues from hence to Dcrbent, if 
ftem to have been formerly hand- you go over the mountains of 
fbm. This building is of ftone well The/£&<oi governs here as a Kingtgjtitut*/ 

compadled together, the moft ancient and has under him only a KaiantaerftiKhvi’i 
and fineft in alt the town, where are or burgo-mafter, vrho has no man-^^** 
feveral other ruins to be fcen fcatrer- ner of authority, and has nothing to 


ed up and down. At the foot of the 
hill where the Khan keeps his court, 
there is a great market where they 
fell eve^ fort of thing, and cfpeci 


do but to prepare a lift of the tub- 
fidies the country is to furnifli the 
Khan, who has a chancery, coun- 
feltors, and an arftnal In his palace, 


ally fruits. This is the quarter or provided with fome pieces of cannon; 
diftrifl of the braziers, where there two of which are at the entrance, 
«re, however, other fbops, and a and are difeharged upon pubjick re- 
Vo l, I. Ci.q joicings. 
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1703. iotclngs. He has a body of horfe 
coofiftiogof two ihoufand five hun¬ 
dred men, ^hrce hundred of which 
ferve him alfo as a guard on foot, 
and attend him when he appears a- 
broad or goes out to hunt. The 
who was in t!te fijtth year of 
his government, is a well made mao, 
and of a comely prefence, tho’ ra¬ 
ther too thin, and wears long mu- 
ftaches. He is called Jlkrwedi- 
kban, and bears the title of Begkr- 
beg ovKban of other Khans, He is 
a Gt'f^rgian born, and a Chriilian, 
and was formerly Gentleman of the 
chamber to the King of Ferjlny to 
whom his father, a Gentleman of a 
good family, prefcntcd him, while 
yet in his infancy, according to the 
cuflom of Georgia, They fay he is 
of the ancient family of the Borgs- 
dkm, known before "the birth of Je- 
fus Chriff, ajid originally a Jew, 

The Government of Samadr is 
one of the moft con fide table in all 
the Empire of Fer^a^ and its go¬ 
vernors grow rich the eaficil and 
WSa- fooDca of any, by reafon of the great 
fubfidies they levy upon the country 
round about, and efptcially upon 
Gilan^ which produce a deal of liIk, 
cotton, and faftVon. The foil is na¬ 
turally very fertile, and affords good 
wines, both red and white, but the 
white is fo drong there is no drink¬ 
ing it,but tempered with water. It a- 
bounds with all forts of fruits,and par¬ 
ticularly apples, pears, and chefnuts 
of an exquifiie flavour, and efpecial- 
ly towards Qmrgia. In a word, 
there is nothing wanting but people 
to cultivate the foil. Ir produces al- 
io great numbers of horfes, cattle 
and all forts of game, both 
ot rhe fur and feather, which are to 
he bought at a very cheap rate, and 
Cfpecially m winter. The bread 
there is moll admirably good. 

The town of Baku, which has a 
very fine port, has been lately for- 
tifyd by the Ferfsam, which was 
owing to the mifeondua of Captain 
Mejer whom we have mentioned 
TOore than once before. He took ic 
;mo hrs head ta demand free en- 
iinceiiuo this porcTor the fliipsand 
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vefTds of hisCzarian Majcfly, which I703, 
gave fuch umbrage to thcFrrjfirw.and 
inflilled them with fuch a iealoufj’, 
that the)? immediately rcfolved 10 
fortify this place. As the MufierQkn 
had, time out of mind, had free ad- 
inlllion into this port, he was advif. 
cd not 10 take fb fa lie a ftep, but the 
advice was thrown away upon him. 

Before this it had been an eafy matter 
to have feized it with an handful of 
men, and with it to hav^ feized on 
the whole county quite to the Kmt 
aridAraxes, and to have fccured ic 
by proper fontfications, as fliall be 
objerved in the fequel j for the m- 
habiianis were in no condition to 
have made a defence, and this Jtad 
proved a mofi advantageous article 
to his Czarian Majefly. 

This town of Baku Bands tn thcBal™. 
weftern partofFr^f/,m the country 
of Sbi^usan, upon the Cajpiait fea. 
and Bill preierves its ancient ^valR 
This patt produces the bcB nut 
oyl in the world, both brown and 
white, the firft of which js carried 
into Gkan, and an hundred leagues 
beyond into Fer/a, and the white 
they fend to all parts. They aflTured 
me, that at the diftance of two or 
three leagues from that town, the 
land burns continually^ becaufe of 
the abundance of faltpeter it is im¬ 
pregnated with i and that 50 leagues 
from Samaebi, there is a city called 
Gai^e^ which is four times as big asTs^t-ntf 
the former, full of fine Bone build- 
ings, moftlyoftwofloriesj handfom 
broad Breers, noble bazars, and great 
caravanferas; that the Governor’a 
palace there is great and fpaciousj 
that a fine river tuns through the 
town i that there alfo are many gar¬ 
dens. good wines, fruits in abun¬ 
dance fena, cyprelTesand pines; fo 
that this city might juftly be eftcem- 
cd one of the moB confiderable in all 
the Empire of All this was 
coniirmed 10 me by afewi cccle- 
fiiflic, who h,es-,here, andbyfomc 
who aifured me. that in 
Greijm, the Gurgijim of this day 
here are feveral rivers we know 
rbngof. as rheA>„. whiehcrof- 
fes the province aiGhegit-, iheiev- 
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"^le Wfhich runs on one fide of the 
town of Ccri or of Gorrt ; the Ki/hn- 
which runs by a great mofeh cal¬ 
led the Siffiftfa which rifts 

in near the town of 

Angbeltika^ and the y^rriy which 
fprings from the mountain of Scrlk- 
jtSf which aliialJ into iheAjr/r ; be- 
fides many others that are not known 
to be dirtinguillicd by any names. 

In fliortj defirous to fatisfy my cu- 
rioficy with regard to the antit^uhies 
of the ancient and famous I, 

upon the tbirteentb of Augu/iy repair¬ 
ed to the mountain of Kaia-kuhtjia- 
batit half a league to the north-weft 

./Er at the foot of 

4iuibi- mountain to take a view of the 
remains of the wall and towers of an 
ancient fortrefs. There are fome 
round ones ftill entire enough, and 
Ibme foundations at a diftanoc from 
the ruins of the wall, on the fiope of 
the hill to the right hand between 
great fion.es, which appear above 
the ground as you go down. The 
fame there were on the left hand to¬ 
wards the top, near the tower, and 
a greater than all the reft upon the 
very top of the hil L You have a re- 
prefentation of this in numb, 39. I 
then with a good deal of didiculty 
and danger, fcrambled up this fteep 
hill, and was obliged to forbear fe- 
vera! times in fo doing. Being ar¬ 
rived at the top of it, i found afub- 
terrancous vault, where they defeend 
feven or eight paces to the fouth, by 
a iarge arcade of great fmooth and 
wcll-joinrcd Bones, but St is funk and 
full of rubbifli. Oppofice to rhls, 
towards the oonh-eaft, there is ano¬ 
ther arcade 5 this is entire, and the 
opening of it injetfis a horror when 
you look down it, becaufe of irs vaft 
depth between the hills that furround 
It; nor is there any wall on that fide, 
which is inacccflible. Theft two ar¬ 
cades by which you go into this 
vault are forty four paces difiant 
from each other. When you are 
got down into this vauh, you, on 
the right hand meet with a paffage 
pretty ftiort and narrow, with a kind 
of window, which looks upon the 
rock of the mountain, Oppofitc to 




this, thete is another entrance or paf- 1703. 
fige, but very fhort, becaufc this^'"V/^ 
place which is to the eaft is ac the 
extremity of the mountain. You go to 
the Icii hand, to the other fide, which 
is on the wert, under an arcade, in 
the manner of a gate way, but fo 
low you mnft bend your felf to go 
into a Imall apartmenr, from which 
you go on to another like It, by a 
fmall alley, and from that to a third, 
all the three well vaulted. The wall 
from whence thefe vaults fpraog, is 
five foot thick at the entrance, and 
eight farther on, and theft apart¬ 
ments or theft vaults are divided 
from each other by fmall pa flages. 

It Was there ft dark I dared not ven¬ 
ture any farther, having but one 
perfon only with me, befides that 
the way to the laft v.iulcwas full of 
ftones and rubblfii. I concluded, 
however, that moft of theft vaults 
muff run through rhe mountain to 
the weft and north-weft, where it l,s 
of greateft extent. I obftrved alft 
that the walls of the vaults of the 
paflages, which arc flat, were of the 
breadt!^ of thefe paflages, refted by 
the two ends upon the walls, and 
that all the ftones there were well 
joined together and cemented, iho' 
not ft neatly as thoft of the ancient ava/m/; 
buildings, and cfpccially of the Ro- 

7 fnins, who excelled in that particular ■ 
and this is to bt obfetved oven in't'wf™ 
their publick ways, and remarkably 
ft in what remains of that of Naph^ 
called the Via Jppia. Egypt ajft 
furnilhes us wltli another example 
of the delicacy of the ancients in 
this refpetft, in the only one of rhe 
feven w-onders of the world that fub- 
fiftsat this day, meaning the inner 
paftige by which you go up to the 
famous pyramids of that cotinrry, of 
which I was the firft that gave a de¬ 
fer! pt ion in the account of my firft 
travels. Theft ftones, which arc of 
prodigious fize, are fo nkely Joined 
together, that the joints are hardly 
diicernibJci befides they are polifti- 
ed like looking-glafi, whereas ihofe 
of the work I am fpeaking of, are 
far from being 


WJftn 
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1703. When t came from out of thcfe 
fubtcrrancous vaults, 1 mcafurctl the 
breadth of ihc hill at lop, and found 
JtwasHfiy paces in the place where 
i[ was narrowed, and eighty to the 
north-weft. Towards the middle 
this mountain there is a great 
well, but I did not dare approach it 
near enough to look into it, for fear 
of falling in, for the brink of It was 
dangerous to all appearance : this is 
the only opening I found there. The 
towers wherewith the walls of the 
building, upon the hill, arc flanked, 
are feventy or eighty paces diftant 
from each other where they are ncar- 
cft. This wall ftrctches much low¬ 
er down about the mountain to the 
eaft, where 1 believe it is a good half 
league long. We went down mucli 
caficr than we got up, bccaufe as we 
came back, wc bit upon the right 
way. In our way down wc law fe- 
veral ruins of great apartments be¬ 
tween the wall below and the de- 
moliftied forirefs upon the top of the 
hill, the ftones of which did but juft 
appear above the furface of the 


ground? but there Is no judging of 1703. 
the Gze of the building, but by that 
of the j^rcades. When in our re¬ 
turn we had reached the firft wall, 1 
drew the profpedt you fee in numb. 

40, near a tower, which Is ft ill pret¬ 
ty entire, near fome other ruins;. 

Some writers have obferved that 
tbele ruins arc a mixture of done and 
wood, but 1 there met with no fuch 
thing, and I am perfuaded the ftones 
are joined together with nothing hut 
cement. The tradition is that this 
forirefs was demolilhed by ‘Tamer¬ 
lan, tho' by the be ft information I 
could get, I would not vouch for the 
truth of the ftory. 

In my return to the town, 1 faw a 
Tnri dancing upon the rope. In the 
open fields. He was lurroundcd by 
a great number of fpcfhtors, the 
neareft of which gave what they 
thought fit to one of his companions 
who made the gathering, while he 
was doing his beft to divert the com¬ 
pany : but he was none of the moft 
dextrous of his profelTion. 



CHAR XXXIIL 

Remarkable ancient Sepulchres at Jediekombet upon the moun¬ 
tain of Pjedrakocs, and at Pyrmaiaes. An horrible mur¬ 
der, Reviens) of the Perlian cavalry. 


T TPON the fiurteentb, I went a- 
\ ) way on horfeback, from 5^1- 
viacbi, attended by two perfons, and 
fome runners, in order to go to ye- 
that is, the Jewn Towers, 
'' where there are feverai ancient 
tombs. We went through leveral 
villages, moftly inhabited by 
mans, as we advanced weftward to¬ 
wards the mountains, and at nine ar¬ 
rived at a village upon a fer¬ 

tile eminence, and covered with 
vineyards, which are for the ftipport 
of the inhabitants. They have there 
raikStfa ^ <^bappcl built of ftone, with the 
Saiirt, tomb of a faint, called SahacbfVar- 


tj^et. They fay he was born a 
Turk and M^diammedan, and that 
having afterwards embraced thetr 
faith, he apply’d hitnfelf fo clofe to 
ftudy that be became one of their 
priefts? that after this, be had the 
misfortune to fall into the hands of 
the Mcbammedan Turks, who burnt 
him at Samachi, and that fifing a- 
gain he came and rejoined them. 
There is another tomb upon the 
high road, half a league from, this 
mountain or hill, with fbme cha- 
rafters, which I defired they would 
interpret to me? but they told me 
they were nothing but ornaments. 

S That 
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lyoj. That of the faint, who is buried up- 
on the hill, is there held in great ve¬ 
neration ; they there light up tapers 
upon iheir feflival days, and eat be- 
fide him. As k was upon a Suriday 
I came there> I found a crowd of 
people, and they very obligingly in¬ 
vited me to dine there, but 1 excuf- 
ed myfclf, being defirous to go on 
farther, Thisvtliage contains abou t 
two hundred families. There is a 
fmalt altar in the middle of thechap- 
pcl, where this tomb is, and it is 
lurrounded by a fmall wall, on one 
fide of which there is a walnut-tree, 
under whofe fhade they fit. In the 
fame place there was formerly a 
fmall mofch, which abour thirty 
five years ago, was thrown down by 
an earthquake, and inftcad of that 
they c reeled this chappel. 

We left this village at half an hour 
after nine, and went over fome fine 
TIjm ^ yedithmb^ft where we got 

iet!* fin hour afterwards. I there found 
the ancient tombs I have mentioned, 
which are fubftantially built of bard 
ftonc, and neatly enough joined to¬ 
gether j they wercftill moft of them 
entire, and terminated in pyramids. 
The firft I examined was the lofiieft, 
and neareft to the mountain. The 
wall of the cower is five palms in 
ihicknefs j the entrance fix nigh and 
three broad; it Is round within, and 
twelve foot in diameter. This 
tower is furrounded with a fine 
wall, whofe front gate U fourteen 
foot and an half broad, and ten deep 
CO the wicket through which you go 
in, five palms chick, and fixieen paces 
from corner to corner, or fixey four 
paces in circumference. The wall 
is three palms thick, and the coping 
at top is in Imitation of a camel’s 
back, or an half oval. In this tower 
are five fine tomb®, three on one 
fide, and two on the other, which 
are adorned with foliages and other 
different things, Thefe tombs are 
three palms high, two broad, and 
Icven long, fbmc more, others iefs. 
1 left this, and went to the fecond 
tower. Ac the front gate in the cix- 
ccint of the wall, I found an eleva¬ 
tion of three palms, an arcade of 
Vo L. I. 
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eight and an half broad at bottom, 1705, 
of ebiven feet and an half deep, 
frven foot high. Here you have 
three fine tombs. The wall of this 
tower is forty four foot long, and 
thirty three broad, and is not higher 
than the former which it nearly re- 
fcmbles. The lafl of thefe buildings 
which is the loweft, and goes down¬ 
ward, is furrounded with a wall 
which b ieventy one foot broad, 
fixty fix foot long, and nine foot 
high. Thefrontgatewhichisfoor- 
teen foot and an half without, b 
twenty two broad, the arcade is e- 
leven foot high, and fourteen deep; 
there is a wicket in the middle,which 
is two foot and an half broad, and 
five foot and an half high. You 
there go down by three fteps, and 
having meafiircd twelve paces, you 
come to a building which is thirty 
eight foot broad, and eighteen foot 
long, at the end of which there is 
another on the left hand, which is 
fix foot as well in length as in 
breadth, upon which there is a 
tower. You go into this building 
by a fmall door, which is four foot, 
and four inches high; and two foot 
and an half broad, and correfponds 
with that in the front. The thick- 
nefs of the wall of it is three foot, 
and going down two fteps, you come 
into a fquare apartment furrounded 
with frone benches one foot and an 
half high, and as much in breadth. 

This apartment or room is ten foot 
long and eleven foot broad, and the 
vault of it is twelve foot high. On 
the right hand you have a door made 
through the wall above the bench, 
through which, by going up a fingic 
ftep, you enter into a dark place, 
whofe vault is lower than the for¬ 
mer, tho’ ir® other dimenfion® be 
larger, being thirteen foot long and 
ten broad. From hence through a- 
nother door, oppofite to the firfr, 
but fmaller, you go up ctvo fteps, 
and come into a place, ten foot long 
and ten foot broad. Upon this it is, 
that the tower ftands, which is hol¬ 
low quite up 10 the point of the 
fpire; and here you have on the 
right of you four fmall wmdows, 

R r two 
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I there found tapers flicking a- 
gainll the wail, and ftones Tumbled 
down, but perceived nothing like a 
tomb. We dined in that place, and 
there refrefhed our wine wUh water 
from a line fbring over againfl and 
at a fmall diftance from tills build¬ 
ing: It is very ancient, the water of 
it is admirable, and its fourcc is from 
the mountains. Without the en- 
* ceint of thefc monuments, concern* 
ing which the ancients have fa id fo 
much, there are a great number of 
ocher tombs round about, feme Sike 
ihele, and others of great common 
ilones, and. ail without any charadlers 
and infcriptions, and only with fomc 
fmall ornaments to which 1 can give 
no name, except that fomc of them 
might be thought to be like bafcs. 
And indeed I am quite of opinion, 
they are no other than ornaments, 
W'hicb is what 1 have ohferved in 
many ocher places, and even in the 
royal fepulcbres which arc to be 
feen without the walls of Jerufakm, 

To give a more diftind and per- 
feft idea of ihefe tombs, I have drawn 
one of them in particular on one fide 
of the building,! have juft now men¬ 
tioned, near which there is a great 
tree, and others fmallcr, which come 
out of the tower, notwithftanding 
that the ftoncs arc ilill firm and in- 
tire, and tho* there is no opening or 
jilTure to be ieen. I have traced out 
the front gate, fomc tombs, and the 
melon gar den, in numb. 41 j and you 
will find the whole with the moun¬ 
tain iu pcrfpeaive in numb. 42; 
where nine towers arc to be feen 
notwsth (landing the word Jediebom~ 
bet fignifics bu t fiven^ as has already 
been obferved. ^i'here ts a great 
number of young fig-trees againft 
the walls within, which cover the 
tombs fo thick, it is no eafy matter 
to get fight of them. They hold 
them here to be very ancient, and 
have a report that jflexdfider fpared 
them, becaufc of their great anti- 
quity. 

About four in the afternoon, hav- 
fatisfied my curiofity, I returned 
otn thence, and, to the northward 
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of thefe tombs, was furprifed to fee 1703. 
great heaps of (tones, upon a fertile 
hill, where the foil was not at all 
given to be fiony v from whence I 
concluded there muft have formerly 
been a town or fotne fort refs in this 
place, tho' no other veftiges feemed 
to be left of it: And 1 wag after¬ 
wards informed by Ibme people, of 
whom I made the inquiry, and they 
told me there had been a rntall one in 
limes pall, near the tombs; a thing 
very likely, for other wife it would 
be difficult enough to comprehend 
for what reafon they were eredled 
in thefe mountains. Not far from 
thence wc found a fine fpring, and 
a little farther, feveral other tombs; 
among which there was one of ex¬ 
traordinary dimenfions, but very 
much disfigured by the iniurics ic 
had received from time. Half a 
league from thence, we went back 
again through the village ofJf/rim, 
inhabited by Armenians and l^urks^ 
and we got to the town about ati hour 
before funfct, in the noidll of a high 
wind, and fo great a dull, that we 
had much ado to fee before us : But 
there fell an heavy ibaking rain the 
next day, attend^ with thunder, 
which inti rely diffipated it. 

Upon eighteenth-, I went upto^j, 
the mouticaiu of I^Jedrakces, ncarcr^ff'Pjt- 
the town than that of Kula-huiuJIa-^^^ 
ban, and higher. Upon the top of 
this mountain, there is an open tomb, 
fur rounded with great Hones, which 
is full eighteen foot and an half long, 
and fix teen foot broad j together with 
feveral other ordinary tombs, a wal¬ 
nut-tree, and another great tree 
with fmall leaves; Ac the dillance of 
twenty feven paces from hence, there 
is another tomb, which confifis of a 
fmall round chappel. h is thirty 
three foot in circumference without, 
and ten foot diameter within; the 
wall of it is two foot ten inches thick, 
and there are ftones here of four foot 
four inches long, and two foot and 
two inches broad. The entrance in¬ 
to It 13 five toot four inches high, 
with a ftep. This fmall chappel is 
ten foot and an half high, exclufive 
of the needle or fpire, and is fur- 

roLuided 
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1^03. rounded with fcveral other tombs. 
The wall of it is thick fet with nails, 
10 which they have faftrted flips of 
various colours, &nd the like ate to 
pecn in the former, being pieces 
torn from the garments of thofc who 
come here to perform their devo¬ 
tions, and who make theie fmail of¬ 
ferings of acknowledgment to the 
faints who red here, in hopes there¬ 
by to procure relief from iuch dif- 
cafes as they may labour under. An 
^meman fervant 1 had with me, af- 
fured me he had experienced the effi¬ 
cacy of this means, but I gave as 


much ear to this, as I did to the 1703. 
ftory of the faint of theirs who arofe 
from the dead. 

In numb. +3, you ice a reprefen' 
taiion of this I'mall chappcl, which 
is very much damaged and decay'd 
on the caft-fidc, together with the 
hill niKala-kuiullekan} and in numb. 

44, the other fide decay'd, with the 
open tomb 1 Juft now mentioned, 
and the town and mountain at adi- 
flance. In this fmail chappel, there 
is a great tomb adorned with folia¬ 
ges, luch as it appears in the plate 
beneath, and forty paces farther, 
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two fubterraneans. The entrance 
into the foil is vaulted, and confills 
of great ftones which want nothing 
within. This place is fix foot and 
an half long, and four foot and two 
inches broad: It is paved, and is five 
foot five inches high. The ftcond, 


which is but fevcntcen paces from it, 
is like a grot hewn out of the folid 
rock of the mountain, and the en¬ 
trance into it is lb fmall, you mult 
creep upon your belly to get in. Be¬ 
fore this grotto there is a tree, upon 
the bark of which arc rhe names of 
A fcveral 
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1703. fevcraJ pftrfons cut ouei and tombs 
^'''V^fotind about, between which and the 
iepuJehre upon the mountain there 
is the wall of a dcmolifh'd building. 
This hill or mountain is alfo fur- 
rounded with tombs, except to the 
fbuth-weft where it is very fteep. 
There are authors who alHrm there 
is here a great fubterraneous vault, 
into which you go down by feveral 
Aeps, and that therein are depohted 
the afhes of the daughter of a great 
King; but I made a fruitlcfs fearch 
Ar^4»*f it, and am perfuaded it Is no 
other than the little grot I have men- 
* tioned, and into which they had 
not the curiofity to go, to difeover 
the truth of it; behdes that the en¬ 
trance into it is fo fmall, I was obli¬ 
ged to oodrefs myfelf in part to 
fqoccze in. As to the reft, I have 
reafon 10 believe the chief of the 
monuments hereabouts, is that of 
the fmall chappel which you fee up¬ 
on the hilL They moreover alTur- 
cd me, that moft of the perfon® here 
iijterr'd, have been fuch as have left 
behind them the reputation of great 
fandlity, whence it is, that from 
time to lime they come to vifit thefe 
tombs. There is a fmall village at 
the foot of the mountain, and be¬ 
yond that, to the north-e^, a 6ne 
plain bordered with hills and moun¬ 
tains, and to the north-weft the 
mountain of K^I^-kuiuJidbun with 
fome villages. The town which 
you fee at a dlflance, and (he coun¬ 
try round about, have a very fine 
cffcA upon the eye. You have alfo, 
as you approach the town, a fine 
ftonc fountain or eiftern, whofe wa¬ 
ter is admirable, and a little beyond 
that, a fpring which runs away thro’ 
a fubterraneous canal towards the 
mountains, and by another canal 
goes and difeharges itfelf into the ve¬ 
ry town. 

Upon the nineUemh, I prepared 
what I had, to lend by the Citra-^ 
"oan, which we followed fome days 
P/mun- The next day I went to 

the village of Pyraiarati^ where there 
ftre two very faicous tombs. In nay 
way thither, I pafled by a very fine 
Ipring, and crofled feveral brooks up- 
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on little flone bridges. Two leagues 1763, 
from the town, 1 law one that feem- 
ed to be ancient, confiftmg of three 
ruined arches built of great blocks of 
ftone, under which there ran a very 
clear ftream. I faw feveral others 
under which there ran no water at 
all. 

The town of Samaebt makes a 
confidcrable figure, when beheld 
from the hills, upon which there 
are fevera! burying-grounds, and 
Ibme pretty large tombs. About 
noon I got to Pyrmaraest which is a 
large village built of ftonc and earth: 
it is about four leagues to the caft- 
ward of the town, m a great plain, 
as you go towards the mountains on 
the left hand. You there fee die 
tomb of Seid Ibrabim^ a certain faint, Ttmh«f 
in great reputation overall this coun^Ibraiim. 
try. The place where he Is depofit- 
ed has a good deal the look of a for- 
trefs, and is encompafted with a 
wretched fort of a wall. Within 
fide we found a ftable where we put 
up our horfes. Immediately there 
came a fervant to invite me to his 
mafter's apartment, who had the 
care and charge of this place. He 
received me very obligingly, and afk- 
ed me from whence I came, and 
what had brought me thither ? Hav¬ 
ing anfwered him that 1 was moved 
thereto by curiolity, he very polite¬ 
ly offered to wait on me himfe]f,and 
fttew me all the places that were 
worth the feeing. 

There Is a pretty large fquare be¬ 
fore this building, to the right hand 
of which, as you go in, this officer 
has a fpacious apartment, the floor 
of which was covered with carpets : 
fmm thence you go, on the left 
hand, into the court of ibis build¬ 
ing, which is fpacious and well ex¬ 
ecuted, and afterwards into a fecond 

wh^e are feveral tombs,upon which 
are 5 «rii/Schafa<aers and ornaments. 

You then come to the feputchre of 
the ftint himfdf, which is ftiut up 
with a wooden door, ihro* which 
you go into a fmall vault, where 
there is a coffin, and from thence in- 
to a pretty apartment which receives 
ngric fro[ii three fi-des above^ and is 

covered 
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1703,. covered with carpets, flripcd fluffs 
and mats j here you mu ft pull off 
your fhoes, char you may not fpoU 
this furniture. You then go thro' 
a fmall door, on the right hand of 
the firft vault, into three apartments, 
in the firft of which there are three 
coffins, five in the fecood, which is 
on the right, and in the middle of 
the third, which is on the left, that 
of the faint himfcif, covered with a 
great green cloth or pall. The por¬ 
tals of this building are about thirty 
fix foot high, and fome faihoms in 
depth j and you go up by twelve 
fteps, each of one ftone. The top 
is not vaulted,and the wall, in its up¬ 
per part, looks like a fortrefs, hav- 
^ tng at each angle a kind of guerite. 
This building is forty paces long to 
the right, and thirty one in breadth. 
Over the tomb there is a fmall o- 
pening covered with a ftone, and 0- 
ver the gate there are many jirabiau 
charafters, hewn out in the ftone, 
and others trac^ out in black upon 
the walls which are white. At the 
dlftance of twenty paces from this 
building, you go down fifteen vault¬ 
ed fteps, and afterwards, down ten 
others contiguous thereto, and the 
laft of which are not vaulted, from 
whence you go into a fubterrancan, 
which is thirty three paces in length, 
and nine in breadth, and which is 
vaulted from one end to the other, 
and is full thirty fix foot in height. 
The flones of this vault are fine, 
large, and well compadlcd or joined, 
but the plaftet they were formerly 
covered with is almoft all fallen down 
by the length of lime. I fancy this 
fubierrancan was formerly defigned 
to keep water in j and water comes 
in ft ill, whenever it rains hard, by a 
fubterraneous canal which comes 
from the mountains in the neighbour¬ 
hood, and runs through an hole 
made in the fecond ftep. This fub- 
terranean has two vents at top thro’ 
which it receives light. At the en¬ 
trance into this building there is a 
ftone wall, and ten paces from thence 
there are twenty ftone troughs which 
ferve for watering of cattle. They 
aie put together, and each of them 
Voc. I. 
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confifts of one ftone, three foot and 1703. 
half long, and two and an half 
broad. You have here allb leveraL 
open wells, as well as in the village 
and the country round about, many 
of which are flopped up at the 
mouth. It is likely enough that 
they formerly fetved for aquedutls, 
and this feems to have been 
more probably the caie, feve- 
ral of them conveying water under 
ground into theft fubterraneous 
vaults, there to be kept. This is 
what was common enough among 
ihe ancients, and I have ften the 
fame myfelf ^lAiexandrta^ and in the 
neighbourhood of Nupki. It was 
after this manner the ancient Medn 
preferved their water. The jP?/'- 
Jiam were mightily plea fed to fee 
how cjtailly 1 furvey’d every thing, 

1 then thanked the Gentleman who 
had charge of this monument, and 
defired him to give me fomebody to 
carry me to the other, which he ac¬ 
cordingly did in the mo ft obliging 
manner in the world. In our way 
thither, we rode over a mountain j 
but we were obliged to alight from 
our horfes to the eaftward, where it 
was fb very fteep we were often un¬ 
der a ncceffiiy of laying hold on the 
rock to prevent our falling. It is up¬ 
on the declivity of this rock that the 
tombofTrWM^iiiftands. You there 
go down three fteps Into a fqoire as 
broad as the building, which Is 
(weniy eight foot in fronr, and looks 
upon the fteepeft part of the moun¬ 
tain, The frontifpiece of it is of 
great beauty, and confifts of large 
fmoothed ftoncs. There are two 
windows which penetrate three palms 
into the wall: That on the left is 
glazed in the middle, and has a ftone 
laciicc, which feems to be all of 
one piece j to this they have faftned 
ftveral flips of various colours. The 
window on the right is of great 
ftoncs, which are four palms and 
an half broad, and eight high j and 
you gu up three fteps to get to the 
portal, which is ftiut with a wooden 
gate. From thence you ^0 into a 
fmall fquare aparrment, with pretty 
nitches on all fidcs, and a fmall 
S r dome; 
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1703. dome} It IS not above five foot in 
extent from one fide to rfie other 
belovr. The wall on the righ t hand^ 
a$ you go in, joins to the rock. On 
the left hind you go up by three 
fteps, one of which Is higher than 
the other two ; by thefe you go up 
into an apartment which is founcen 
foot long, and ten foot broad, with 
a vaulted roof about thirty fix foot 
high. Oppofjte to the door tlicre 
IS a Aighc of Bfreen fleps, the firfl 
of which is high, ihefecond broad, 
and the rcA moft of them of one 
done only, and about thirteen inches 
thick. Thk flight of flops is two 
foot and an half broad, and leads 
up to an apartment adorned with 
eight niichcs,with a great windovv 
b front, and a wooden lattice, and 
a dome over head. This room is 
covered with mats, and has three 
doors. There are alfo two open¬ 
ings on the right hand, one of which 
is a great ntteb, fhut in by a kind 
of window of wrought floncj and 
that on the left of this fhuis with a 
well wrought folding door, which, 
however is but four foot high and 
two foot broad ; fb that you muft 
bend yotirfelf to go thro' if. You 
have alfo here a fmall grotro hewn 
GUI of the rock, againft which this 
monument is built, and in the cor¬ 
ner againft the fame rock, a fmall 
ftone baluflrade in a femi-dreutar 
form, of which the other half na¬ 
turally conies out. This is the place 
where the faint is at reft upon his 
knees after their manner i this is whit 
they fay ihemfclvcs, to which they 
add, that he is covered with a white 
veil, drcfTcd in grey, and in the no- 
flurc which he was the moft natu¬ 
rally ufed to in his life-time, with¬ 
out being altered in the leaft. This 
is a favour obtained of heaven for 
him by St. Ibrabitn who was his dil- 
ciplc. This apartment 13 fourteen 
foot fquare from fide to fide, and is 
very much adorned, having two 
fbalj columns on one fide of each 
mteh to the right and left, with a 
ucp raifcd two foot. This which 
window in the front is 
about three foot deep, and that 


where tefts the Saint is frill more: 1703. 
the height of the vault is about 
twenty one foot. From tbeoee you 
go up a flight of twelve fteps into 
a fmall apartment on the left hand, 
and on the right hand of you, you 
have four or five broken fteps, and 
a liccle door thro^ which you mufr 
creep upon your belly to g?i to the 
top of the building,which is crowned 
with a lofty dome, around which 
you may go by three pdaces among 
the rocks. The paflage of the firfr 
IS two foot and an half, of the fe- 
cond two foot, and one before,where 
there was an opening to the front. 

We then went down the mountain 
by a more convenient thait 
the firft, and we went up another 
eminence over againft the firft, there 
to fee the other tomb; but we there^ 
only found a bare wall without the 
Icaft traces of any monuments, from 
whence chat place borrows its name. 

It is furrounded with a poor fquare 
wall, from whence you fee the fine 
tomb we have been deferibing, aqd 
of which you have the reprefcntaibn 
b the following plate- In the fide 
i came by, 1 obfrrved fcveral groi- 
los hewn out of the rock. 

About four in the afternoon, I 
went from Pyrmaraes^ and it was a- 
bout eight before I arrived at Sama-- 
chi. The oeit day the Armmmit 
entertained me in one of their gar¬ 
dens without the town, where they 
drcfiTed their vidluals among the trees, 
of which there were feveral forts, 
and among the reft, willows of an 
extraordinary fizc,qiiinee-trees, mul¬ 
berry-trees, and others unknown 
with us, and which I fhall dilate 
on hereafter. 


mam began to ling and play by the 
way, after the manner of their' 
country and even to drink to the 
foiind of a drum* after which they 
went to vifit feme of their friends 
m the Caravanfera^ fo that ic was 
bre ^fore they returned home. 
Now It happned that four Ai-nimi- 
am who had been all this time 
bit to take eare of the houfea 
were murdered in their fleeo by 
' foiii 
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Mvrjn- Pirjiamt Whereupon two of canes wlch a button at the end, 

/fir*' At- A'meniaw in our Canruai^era which they ufc with great dexteri- 

went to coiuptatn of it to a Perjian tj. Under their vefts they had 
Lord, who promii^ the villains coats of mail and braflets, and little 
(hould be puniflied according to morions in form of caps upon their 
their demerits. In cafe they were heads, with vifors; and were per-> 
difcDvered. ' feftly well drefled after the Perjian 

Upon the Jixth^ there was manner, and cfpecially the officers, 
a review of fame Parfian horfe in who had veAs of gold and lilvcr 
the great court of the iibad% palace, brocade. There were fome of thelc 
This review had been panly made Gentlemen who had fix or levea 
the evening before, and the red was led hori«; and private men that 
put off to the next day. It was had one, befides another the Jer- 
performed by three hundred troop- vant rhat led him rode upon, and 
ers at a time, armed compleatly as another iervanc on foot. The Kban 
for the field. Some had lances, was ibitcd at the end of the court 
bows and arrows, others had fire- upon a place raifed up above the 
arms, and fbmc had bows and ar- reff, and the horfe was in fmall 
cows only; indeed chefc lafl had divifions at the other end, exped- 
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1703. ifig to be called each by his namCi 
WVN-'Upon which they advanced upon 
the gallops by two and two, foinc* 
tioaea three and three, and fome- 
iimes four, up to the place where 
the Kl'an was feared, and having 
been inrolled, they filed off another 
way. The review being over, the 
trumpets founded a retreat, and this 
was done in iivo hours time, and 
fure it was a fight W'cU worth the 
leeing. They went thro* fome mo* 
tions or parts of cxcrcife with a ve. 
ry peculiar grace, tho' indeed there 
tvere fome who were not fo exadi 
and adroit as the reft, cither from 
want of experience in thcmfelves, 
or life in their burfes. As to the 
reft, ihofe who acquitted themfcIves 
the beft, were rewarded with a cer¬ 
tain prize, in prelencc of the chief 
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Lords of the country who waited up^ 1705. 
on the Kiian, together with a great 
crowd of fpeftators. The pay oiPtnt/tit 
thefe troops is very confiderablc, 
and particularly the pay of the ofti* 
cers. Every private trooper has 
yearly five or fix hundred Horins 
each, and they augment their pay 
in proportion, as they delerve it 
by extraordinary fervices in times of 
adlion s befides that it is no unufual 
thing to make them prcfenis. The 
fons of thefe cavaliers are paid alfo 
as fuch i tho' indeed they arc oblig¬ 
ed to furnith a man at their own ex- 
pence, in times of war, when ibey 
happen to be under age. At this 
review there were children on horfe- 
back that were not above eight or 
ten years old, with a fervant at the 
fide of them. 
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chap. XXXIV. 

Departure from SamacKi. Courfe of the Kur and the A- 
raxes. Manner of winding off ftlh. Arrival at Ardevil. 


I Took my leave that day to go 
and the Caravan^ which 
was upon the very point of fttring 
forward. My companion Jacabj 
'febn de David took another road, 
that he might go through fome trad¬ 
ing towns where he had bufineft, 
and the two other Armenians pro- 
mifed to ioUow me in a day or 
two. I met with fome fertile 
grounds in the mountains to the 
fouthwardof the town,lbmc fprings 
and houles, and at funfet I came up 
with the Caravan beyond the vil¬ 
lage of r^ogdi. The next day I 
went to take an airing upon the 
top of a mountain, from whence 1 dc- 
feended to a beautiful plain we were 
to croft, and at the foot of ilic 
mountain 1 took notice of fome 
fine running fprings of admirable 
water. One of the guides of the 
Caravan came ro us in the evening 
to let us know that it would move 


very early the next morning. As 
we went over the mountains, I for 
the fifft lime law pomegranate trees 
in the village of Lar^ebus^ as well 
as other fruit trees, and a vine load¬ 
ed with grapes; its ftem was fhort 
and thick, and not above an cli 
higher than the ground, a thing t 
had never before lean in my life, 
I there atfo faw a plant in bloftbm, 
from the roots of which there came 
OUT filaments a fathom long, and 
ftretching along the forface; its fruit 
was as yet green, and looked like 
little cucum^rs. When it is ripe, 
it is of a purple without, and a fine 
red within; many of them grow 
upon one plant. I drew one of 
them with its fruit, which the 
^uris pU TjC'heer^ and others Km- 
rack ; it is diftinguifticd in the follow¬ 
ing plate by the letter In this fame 
place I found another fort, whole 
fruit is red, and has fmall cods or 

blad- 
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bladders: Ii grows Uke the other, 
many upon a plant, which is higher 
by a foot and an half or two foot. 
This fruit is called Dooftjandinagif 
and is of the fize of thole diftin- 
guiflicd by the letter B, After we 
had travelled over the mountains 
of Derbentt wc came down into the 
fine plain, as mentioned juft now, 
and extends beyond the reach of 
the fight j but it was all parched up 
by the heat of the fun, and the great 
droughts. The inhabitants of the 
country call it Kraegb. When you 
are at the end of the mountains, 
you have an impcrfefl fight of the 
Kitr. About ten in the morning, 
when we had travelled two leagues 
and an half, wc halted in this plain i 
and there we ftaid that day, and the 
Vor, I. 


next, and had very fair weather. 
We there had and jifabtsns 

in cabbins, or hurts built of ftraw, 
whofurnillied us with milk, melons, 
and the likej but as there was no 
fuch thing as wood here, wc were 
obliged to make fires of the camds 
dung wherewith to drefs our vic¬ 
tuals. They always ft op in fuch 
places where there is the beft pa- 
fiure for the camels and horfes. But 
the moft inconvenient csrcumftance 
there is that the water is all foul, 
fo that it muft be left to fettle fome 
time, an hour or two, or lb, to fine, 
which is quite terrible, when in 
the midft of thefe great heats, a 
m<in is ready to choak with thirft; 
nor is it pofiibte to take with one a, 
fufficient ftock of wioe, bccaufe of 
X t the 
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The TRAVELS of 


1703* tbc greilt number of bales iCatavcn 
is incumbered wUhj lb dia-i in this 
cale a man is obliged 10 make a vir¬ 
tue of ncceflity, and to take up wrhh 
curdled milki which they there 


the waters were very low at that 1703. 
time, the bottom of the river was 
to be feen in feveral places, and a. 
great bank of fand in the middle, 
on the fide of which, however, it 


When the waters ate low here, 
they commonly make a bridge of 
boats, made fail together by a large 
iron chain, w'hich they call off 
when the river fw'clls and widens; 
but it was not yet ready. On the 
other Qde there are two or three 
fmall houfes made of reed, where 


call T'mverty and which they put was very deep, and where rhe ca- 
into a cloth bag, through which mcls were obliged to fwim over, 
the whey runs olf. They then, 
to quench thirft, mix thcic curds 
with water, a prafticc very coin- 
n^on with the ^urksi (o that you 
have both meat and drink at once. 

It is eafily kept, and ferves inftcad 
of cream, when mixed with fugar. 

We did not leave this plain till the 

fbirfietl) in the evening, and travel- they wind off filk, I had the cu-.VMJrtr^ 
]cd away to the fouihward acrofs riotity to go into them, and found 
this plain. We there met with ano- that at this work they require no 
ihcr and fome I'arh un- more than the afliftance of one 

dcr tents. At break of day, we got perfon at a time. There was, on 
10 the village of Sga-a/adt to the the right hand going in, a ftove 
•weftward of iheXi/r, upon ancmi- which ihey heated from without, 
nence, on the banks of which we and in which there was a great cal^ 
halted. This village is of great ex- drop of almoft boiling water, in 
tent, and contains a great number of which were the cods of the worms, 
gardens full of white mulberry- The perfon that wound off the filk 
trees and melons. The next day X (at upon this (love, on one fide of 
went half a league to rhe conflux of the caldron, and with a fmall fitek 
the Cyrwi and ylraxts, famous ri- frequently removed the cods; in this 
vets now called the Kur and fmall cottage I alfb oblerved a large 

Kitr ^ obferved in this place that the Jl- wheel of eight or nine palms in dia- 
WAfsa. came from the fouth, whence it meter, and which was fixed between 
derives its fource in the mountains two polls, which he turned with 
of yllgirartt and the Kar from the ' ’ ^ 


north of Tr/'y/ef, where it runs by 
the town of that name. Having 
united their waters together, they 
go away towards the north-eafi, hG~ 
yocidSgav^ady from thence they con¬ 
tinue their courfc eaft, and go wind¬ 
ing aw'ay tilt they arc loll in the 
Cajpian. For the reft, it would be 
no cafy talk to trace out their in¬ 
tricate meanders. ! drew as well 
as I could the place where thefe two 
rivers meet, as you may fee in 
numb. 4.5, where they divide the 
country of from Media or 

Sbirwan* The Praxes is diftinguilh- 
cd by Ay the Kur by and their 
united ftreams by C. 

We fcnc our bales over 10 the o- 
ther fide in feveral boats to the vit- 
Tagc, where we had halted, and our 


his foot as he fat upon the ftove, Juft 
as we turn a fpinnlng wheel; and be¬ 
fore the ftove there were two ftteks, 
upon which there was a reed, round 
which turned two fmali pullies 
which guide the filk from the cods 
to this wheel. They afthred me that 
this manner and method of winding 
off filk is the common one all over 
Perjia% and confefted ic muft be 
that they this way do it with fur- 
prifingeafcanddifpatch. Thecods, 
however, were not very large. 

Moft of the trees 1 oblerved here¬ 
abouts were young, and were very 
Ihort ftemmed, that they may al¬ 
ways have leaves upon young 
branches, the worms not caring for 
the leaves of old wood. Thefe gar¬ 
dens arc furrounded with willows 
and alders, and are divided from 


hori^ and camels fwam over, which each other by partitions of reed, as 
amounted to a two days work. As well as the houfes, iho' there arc 

feme 
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CORNELIUS LE BRUYR i6^ 


1703. fomc of them furroundcd with ear [h: 
ihere was a row of tbetn after this 
manner along the river fide. You have 
the reprelcntaiion of this river and 
of the maoner of carrying the goods 
over it in numb. 46, Provifions were 
, there extremely cheap; a fowl was 
to be had for two-pen ce^ a melon 
for a penny, and the reft in propor¬ 
tion. 

Upon the Jicond of September^ there 
arrived a Caravan from devil ; it 
had been ten days upon the road s 
and in the evening before another 
from TebrieSf which had been a fort¬ 
night on its way hither. The two 
Armenian merchants 1 have men- 
doned, and a German I had, came 
and joined me here; this laft, who 
was out of order, had fallen from 
his horfe in the night, and had been 
left behind fainting in the plain for 
fevcral hours. 1 fent Ibme people 
in queft of him, but they returned 
without any tidings of the poor man, 
fo that 1 was obliged to fend back a 
fecond time after him when it was 
dayj ajid thcle had the good luck 
fo find him, and brought him on 
W'iih them j and as the horfe he rode 
flood by him all the time he was 
down, he had the good luck, into 
the bargain, to lofe nothing; but his 
fall had fo weakned him, that it 
was as much as ever he could do to 
keep pace with the Caravan. 

This part of the country, which 
is low, is full of a pafture, which is 
a foot or tivo high, and which the 
Armenians caJi Foes^ and the ^arks 
Q^jiaen^ which is moft admirable 
ftmtb. camels, who want nothing elfe 
when they can have that: Cows 
feed on it alfo, but horfes will not 
touch it. Upon the thirds the reft 
of our goods crofled the river, toge¬ 
ther with the beafts of burden, and 
we loft two camels upon this occa- 
fion. The horfes fwam over, thofe 
tn the boats holding them faft by 
ropes, Wc ourfelves crofted it in 
the afternoon, and being now in the 
country of Megan, I there a fccond 
time drew the courfe of the river, 
and the country of Sbirwan, as you 
have it numb, 47. The village we 


have been fpcakingof, is fo covered 1703* 
over with trees, that there is hardly 
any diftinguifhing the houies. The 
two other guides of the Caravan 
joined us the next day. tn the mean 
time, 1 went to take a view of the 
two rivers on this fide, and was a> 
bove an hour before 1 could get to 
the Aras, the banks were fu thick 
of brambles, reeds, and other lofty 
vegetables; befidcs that being at¬ 
tended by no body but my fervant, 

I had not the good luck to find a 
beaten path, nor to meet with any 
body that could put us into one: 

At tafl, however, we got to a fight 
of the river, and to feme old 
empty houfes, where we met with 
no foul. On the contrary, we "were 
obflruflcd by a deep ditch, which 
obliged us to look cut for another 
way to bring us nearer to the river, 
which after all we could not com- 
pafs because of the height and fteep- 
nefs of the banks. From where 
we were, however, we had a di- 
ftinft view of the two rivers, and 
1 took notice that the Aras came 
a little higher from the South-weft, 
and that it was much narrower in 
that place than the Kur, not being, 
at the utmoft, as well as I could 
judge, above forty or forty-five pa¬ 
ces broad, whereas when joined to¬ 
gether, they are above one hundred, 
and particularly near the village of 
Sgawadt wliich is in thirty nine dc^ 
grees, fifty four minutes of northern 
latitude. I thought 1 fhould have 
met with a good deal of game 
here, but 1 faw none at all} there 
grows a good deal of liquorice here. 

I came in again with the caravan 
at fun fet, and at break of day we 
began to move after the camels, 
which were gone before. We tra¬ 
velled to the fbuth weft ward, and 
left the Aras on our right hand, 
and we halted in a plain three 
leagues from thence, where wc faw 
a fmail lake, which, in parr, goes 
round a little hill, and ftrerches far¬ 
ther up into the country. This 
place is called Ceipan, and is but 
half a league from the place where 
[he Aras turns oft to the right 
I hand. 
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1703. hand. In ibis lake when ihe water 
which comes from the A/^m^ is high, 
they take prodigious quantities of 
CrtAt hr- jjfh and torraifes, Ibme of which 
we took were 0 foot in diameter, 
and fome upon the fhore. After 
the fun was fet we held on our 
way, and had fix hundred camels in 
our caravan, and three hundred 
horfes. In tlie night we eroded a 
very level country, full of a bitter 
and very lofty herb or plant, called 
FtmmtM of fo venomous a quality, 

that if cattle hut lay their mouth 
CO it they die immediately, hue 
great care is taken to prevent them 
from touching it: But the very 
worft of all is, that there is no 
water to be met with here for a 
ftretch of twelve hours. We were 
all night in crofling this place, and 
at break of day wc Hopped hy the 
of a brook which comes out 
of the Aras to the weft, and lofes 
itielf in the country a Iritle farther. 
It was but three years chat the Khan 
or governor of that country, who 
takes up his abode in thefe plains 
fome months in fummer, and in the 
winter refides at Arievti, had caufed 
it CO be dug. The Arm is but two 
leagues diftant from it, and this 
brook is but five or fix foot broad j 
the water of it is pretty good to 
drink, though fomewhat foul by 
reafbn of the fand, but it fines 
when left to fettle, and taftes well 
enough. On one fide of this brook 
there are fome houfes, and fome 
cabbins made of rufti, which have 
been here about three years. This 
place is called Anhaer, and is the 
only vill^e in all thefe parts, I 
here met with a longifli kind of 
water-melon, white and very fweet 
ttXr different from all I had 

ever feen clfcwherc; the feed of it 
is not black, like that of the reft, 
and is very fmall, and of a chefnut 
colour. 1 here took notice alfb of a 
pitafant fruit they call Cbamamaj or Breaji 
fruit- becaufe it is in that fhape; 

it is very wholefome, and of a very 
plcafant feent. It is not very un^ 
like the white melon 5, but it is firmer, 
*tid nearly of the colour of the 
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China orange j fome of them are 1703. 
allb of the fame fizc, and ihc Ar-- 
mtmans told me, they grow alfo at 
l/pabaHy where they arc in great 
requeft, and where they carry them 
in the hand by way of nofegay. 

Some of them are of the itzt of 
a fmall melon, and fpotred with 
red, yellow and green; the feed of 
thele is fmall and white; (here are 
others which are ail red. It ss a 
grateful refrcfhmcnt which abounds 
in this country, and which comes 
fo cheap, that it docs not coft you 
above an halfpenny or a penny. 

Other melons are there alfo very 
cheap, but they arc not cxquifice in 
their lafte. 

An hour before the fctttng of 
the fun, wc proceeded upon our 
journey, travelling to the fouth caft- 
ward, and half a league from thence 
crofted a fmall river, five foot broad 
and eighteen inches deep. A horie 
laden with ft Ik fell down here, the 
reft got fafe over without any acci¬ 
dent. In the night alJb wc went 
over the plain or heath of MekoTf 
and upon the Jivfnfh, at two in the 
morning, we entered into moun¬ 
tains whofe fands are as hard as 
gravel. An hour after fun rife we 
halted in a plain furrounded with 
hills and mountains, upon the banks 
of a river of clear water, called 
Bafcbarii'tjheiy or BalarUy whofe 
fpring is in the country of 7lr//j, 
and whence it runs till it empties 
itfclf into the Ca/pjan fea ; .but it 
docs not abound much with wa¬ 
ter at prefent, being fupplied but 
by two fprings which come Irom 
the mountains: The country round 
about bears the name of this river. 

For a confiderable time before there 
had been no caravans this way, be- 
caufe of the numbers of robbers, 
which infefted thefe parts, but about 
three years ago thciC6<?«s fon ofter- 
cd the ICing to dear this country of 
robbers, upon pain of death, pro-'^"'"'^"'* 
vided he would confer on him his 
father's government i the Prince 
hcarkned to this, the new Khm re¬ 
paired to his government, and ac¬ 
quitted himfclf pcrfcaiy well of 
^ his 
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1703. his promile; for he cut them all ofF^ 
neither fparlng women or children, 
fo that you now travel there with* 
out any danger. 

Upon the eighth^ an hour before 
break of day, we proceeded on 
our journey, and at three were got 
into a plam, beyond the mountains, 
and near a village called Sigsmoerait 
confiding of ten or twelve rtilh 
cabbins, where we halted to wait 
for two camels which had ft rayed. 
In the morning we met with feve- 
ral Ferfmn peafanrs, together with 
their wives, their children, and their 
cattle; Thefe people arc in the 
mountains during the winter, and 
during lummer in the plains; they 
had the evening before brought us 
down forage from the mountains, 
which feera to be green i they arc 
rather fandy chan rocky. In the 
night there fell a deal of wet, and 
the rain was attended with violent 
claps of thunder. Three hours be¬ 
fore day, two jirmemam and myfelf 
went on, but the night was fo dark, 
we could hardly fee before us, and 
upon obferving, that the caravan did 
not follow us, we went back again 
to if, therewith to wait the ap¬ 
pearance of day. As foon as ever 
It appeared, we moved on, to the 
village of Barfan^ on one fide of 
which we halted in a plain incom- 
palled round with high lands, and 
watered by the river we juft now 
mentioned. As we were very wet, 
we would have dried ourfclves'in 
the village, but the cabbins were fo 
thoroughly poor and wretched, that 
we were glad to go back again to 
our tents; ihough the village is to¬ 
lerably large, and under the ihelter 
of many trees. It rained lb much 
all night, chat our bales, which 
ftood upon the ground, ftoated up¬ 
on the water. The weather pre- 
\ ndng us from moving forward, 
w'e returned a fecond time to the 
village, where we were obliged to 
change our quarters twice, not find¬ 
ing (belter from the rain, becaufc of 
the opening thefe cabbins have at 
top, to let in the light. In ftrort, 
we were obliged to dry our things 
VOL. I. 
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by a fire made of cows and camels 1703. 
dung. Upon the tltvmtb of 
month the weather changed for fair, 
and we fent our camels before us in 
the evening, and followed them three 
hours before day, with the weather 
tolerably clear and light, though we 
(aw neither moon nor ftar. Half an 
hour afterwards we crofted the final 1 
fivzt oi Barfand, and the fame we 
were forced to do fourteen or fifteen 
times together in the fpacc of an 
hour. After this 'we went over fome 
very high mountains, covered with 
(how, where we found U eittremely 
cold, cho' at the fame time there 
fell a (ore of a drizzling rain, I'he 
next day we got into the plains, near 
the village of (Vifffrdr/ce, confiding of 
fome cabbins and lents of Tartars. 

We there bought good fowls for 
three-pence a piece, and eggs (or a 
penny a dozen j befidcs tSiat, we had 
there good milk and good burrer. 

When we had travel led half a league 
farther, we halted between the 
mountains, in a fine level, upon the 
banks of the little river of Siloef, 
whofe waters arc both clear and 
good. The hills and mountains there 
alfo are very pleafant, and full of 
villages. The weather grew better 
about noonj the fun di(perfed the 
clouds, and we moved on again at 
midnight, by a fine moon-light, over 
hill and dale. The next day we 
halted upon a fort of an eminence, 
five leagues from the place where 
we had pa fled the night, and two 
leagues from ArdevU^ where we 
had fight of lofty mountains cover¬ 
ed with fhow. About nine at nighc 
we puflied on by a fine moon-light, 
which lafted not long, but was Ibc- 
ceeded by a thick mg, which con¬ 
tinued till morning, and made us 
ftraggleoutofourway. Earlyiothc 
morning however we got to the vil¬ 
lage of Adfgarnehe ; we went over 
a bridge of fix arches, under one of 
which runs tltc river of G<>eroefJjsu^ 
or the^J^ Ri'Vfft About ten iti the 
morning, the caravan halted in the 
village, and we went on to the city, 
where we difmounted at the Ar/tie- 
nhn Caravaafera, The log con- 
U u tinued 
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1695, tinucd till in the morn- at j^rdevil^ I fent for my baggage 1703^ 

t-'V^ ijigi difperfcd, and be- firotn the village, 

caufe we were 10 make fome Hay 



CHAP. XXXV. 


Sumptuous Mezar, or Maufokuni^ of Sefi, Kmg of Perfia. 
Defcriptkn of Ardevil. Fine tomb near Kelgeran. Depar¬ 
ture from Ardevil. Arrival at Samgal 


A S I was extremely impatient to 
have a light of the magnlE'’ 
cent Maufolcum of Sefi and fome 
other Kings of Perfiat who are bu¬ 
ried here^ 1 lhall fpeak of that be¬ 
fore 1 begin to fay any thing of the 
fjrtd/BMi/ city itfelft Thefe tombs then are 
near afquareof pretty 

large extent i the entrance into them 
is fpacious, and of a fine fort of 
architeaure, vaulted over head, and 
the Hones painted of various cch 
J ours, You go in by a wooden gate, 
and enter into a fine long gallery, 
upon the top of the walls of which 
are feveral niches curioufly painted 
with blue, green, yellow, and white, 
and at the end of this gallery you 
come to a door plated over with 
iilver, which admits you into 3 mag¬ 
nificent apartment, on ihe right hand 
of which there is a great hall crown¬ 
ed with a dome, without any pillar* 
to fupport it, like ihat of the Rotun-* 
da at Ramc^ but not fo large. This 
hall, which Is oppofitc to the library 
and a chappe), is covered with car¬ 
pers ; and on the left hand, oppofite to 
the entrance of the dome, there U 
another lofty apartment, with great 
glafs windows. From ihetice you 
go through another door plated over 
with filver, into a court which is 
nearly a fquare, and wbofe wall is 
a^ut eighteen foot high, with three 
niches on each fide, painted with 
blue and various other colours, and 
adorned with fiowers and foliages 
in carved work. On the right hand 
Tnihf, of you, you have feveral tombs, 
with raifed coffins, fome of which 
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are greatly ornamented, and others, 
on the left hand, divided by a fmall 
wall, where they fay are the alhes 
of many Princes defeended from the 
royal families of the country, a gain ft 
the wall of that of Sefi. To the 
tight and left of this court there 
is an apartment raifed three foot 
from the ground, and vaulted over 
head in the manner of domes. 
They are partitioned in the front 
by a wooden baluftrade towards the 
court, and in one of the corncra 
of this court, on the left hand, ig 
a great folding door, with a balu- 
ftradc covered over with filver, and 
with a chain of mally filver. Here 
you mufl pull off your ffioes to go 
in, nor prefumc to touch the fill, 
which is of white marble : The 
like there are to alt the other 
apartments whole entrance is cover¬ 
ed with mats. Here we found le- 
vcral ^erfiam fitting to the right 
and left upon ftone benches, and 
to iheie is committed the care of 
this fepulchrc, and to thefe mu ft 
you give a prefent of money before 
you go any farther. When it Jiap- 
pens that the prelent you offer to 
them is not thought enough, they 
fail not to be fo free as to tell you 
lb, and fometimes demand five or 
fix limes as much i but when they 
find that the curious vifitant is not 
in the humour to give them what 
they would have, and is about to 
put on his Ihoes to go back again, 
they Ixgin to grow civil, and ra¬ 
ther than take nothing, they ac¬ 
cept of what you think fit to give 

them. 
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1703. ihem. When you are goi through 
this doofy you come into a fmall 
vaulted place in the manner of an 
half doinej from thence you, on 
the right hand, go through a door 
adorned with a baluftradc of gold, 
or clfc of ftlver richly gilt, and 
come into a nniagnificeni room full 
of candles or of lamps of gold and 
{liver, fome of which are an el! in 
circumference, and fo many in num¬ 
ber, that there i$ no counting them. 
The ftoof here was covered with 
carpets, and on each hand full of 
frnall reading defks, with large books 
upon them. This room is fifty two 
foot long, but thirty four broad: 
The Maofoleum of Si^ Is at the 
end of this place, raifed upon three 
ffeps, and the lamp which hangs 
over it is of line tnafiy gold, and 
of the largefi fize. Beyond this you 
ice a baluftradc which is alfo of 
nialTy gold, raifed upon a ftep, 
round, and of the thicknefs of an 
inch, which is fix foot and nine 
inches long, exclufive of the fron¬ 
ton of (he door, and nine foot ten 
inches high. This door has two 
folds, through which you go into a 
final] round Chappel, in the middle 
which you fee the tomb of 5 ^, 
Srf- made of marble and covered with 
a magnificent paSl of gold brocade, 
and crowned at each comer with a 
great golden vafe : and this chappcl 
is full of filver lamps, intermixed 
with others of gold. This tomb is 
nine foot long, four foot broad, and 
three foot high. There were two 
*' before it, one of which was that of 
a child^ and two behind, five in all, 
which are ihofe of himfelf, of 
King FedredifJt a fon of j of 
King Tzfttii/, and of a Ion of Fedr<~ 
din’s^ called SoUan j^dtr^ who was 
flead by the "TurkSy another of a 
Ion of * 7 zetiiif s, and that of King 
jfilder. Every night they light up 
the lamps about ihefe combs, and 
two great tapers, which they put 
into candle Hicks of mafiy gold. 
Over this tonab there is a .frnall 
dome covered over with gold, and 
another on one fide of it, tncrulled 
with blue and green glazed Hones. 
Some authors affirm, it is unlawful 
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for any layman, not excepting even’1703, 
the King himfelf, to go in at the’’^'^ 
golden door to get at the comb of I 
S^y but I experienced the contrary i 
Indeed 1 did but juft ftep in, with¬ 
out prefuming to go any farther, 
well aware of the veneration they 
have for this place. For the reft 
you mu ft Iiave money ready at every 
ftep, though you have fufticleiuly 
paid upon your firft admiftion, you 
muft have your hand in your purfe 
at the door of every room. But to 
do them juftice, they anfwer very 
civilly to the queftions you aitc 
them, and never hurry you } on the 
contrary, I thought it did not pleafc 
them a little, to obferve with what 
accuracy 1 furveyed what they fhow- 
ed me. 

At the entrance into thisfumptu- 
ous apartmenr, you have, on the 
left of you, ftveral final! chambers 
w'hich are ftiut up, in which they 
aftured me there were odier tombs 
of Kings and Queens, among others, 
thofc of King Jpma'ely the (on 
Aidt'n of King Taradr, the fon of 
IJ/jmael ; of King ipjmaeill. the fon 
of ^amar \ of King Mcbammed Khoda~ 
bendy the fon of IJhmaei ; of IJhmaii 
Mirja ; of Mcmfa and of the 

brothers of King AbbaSy the fon of 
Kbodabertd, Thcfc tombs ate defti- 
tutc of ornaments. 

As you go out of the fine hall 
of this building, you turn on the 
right hand into a place which leads 
to the kitchen, the door of which 
allb is plated over with filver ^ yet 
this fame kitchen, which is fpacious 
enough, docs by no means corre- 
fpond with the magnificence of the 
door. In the midft of it there are 
two great wells, and in the wall, 
which is of a good height, there 
are leveral holes filled with pots and 
kettles, and beneath fome lame 
ftoves. Here they dreft vidliials for «• 
thofc who have the care and guard 
of the fcpulchre, befidea that they 
every night diftribuie FAoe to Ibmc 
hundreds of poor people. 

Having thus Jatisfied my curiofi- 

1 returned to the Meydoen, to fce 
the King's gardens, which are di¬ 
vided 
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lyoj, vidcd from CEcli oihcr by fl wsill 

QJ3 One fide of ibe tDii^bs» 

Stji there forincrly look up his 
abode, in a ftone building wliich 
is now falling into ruins. There 
are here ftill to be feen two apart¬ 
ments provided with chimnies, in 
which, they will have it, this Prince 
formerly refided i iherc are feveral 
others belides, and a fmall bath, 
but without any ornaments. The 
firft garden, which is tolerably large, 
1$ ill kept and irregular, tho* well 
flored with fruits j but there arc 
here neither flowers nor plants worth 
the notice} it is, in feveral places, wa¬ 
tered by fprings which crofs it up 
and down. The fecond garden has 
no building in it, nor is it fo large 
as the firfl:, though the trees there 
arc higher than in the former. Upon 
the whole, no body would ever have 
taken it for a royal garden. 

Leaving this garden, 1 went to 
divert my lelf with fi£hmg, in a 
fmall river which comes down from 
the mountains. 1 there met with 

CwAf/. ^ conduit or aqucdu£l for the con¬ 
veyance of water j it was made of 
earth, and raifed fome feet above the 
ground, and on the top of it there 
was a gutter for the water to run in, 
and beneath, thro’ a houfe, built on 
purpole to convey it to the town, 
where it ierves to water the gardens. 
It falls like a torrent, beyond this 
houfe, into this fmall river which 
runs through the country. We 
caught only three or four fmall hfh, 
which I prefcTvcd in fpirits. The 
next day 1 rode out on horJeback 
half a league to the fbuthward of 
the town, to draw a profpedl of it 
on tliat fide; it was upon a hill I 
took my Hand, the only place from 
whence I could have a view of it, 
^becaufe of the trees which every 
where elfe fhade it} and indeed it 
is feen imperfcdlly enough even from 
thence. Mean time a Ihowcr of 
rain falling down upon me, 1 was 
obliged to return bemre 1 bad been 
able to do atiy thing towards the 
completion of my defign: Upon the 
way 1 faw an houle where there is 
a water-mill for grinding of corn j 
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the water that drives It fills from 1703. 
the top of the higheft hills to the '-'VN/ 
weflward*of the town: ihele hills 
arc always covered with fnow, and 
the water runs through a canal 
raifed of earth for that purpofej 
(his water falls with great violence 
beneath the houfe, and fpreads kfclf 
over the fiat country to the fouih- 
call, where the other conduit is, 
which 1 mentioned juft now. Thefe 
houfes have a mill beneath, and 
two great milftoncs which continu¬ 
ally turn upon a piece of hollow 
wood, where the corn goes through 
a wooden pipe under the mil ftone, 
and the Bower comes out at thu 
fidcs. The river runs near this 
houfe under a great and lofty bridge, 
of five arches, the lower part of 
which is paved with large ftones. 

Let us now proceed to fpeak o^sumtSm 
the fituation of the city, which thcy*/^"**^“- 
indifterenily call Anleiil or ArdcBii\ 
and is in the north of Ptrjta^ and 
caft of the province of Sberwm in 
the ancient Media j to the fouth of 
the Cajpian fca, and to the eaft of 
the town of Tii/ir/j, The build¬ 
ings here are finer than thofe at Sa- 
maebi^ though of the very fame 
fort of materials. The Bazars 
here are alfo finer, and better co¬ 
vered ; but they deal here very lic- 
tle in gold fluffs, or jewels, as they 
are pretended to have done former¬ 
ly, and as they do in other places. 

They have here a great number of 
M^ebs adorned with domes, the 
moft confiderabJe of which is that 
of Mu-zydj Mu^zbity or Mazjit 
Adine, or that of Sunday % it is onc^,y 
the call fide of the town, and with- 
in the wall of it, and being on a 
finalt eminence, is confpicuous at 
a diftance off. It is divided into 
feveral pans where they perform 
their fervicc s the chief of them is 
tolerably large and round, under a 
dome, which is raifed upon a round 
wall fomewhat low, which rifes 
from the body of the building in 
the nature of a fteeple. Before this 
Mofeb there is a refervoir or bafon, 
fupplied with water from the hills, 
whence it comes in pipes laid under 
4 ground} 
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X703. ground i and this waicr ler\'cs 10 
refreih thole who in great num> 
bers come here to perform their de¬ 
votions : The reft arc by no means 
fo conllderable as this. There are 
alfb many hamans^ or in 

this town. For the reft, mere are 
here but three or four large ftreets, 
where the chief (hops are, the reft 
arc not worth fpeaking of 1 the 
houfts are flat at top, and nafty to 
look at. There are not here lb 
many caravanferas as at Samachi: 
The Indtani have three, tho' they 
arc In no great numbers here; as 
for the Cbimfiy they have none at 
all, and indeed trade Hags here very 
much> This town in many parts 
of it abounds with lofty alders and 
lindens, and the river runs on one 
fide of in The high-ways are there 
atfo planted with rows of young 
trees, which in time cannot fail to 
have a very pleafanc efFcdt The 
fineft place in and about this town 
is the or fquare, where 

ftands the Maufoleum of Stji\ to 
the right and left you have little 
houfes inhabited by poor artificers. 
Moft of rhe houfes in this city, 
which arc not in the Rtxiirr, have 
the pleafure and convenience of gar¬ 
dens full of fruit trees; and there 
are fome large fpots in the out parts 
of the town, where the houfes arc 
at a diftance from each other, which 
are full of trees. And hence it is 
that it is of a large extent, with a 
number of faliant angles; fo that 
it is much larger than Samaebi^ 
though it does not contain fuch a 
number of houfes. It ftands in the 
midft of a great plain, which is 
three good leagues in extent from 
one end to the other, and furround- 
cd by lofty mountains, the higbeft 
of which, and upon which the fnow 
continually lies, is called Sevslan^ or 
Sebeiabu^ it is to the weft, north- 
weft of the town. That of Cbiian 
is to the call, or fouth-eaft. There 
is one the fame at Der^uies^ called 
Sabandt and a fourth not fer from 
Hamadan^ which they call j^atid, 
and which is the tofiieft of them 
all; They are called the Bratbirs^ 
Voc. X. 


becaufc they have a refemblancc of 1703. 
each other. In the mouniains in 
the neighbourhood of this town 
there are fevcral hot baths, 
much efteemed among them; oneJiin li«sh. 
of them is but two Teagues from 
thence, a fecond three, and others 
farther oft. When 1 firft came to 
this place, I had mucli ado to go 
along the ftreers for the crowds of 
thofc who, tempted by the novelty 
of my Dutch habit, ran about to 
fee me; and this is what happened 
to me when I went to vifit the fe- 
pulchre of Sejt^ where they thought 
the cudgel was ablblutely neceftary 
to keep the curious multitude from 
about me; for they wanted to go in 
with me. And this was an incon¬ 
venience 1 could not be free from 
when I was in the caravan (era 
where I lodged, and where a Per- 
Jian offered money to have a fight of 
me. 

In the midft of all this, I drew 
a prolpedX of the town, from a 
iinall eminence, near the bridge 1 
have before menuoned, which Is on 
one fide, to the fouth-weft; you have 
it reprefented, in number 48, fuch 
as ic is to be fecn from without. 

The domes of the fepulchre of Stji 
are diftinguiftied by the letter A: 

^X'here are but three of them to be 
feen; for the fourth, which is co¬ 
vered with gold, is not to be beheld 
from that place, becaufe ir is finaller 
and lower than the reft. The letter 
B diftinguilhes the great mofeh of 
Adine^ and C, a bridge of eight 
arches, upon the river which crofies 
the plain. No more is to be fecn, 
becaufe of the height of the trees 
the town is furrounded with. You 
have a rep refen cation of the bridge 
of five arches in number 49. 

Upon the fixtb &f I went 

10 the village of ^igeran^ which is 
a good half league 10 the north¬ 
ward of the town : You pafs by the 
fepulchre of Stfi to go thither, from 
whence the way is mil of alders and 
lindens on each fide of a fmalt ri¬ 
ver. This is the habitation ol moft 
of the ArmattariSf who have here 
two fmall and very dark churches. 

Xx As 
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1^03. As you go out of «he town you have 
a. grcBt road planted with trees on 
each fide, which leads to a garden 
£Qrdnf. of the King's, indofed with a mud 
wall, tolerably large, tho' as ill kept 
as thole we have mentioned already. 
There are here, however, pretty 
good fruits, and efpecialty apples, 
pears, and fmall plumbs; but the 
flow’crs arc tjuirc of the ordinary 
forts. There is noiher over-againft 
this with a ruir.ed building, full of 
variousapanmenrs. Asyougoinio 
n^ptf the village you iec the tomb of Seid 
timi. the father of where 

are alfo dcpofited the alhes of Stid 
Saffff the father of Tzfjirail, and 
ihofe of S^fd Kad^ddin, bis grand¬ 
father. This tomb is in a garden 
lurrounded w'lth a mud wall with 
two great gates: That behind comes 
out to the road, and that in the front 
is in the village. Again, this tomb 
is fquarc, indiffi:rcntly lofty, and 
cafed with fmall Hones, At top 
there is a round rower, fomewhat 
low, which fupporrs a green dome, 
inlaid with gold and blue ornameitts, 
furtnounted with gold balls. There 
are fix windows on each fide of the 
walls, the bighefi of which are of 
esquifite workmanfiiip, and painted 
and ornamented like the dome, and 
thofe beneath have an iron grate and 
fhutters within. Beneath the cor- 
nifh there are three fmall cavities 
adorned with variety of colours, 
and In the middle of the building 
behind, a wooden gate, with a Hep 
to afeend by. There is alfo above 
this door an ornament in form of 
an half vault, with three fmall win¬ 
dows, I found rhis door fhuc, and 
a fine portal to that in the front. 
As I could fee no body about this 
fepulchrc, 1 drew a reprcfeniation 
thro’ the crevices of the gate, fuch 
as you fee it in number 50. Near 
the front of this building, in the 
village, you fee a bafon on the level 
of the ground, which Is fixteen feet 
broad, and fourteen feet long. You 
go up 10 the door of this building, 
by fix Heps, and you muft pull off 
your (bees to go over the fill of it, 
as iBe ceremony is at the fepulchre 
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of and moft of thole who pay 1703- 
a vifir to this tomb kifs it. When 
you are come into the firft apart¬ 
ment, which has a fine glafs win¬ 
dow aloft, and whole floor is cover¬ 
ed with carpets, you fee thro’ a fc- 
cond door, oppofitc to the firft, this 
tomb raifed fix foot high, and in 
the midff of a fine apartment; it 
is made of wood, and the inchafings 
are of gold, as they tell the Hory; 
the pall over it is of brocade, and 
above and before the door there are 
fome lamps of gold and filvcr. They 
would not fuffer me to Hir beyond 
the door of the place where the 
tomb Hands, though I rook care to 
make particular obfervations upon 
all 1 faw there. 

While I was bufy in taking this 
view, my Armenian guide fell into 
quarrel with the people of the place, 
who from words came to blows 
with him. 1 was ladly troubled at 
this, and did all I could to reconcile 
them, and prevent the ill confe- 
quences of fuch a difordcr, well 
knowing the inhabitants of this place 
were proud and vindt^tve, and that 
the Governor of the province had 
been forty years in reducing them 
to a due fenfe of themfelvcs. which 
he bad not been able to effca, but 
by fending a part of them to 
hm. They had formerly carried 
their brutality to that pitch, as even 
to force women from their hufbands, 
whenever they pleafed, nor in the 
leaft caring who they murdered, 
if they oHcred to make head againff 
their fury. At that timCf not even 
the merchants were fafe in their 
caravanferas from the infults of this 
rude untraftable mob: but the 
Khan who governs them at prefctic, 
has found out a way to rcprels their 
infolence^ tho’he has but a guard 
of three hundred horfe, without any 
foot. * 

Upon tlie JetQftd they carried the 
rnemhants goods to the village of 
Affgaermioe, where the guide of the 
caravan lived, who contrived mat¬ 
ters fo well, that he made us lofc 
the very fineft part of the fcafon. 

Upon the ninth, he rcfolvcd to de- 

part. 
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1703. pare, but there fell fuch a quantity 
of rain, that they were obliged to 
put off the journey till the twelfth. 
Some Armenian priefts came to me 
here, and begged of me to contri¬ 
bute Ibmethlng cowards the build¬ 
ing of a church, dedicated to Saint 
yebnt which they were at work up¬ 
on in a village not far from the 
town. I made (hem a fmall pre- 
jent, and wifhed them all manner 
of fuccefs in (heir undertaking. 

Upon the eleventh^ I prepared for 
my departure, after we had been a 
month at Ardevilj and fent my bag¬ 
gage to the caravan, Rifing early 
in the morning of the next day, I 
met with a great number of 
who were going through the tovvn, 
finging and rejoicing for their happy 
return from Mecca, where they had 
been on pilgrimage to the tomb of 
cheir prophet Mohammed. 

It was three tn the afternoon when 
the caravan began to move, facing to 
the fouchwand, and having crolTed 
the plain, we came into mountains, 
from whence you have an advan¬ 
tageous profpedl of the town and 
the villages about, which hive a 
very plcafing efFedti but we were 
there a little too far off to fee obje^s 
diftinftly. The caravan halted at 
the village of Sardale^ three leagues 
from the town j but we were taken 
W'ith fo thick a fog, upon entering 
the mountains, that It was as much 
as we could do to fee them; The 
foil about this village, which is of 
tolerable extent, is very fertile, and 
abounds in corn, which was heap¬ 
ed up on all lides. We departed 
from lienee at three in the morning, 
and com pleated our journey over 
the mountains j and when you are 
beyond them, the higheft feem to 
have their tops hid in the clouds. 
The foil there affo is pretty fertile, 
and full of peafancs who were tilling 
the ground with oxen and buffaloes. 
Having palled through feveral vil¬ 
lages, we, at nhiij came to that of 
Koraming, which is tolerably large, 
and furrounded about with heaps of 
corn. 


We there halted in the plain, by 1703. 
the Gde of a fmall river which 
through ir, and faw a number 
fnipes and thrufhes^ of which I killed 
a good number, together with tvro 
young wild ducks. The grounds a- 
bout thefe villages are full of wil¬ 
lows, alders, and fruit-trees. Wc 
here waited for the reft of our com¬ 
panions chat were (eft behind, and in 
the mean time f drew the profpeft 
you have in number 

Towards evening, the fog came 
upon us again, and continued till 
midnight, when we came among 
the highefl moumains, with a fine 
moonlight and upon the fifteenth in 
the morning, came to the village of 
Fattaha. At break of day the next 
morn we moved on again among the 
mountains. The ivfo Armeniam^ my 
friends, who ftaid behind us, came 
and joined us this night; and upon 
the feventeentb, having travelled over 
many rocks, we halted among the 
mountains. That day we came up 
with our camels, which had gone 
before us, and half a league from 
thence we faw the famous mount 
*taurut^ called by the inhabitants, 
Cafelufim. It ft retches far away up 
into the country, and alTumcs differ¬ 
ent names, according to the places 
it croilcs -j but it retains its true 
name in the ibuthern parts of Afia 
Minor, There arc authors who 
confound it with mount Caucafus. 

At three tn the morning vve began 
to afeend it, found it very ftcep and 
full of rocks, with vaft fiflures, and 
frightful precipices, and as the roads 
and paths of it are very narrow, 
very dangerous withal, we were 
obliged to alight from our horfes 
and go on foot, It moft common¬ 
ly requires but an hour to go over 
icj but we took up two, bccauft our 
caravan was more than ufually nu¬ 
merous. As you go down, you fee 
precipices which ftrike the traveller 
with horror in the night. When 
you are clear of this mountain, you 
come into a plain of pretty large ex¬ 
tent, which you croft to the left, and 
come 10 another mountain, or ano¬ 
ther 
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J703. ther branch ot mount 1‘aurus, 
which here divides itfelf into two» 
Rivtrtf between which runs the river of 
Kiaiofti:, Ki/thjan^ which they a I fo caUXnr^.* 
Jt ia very rapid in its courfe, and has 
fcveral falls among the rocks, where 
it tumbles down with great viotence} 
it fprings up in the weft, and runs 
into the Cajpian fea. Over this rt- 
jf w- vcr King Tamar built a ftonc bridge, 

which is ten paces broad, and one 
hundred and fifty paces long; it is 
tolerably lofty, and has fix arches, 
three of which arc very wide» Be¬ 
tween four of thefe arches, there 
are three openings, and between the 
reft a kind of an half round tower* 
The river at prefent only runs un¬ 
der one or two of ihcfe arches, un- 
lefs the waters be very high indeed. 
Having got over ibis bridge, we 
halted to wait for jthe caravanj 
in the mean time the Armenians 
betook them to their cofiee, and I 
to take upon paper the profpedt 
you have in number 52. We then 
/^^^‘^•afeended the iecond inountain, or 
branch of the Taurus^ which is high¬ 
er, vaftcr, and more fteep than the 
former j but as we were much fa¬ 
tigued with having travelled over 
the firft on foot, we were obliged 
to flop levcral times to take breath. 
At length coming to a better way, 
we mounted our horfes again, and 
at break of day gained the top. The 


reft of the caravan did the fame two 1703, 
hours after us, and half a leaguc^-orv 
farther on we cante Into a fine and 
we)]-cultivated country. Ac nine 
in the morning we got to the vll' 
lage oi Ka^ehe^idarajfti where, for 
the firft lime, they brought us grapes, 
at the rate of four-pence a pound y 
and the ways are very good beyond 
mount TauruSf as well as the foil* 

From thence you have fight of ano¬ 
ther mountain, higher chan the for- 
mer, and continually capped with*/'®*'**' 
fnowi but we halted a day to reft^ 
ourfelves. Upon the twentUtht at 
three in the morning we proceeded 
on oor journey, amid very fine 
weather, and by Je*uen^ we reached 
the Dcighboiirliow of a brook not 
far from Jamhela. Here they have 
extraordinary birds called Baeker- 
Kara, We then went through fe- 
veral villages, whence you fee 
mount Taurus at a diftance, in the 
manner it is reprefented in number 
53. Upon the twenty feemd^ we 
crofted a great plain, bordered by 
hills and mountains on the left 
hand, where they brought us grapes 
of a moft exquifite flavour. Upon 
the twenty thirds we arrived at the 
town of SamgaeX beyond which we 
halted, and there met with very fine 
pomegranates of a beautiful colour 
and middling lize, grapes and other 
fruits. 



CHAP. XXXVJ. 

Deferiptim of Satngael, and of the places on the road thither* 

Arrival at Com. 


Sifttatum 
Sf Sam- 


W E were obliged to ftay here 
the next day to wait for the 
ofticers of the cuftoms, who live 
without the town. Samgael has the 
look of a village, though there are 
there fomc lofty and well built houfes, 
confiderijig the country, fome of 
earth only, and others of earth and 
ftonc together. They have here a 


fine bazar, which is covered and 
vaults, and where they keep the 
principal fliops, and particularly 
thofc of the drapers, where they 
fell all forts of cotton fluffs and 
cloths. There are, however, other 
covered (hops in other parts of the 
town, and a Dumber of tnofehs a- 
dorned with domes, the chief of 
+ which 
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\vKlch is painted a fine green, and 
X'glazed blue on the outfide. There 
one rnnntng to ruin, which is pret¬ 
ty 1' fry with a dome, and which 
the Tkrh made ufe of, when they 
became makers of this place } but 
though it is not very large, it ftands 
pkilantTy in a plain, with high 
STiOuntains to the weft. Half a 
Uague from thence there runs a 
ftreant of fine clear water, where 
our caravan halted, in a place full 
cl erec« and walled gardens, 1 drew 
H profpo^ of this town to the north- 
call, as you fee it in number 54. 
T he letter A diftinguifties the ruin¬ 
ous molch of [he Turks i the letter 6 
points out the principal inolch, and 
C a great demolilh'd building. And 
this is all that is remarkable at this 
place, which is deftitiiie of all traces 
whereby to guefs at its antiquity, 
iho’ very ancient it is, and iho' k 
was a very flouriftting place in the 
days of Tamerlane i but it was after- 
wardsdeftroyed by thcTitrij. There 
is but one caravanfera here i tt is 
indifierendy targe, built of eanh 
and clay, and ibe finall river of Sa^ 
gan/haey runs to the eaft of it, and 
thence goes and throws ttfelf among 
the mountains, where 1 drew the 
profpcdl you have in number 55. 
This town is governed by a Darsega 
or Bailiff and there for every hode- 
load of ftlk and cloth you pay the 
fum of thirty pence, and but^teen 
for commodities of lefs value. In 
ihe evening ic began to rain, which 
it continued to do till about two 
hours before fun-rlle. Upon the 
tiven/y fftb we purfued our journey, 
with a fine road, the officers of the 
cuftoms having agreed to meet us 
at the place where we were to bait 
that day, there to receive their dues. 
We paftbi in fight of leveral vil¬ 
lages, and ftopped at Kurkjandy^ three 
leagu^ to the louth-eaft of the town. 
In this place there is a branch of the 
Taurusy which ftretches away from 
north to fouth, towards 
inhabited by the Curds^ who livein 
villages: they lay they have never- 
fhdefs a fmali fortrefs in the moun¬ 
tains, called Keyder Feyamber. Up- 
yot. L 


on the fveenty fixth^ wc had much 170J- 
rain, and crofted the plain in the 
midft of ic, travelling on towards 
the mountains, and at break of day 
we faw ^ultania on our right, two^* 
leagues from the place, where we 
had palled a part of the night. This 
town Hands in a plain, near moun¬ 
tains which almoft incompaft ic 
round, wirh that of Keyder on the 
right hand i but as the guides of our 
caravan had no manner of bufinefs 
there, and as there is no going into 
k without paying certain duties, we* 
to ray very great regret, palTed by it- 
They had, however, flattered me 
they fliouid ftop at a place not far 
off, but they not doing as they had 
faid, 1 rode back towards the town, 
and ftopped upon an eminence near 
the call fide of it, where I drew 
the profpedt you have in number 
56. It has four great mofehs, the 
three chief of which have large 
domes, and in one of them is the 
tomb of Sdtan Mohammed Khtia- 
htnd^ who, as they lay, laid the 
foundations of ic about four hun¬ 
dred years ago; they allured me 
this tomb is magnificent and well 
built, and that the chapel of it is 
adorned with gold and filver. It 
looks moft charmingly from with¬ 
out. 

This town has neither gates nor Dej^th* 
walls, and all the houles of ic are®^ 
built of earth, lime and clay. It 
has eight or ten caravanferas, and 
fonie bazars, but not confidcrabic, 
nor* indeed, can It be reckoned a 
trading place; tho’ formerly, before 
It was deftroyed by Tamerlane, it was 
one of the firft towns in Per^'a. The 
royal palace, once its moftfump- 
tuous building, t$ now no more. 

Half a league from the town, there 
are the ruins of an old ftooe tower 
and gate, which it is likely belong¬ 
ed to the old city, w'htch is in 36 
degrees, 30 minutes of northern la¬ 
titude. 

1 was two hours before I could 
overtake the caravan, which had 
held on its way, and about noon we 
halted at the village of Thalh, the 
neighbourhood of which abounds 
Y y with 
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1703. with baehr-katraHi birds nor very 
di/Fcrcnr from our pan ridges, except 
that tficy arc larger, and have whit- 
i{h bellies and wings t ihey fly in 
flocks, preicy high, and delight in 
(tiled grounds: I killed one of ihetn; 
it was very heavy, well fed, and of 
a delicious cafle. 

Two hours before day, we pur- 
fued our journey, and after a flretch 
of five Iiours, we arrived at Grtm^ 
dera» a town of large extent, full 
of trees and gardens, and by the fide 
of a fine ftream. Its houfes arein- 
differcnrly good, and fome of them 
are even pretty lofty. We departed 
hence at the fame hour as the day 
before, and travelled over the fame 
plain, themountainsibatincompafi 
It being at the di fiance of about a 
league from each other. The grounds 
were fown, and the country thick 
fet with villages. The country people 
there make little mounds of earth to 
keep in the water, and by the road fide 
there are conduits of wafer to water 
the land. We then went through two 
villages, whofe mofehs had a kind 
of fteeptes, a fight rare to be fecn 
in this country: they are very broad 
at bottom, and terminate in a 
point or fpire ; they told me they 
were the tombs of faints to which 
they had added mofehs. About 
noon we went down a hollow way 
almoll quite fur rounded by a con¬ 
duit or canal of water, which was 
five or fi.x foot broad, whofe water 
ran over violently in two places, and 
fpread over the lands from norrh- 
tveft to Ibuth-caft, In this place we 
found two villages called Parjabcim 
and. Touoekfyy the la ft of which, 
which is the fmalleft of the two, 
is inclolcd with a mud wall like a 
garden, which you go into by a 
l^rge gate. The firfl: is very large, full 
of trees and gardens, and the coun¬ 
try about is very pleafanL The two 
villages with fteeples, which wc juft 
now mentioned, are of the fame 
name and in the fame dtftrltft, ibo* 
ai a good diftance from each other, 
n this plate the mountains ftem to 
lerminaie. That day we travelled 
* journey of five leagues, and at 
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thret in the mornbg we proceeded 1701, 
farther through a road full of hills 
and villagw to the right and left, 
whence at the break of day we 
defccied ibmc mountains covered 
with fiiow. Wc afterwards crofiM 
a fmall river three or four times j 
we^ had very fine and mild weather 
quite to Gibara^ where every one 
ifieltercd himfelf under the ruins of 
a low wall, a thing common enough 
in thcle parts. This town contains 
above five hundred houles, moft of 
(hem low and upon an eminence j fo 
that from a diftance a man might 
miftake it for a forcrefs. It is full 
of trees and gardens, and about it 
are a great number of uninhabited 
houf^ You have a reprefentation 
of it In number 57. 

Provifions abound in this place, Angtsert • 
where we had excellent mutton^^'^’^ 
good fowls and melons, the feed ot 
which 1 preierved. J thise fhoc on 
a bird fb called, which is 
fomewhat like a duck, but it flies 
^Igker, and ftruts with the head up 
IiIk a cock, and delights tn water 
The body of it is red and the neck 
of a yellow rufln quite to the eyes, 
about which it is white to the bill, 
which is black: its wings are whiter 
red, and black; my dog brought it 
to me alive. You have the repre- 
fentation of a finall village in num¬ 
ber 58; and of the bird in num¬ 
ber 59. 

Tbis part of the country alfo a-cw/w. 
bounds in cotton-trees, a branch of 
which I drew as as you fee it tn 
number fio- It has three or four 
pods, in the condition they arc in 
when the fruit is not perfeaiy ripe» 
as you may obferve by one of the 
four which is burft open and full of 
cotton. They either gather them, 
or they fall of thcmfelves, when 
the pod is open, and begins to wi¬ 
ther. The outward colour of it is 
purple, and has a delightful eflied 
with the white within, when it 
burus and opens. 

^ U^Q (he tbirtletb, we continued 
in this fame place, 10 give our 
hories fome reft. About noon there 
pauira by a PoHjb Ambaflador from 

IJpaban^ 
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17D3. Ifpahany on bis way to his own 
country, I was alone at my ^rt 
when I met him, and Tome of his 
train obfervlng me to be dreffed in 
the fashion of Holland^ called out 
to me, but I not minding them, as 
thinking they were Perfatis, two or 
three of them rode up to me, and 
told me, in Italian^ that they were 
Europeans. While I was talking 
with them, the Ambaflador himfelf 
went by: They afked me whac 
news from Eur^e^ but 1 told them 
it was fix months fmee I came from 
Mojcffw^ and that, confequently, I 
could give them no manner of in- 
ibrmation about the matter. They 
had paded the night in the village 
next to where we were, and defired 
me to recommend them to (heir 
friends at I/pahan^ and promiled to 
do the fame for me at Mofeow^ and 
thereupon they purfued iheir jour¬ 
ney. They were about thirty per- 
fons on horfeback, and had three or 
four banncrolcs or fmall fhndards 
with them, and were followed by 
twenty three camels, laden with 
ihcir baggage. 

At three in the morning we re¬ 
lumed our road, and having travel¬ 
led four leagues, we came to Sak-^ 
fz^a^ a great village, like the for¬ 
mer, full of trees. On the right hand 
there are ruins of a large build¬ 
ing, and on the left thofe of a large 
caravanfera, reprefented in number 
61, We were here obliged to ftay, 
to pay the ordinary duties, and I in 
the mean time diverted myfclf with 
Ihooting at pigeons. 

As we travelled on, we palTed by 
a place full of lena j this tree is a 
very plcalani one to look at, and, as 
1 had never fecn of them before, I 
was charmed with it, and fhall give 
a defeription of It in the fequel. In 
the village of zirafangbi we found 
flore of pomgranates, a very refrefli- 
ingfort of fruit* and very cheap. 
Leaving this we went over a hill, 
leaving the plain on the left hand, to 
get into the road that goes to Com, 
There is another on the right hand 
of this village that goes to Sawa^ 
whither wc fltbuld have* gone to 


pay certain duties { but as it is going 1703, 
a day’s journey out of the way 
Com^ and as they are thereby liable 
to the payment of three di6fercnc im- 
pods, whereas they are liable to but 
one by going dicflly to O/tt, the ca¬ 
ravan commonly choofes this lad, 

After a journey of five hours we 
reded ourfelves in a plain, between 
feme hills, near the village of Han~ 
geran, where there is very good 
bread, and from thence we went on 
to Saranda. There we, for the 
fird time, drank wine of ytrdevil, 
which is white and pleafanc enough 
to the palate, but it is not allowed 
to be fold. This village is furround- 
ed with wells, fupplied with water 
by a fubterraneous canal in the vil¬ 
lage. Upon the Jotirtb of Nof^m- 
her we departed, and after a ftage 
of feven leagues, we, at one in the 
afternoon, reached Angelawa^ two 
hours before the reft of the cara¬ 
van : this village is but feven leagues 
from Com. This prtis alfo lull of 
wells, or fprings, four or five paces 
from each other, and the water of 
them is alfo conveyed under ground 
to the village, Perjia Is all over 
full of fuch fprings and fubterrane¬ 
ous conveyances. Here there are 
ravens of extraordinary fizc : but 
the land here being ftrongly impreg¬ 
nated with falt-peter the water is 
brackilh. Our camels went on be.- 
fore us in the niglu, but the cuf- 
tom-houfe oIBccrs of Sawa having 
fei^sed upon one of thena, laden 
with two bales of cloth, becaufe we 
bad not pa^ by that place, and 
becaufe this is under one and the 
Jkme territory or jurifdiflion, we 
were obliged to turn back again, 
and ftay in this place till (he 
Jixtb f Novemberf whence wc de¬ 
parted before day. Coming upon 
a fmall ditch or trench w'hich we 
did not perceive, fcvcral of our 
horfes fell in, and amongft the reft 
mine, but by good chance they were 
got out again. At nine in the morn¬ 
ing we came upon the banks of the 
river Saavafaty^ which comes from 
Sav^a: it is very broad in fome 
places, and runs away to the fouih- 

ward, 
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170wardf in a plain between high 
grounds. It happened that wc had 
unwarily got into a Tandy plain, be¬ 
tween Ibmc downs of moving land, 
where it is impolHble to travel with¬ 
out danger. Behind thele downs 
there are lofty ihountains, between 
which is the road to Sawa and to 
Com, As we had been informed 
that thole who had feiaed on our 
camclsi, intended us a Tecond vilit, 
we put ourfclvcs To vigorouhy upon 
our guard that they did not date re¬ 
peat the attempt. About deoen we 
reached a llony mountain, whofe 
^ rocks reprefent all forts of objefls, 
a furprizlng thing to behold : 1 
drew them atdiftance, together with 
the mountain on the right hand of 
the town : you have a reprefencad- 
on of this in number 62} the hril 
is like the bead and neck of an ani¬ 
mal, and the relb arc 10 the full as 
remarkable. In our way thither we 


went through a town full of houfes j 1705. ' 
but they were all empty ; it is likely 
the inhabitants were all in tents a- 
broad, tending their cattle. There 
is a great Ibone bridge at the entrance 
into the town, by the lide of wJiich 
we law a great number of tents pitch¬ 
ed, and in them people of alt forts 
of condition, with horles by them, 
tyed to each other. They told us 
thefe people, among whom there 
were more women than men, were 
upon a pilgrimage, to vifit the tombs 
of ieveral Saints. We were half an 
hour in going through the town, to 
the end of the old walls, where we 
got up our tents in a place where 
there are many ancient ruins. The 
relt of the caravan did not arrive 
till two hours after us, having been 
under a neceHtty to crois ieverai 
narrow bridges, which bad delayed 
them. We Aaid here the next dij, 
and had very charming weather. 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

Defeription of Com and of Cachan or Caftian* Arrhal 

at Ifpahan, 


tfOom. 


%mh iJT 
fti grrat 
mtfrh ijfe. 


D uring the time I ftaid here I vi- 
llted the inlide of the town, 
after 1 had ladsfied my curiohiy with 
a view of its antiquities and ruins, 
concerning which 1 Iball be more 
difiule in the iequel. In the great 
mofeh of ^ Muieyd or Ma-zyt^matja-* 
ma there b the tomb of Fatma-JbrSf 
the hfler of Mshanimed and wife of 
Alt ; and near that another mofeh 
where they prclervc the afhes of 
Abbas King of Perjia^ of fome ocher 
Kings, and amoog the rcH of Sbah 
Suliman^ the father of Sbah 
the King that reigns at prelent. 
Thefe two molcbs are of a fine ibrt 
of archue£tuTe, and liave domes 
glazed with green. As you go into 
the cowt^ you fee four columns of 
about thiny fix foot high, the two 
firft of wluch arc joined together. 


5 


and belonged to fbme public edifice 
or fbmc molch. They Hand upon 
a fquare wait raifed above the 
ground, nearly of the height of 
thele ihme columns, and the por¬ 
tal of this wall is a great vaulted 
arcade: the two others are at a 
diftance from each other and more 
damaged. Upon the cop of the 
two firib there is a kind of capita] 
of no order, and three different faf- 
cia’s about them. They feem to 
be preuy equal to the fight, and yet 
they are more taper at top than at 
bottom, and above the capital they 
have a moulding of green and gold, 
jbmewhac disbgured. They are at 
fome diftance from the Bazar, 
which is of the mod ordinary fort, 
as well as the reft of the town; 
nor waa 1 fiirprized at it, for it is 

by 









































































































CORNELIUS 

• 1703. by no means a trading place. There 
3 great building near the ba’dge 
over which you go into the town, 
with a fine and fpacious court, in 
fhe^midft of which there is a baibn. 
It is a kind of mofeh or chapel^ 
where they pretend to have the re¬ 
mains of the lifter of Imam Rtjk^ 
and Imam jfnu hammed who flou- 
riflicd fcven hundred and fifty years 
ago. This tomb is held in great 
veneradon, becaulc this Lady, as 
they will have it, was of the poftcri- 
ty of Mohammedf and accordingly 
there are always fomc perfons of 
diftinftion there. 

^ The bridge, wc juft now men- 
tioned, is one hundred paces in 
length and eight in breadth, wkh a 
fmall brick parapet two foot high. 
This bridge, which is built of fmall 
Hones, has ten arches, under Ibtue 

JtiW tr ri^cr of 

when it is low, but efpecially when 

it is high. They relate that there 
was a great inundation in this town 
in the year t, and that it fwept 
awayaE)out twelve hundred houlesj 
which being reported to King Mbai^ 
he ordered a dyke of two leagues in 
length to prevent the like difaftcr for 
the time to come. 

This town is divided into twenty 
four quarters or diftrldte, and con¬ 
tains two tboufand one hundred 
houfts, in each of which there is 
a well, not to fpcak of three hun¬ 
dred abenbaars or cifterns. It has 

^ four gates, four Bazars, and a 

L'w* * feveral bagnio’s and a 

'-great number of mofehs and cha¬ 
pels. There are no antiquities to 
be leen on this fide, but there are 
on the other, where the caravan 
Hopped, within the cnccint of the 
old town, formerly called ChotiaTta 
Handing in Media^ which as is fup- 
pofed extended to Caeban, and ro a 
mountain which was as a boundary 
to if a traft of country, which the 
inhabitants call Arak, 

In (his place, at fome diftance 
from the wall, there iga round py¬ 
ramid, which is foventy eight paces 
m circumference and forty eight in 
height, provided with four Ibclving 
V 0 L. I. 
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^Ils without fteps 1 Its enirarce h tuoli 
Hopped up with rubbifti. The 
walls are a fathom thick, and the 
defeent, taken obliquely, a fathom 
and an half j then they fetch 2 great 
Hope and go as deep into the ground 
as they are above the furface, where 
^is pyramid is fmooth and round. 

You may look into it by certain 
holes, but into it there is no go- 
ing, and what is more extraordina¬ 
ry it feems to have been done de- 
figncdly. Upon the whole, it is 
moft likely to have been a monu¬ 
ment : you have ic reprefented in 
number 63. There arc other ruins 
on the right hand of this pyramid, 
and among others, the remains of 
a fmall chapel. The decayed w'all 
of the town reaches a good way 
beyond thefe ruins, but it is diffi¬ 
cult to dtftinguifti any thing of it 
in particular. However, two or 
three hundred paces from the py¬ 
ramid, as you return to the town, 
there is a part of this wall tolera¬ 
bly entire and flanked with round 
towers, which are very much gone 
to ruin : they arc to the number of 
ten, are about forty foot high, and 
very thick and fubftantial at bot¬ 
tom j you fee them reprefented in 
number 64, with the ruins of a 
gate which was five paces deep, 
as much in breadth, and the waft 
was of ihe feme thickneft. All the' 
reft of the buildings are of earth, 
clay, and fmall ftoncs dried in the 
fun. For my part, 1 own, 1 never 
few any ancient building of this 
kind ; but I am ncvcrthclcls per- 
fedHy perfoaded thefe are ruins of 
the old town, and the rather as the 
ancients make mention of the like 
buildings of earth dried in the 
fun, and a kind of linte made of 
clay. The fecred hiftorians like wife 
rake notice that the builders of the 
tower of Babe/ made ufe of (he like 
kind of earth inftcad of ftoce, and 
of clay hiftead of lime. And this 
is the more natural to conclude 
with regard to this country, as the 
fun is here very powerful, and con- 
fequently foon able to dry up earth 
to the nature of ftonc. It feems to 
Z z 
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1703- me alfo that they have n^ed chop- 
pcd flraw whh this earth, to make 
i[ bind the better. In the fame 
manner they continue to build to 
ihb day, and all over ^erfia you 
fee of this earth dried in the fuu, 
and clay, of which they make lime. 
And, to fay the truth of the mat¬ 
ter, their houfcs are mean enough, 
and lad but a Uitle while, nor do 
they ever think of repairing them. 

From thence 1 went to the north- 
weft of the town, where there are 
no eminences, and from thence drew 
the view you have in number 65. 
The letter A dlftingwilhes the great 
mofeh called Matjama : B that of 
the Kings C the bridge : D the 
mofeh of the great building : E the 
two principal columns of the edifice 
we have mentioned. In the fame 
plate you may alfo obferve how the 
other columns are divided from each 
other. 

Upon the ^Kovmifr. 

we left Coal an hour before day, 
and pafling by the old wall, we 
came into a plain full of villages. 
A league farther we faw two great 
ruined towers. We pafTed the day 
in a village where there is a fine 
ftream cf clear water, three leagues 
to the fouthward of the town ; and 
a league beyond we law the remains 
of an ancient fquare building with 
very fubftantial walls : they fay it 
W'as formerly afortrcis. There is an¬ 
other on the fide of this, with Se¬ 
veral apartments. A league and an 
half trom thence, we faw a large 
garden, furrounded with a high 
fquare wall. About figbf, we got 
into a rough ftony plain, with lof¬ 
ty mountains on the right hand, 
and villages on all fidrs. Upon the 
niaib^ we relied ourfelves at the vil¬ 
lage of feven leagues from 

the place where we had pafled the 
night: this village is tolerably large, 
and in it are fevcral ruined build¬ 
ings and caravanferas. We left it 
at two in the morning, and at break 
of day met w'ith Jcveral travellers 
in a place full of trees, and well 
jtrrhHj ^i^hivaied. At break of day we per- 
MCadm. reived Catban \CaJhan\ where we 


arrived at ieven in the morning. 1703. 
One part of the caravan went tov^nr^ 
lodge in the town, and the other in 
the caravanlera in the fuburbs. The 
houfcs of it are fair and regular, 
and larger than thofe of rhe city, 
which is reckoned one of the chief 
in Per^a ; nor indeed had I ever 
leen any till then to compare with 
it. As it is at no very great diftance 
from ^pabau, we there found the 
inhabitants more civil and polite, 
than in the other cities we had paf- 
fed through. It is in 35 degrees 
51 minutes of northern latitude,*' 
and is called KafftaUt Kajfan^ Kaf~ 
fiaan and Cajhan^ and ftands at the 
end of a great plain, near the foot 
of a lofty mountain. ] drew it 
from the north-eaft, in this plain, 
whence it makes the moft confidcr- 
able figure. On the left of rhts 
town you fee a pyramid like that 
of the ruined building at Qtm: the 
whole is to be fecn in number 66. 

The Governor or CommandcrGwH*. 
in chief here is called a Vifier, w'ho 
is inferior in dignity to a Khan as a 
Khan is inferior to a Beglcrbcg, 
whom they muft both of them 
obey j he even frequently fends 
them into other places. 

The walls of this town are about 
thirty fix foot high, and it has fe¬ 
ven gates without reckoning that of 
Daalet. To the north-weft there 
is a fine mijdom, with a kind of tilt- 
yard, above which are two fmall 
columns j upon that without there 
is a ftaff on which they hotft a flag 
when there is a lournament. This 
meydom or tilt-yard is feven hun¬ 
dred and feventy paces long, and 
one hundred broad. As you go out 
of the gate, on the right hand, you 
have the royal garden, indofed with 
a wall thirty foot high. It 15 largcW"* 
and iraverfed by a well kept canal, 
and full of fine tr^, well difpofed. 
among the reft pines and pomegra¬ 
nate trees; and thereto belongs a 
plcafurc-houfc built by Ahbm the 
Great, This wall has four great 
gates, and two fmall ones j from 
the firft of them which is oear that 
of the town, you go into a fine ca- 
^ ravanfera 
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It 


1703. ravaoftra inhabited by Indwm: 
t/V^is fpacious and of furprizing beauty, 
being thirty fix paces deep» and fc- 
ven broad: the vault of it is crown¬ 
ed with a dome, upon which there 
is a lanthorn after the Italian man¬ 
ner i and it has two arcades on the 
fide, whence you fee the apart¬ 
ments. Having crofied it you come 
into a court one hundred paces 
long, by eighty broad, furround- 
cd by a building two ftorics high, 
which has fifteen arcades on each 
fide in length, and ten in breadth, 
under which there are rooms one 
upon another •, befides which there 
are finall projefting rooms or clo- 
feis which have a charming effeft; 
fo that this caravanfera iurpaffes 
all 1 ever law. A little beyond this 
gate you come to a fecond with a 
fine arcade; and upon finding^ it 
open, 1 went into the garden which 
is full of great and fmall trees well 
kept; the third gate is that of a 
great and very lofty building, above 
the wall of the garden. From the 
fourth you go to a wide court, and 
all round it is fheltcr for horfes: the 
(WO fmall gates admit into the gar¬ 
den only. On the other fide there 
is another, but neither lo fine nor 
fo large as the firft, tho', as well as 
that, it be fur rounded with walls, 
Ovcr-agalnft this caravanfera there 
is an afeent of fifty ftone fteps, and 
beneath, a place which apparently 
muft be a tank or rcfervoir for wa¬ 
ter, the walls and vault of which 
are of finall ftones, very neatly put 
together. The gate of the town is 
vaulted alfo, and eighty paces deep, 
with a dome like that of the cara- 
ranfera. From ihcncc you go into 
liaxer, a fine bazar, well vaulted and pla- 
ftered, and fiored with the Ihops of 
confcaioners, dro^ifts, paftry- 
cooks, goldfinichs, farriers, brafiejs 
and cooks, where you have all fj&rts 
of vidkuals ready dreft, roafied and 
boiled ; bakers, fruiterers ajrid the 
like; every Ihop takes up 4 vault, 
and the whole is very re^lar and 
charmingly neat. ThtsAazar, in 
the midft of which t^ere is the 
mint, runs crols the co^n from one 



gate to the other. There are^ le- 
vcral others near this, and pariicu- 
larly one which has gates and is 
Ihut up, where they fell cloths and 
all forts of filks and the like. An¬ 
other there is belonging to the filk- 
dyers, where you fee delightful co¬ 
lours. Thcfe bazars are fo well co¬ 
vered diat you are always Ibeltered 
from the rain, and the coffee-houfesg^'’ 
are there always full of people 
fmoaking. The caravanferas are^'^"^ 
on one fide of thefc bazars, and you 
go into them by a great vaulted gate; 
fome of them are fine and two fio- 
ries high, with five or fix fteps be¬ 
fore the apartments, and the nuni- 
bec of them is very cotifiderablc in 
this town, where they make moft 
of the filk and gold and filver fluffs 
infuch quantity that they every day 
ufc feven bales of filk, which weigh 
one thoufend five hundred and 
twelve pounds. The * meydoem*^ 
here are fmall, and in many parts^ 
of the town there are wells like 
that in the royal garden wc have 
mentioned. The mofehs here haveJ^V^i^- 
pretiy Softy towers, but few large 
domes, and thofe there arc, are not 
coloured. This city has feven gates, 
as has been faid, two of which are 
always kept Ihut, and feveral 
doem. 

They have here fruits and Bowers 
at all feafons of the year, and the 
fruits are here fooner ripe chan elfe- 
where; fo that in the fpring-iim_e 
they here fell melons, grapes, apri¬ 
cots, mulberrieSj jwmegranates, cu¬ 
cumbers, and efpeclally moft charm¬ 
ing water-melons. They fay there 
are feventy aqueduSs, which con¬ 
vey Water to this town; and they 
ther-e alfo reckon one hundred and 
tvventy bagnio*s and a great number 
of tanks to which they go down 
by f«ml the number of 

mills here amounts lo one hundred 
and twenty, and that of the noulcs 
to three thoufand, divided into three 
wards or diftriffts, one thoufand m 
each. Befidcs all which 
fixiy villages under the \urifd)£lion 

of this town. ^ 1 u r Rtmaria- 

hiFitn, there is a royal boufe,J^ 

where ,ail 
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1703. where ihere b a founuln or bafbn 
^>^/^’madc, as they lay, in the reign of 
Sulistant the water of which comes 
from a high mountain called R^hi 
V Sabilj and is conducted voCacbm 
by the means of 27 mills built in the 
reign of That which comes 

from the oaouniain ofDemawend runs 
away towards AW and TbaBaraan: 
they call it the river of Dzadzje- 
raan, and it goes and empties the 
reft of its water in ihe Cafpian fca. 
You have a fight of this mountain 
when you arc between €m and 
Caebaft. 

Upon the tbirttentb^ we left this 
town two hours before day, and 
crofted a Tandy plain, and for feme 
leagues had fmall ralfod downs on 
our left hand. That day wc ira-> 
veiled fix leagues, and having refted 
ourfclvcs a while, wc proceeded on 
^our journey at tivo in the morning, 
continuing ftill in the fame plain, 
bordered by mountains covered with 
foow on our right hand. At break 
of day wc cattic to the foot of the 
higheft of them, and crofted a river 
among the reft, and afterwards a 
plain, at the end of which wc per¬ 
ceived a village, together with fc- 
vcral others between the mountains 
and hills. After a ftage of fcven 
leagues we got to the village of 
GAon a league from the fmall town 
of Natbam. This village is a charm¬ 
ing place, and you have it repre- 
fcntcd in number 67, Being upon 
an eminence, it looks like a fortrefs 
at a diftance, on the left hand of 
which you lee a fmall mofch, and 
a country which extends beyond the 
reach of the fight. 

We departed from hence two 
hours before day, and about fivttt 
came to a large plain, where ibcic 
Wr... villages by rhe fide 

tifT ^ other, and two fine gar- 

dens, the laft of which was fur- 
rounded by a good wall, half a 
league in circumference, and has a 
remarkable dovc-houle concernin'*’ 
which wc fhall fpcak in the fequeP 
On one fide of this garden is a large 
houle which belongs to the King, 
and a fmaU vilbge called Pad/ba- 


haib. Having crofted this plain we 1703. 
came among hills and mountains, 
fomc of which were capped with 
fnow, and after a ftretch of feven 
leagues, we came to the caravan- 
fera tjf Surdahattt where certain 
duties arc paid. Wc there went 
over a kind of torrent, which falls 
and tumbles among the rocks, and 
whole water, confifting of melted 
fnow from the mountains, is admi¬ 
rable. You have this caravanlera 
reprcfonied, and another near it in 
number 68. The firft js a fpacious 
ftone building with a vaulted en¬ 
trance, twenty foot deep and with 
a ftep of three foot. There is a 
fpring of water near the fccond, 
which is but fmall. 

An hour after midnight wc tra¬ 
velled on with a fine moon-light, 
and having got over the mountains 
we came into a great landy plain 
bordered with mountains. In the 
night we pafied by two other cara- 
vanferas, the Jiift of which was 
pcrfcaiy fine, and after a ftage of 
feven leagues wc came to the vil¬ 
lage of Rkk, where we ftaid till 
thrt€ in the morning. We then 
rode over feme plowed lands, and 
at break of day arrived at 
When I had refted and refreflicd 
myftlf a little at the caravanfera, I 
went to wait upon Mr, Knjlilem the 
dircaor of the afiairs of our "Eojl- 
India company. He received me 
m the kindeft manner imaginahle^ 
and aftured me I might command 
ail that was in his pow-cr. He kept 
me fome time with him, and gave 
me one of his iervants to ebndudf 
me 10 Mr. Own, the agent for tlie 
E^itjh Eafi-Jndia company, who 
received me with the fame kindnefs 
and complaifance. From thence I 
went to the caravanfera of Jedde^ 
in ^e meydften ^ or great Iquare 
of fhc palace. Ibis caravanlera, 
whica belongs to the Queen mo- 
rher of the King, is the place 
w ere a ll rhe ArtjittiiaHs have their 
ware-hoti{ics and keep their Ihops; 
and as „ ^ chief of all in The 
and the bell fituaied of all, I 
went there 60 lodge, by the recom- 

^ ^ mendation 

\ 
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1703. nusndauon of Mr. Ksjlekin, for 
U'VN/ whom they had a great regard, and 
there ] contbucd all the time I 
Aaid in this city. The King hap¬ 
pened to be at that time in the 
country with his concubines. After 
I had rode about the town, and in 
the Jirmman dUlrift of it called 
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I went to vlfit fome Eur&~ 1703, 
f eant, Ecciefiaftics and others, moll- 
Jy of the French nation, wh ore- 
turned my vide. The next day 
Kajieiein invited me to dine 
with him, and afterwards carried 
me out of town. 



CHAP, xxxvin. 


Sea-lizardj and other remar kahk things. 7omh with moving 
columns. The King returns to Ifpahan. Abundance of peo¬ 
ple. Salutation of the New-years-day. Great Perfiaii Fajl. 


A S the weather was perfeiUy 
fine, we went to lee what 
was moll curious in and about the 
city, as the CbiccerbMtg or fine alley 
or waik of IJpahan^ and the place 
of burial for iheArmeniam and£w- 
ropeanSf which fhall be deferibed 
hereafter. We went out of the 
town in great form, according to 
the cuftom of the country. Mr. 
Kajieiein himfelf appeared firft, with 
twelve runners, and preceded by 
two interpreters. After him came 
his fecond, whom I followed, and 
all the reft two and two, each ac¬ 
cording to his rank. We were 
twelve on horleback, and twenty 
fix perfona in all, and yet the Di¬ 
rector ufed to be more numeroufly 
attended in the life-time of his 
wife, who had been dead five or fix 
months before we arrived at IJjfahan, 
and had been CDagnificently depofit- 
ed under a fine ftone vault, open on 
fides. Her name was S<j- 
rt^', rab yacoba Six^ de CbandeUtTf of a 
ftmily originally and was a 

Lady of great fcnle and worth. 
Returning back in the evening 
we met with two runners in the 
Cbiaerbaeg with lights, or fort of 
fiatnbeaus made of balls of cloth 
fleeped in oil, and fixed in an kon 
contrivance, faitened to the end of 
a flaff with a round tinned copper 
place in form of a fawcer to catch 
V 0 L. I. 


the droppings of the oil. It was 
light enough of all confcience, but 
this is a ceremony in ule among 
people of diftinilion. In this man¬ 
ner wc rode through the town, and 
I ftaid to fup with Mr. Kaficlein, 
pcrfeftly well fausfied with my lit¬ 
tle journey. 

The next day he fent me a fea- 
lizzard, dry and whole, of the fize 
and form of an ordinary lizard. hSftt-O, 
is a creature they take in the 
fian gulf, and the Perfmns^ who call 
it Seck-amkaer^ make great account 
of it. They give it out to be hot 
in the third degree, and having dried 
it they levigate It to a powder, and 
mix it up with pearl, amber, faf- 
fron and opium. They fay this cor¬ 
dial invigorates and redores a weak¬ 
ened conftitution: they make this 
mixture up into pills which they 
fwallow, and are hardly ever expof- 
ed to fale, feeing iherc is fcarce any 
but Merchants, and chofe who have 
bulinefs at court, who buy them 
to prefent to fuch as they foilicit. 

They have here atfo a certain fifh 
called &jir-mn-jie [ Shirmajhi ] or 
Mitk‘Fifhi of moA Mautiful colour 
His belly moAly yellow, hU fins 
red, and the reft of the body of a 
blueilh green. The flefli of him 
is firm, white and delicious, and he 
is reprelented in number 69. 
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Mr. Kajielm alfo made me a pfc- 
fent of four feet of fmall birds or o* 
ther animals, which had been found 
at IJpabatt in a lump of ambergreafe, 
wiiich weighed about thirty three 
or thirty four pounds, and which 
ihe King had purchafed to melt it 
into a ball, which he inchafed in 
gold, and inriched with precious 
IVones, CO fend it as a prcfenc to flfo- 
hamuted'^ tomb. Hence it might 
be concluded that ambergreafe is a 
gum, produced in ihc fea, which 
hardens in the air, when it happens 
to be torn and toft up by the vio¬ 
lence of the waves. This orecious 
gutn is chiefly found in ihe^ eafl, 
and In feveral parts of ihe/flj/fVi. 

They brought me alfo a bird cal¬ 
led Faes-jeiek not very unlike a duck, 
except that it had the head, bill and 
feather of a crow 1 its feet were 
broad at bottom, and divided into 
three parts i its body was long, and 
it called very bad. It is reprefented 
in number 70, 

Upon the t'wenty ibird of this 
month, we went, again, in form to 
the village of K^^dsen , a good 
league from the city, there to fee 
the tomb of ^dulla. They lay 
■ [bis faint had formerly the infpec- 
tion of the waters of Emoen OJfeytij, 
and that he was one of the twelve 
difciples, or, as they pretend, one 
of the Apoftles of their Prophet, 
This tomb, which Hands between 
four walls, faced with fmall Hones, 
is of a grey marble, adorned with 
Arabian charaflers, and fur rounded 
with lamps of tinned copper. You 
go up to it by fifteen Heps, a foot 
high, and there are fifteen others a 
little higher which go up to a fquare 
platform of thirty two foot every 
way, and upon the front of which 
there are two columns of fmall 
Hones, fome of which are blue. 
The bafe of them is five foot in 
diameter, and they have a fmall 
door with a winding ftair cafe which 
alfo confifls of fifteen Heps. They 
have fullered much by the common 
injuries of time, and it feems as if 
they had been once higher than they 
are at prefcni. The flair-cafe with¬ 


in is fo narrow that a man of mtd- 1703, 
dling fize muft undrefs himfelf toW#^ 
go lip, did, and appeared half 
above the column i but what is moft 
extraordinary, when you fhakeone 
of thefe columns by apy motion of 
the body, the other feels the fame 
and fliakcs too; this is what 1 ex¬ 
perienced, tho’ 1 am unable to com¬ 
prehend how it fliould be, nor have 
1 ever been able to karn the caufe 
of it. While I was bufy about 
drawing this building which you 
have in number 71, a boy of twelve >/ 
or thirteen years, crooked belore,* 
climbed up on the outfide of the 
wall, and went quite up to the top 
of one of the columns, which he 
went round and came down again, 
without holding by any thing what- 
foever but the fmall Hones of the 
building where the mortar was 
dropc out; nor did he do it with 
any other defign than to divert us. 

We returned to the city a little 
before fun-fee, and it began to freeze 
fo hard that the water in my room 
became ice, and yet it was hoc in 
the day-time. There even fell a 
little fnow upon this occalion. 

Upon the t^tniy eigtthj there ar¬ 
rived an Arab from AltpfOj with a 
letter, as he pretended, from the 
Baflia of Aiefyi^ to the Dircflor of 
our company ; but all he faid was 
fo con fu fed, and he looked lb wild 
with his eyes, that 1 concluded his 
brain muH be couched. He had the 
look of an ecciefiaHic, and perhaps 
he had left Tarky on account of the 
troubles there; for they had had 
news at Jfpaban^ fome days before 
our arfival, that the Grand-Signior 
had been depofed, and that S^km 
Acbmedt his brother, had been ralf< 
ed to the throne in his place. This 
Arab was very neatly drefled, and 
yet he had brought but a poor pre- 
fent, confiHlng of a pair of yellow 
boots, two or three common hand¬ 
kerchiefs, an handful of dates, and 
two Hicks of wax, Mr. KaJieletK 
didnotcaTetoopcnhisletter, which 
was fealed hut undire£fcd, nor re¬ 
ceive his prefents, being quite at a 
loH to know the meaning of the 

matter. 
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1705. matter. Upon the tbirtUtb^ we went 
out of town again, and I looked out 
for a proper place from whence to 
<Jraw a view of the clty^ at the time 
of the year ic then was; for in fum- 
mer k la impodfible to do tt» becaufc 
of the numbers of trees that hide 
ii. We wenr up an eminence to 
look at a building againft a rock^ 
■which we lhall refume hereafter, 
in our defbription of this city. 1 
there found canals and fprings frozen 
notwkhftanding they were running 
waters. 

Mean time the King's fcrvants 
and baggage arrived, and Co filled 
the cbiaer~ba(g with duft that they 
Were obliged to water it. Mr. Kii- 
fielein being informed of this, fent 
me with all bis family to the place 
1 had pitched on for drawing a view 
of the city, to fee the King who 
was to pafe by there. We went 
thither dreffed in the neateft man¬ 
ner we could, and our horfes 
were well caparifoned, in which the 
Pe^ iiaware excellent. We waited 
a full hour at the Chriftian burial- 
ground, and prcfenily faw a great 
number of horfemen appear, and his 
Majefty’s equipages or baggage car¬ 
ried by mules. They had fent out 
fix elephants to meet this Prince, 
four of which flopped in the ebiaer^ 
hatg^ and the reft went on. The 
King himfclf came half an hour be¬ 
fore fun-fet, followed by the princi¬ 
pal Lords of his court, and a pro¬ 
digious crowd of people. He was 
at the head of them, and rode up¬ 
on a fine chefnut horfe, and went 
by us near a fmall river, tvhere we 
had drawn ourfclvcs up on horfe- 
back to wait for him. We faluted 
him in the moft rcfpc£lful manner, 
and be fixed bis eyes upon us. As the 
bridge he was to go over was but 
narrow, moft that attended him ford¬ 
ed the river; for many who had been 
eager to get upon the bridge fell off; 
to avoid the danger of which wc 
turned off towards and came 

home with the night. It is hard 
lo conceive what a multitude of 
people attend the King upon fuch 
occafions i a man would think it 


was an army. The number of his 1703. 
camels is not Icfe furprizing, nor in- 
deed had 1 ever feen fo many toge¬ 
ther in all my life. Befides all this 
there was a monftrous crowd of 
fpefUiors both on foot and on horle- 
back in the chiatr-baeg\ the King 
went thro' one of his gardens to go 
to his palace, preceded by tut’o leo¬ 
pards which he ufes in hunting, 
and Ibme falcons. His women came 
to town the fame night. 

Upon the fourttentb cf December^ 
wc celebrated the feftival of Cbri^- 
iwtfjwith Mr. Kajiekhi^ and the next 
day went to vifit the monks of the 
three convents without the city. 

At the company’s houfe, two days 
afterwards, we faw a white crow, 
which had been feen there fevcral 
limes before, but they could never 
fhoot it, and was at iaft taken in his 
Majefty’s nets. At the fame time 
they cleaned a fmall pond, in which 
they found four forts of fifti un¬ 
known in our parts, namely the 
vbaermaju or af 's-Jip, marked as if 
he had been covered with a net j 
the Jjir-ma-ji or , with 

fmall fpotted fcales j the faratp^ a 
fiih green upon the back and white 
under the belly, and which com¬ 
monly fwims upon the furface of 
the water; the fourth fort confifted 
of one only fmall fifli, which had 
not grown at all in two years it had 
been taken notice of; 1 kept it with 
fcveral others in fpirits of wine. 

They are all admirably well tafted, 
and cfpecially from the 

Upon the firft day of the year 
1704, we went to pay the ufual 
compliments, after the manner 
the country, to Mr. Kajitltin^ whof^aj. 
kept us to dine and fup with him 
10 the number of thirty, and enter¬ 
tained us fplendidly, not to fay that 
they ferved up fweci-meats and re- 
freftimenis betw'een the meals. The 
Agent was fome how or o- 
ihcr out of order, fo he could not 
be there, but his fecond came with 
the chief officer of his houfe, as well 
as father Antmh DtprOt the 
tugtitfe Refidcnr, a man of merit, 
and who bad feen the world, and 

knew 
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1704 knew very well how to live in it; 
there were alfo fever a I j^rmenian 
merchants. This entertainment, 
however, was not fo grand as it 
had ufually been, becaufc of the 
death of the miftrefs of the houfe % 
and there was but one dlfcharge of 
four hdd'pieccs in the morning, to 
give notice there was 10 be a feoff, 
inhead of feveral which are com¬ 
monly hred upon ihefeoccafions; this 
fignal brought a number of people 
jtwtxtra- (focn ya/fk. As I had my eye up- 
'*^'***'7 on the watch, I took notice of a 
lighted taper, five or fix foot long, 
and chick in proportion, different 
from all I had ever feen before, and 
adorned from top to bottom in a 
very particular manner ; It Hood 
upon a great difh to fave the car¬ 
pet from the wax that dropped 
from it, and gave an amazing light. 
It rained very hard that night and 
next day, fo that the ways became 
impaffable, which is extraordina¬ 
ry enough at that feafon j but 
upon the fixth, which was twelfth- 
Eifttrtaix' day, we had fair weather again. We 
were feme days aftervi'ards entertain- 
giah J. ed by the Engiip Agent, in the man- 
*«'- ner we had been by our own upon 
the firft day of the year, with this 
addition that the cannon went off 
at every health; there was alfo mu- 
fic after the manner of the coun¬ 
try. About the evening there came 
a G^rgiatj dancer, w'ho wanted to 
fhew his agility, but he did no 
great feats. They brought a man 
twaddled up in a white cloth, fo 
that you could only fee his arms 
done up in imitation of two chil¬ 
dren, the one reprefeniing a boy, 
the other a girl. He was flrctched 
out like a dead man, and yet he 
made feveral'comical motions to 
the found of infiruments ; he had 
his hands done up in the heads of 
the two pretended children, who 
firft careffed each other, and after¬ 
wards concluded with blows. 

Mr. KaJhUin, to whom I am in* 
finiicly obliged, lent me, after this, 
fourieen large bottles of an excel- 
lent white wine . which he took 
care m furmfii me with during all 
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the time 1 ftaid in this city, belides 1704. 
that he cotiftantly entertained me at wvs/ 
dinner and fupper i hue when 1 role 
from table 1 never failed to retire 
into my apartment, and there apply 
iny felf to the things 1 had had in 
view when 1 fet out upon fo Jong 
and dangerous a journey. The 
wine 1 f^k of b the beft in all 
for they take no care 10 
fine the wines at IJpaban } all you 
drink there is foul and unpleafanc 
to the palate: they fine none but 
the wines of Xjieraes[Sbirds^ which 
arc the bcfl of all, and which we 
fhatl mention in the fequel. Moll 
of the Eur^am that have lived 
here fame time fall into the cafte 
of the PerfioRi^ and care but little 
wliethcr the wine be fine or foul 
fo it be but ftrong. The wine he 
gave me was as clear as chryftal, 
nearly of the talle of Pbenifi)^ nor 
yielding to any pTtficb wine 1 ever 
drank in my life: there is alfo a 
red fort very much like Fhreacf. 

They fine down thefe wines in large 
earthen pots or jars, inftcad of 
cafks, as in the ifte of Cyprus^ 
and after they have been well fer¬ 
mented, they put them into great 
glafe bottles, which hold fixteeti 
of the common fize. To make 
thefe wines, they pick out the ve¬ 
ry beft of the grapes, and are careful 
in throwing afide all fuchas arc rot¬ 
ten or brulfed i and hence It is that 
the flavour of it furpaftes that of 
all others : they ufe allb fulpbur 
and cardamums, to preferve them, 
and give them a good Jeent. For the 
reft they never drink them before 
they are a year old, nor are they 
amiis for ufe at the end of two. 

During the time 1 (laid in this 
city, we, by letters, dated ihtetgbtb 
of Ne/v^ntlffr, from receiv¬ 

ed news from our country, by run¬ 
ners employed for that purpofe, by 
the companies of Holland and Eng¬ 
land. They in like manner go to 
Gomrm and other places. 

That day was the firft of the 
Beyrmijx great faft of the Prri-Fxfi^Ux 
iJJWj which lafts twenty nineor 
cy days, that {i|] ^hc return df 

the 
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1704. the new moon, as ic is obferved a* 

toTv/mong the Turks. During this 

of time they are forbidden to eat or 
to drink in the day-time, or even to 
fmoke, which is their moll favourite 
amuf^ent: but then they turn the 
night into day; as foon as the fun is 
down iheyb^in to pray, and fmoke 
about half an hour afterwards j they 
then cat and drink as much as they 
pleafe till day-lighti But all this is 
done in form and with regard to 
certain circum(lances, for after they 
have fmoked, they eat nothing but 
fruits, fweet-meats and the tike, 
and have no regular meal till after 
mid-night. Nor arc they allowed to 
blow the trumpet or found any of 
their other inftruments at mid-night, 
as ufual} they mufl wait till four or 
five in the morning j and indeed then 
they make the greater noile with 
them, to rouie up the ardians, and 
admoniih them it is time to rife to 
their work. This iign is alfb of ufe 
to thole without, giving them to un- 
derfland they may brbg in their 
goods, their fruits, herbs and the 
like, which, at other times, is done 
at mid-night. Thefc trumpets are 
atfo heard half an hour before the 
fun goes down to give notice to the 
King’s guards to repair to their fc- 
veral pods. The mops mufl alfb 
be fhut up between eight and nine 
at night, and every one mud with¬ 
draw to his home } and two hours 
before it is day the mollaSy church¬ 
men whofe bulincfs it is to give no¬ 
tice of the dated times of prayer. 
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from the top of the mofehs, begin 1704. 
to call the people together: they 
begin again at noon, and after the 
fun is down. The Perfiam alfb 
begin to reckon their hours from 
the riling and letting of the fun y 
without minding how far the day 
or the night is Tpent, or whether 
the day be longer or (honer than 
the nighr, they go all by guefs. 

The following days, the river was 
full of ice ; but nemthelefs a ler- 
vant of Mr. Kajlelem'^ caught out 
of town a filh of extraordinary (i^c 
in this country j it was a kind of 
carp, three quarters of an ell In 
length, and admirably well tailed. 

This filb they call Slarmapsiy as 
hath already been faid. 

Upon the SxUmb^ after I had^j^wa/ ^ 
written to my friends in HoUandt by”' 
the way ol Aleppo^ 1 went with Mr. 
Kafiektii^ family to to fee 

the fedival of the conlecraiion of 
water, which the Armtniam were 
to celebrate the next morning be¬ 
fore break of day, This fedival is 
called Gm-osrtnigy or the of 

thi Cr<piy and is celebrated as with 
the Bst^am upon the Jixtb of Ja¬ 
nuary. In the evening we got into 
yulfa, and went to l^ge with Mr. 

Sahidy our interpreter, who enter¬ 
tained us with a good fupper. A- 
bout three in the morning, which Is 
the hour when they open this ccie- 
mooy, we went to the church of 
Atma-haety which is the ep'ifcopal 
church of the Armemansv 


CHAP, XXXIX. 

Baptifm df the Crofs. Antipathy between mules and hears. 
Bejlival ^Gadderoabie. Fefii’oal of the Solar year. Mag* 
nificent feafis, shoots of rhubarb. Fejiival of thefacrifice 
of Abraham. 

T hey opened this folemnity day; at that time the Frieds, who 

with a Icllbn, with hymns and appeared in black, all but the Bilhop iftnnf*. 
with mafles, quite to the break of who officiated, put on their rich 
Vox.. I. B b b vcftmcnis 
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170+. veftmencs of gold bi«i^ s ^ 
Bilhop covered hirafelf wuh 
his miirc, adorned with pewls and 
precious ftoncs. In hb right hand 
be held a crofs of piddling li«, 
and cmbclliflicd with jewels but 
covered with a white embroidered 
haiidbcrchicfi and another in hb left 
hand not fo magnificent as the for* 
mcr. The number of ccclefiaftics 
together upon this occafion were 
twenty four or twenty five, who 
came out of the church with 
their ornaments to go to a covered 
place over-againft the church, fomc- 
what lofty and very much adorned, 
and above which there are two bells. 
They here had a great copper cif- 
tern full of water, by which they 
read and fung for above an hour i 
after which the Biftiop dipped the 
Cfols three times into the water of 
theciftern, and then they gave him 
a large cup of oil, which be threw 
into the water, and fo put an end 
CO the ceremony. The Priefts chat 
affifted, haftily ran their hands into 
the water, and wafhed their faces 
with it, as did all the Armmiani 
that could get at it} and feme of 
them filled fmall canes with this 
viater. This folemmiy was ob- 
ferved in feverat other churches, and 
even in a fmall river which runs by 
Julfa, Bnt this you muft take a- 
long with you, they cannot praSife 
this religious cuflom without leave 
from the King, which the Kalan~ 
taeTy or Burgomaftcr of the 
nians never fails to afk fome days 
beforehand. Upon which this Prince 
fends to demand the tribute of two 
hundred ducats, which they pay 
him yearly upon this account, and 
fends them a guard to prevent dif- 
orders; a precaution abfolutcly ne- 
cclfiiry becaufe of the crowd of 
and Perjiaas who came to fee this 
ceremony out of curiofiiy. There 
was fo great a throng of them thb 
day, that the Biftiop himfclf could 
not have got to any thing, if the 
guards had not cleared the way for 
him by laying on on all fidcs unmer¬ 
cifully with their (laves. The fe- 
venBiChops who were here prefent, 


refide in the cpifcopal monaftcry of 1704, 
the church of Jbmabaet, together 
with fome Priefts. This monaftcry 
which goes round the church, con- 
fifts of fmall cells, where nothing 
IS to be fcen but two or three fmall 
niches, fit for nothing but to hold 
books, t^ethcr with a de(k, before 
which they fit upon the ground. 

The walls arc white and well kept, 
and the light comes in on one fide 
by two or three fmall glazed win¬ 
dows. The refe^ry may be called 
long, and is provided with a pulpit, 
in which they read feme chapicra 
during the time of dinner z the 
chapel b painted from top 10 bot¬ 
tom, with re prefen lations of facred 
ftorics, but without any art. It Is 
not lawful for their Bilbops to mar¬ 
ry, but their Priefts may- They 
have two Patriarchs, one of which 
refidts here, and the other at £<r^n- 
afffty or the Tirrr Cburcbeiy near 
mount Af^raty and at the diftaacc 
of three leagues from Erivan. , - . , 
Upon thb occafion we happened 
to (ee a ftrangc combat, between 
two mules and a black bog, which 
they had certainly torn to piecra if 
help had not come in- Mr. Kajie- 
lein informed us of the realbn of 
this antipathy between ihcfc crea¬ 
tures and the black hog, faying it pro- 
ceeded from a natural averfion they 
have to bears, which the black hog 
nearly enough refcmbles. He told us 
that one day letting loofc one of bis 
mules upon a large bear, the former 
tore the lartcr into pieces. Whence 
it is that the guides of the caravans 
when they underftand there arc bears 
about them, which frequently dc- 
ftroy borfes, fet the mules at their 
heels, who never give them quar¬ 
ter. It happened even at that fame 
lime that a bear-ward, (hewing away 
with one of ihofe creatures near the 
ebiaer-baeg, a Ptrfim came riding 
by upon a mule ; the mule no 
(boner Icentcd the bear than he fell 
furioufly upon him, and obliged his 
rider 10 cry out for help, iho* not 
a foul dared to go near him- The 
mule ftill purfued the bear, and 
threw hb rider, who was a long 
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1704. time fick of the fall, but the bear 
through a bote where the mule 
could nor follow him. This Teemed 
the more furprizmg to us, as we had 
never once heard of this antipathy ^ 
nor do I remember to have any 
where read that the made 

ufe of rhefe creatures in their pub¬ 
lic (hews whence I conclude the 
mules of this country muft be in 
this refpeil difierent from the mules 
any where elfe. 

JuMivff- Upon the twenty ninth, all the 
-^^'^(hops of Ifpaban were (hut clofe 
on account of the anniverlary 
Ail. of the death of their great prophet 
vf/r. The heat was fo very power¬ 
ful In the month of February^ that 
fcveral plants began to fhoot up. 

Ac that time the Agent, 

accompanied by father Antsnio De- 
and ieveral others, came to 
pay a viflt to our Direftor, who 
gave them a fplendid entertainment 
both at dinner and Tupper, fo that 
the night was far fpent when the 
company broke up. And ibis was 
what happened often enough ; for 
this Agent and Mr, Kajielein were 
very intimaie friends; and as they 
were always well attended, it was 
always done in a pompous manner. 
lit tsjt/ Upon the of February^ the 
Perjicns had fight of the new moon, 
and immediately concluded their 
Jkft, and rejoiced all night to the 
found of all their inffruments. Up¬ 
on the fiventh, they celebrated the 
feflival of it according ro cuftom, 
with the fame clamour^ and the 
King entertained the court and the 
foreign min ifiers. The next day be- 
^^^^ing the feftival pf Gaidermbk, 
ubic. which is celebrated by none but 
the King hlmfelf, he, according to 
cudom, gave audience to all the 
counfellors of (late. Their wives 
and their daughters repaired alfo to 
the palace, where the King kept 
fuch as he liked bed for fome days, 
an honour they value at a very high 
rate. There were great rejoicings, 
and fire-works at the palace. 

Pttfiirtt The tenth of this month is a day 
when they always make prefents to 
* the King: they conflfl of wax done 
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up in the form of houJee, gardens, 1704. 
and the like. That day there arofe 
a very high wind at north-weft, 
where it every year prevails, for 
fome days, at this feafon of the 
year; they call it Baad-Bieei/nuskf or 
Bed-mufwint^ from a flower which 
blows at this time. This flower 
grows upon a kind of willow, froin^"/^*"'* 
a bud of the fize of a fmall nut; 
tho' it is but little and very odori¬ 
ferous, From this (amc flower they 
diftil a very pleafant liquor, Tome- ptfu/sni 
thing like fherbcc and Jemonade/'f”'"' 
when fweetened with Tugar, but it 
is more wholefome and ftronger. 

They keep it all the year round in 
bottles, and they alfo dry the flower 
irfelf, and put it among linen to 
Tcent it : the country people bring 
it in abundance to market. As 1 
never obferved the like with regard 
TO the willows of our country, I 
have drawn the rcprefcntaiion you 
Tee in number 72; together with chat 
of the leaves which do not appear 
till the month of A^iL The wind 
which blows thefb flowers common¬ 
ly lalb till the end of the month, 
during which they have fine weather 
with confiderable heats. Upon the 
fir^ day of March there fell fome 
rain, and prefendy after it a ftrong 
wind came on 5 it was cold j the 
weather was variable \ and fo it 
continued to be to the end of the 
month. • 

Upon Fridaf, ofFtfih/titf 

this month, they cehfrated the fe-^^^* 
ftival of the Sokr Sar, Upon this^ 
occiflon the Bazar? have a charm* 
ing eftcA by candle-light, all the 
(hops in them are very much ad¬ 
orned, and cfpecially thole of the 
confefiioners and fruiterers^ which 
have a pleafing effeift upon the eye. 

The cooks (hops arc full of all forts 
of vidluals, which tlwy fend all a- 
bout the town, a prafiice in no o- 
ther country : but they are all Toon 
ftript by the concourfe of ftrangers 
who come to ^paban to keep this 
feftiv^. 

Early in the morning 1 went to 
the palace with our mafter of 
hor^c, who was a Ferpan and very 

well 



i88 


nt T K A 

1704. welt known, where the King was to 
entertain the prindpat Lords of hia 
court. They fat down ro table at 
ten of the clock, and the feafl lafted 
but half an hour: the viihials were 
ferved up in gold and diver dUhes, 
in which confifts the great magnifi¬ 
cence of the King of ; thefe 
difbcs were all covered, to the num¬ 
ber of two hundred, and rbey ferve 
up as many again when there hap¬ 
pens to be more company. Moft 
of the Lords, invited upon this occa- 
ilon, wear a fort of turban adorned 
with pearls and precious dones} 
they call it Tba-titf-timaer^ and they 
are Cbmetimes adorned with herons 
feathers of great beauty. They 
take them oW when they arc out of 
the hall where the fead is, and put 
on chofe they commonly have upon 
their heads : a lervant carries it be- 
fore them. During the time of 
this feftival, theft Lords appear with 

f ClUAlll'r ..4 « 1 

extraordinary magnificence, and cf- 
pecially upon this day, when every 
one is feen in new cloaths. Not 
far from the place where the King 
gave this feaft there were twelve of 
his ted>horfes richly caparifoned} 
their houfings and iaddles were fee 
with pearls and precious dones, and 
their bridles were of maHy gold. 
They were tied to lilkcn halters 
which hung upon the ground, but 
care was to be taken how you trod 
upon them. Seven of thefe horfts 
were white, but had a part of rheir 
body, the rail, and the feet fiained 
of a red or an orange colour. 1 
could not get near to look at them 
till 1 had given fomething to thoft 
who had the care of them. They 
had a great carpet fpread by them, 
upon which fat a gentleman who had 
the immediate care of them > and by 
him was a great golden hammer 
wherewith they were (hod, and a 
trough of the fame metal. But I 
could not, even for money, get in¬ 
to the hall where the feaft was, and 
was obliged to take up with a place 
where ] faw every thing pafs by. 
During this fdiival there are great 
preftnts made to the King, and par- 
'Vcularly by the Grandees of the 
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court, the ba^^as and governors of 17041 
places j their preftnts confift of rich 
goods, purfes of gold, horfes, ca¬ 
mels, and mutes; which are carri¬ 
ed and condufled feprately by ci¬ 
tizens who are employed for that 
purpoft by the King's exprefs order. 

Around the great fquare of the pa-Tn/^. 
lace they, at the fame time, carry 
ten or a dozen vclftls full of ftraw, 
hanging by the end of certain poles, 
in token of a vit^ry they formerly 
obtain^ over the Ae^eck Tartars j 
thus they give out, and then they 
lead a certain number of horfes, 
covered with lilk, hut without fad- 
dtes, into the court of the palace^ 
However 1 thought nothing fo ex¬ 
traordinary as to fee fuch a number 
of the grandees crofs the court in 
their return from the feafi, amidft 
a vail croud of l^^tors. During 
thecourft of this feftival alfo, which 
lafts for fever a) days, they preftnc 
each other with eggs: The Mair^Ew frtr 
ftjeldaer is even obliged to wait 
the King with iome adorned with 
gold and diver neatly painted, 
a prefent In very high efteem among 
them. 

Upon the twenty tbird^ we cele- 
brated the feaftof Eafter at our Di- 
refior's, and the next day ihtEr^liJh 
Agent, with a numerous train, came 
to congratulate him thereupon. Ho 
was received after iheufual manner, 
and it was laie before they parted. 

We received feverai other vifite the 
next day, which inftnfibly brought 
us on to the end of the month. 

In the beginning of the month of 
Aprtly Mr, Ka^iUin had a pr eft nr of 
young afparagus. It was even fold 
in the market the next day, but 
then you had not above ftxty or ft- 
venty for a fcorc of florins. This 
afparagus la almys dear at the be¬ 
ginning of the ftafon, and there are 
few that buy them, but to make 
preftnts to fuch people of diftinai- 
on as they follicit. They fent us 
alfo Ibme ftalks and fuckers of rhu-Jiw// 
barb, preftrved in the gravy of lamb.'*"^* 
They are very refrefhing and laxa¬ 
tive, of a delicious tafte, and very 
much efteemed at this time of year. 

+ The 
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1704. well kjiown, where the King was to 
^VNJeniertab the prindMl Lords of his 
court. They fat down to table at 
ten of the clock, and the lafled 
but halfan hourt tJie vidtuais were 
fcrved^ up in gold and filver diflies, 
in which conlills the great magnifi* 
«nce of the King of Ptrjta j thcfc 
dillics were all covered, to the n» rr^. 
her of two hundred, and they fervc 
up as many again when there hap* 
pens to be more company. Mofl 
of the Lords, invited upon this occa* 
lion, wear a fort of turban adorned 
with pearls and precious ftones; 
they call it and they 

are tbmeilmes adorned with herons 
feathers of great beauty. They 
take them on when they arc out of 
the hall where the feaft is, and put 
on thole they commonly have upon 
their heads : a lervanr carries it be* 

Ferfijoi. feftiyal, thcle Lords appear with 
extraordinary magnificence, and ef- 
peciajly upon this day, when every 
one IS feen in new cloatbs. Not 
far from the place where the King 
gave thisfeaft there were twelve of 
V*. richly caparilbned ; 

their houfings and laddies werefet 

«i.hp«_rl.S„dpr=cio«.ft™^„d 

their bridles were of malTy gold. 
They were tied to Clken halters 
which hung upon the ground, but 
care was to be taken how you trod 
upon them. Seven of thefc horfes 
were white, but had a part of their 
hwy, rhe taB, and the feet fialned 
^orange colour, 1 
could not get near to look at (hem 

k u j I"''®'’ fomething to thofe 
who had the care of them. They 

had a great carpet fpread by them, 
upon which lac a gentleman who had 
the immediate care of them; and by 
him was a great golden hammer 
wherewith they were Ihod, and a 
trough of the fame metal. But I 
could not, even for money, get 
to the hall where the feaft was, and 

Where I faw every thing pafs by, 

pS. the k'„'| "7™' 
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COTft, the ballas and governors of 1704. 
places i their prefents confiH of rich 
got^s, purfes of gold, horfes, ca¬ 
mels, and mules j which are carri¬ 
ed and conduded feparately by ci¬ 
tizens who are employed for that 
purpofe by the King's exprefs order. 
Around the great fnuare of the 
lace they, at the fame time, carry 
ten or a dozen vcffels full of Rnw 
hanging by the end of certain poles* 
in token of a vidory they formerly 
obtain^ over the Tartars^ 

thus they give out, and then they 
lead a ccnain number of horfes 
ewer^ with lilk, but without fad- 
^es, into the court of the palaca 
However X thought nothing fg cx- 
rrao^inary as to fee fuch a number 
of the grandees crofi the court in 
their return from the feaft, amidft 
a vaft croud of fpedators. During 
iecourib of this „|,icB 

Ms for fe,£,al d,,,, d„j, 

«ch other with eggs i The rntr-Sip 
IS even obliged to wait 
tbe King with fome adorned with 
go and filver neatly painted, 
ii'gb efteem among 

br^ted the Icaft of Eaftcr at our Di¬ 
rector ^ and the next day the E^Hjh 
Agent, with a numerous crain. came 

tocongratulaiehimthereupon. He 

was received after the ufual manner, 

Md It was late before they parted! 

We received fcveral other vifits the 
next day, which infenfibly brought 
on to the end of the month. 

nf the month of 
t Mr, Kqfieiem had a prelent of 
|fouiig afparagus. It was even ibid 
in the market the next day, but 
then you had not above fixty or fe 
wnty for , fcoro of florins.^ Thh 
ifpsragui u slways dear ar the be- 
ginning of thefeafon, and there are 
few that boy them, but ,o AajS 

on as they foUicit. They ftnt us 
barb p«fcr^(2r fhu.si«/. f 
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1704. The leaves of ihem are curled, 
green, yellow, and reddifli, wirh a 
whice ftalk, inclbliig to ihe yellow: 
fome of them are alfo of a fine red, 
and two or three inches in circum¬ 
ference : thefe llalks are for the moil 
part a foot and a foot and half 
long, and they cat only the tender 
parr of the beft: when they begin 
to (boot up, they cover them with 
earth, like afparagus, and that makes 
them grow big. They are cultivat¬ 
ed for the King's table, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the town of whole 

governor is obliged annually to make 
him a prcfent of fome. The leaf 
of this is two or three fathom in 
clfCurDference,and the root as well as 
itfclf, is like that of the common 
rhubarb, but it has no ftrength like 
what grows in the country of llsbek^ 
between Cbma and Mufcovy, The 
eat the tender pans of thefe 
young ftalks raw with lali and Mp- 
per, as the Italiam eat the fuckers 
of arrichokes i the taftc of them is 
hot and biting, and very pleafant: 
of the fame they alfo make a fyrup 
which is very refrelhing. . I had the 
curiofity to draw this plant with its 
leaves and root, and 1 have met with 
leaves of a foot and an half long, 
and even fbmc larger. The root 
of this had four flips, grey and mot* 
lied: they fcnt it me from yalfst 
where it had been nineteen years in 
the ground. On one fide of this 
plant I have alfo drawn a certain 
fruit when the fealbn is farther ad¬ 
vanced, which the Perjians call 
densjoen^ and the Eurspesns^ Fctkje- 
Jickkfe, It is of a purple and fome- 
times white, commonly of the fize 
of a cucumber, but fometimes as 
big again. It is excellent in broth, 
fryed in butter, and fcveral other 
ways. They iranfplanc the fiirub 
that bears it, when very young, and 
the fruit is the better for it: the 
bloffbm of it is white, purple and 
yellow, and it ufually Ihoots a foot 
and an half our of the ground, with 
fcveral fmall branchcr, the weight 
of whole fruit bend them down to 
the earth : you have one of thefe 
in number 73, together with the 
VoL. 1 . 
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preceding plant. The letter A di- 1704. 
ilinguiflies the leaves of rhubarb ^ 

B the root j and C the 

Upon the Jevenlb of this month, 
at yjtIJaM there fell an heavy rain, 
with hail which covered all the 
country, tho’ at the fame time they 
hardly felt any thing of the kind in 
the city ; an accident which had 
not happened for many years be¬ 
fore. All the refl of the month 
we had wind, rain, and very un¬ 
certain weather. 

Upon the ^ftsentb^ they celebrat¬ 
ed the feflival of Bairam korbat or Ftop <f 
the Sacri^ce of Abraham, Mr. Ka- 
fteleinf who ^cw my curiofiiy, or- 
dered his mailer of the horfe and 
two others of his fervams to wait 
on me on horfebach to the place 
defigned for this purpole. The 
King’s mulic had been heard the 
evening before, as the fun went 
down, and continued till the fame 
hour of the ne:xt day, the mufici- 
ans, who arc in great number, re¬ 
lieving each other by turns. At 
feven in the morning I went to the 
Cbiaer-hegy where the King was to 
pafs as he crolTed the gardens, and 
he appeared in half an hour’s lime 
at the head of a train of Lords, a- 
bove two hundred of them with the 
rich turbans wc formerly mention¬ 
ed. I had placed my fcif in the 
middle of the way, where this 
Prince was to pafs, and having Iccn 
him, and his train, 1 galloped away 
10 Babaroek, a Perjian burial ground, 
the place where the ceremony was 10 
be performed, a good half league 
out of the city. It confifts of no 
more than the bare facrifice of a 
male camel, without any dcfe<£t ■, if 
any it had it would be accounted 
impure. The Earoega or BaiJif of 
the city, and fometimes the King 
himfelf, gives him the firft blow 
with a great launce, after which they 
dllpatch him with fabres and knives. 

Alter this they cut him up into 
pieces, and divide bim among tbe 
officers of the fcveral diflrids of the 
city i and as every one is eager to 
have his {bare, diforders arife, and 
C c c fome- 
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1704. fometiines many remain dead on thO 
as i[ happened that day ; for 
every ojie goes armed eiiher wirh 
fabres or clubs^ and there is fuch 
a throng of horfehien it is impoili- 
ble to move. For my part, I got 
away one of the iirft, and returned 
to the Cbiaer-hatg to ice this mul¬ 
titude go back again to the city. 
Ac length when every one had got 
what flidre he could of the facri- 
fice, they returned in triumph, the 
ofKcets at the head of chofe in their 
dlilritft, jumping and dancing fword 
in hand* and with their clubs aloft, 
bawling out, and iltiking upon ba- 
fons and fmall drums. The hrft 
piece that is cut off from this ca¬ 
mel h for the King, and they car¬ 
ry it to the palace upon the point 
of a fpear. For the reft, the re¬ 
turn was very orderly, and with 
great tokens of joy. Fir ft there ap¬ 
peared the King's guards, and then 
the Prince himfelf on horfcback, 
under a great parafol, to ftielter him 
from the fun beams, and followed 
by the Lords of the court, and they 
by twelve of his Majefty’g Icd-horfcs 
and four elephants. There were tn 
all above one hundred thoufatid per- 
fons on foot and on hotfeback, be- 
fides thofe that were on the tops of 
houfes. I was the only Eur^eafi 
that appeared dreffed after our mode. 
As Toon as the King drew near they 
cleared the way for him by hying 
ii thick on with the cudgel, fo that 
many fell into the water with their 
horfes ^ others were quite over¬ 
powered with blows, and I went 
home very much fatigued: and yet 
all was over before eleven in the 
morning, notwUhftandlng they had 
croffed the town in form and order 
in their return. For ten days be¬ 
fore this facriftce they had led this 
camel up and down the town co¬ 
vered with thorns or the like, and 
preceded by a launce, an ax, and 
many inftruments, 

hi/td/ fifty thoufand (hesp it IJpaha^, and 
thole who have the very good for-* 
tunc to get a piece of the came!, 
nre fure to drels it with their mut- 
iho* others make a relick of 
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it, and keep it all the 3'ear round. 1704, 
For the reft, it is very certain, that 
they every day in this city confume 
ten or twelve thoufand fhcep and 
goats, and that every body is oblig¬ 
ed to cat mutton upon this day. I 
met fuch prodigious flocks of them 
fome days before that I had much 
ado to get clear of them. They 
here alfo eat an inconceivable num¬ 
ber of lambs, from twenty to twen¬ 
ty five or thirty days old. This be¬ 
gins in the month of N&Vfmiffr^ and 
lafts till the months of and 

and particularly among people 
of rank. The price of thefe Iambs 
is commonly feven, eight, or nine 
mornedjeSf feven of which go to a 
crown of our money; and they 
weigh from fix to twelve pounds. 

They are one of the greateft dain¬ 
ties of Ftrfia^ and cfpccially among 
the better ibrt, who ncv'cr cat beef, 
but leave it to the meaner and poor 
people, as w-el! as the buffaloe which 
is alfb pubHckly fold. 

Some days after this feftivat the 7 h Kins 
King w'cnt into the country 
his miftreffes, and diverted himfdf^j^ 
with feeing feme elephants fwim*”"/* 
crofs a river which had been fwoln'""^"‘ 
in an extraordinary manner by the 
rains that had lately ftllcn. 

Upon the t-wenty (bird they held^Fi^^V 
the feftival of Atdikadrer^ a day 
on which the Ferjiam will have it 
that Mchantmed declared to the peo¬ 
ple, Thacj^/j was 10 be his fucceflbr, 
and injoined them to acknowledge 
him as fuch. They fay this was 
tranfafled in the near 

the village of SbemkAdier^ whence 
they derive the name of this feftl- 
val, which is obferved by the Fcr~ 
fans only, the other Mutammedam 
not bearing the mention of it. 

At this time the trees began to 
fhoot, and the month concluded 
with heavy rains, which damaged 
fome houtes and walhcd away o- 
thers, which is not at all to be 
wondered at; for the mafons work 
of this country is like a fpunge, and 
the houlfcs are flat at top, fo that it 
is impoftiblc to keep them dty when 
It rams, '' 


With 
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1704. With May tlw weather began to 
recover iifelf; and I went into the 
country with Mr. Kajielem defigning 
10 follow the courfe of the liver^ 
but it had lb drowned its banks bc- 
caule of the rains which had fallen 
fome time before, that we were ob¬ 
liged to ftrike crofs the country, by 
a road which In two hour's time 
carried us to a pleafure-houle called 
Goefjeren, to the call ward of the 
city, upon the river of 'Zenderse. 
It has a large garden full of lena 
and fruit-trees j and here feveral that 
have been lent by the Eafi-India 
company have flopped upon their 
arrival at, and departure from 
faban. This houfe has feveral a- 
parements, Ibme of which begin to 
run to ruin, and the neighbouthood 
about it is very plcafanc. In this 
garden there are four great fena- 


trees, at a fmall diflance from each 1704. 
odier, which cover a pavilion which 
you go up to by feme Heps. T'hcic 
trees are (hort, with a thick trunk, 
and two of them are lixtecii foot in 
circumference. They hold them to 
be very antlent, and tell you that 
Tamerlane once repo fed him lei f un> 
dcr the Ibade of their branches. 

We thought here to have met 
with ibme game, but it fuddenly 
coming on to rain we were glad to 
go back to ^ulfa where we ilald 
till it was night. The following 
day the weather was very incoa- 
IVant, and I was taken with an in¬ 
termitting fever i 1 had only ibme 
few fits of it, but they wcakned me 
to that degree, that 1 was fenfible of 
the ill eifedls of them quite to the 
end of the mootli. 



CHAP. XL. 

Deferiptim of Ifpahan, and of what is mofl remarhaUe in 
that city, and the neighbourhood about it. 


PfifieBifTSpaban is a city of very great cx- 

efpecially if you take 
««/. in the fuburbs ; and yet it does not 
make any great figure from with¬ 
out, whether with regard tomofehs, 
towers, or large buildings, becaufe 
k is generally (haded by trees in the 
fummer. For this realbn I (laid till 
it was winter to draw a view of it, 
and even then I could do It but im- 
pcrfcftly becaufe of the number of 
palm-trees, pines, fena's and cyprefles 
which are ever green, and lb high 
and fo thick of leaves as to charm 
the eye. All the buildings of this 
city arc grey, with platforms or ter- 
ralles at top. There is no diftin- 
guiihing the wall which divides the 
city from the fuburbs, becaufe the 
houiea are fo clofe tt^ether there is 
no perceiving any divllion. All this 
makes it a difficult talk to draw a 
view of this city, and the rather as 


it Hands upon a level or plain, fo 
that I was obliged to pitch upon an 
eminence a league from the town, 
from whence I faw^K^, which 
is on the other fide of the town, 
the city and all its dependences, be- 
iides the villages and gardens chat 
furround it, and which take up a 
very great extent of country, the 
whole encompafied with mountains. 

That which is the neareH of all is 
a league and an half to the fouth- 
ward, and called Kae-fofa. Upon Mosintaim 
the lide of this mountain you (cc 
houfe built by King SuHmatti . . 

father of the prefent King, 
therein are many fine apiirtments, 
w'hence you have a profpctl of the 
city and country about it, a planta¬ 
tion of all forts of trees, and a fall 
of water which comes down from 
the mounrains. This building is 
called ^agU Sullmjen^ or the throne 
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of and they were repairing 

i{ when 1 was in thefe parrs. You 
have a reprcfen ration of Ic above, 
fuch as it appears from the foot of 
the hill. The other mountains are 
much farther dlfianT from the city, 
which ftands in a plain of about 
twenty five leagues from eaft to 
weft. One would even fay it was 
boundlefs to the eaftward in parti¬ 
cular, as well as the road to 
upon which you meet with many 
fine Villages, and plcafant gardens \ 
I travelled fix leagues to the eaft¬ 
ward and could perceive no bounds. 
It is alio full fix leagues broad. 

This city has ten gates, which 
”■ are all open and without any guard. 
In order 10 go round it, 1 went to 
the gate of Haffan-abaet^ fb called 
from a certain perfbn of great fame, 
who was one of the firft who began 
to build on that fide : from thence 


you go to that of Derwm~cykaroen^ 
or the Gate 6f the Deaft this pare 
having been formerly inhabited by 
deaf people. You leave tt on the 
left hand to go through the ba2a^, 
which are a quarter of a league 
from the former. The gate of Sey^ 
dacb-mcedj^n is at a like diftance, 
and on the eaft-fidc of the town, 
where there ifr a double wall, the 
outermoft of which is very low, 
and beyond which there is nothing 
but tombs and no houfes. From 
this you go on to the gate Shee- 
barn^ to the we ft ward, from whence, 
at the fame diftance, you fee that 
of ^o^-fiiie. The canal which goes 
round a part of the city 10 the weft- 
ward, quite to the gate of Kar^ji^ 
which we have mentioned, riles or 
has its fpring from this place. A 
quarter of a league from thence you 
have the gate of Darideji^ and at an 
3 equal 
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equal diHance from Dar^waJ^nmy or 
the New-gate. Then the gaw of 
Darwarjy Lamhtftt and then chat 
oi DotiUtf or Profpsrit^y which \i 
that of the Chiaer-Saeg. The tenth 
is that of Ha^Jhie near the gate of 
the kitchen of the royal palace. 
When 1 had got round again to the 
gate of Hajfan-sbaett whence I fei 
out, 1 looked at my watch, and 
found I had been two hours and an 
half in going from gate to gate. 
They are alt built of earth and with¬ 
out any works for defence, and the 
folds of tl)e gates themfelves are very 
clumfey and fecured by iron plates. 

This city is divided within the 
walls into twenty two principal 
parts or wards, feventeen of which 
bear the name of Mamerb-oiin-Jte or 
of I^amet-boliaiiers, and the five o- 
tlicrs that of Bdderrk : they are 
like the Nicokii and the CaJleUam 
at Venice^ Thefe feventeen parts or 
wards of the firfl divilion have each 
of them a particular name the firfl 
is called Bagaet^ or the fFard pf 
Cardeni •, becaule in the reign of 
jihbas the firft it contained nothing 
buc gardens : the lecond Kerrent or 
the Ward of the Dtaftfht third Daeb^ 
beftin, or of the Fruit^boufe of Mt- 
kni : the fourth Sey-id Agmed-joen^ 
fo called from one of their Doctors; 
the fifth Leiveff the etymology of 
which is unknown: the fixth Bajaer~ 
^gaes^ or the I^uck-market : the fe- 
vcntli Sbatrfoi Kotba^ or the Crofs^- 
loay f Kofba : the eighth Sekoett- 
fnjbkrkt from a Prince of that 
name : the ninth Namo-afg^ or the 
incompatibki ; the tenth Sitw- 
barsj the derivation of which 1 can¬ 
not tell; the eleventh Dcrre-Babba~ 
Kafniy or the Diflribi of tht Fathtr 
Kafmi : the twelfth Goad^ Mar/cfi- 
beek i the thirteenth Golbaer^ or rkb 
in Jkweri .* the fourteen c!t Meydoen- 
mkr^ or the Difrtbi or ‘ward of ibe 
fqaare of A&Vr, from one of their 
Dodlors : the fifteenth Niema-wort i 
the meaning of which 1 know not: 
the fixteench Derre-koek^ or Place of 
PUaJure, I am ignorant of the name 
of the fbventeenth. The four fol- 
Voj.. I. 


towing arc of the dlviilon of the 1704. 
Heydcrrm i the Jirfl of them is caU'^^^VN; 
led Ma/eynoww, or the New Part t 
the Derredefi or the Porfahm z the 
third Ho^yn^jaf or the Difri^ 
of ibe Churchmen z and the four th 
or of the Keeper of the 

Poultry, 

The chief parts of the fime ge¬ 
neral divifions without the walls arc 
to the number of four j the firfl 13 
called jdbbas Abaet^ founded by M* 
bas the Great, This is the moft 
conliderable of the out-parts, and 
here live none hot people of dif- 
tinflion 1 nor indeed Is there any 
difference made between this and 
thofe within the walls : it is to the 
weflward: thefecond is Siems^Abaet, 
fo called from its founder; the 
third Bted-A&aet^ and the fourth 
Tfiie^roen. There are two befidea 
thefe which belong to the dlvifion 
of Namet-oUa~bie^ the firil of which 
is ceM^Sbeisb-joefm-fbemat or the 
Mafon of da yofepb^ other wife cal¬ 
led the Dlflrifl of Sbeig-Sebbennaef^ 
and Tekeaesken. Under thefe parts 
are comprehended feveral Imaller 
fubdivifiona, which are all 
guifhed by particular names. Thefe 
two great divifions always oppofe 
each other in every thing, and this 
is chieBy remarl^ble upon days 
when they have proceflions, upon 
great fefiivals, and in public places; 
and as they never fubmlt to each o- 
ihcr upon thefe occafions, they ne¬ 
ver fail to commit dlforders, and 
feme of them arc often left dead 
upon the fpot j this we fhall take 
notice of hereafter. It Is faid that 
the origin of this emulation, or en¬ 
mity rather, is derived from two 
ancient villages, that formerly joined 
to each other, and that one of them 
belonged to the Heiderriez, and the 
other to the Namet-dla’’hi€t names 
lince aflumed by the two parties. 

This city was at firfl called Hi^a~ 
ban, IJfaban^ or Afpahan^ and was 
no more than any ordinary town 
till the reign of Ahbat the Greatp 
and after he had conquered Laer 
and Ormusy when he forfeok Casbm 
D d d and 










194 - 


ne T K A 

1^4. and Suttama to rcfide at IJpaban. 

chief caufc of this change was 
the advantageous Htuaiion of this 
city, which is now become the ca- 
piEal of the Kingdom, and feat of 
the Monarchs of Per^a. It Is in 
the province of Jrak^ pan of the 
ancient PartBia, and in the latitude 
of 32 degrees 4^5 minutes of the 
northern hemifphere. 

Pertla. This country in genera) goes by 
the name of Perf^a^ a great and fa¬ 
mous Kingdom of Apt furrounded 
by the Cojpian lea, %agathdj^ ^ar- 
tary^ the empire of the Mog 0 l, the 
lea of India^ the gulf of Perfia^ 
Arabia tbeDeJart and Turkey. 
pA- The Kings palace is three quar- 
ters of a league in circumference, 
and has fix gates, the chief of which 
is called Mi KapU, or the Gate of 
All: the fecund Haram Kapefe, or 
the Gate of the Sa^aglio ; both of 
them come into the great 

fquare, which is to the northward; 
the third is called Moerh^-Kapefiy 
or the Gate of the Kitcben^ becaule 
all the victuals that are lervcd up at 
the King's table go through that: 
the fourth Ghan^gACapefe ^ thro' 
which you go into the gardens of 
the palace ; tho’ that is what no¬ 
body is allowed to do but the King 
himfelf, andtheJfi^^rerr or eunuchs 
that have the guard of his women; 
this gate leads into the Cbiaer~baeg: 
the fifth Ghajatganna Kapep^ or 
the Gate 5/ becauie ihofc in 

his MajeHy's fervice have their abode 
there ; the fixth Gbama Kapefe^ or 
the ^eentarfs Gate: thefe two laft 
come into the town to the north¬ 
ward. Moft of the Grandees of 
the kingdom go into the palace 
through thole gates when the King 
gives them audience, and paiticu- 
lariy through the two firft, 

Tit tfiW' The ciitadel, which they call 
*Tabaroekt is about half a league in 
circumference, and extends in length, 
c ‘"iWar quite into the city, and 
I' the f iuihward meets the wall of 
the fame. It has a lofty mud wall, 
flanked with ugly towers, upon 
which there are ibmc pieces of can- 
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non mounted i but they dare not 1704^ 
difeharge them, for fear of throw- 
ing down the wall, which is in lb 
wretched a condition that you may 
lee through it in fevcral places. 

They do not fuffer ftrangers to go 
into it, but lam perfuaded the tea- 
Ton is becaufe it is in a more ruin¬ 
ous condition within than it is with¬ 
out} there ts however a good deal 
of room and convenience within it. 

As for what remains to be faid of 
the rell of the city, we lhatJ de¬ 
clare ourfelves concerning it when we 
have gone through the defeription 
of it, to the end that what we have 
to add may be the better underHood. 

Now here follows the defeription 
of it, fucb as it is reprefented in num¬ 
ber 74, and as it appears from the 
foutoward. The figure [il diftin- 
guiflies a mountain ; [2] the new 
royal garden, which I faw begun; 
it is of great extent i f3j the river 
of Zenderoei [4] the houfe of one 
of the chief Mmmian merchants 
of fAfa j [5] the Dominicam chutch 
of the fame place} [6] the church 
of St, fobn belonging 10 the Arme- 
mam j [7] the epifcopal church of 
the fame, with a fmall tower; [Sj 
the market church ; [9] the church 
ofSt. all thiainjif^^i [10] 

the bridge of Ailawerdi-Khan t F1 il 
Muzyt or the royal mofeh; [tzj 
that of forfoth, one of their Doc¬ 
tors i [ 13] Menare-Kambnnfe^ which 
is a lofty Hone tower; [j4J Kella 
Mtn^r^ or the pillar of bealls heads; 

^^T^abaroek or thecitiadcl; [16] 
Hazaarjherip or the great royal 
garden; [ 17 and 183 the chief 
tombs belonging to the Ftrfiam^ 
and their burial place called Baba- 
roek\ Ctp] the Cbrijiian pbee of 
burial ; [203 the royal river; [^213 
the mountains of Ct^oej in part co¬ 
vered with fnow j [22] that of Ta^ 
lifjia, a village of that name. 

The bdeydoetty which is one ofthe?** 
chief ornaments of this city, is 
great fquare or market-place which 
is leven hundred and ten paces long, 
from call to weft ; and two hundred 
and ten broad from north to foutb. 

It 
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1704. It IS to the fouihward of the royal 
palace, and 10 the northward of 
the Nacbroe-cbontt a building for 
the King’s mufick. It confifts of 
two lofty galleries dlftinff from each 
other, and between them you fee 
the imperial gate, of a fine archi- 
ictaure, lofty, and built of fine (tones, 
ihro’ which you go into the B^JSiars. 
Upon this gate you fee a reprefen- 
tation of the battle between ^ng 
jibbas and the Usieci-T'itrtars ; it is 
in painting, by an artift of the coun¬ 
try. Above it there is a flriking 
clock, the only one in all Terfa, 
and on the lame fide you have the 
pavilion of the machines or of the 
clock, which moves fome wooden 
puppets in a wheel, not worthy to 
be feen by an A little fur¬ 

ther to the eaftward you come to 
the mofch of Sbig-bitJ-olidy fo called 
from one of their dolors, whom 
they reckon in the number of their 
faints. It is one of the chief in all 
the city, and is adorned with a fine 
dome, covered on the out-fide with 
green and blue ftoncs incruflated 
with gold, and with a pyramid, up¬ 
on which there arc three balls of 
the fame metah The front door 
comes into the great fquare, and 
you afeend to it by fevcral^ fteps j it 
is round, and forty paces in diame¬ 
ter, as I was aflured by one 1 had 
dcfircd to mcafureii; for it is un¬ 
lawful for Chriftians to go into it. 
p . The royal mofch called Sbab-ttiazyC, 
n^ci, is on the wcll-fide of this fquare, 
and is the mod confiderable in all 
IJhabdtt. It hasadome like the for¬ 
mer, and two doors in front, on 
each fide of which there is a pillar j 
they arc more lofty than the mofch 
itfelf, the whole of green and blue, 
with an incruftation of gold, very 
charming to the fight. About it you 
fee fevcral .Permit® char a ^ers in white, 
and the dome has two columns. 
This mofch is round like the for¬ 
mer, and is eighty-five paces in di¬ 
ameter. There is a fine fountain 
or bafon in the court oppofite to 
ihe entrance, and to fay the truth 
of the matter, thefe two mofehs 
are the greateft ornaments of the 
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meydoen or great fquare. The gate 
of Ali-kapie is but two hundred 
fixty fix paces from this lad mofch, 
and the whole fquare is lurrounded 
with lofty buildings, and with por¬ 
ticoes full of (hops and ariificers. 

Thofe in the fervice of his Majedy 
are on the fide of the court j and 
beCdes all this, the greateft part of 
this fquare is full of tents, where 
they expofe all forts of things to 
fale i but they pack up their goods 
at night and leave 1 watch behind, 
which go the rounds in the night 
with dogs. Mod of the buildings 
there are fhaded with elms, and 
you there continually fee a pro¬ 
digious coDGourfe of people, and 
among the reft, a great number of 
perfons of quality going and com¬ 
ing from court. You have alfb here 
numbers of buffoons and mounte¬ 
banks, but they fell no mcdicincc, 
and do no more than divert the 
people with idle ftories, which they 
are paid for by their hearers and 
fpeflators. Some of them have apes 
and monbies, which play a thou- 
fand tricks to draw the people about 
them \ for there is no nation under 
the fun fb fond of the bagatelle 
as the Terfumiy and their coffee- 
houfes, bazars, and the like, are ac¬ 
cordingly full of ihefc buffoons. In Wn*- 
thc middle of this fquare or market-""’^' 
place there is a large and lofty pil¬ 
lar for publick fports. and upon 
which they commonly fix the prize 
which ufually confifts of a golden 
cup or fome fuch thing j the par, 
iizl that contend for it, ride by it on 
full fpeed, and turning the body, at 
once fend away their dart or arrow, 
and flop at once ^ but none are al¬ 
lowed this but perfons of diftindfion 
and men of the fword } and he that 
wins the prize lays hold on it, and 
puts it upon his head in token of 
Jriaory 5 the King alio mak« huu 
a prefent, more or lefs, according to 
the value he has for him i but it is 
commonly a golden quiver full of 
arrows. But thefe fports have ^eti 
but little in vogue fince the acccfliOQ 
of the prefent King, whofe inclina¬ 
tions carry him another way, and 
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1704. are very different from thofc of his 
W/^prcdcccflbrs, under whom this pU- 
lar was ere£ted. In former days 
they never failed 10 have a tourna^ 
ment upon the feftival of Newroes 
or of the new folar year» a folcm* 
nky ftriaiy obfervcd by the ancient 
Kings of Pirfiat and» according to 
the annals of this country, even In 
the days of Darius. Upon thele 
occafions they always ilruck and 
moved off the tents that ufually 
ftand here, and ploughed the ground 
with oxen twenty days before hand. 
The King was feared upon a kind of 
gallery or theatre, called Talaei^ over 
the gate of AH-kapUf which is very 
lofty, and of a fine architedurc. The 
races being over, there came on 
wrefilers and rope<>dancers, and then 
they had fights of bulls and rams. 
Upon thefe occafions they had alfo 
jugglers, which the King at this 
day will no longer admit of, the 
diredors of his confciencc having 
informed him the toleration of them 
is finful and immoral 1 nor do they 
any longer allow of dancing women 
and courtezans, who formerly a> 
bounded on all fides. 

Dt/trifti. You have a rcprcfcatation of the 
Miydoen or the great marker-place 
Meydoea. numbcf 75. This firft view was 
taken fronj the fide of the houle 
for the King^s mulick. The letter 
^ diftinguilhes the talael or the 
theatre, over the gate oi M-kapk • 
5 , the royal mofeh ; C, that of 
: Dy the Wagtis^Jai~aety 
or the pavilion of machines. The 
tents are there alfo rcprcfcntcd, and 
the pillar for races. The fecond 
view reprefented in number 76, was 
uken f rom the call near the royal 
mol^. The Letter A, dtfiingullhes 
the ^My Ali-kapie : fi, the mofeh 
of Sbs^cif^tla: ’C, the pavilion 
of machines ; i>. the houfe of mu- 
ficalinftrumcnis: E, the 

or the gate or the Seraglio, of 

which you do not fee much. The 
pillar IS there in the middle of the 
aquare. Along the portico of the 
palace there runs a baluftrade of 

E aintcd wood, on each fide; this 
alufirade contains one hundred and 


nineteen pieces of fmall cannon 1704! 
whole carriages are much out ofW'Ys,.* 
repair, and cfpecially the wheels. 

There is a canal by thefe cannon, 
which were brought from Ormuty 
in the reign of Abhsy who made 
biinfelf mailer of the place by the 
alSftance of the Eng/ijb, 

You go into the palace by the 
gate of AJukapify which is finely 
built, and ten paces broad i it is 
more in depth, with a lofty vault or 
arcade, with pretty niches on the 
fides of the wall. When you are 
got thro* it, you lee lofty Hone walls 
between which you get to the build¬ 
ings and garden , the gate of the 
HaraM is nearly like this; it was 
built while I was here, and gilt in 
the front. The firft time I was at 
court, in the abfence of the King 
and his women, I went through a 
gallery between thefe walls, and 
thought the entrance of it quite 
royal. From thence I went to the 
women, which 
IS full of fmall magnificent apart¬ 
ments, with walls white wiiaouc 
and painr^ with flowers. At the 
end of this building on the right- 
hand, there is a great apartment of 
the neaceft lore, furrouoded with 
rooms, which were then not finilbed, 
and upon which they were then at 
work. From thence you go into 
the hall of ^iel~femny or of theijr 
forty pillars, where the King ufually 
gives audience to foreign minifters 
twenty of thele columns are of 
wood painted and gilt. This hall is 
very fpacious, and the walls of it 
arc blue adorned with flowers and 
foliages. You here lee alfo fome 
%ures of ^ur^eans^ d refled after 
the SpamJ}) maoner, and otherwife, 
and eight other pillars in the back 
part of this building, four of a fide, 
and four other in an apartment which 
was fliut up. Before this apartment 
there is a great court full of fena*s 

behind which is the Seraglio, and 

ThJe^if ^ paved. 

This bafon is one hundred and 

‘ eighty 
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iyo4* eighty paces long by twenty four 
broad. From ihence they carried 
me Imo another court, and then 
into a great building, where there 
w'as an hall of e^ctraordmary dimen- 
lions, very lofry and very light, with 
great curtains which fell from the 
ceiling down to the door. 1 had 
the curioiiiy to lift up one of them, 
and found this hall full of looking- 
gbdfcs, and adorned with £ne co- 
lunans of wood, painted and gilt; 
it is the very fineft part of the palace, 
and here allb the King gives audience 
to foreign miniders. There are fine 
fountains or bafons before It, and a 
canal to water the trees of the gar¬ 
den; this palace is divided into fe¬ 
deral parts, and has feveral gardens 
divided from each other. You have 
here alfo fine done galleries, cover¬ 
ed, and adorned with niches on the 
tides, and tionc benches three foot 
high, and fciTral other apartments 
caclufive of the new ieraglio, for 
which the King pays yearly the 
fum of three hundred 'T&maijSj every 
about forty florins of our 
money ; all the {hops about the 
and are obliged 

to contribute to it i and the clergy 
have all the revenue of the gardens 
belonging to it, by a grant from 
^bas the firfl. 

5 */ Ki*g The King dclighes much in mu- 
^umm- keeps a great number of 

hands for that purpofe at the Nacb- 
rmh&ne. Their chief inftrumenrs 
/rifwo/r. which is fomewhat 

in the nature of the trumpet; there 
arc fome of them five inches in cir¬ 
cumference at the mouth end, and 
four foot at the other, and {even 
foot 6 x inches long, fo that there is 
no making ufe of them without a 
reft; they give a very extraordinary 
found; they havealfo the J&er, a great 
drum, five foot two Inches deep, 
and nine foot nine inches round ; 
but k is never ufed except in war, 
and rhofe that beat it ride upon 
camels; the I£joI, which is a drum 
like ours; the Nagara^ a fmall kettle¬ 
drum, and the trumpet or the 
Nafcr. They have harpfichords 
alfo; but the chief inftrumenc inule 
VoL. 1. 
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with them is the Kamon-Jbe^ a kind 1704* 
of violin. They ha ve alfo the Seorm 
or hautbois; feveral forts of flutes; 
the harp or the Aforgme^ a kind of 
a flat copper bafbn, upon which they 
ftrike and make a great noife. Be¬ 
tides all (Uefe they have feveral other 
inftruments we know nothing of in 
our parts. 

The chief exercifes of this nation 
are riding and darting the Ainet 
cane; (hooting with the bow, and * 
fowling: and their ulUal paftimes 
are tobacco and converfation. They 
arc moreover great lovers of chefe, 
and play at it pcrfedly well. 

Having thus fatd all we have to 
obferve concerning the Mey^docn or 
great market-place; let us go to the 
Cbiaer-bmgj or the fine alley 
walk of IJpabajtf which fignifies alfobaag, 
the four gardens^ and is one of the 
principal ornaments of this capital. 

You go to it by the gate of Daer- 
•waji^^douhl or of Projperity^ builc 
by Abbas the great, to the fbuth. 

This Prince ordered (bme of his 
cQunfellors of ftaie, to build feme 
houfes at their own expence, at the 
entrance into thefe gardens along 
this fine walk. One of thde Lords, 
called Gemjbt' AH Kban^ accordingly 
ereflcd a building in form of a tower, 
againft one of the walks that runs 
along the river ; the reft followed 
this example, and ftrove to out-do 
each other in adorning Jr with tine 
ftone buildings, and among the reft 
with a pavilion at the entrance, 
whence the King as he came out of 
the gardens might fee all thefe edi¬ 
fices. 

At the diftance of two hundred 
and fifty paces from the gate of ihc 
city, as you go along by thefe gar¬ 
dens, you fee two buildings oppofite 
to each other, with great gates tbac 
go into the gardens, and in the mid¬ 
dle of this alley is a large o^logon 
bafon; two other buildings like {hefe 
at three hundred and thirty eight 
paces from chence, with a fquare 
bafen, and one hundred and feventy 
paces farther you come to a crofe 
way, extending to the walls of the 
gardens. This crofs-way is full of 
E e c benches 
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1704. benches, wooden-chwrs, and tables, dred and forty paces Jong aivd fcven- 1704 
and here in the evening you always «cn broad, and built of large Uoiies 
fee a great number of P^rfiam, It has thirty three arches, ibmc of 
fmoaking and drinking coffee i which ftand upon fend, which is 
the ground here has a dope, where very hard in this place, and under 
there are trees which afford the them the water runs when it is 
hneft fliade in the world; md ac- high. There are ninety three niches 
cordingly it is almoff always throng- upon this bridge, fomc of which 
ed with people on foot, and on horfc- arc ftopt up and fomc of them open 
back, who there divert themfelves and the two ends arc Hanked by 
with racing and fevcral other cjter- four towers. There are parapet 
dfes. As you go ftill farther you walls of brick, with holes throughout 
come to a great ftone-gate, belong- the whole length from the one end 
mg to one of theic gardens, and a to the other, fo that you have here 
httle farther b two other buildings, the fineft fight in the woild toec- 
where they retire to fmoke and a thcr with pretty fummer houfes 
little farther another crofs-way; upon it at the two ends Four 
then two buildings like the former, hundred aod ftxtccn paces from this 
and between them a fqiiare bafon. bridge, there is a water-fall received 
Here they fmoke alfo and drmk by a bafon fi«y paces long and for^ 

coffee and here you have a great paces broad, and near thf fall the c 
number of bucklers, and hows and are eleven large ftone fteps in 3 r^! 
jrrows, tbe and not faroff Lcat r3 

holl^den and the H^di^rrw we have trees, and a flopc-wav whi^ Jr * 

mentioned before : At fome diftance wards becomcs^cvej^’ A^t 

from hence there is another oapgon ftance from hence you kT tto 

bafon^ which bucts upon a way orher hnnf^^ t r 7 

which is croffed by a*^fine rivei^ S cw^w/ 

planted on each fide with fena's. at near! van two. 

The great road extends above two eachothL ^'fiance from 

hundred paces beyond this along fi„e alky ’or wtJ^ 

the palace and the royal garden, where of tW femJ^bidShJ 

where there is a kind of menacerie hnnnA^A k u ir- ^ “reatith, and 

The bridge of W, iSflhe S 

name of its founder, is but eigbiy quite bither Th" 

paces from hence. The road n^ar kun.j . f* T^bere arc on each 

it is one ihoufandfeven hundred and fenat Tnd fom?^*^ fk** 

fifty one paces long, and fixty eight tijJ^en th™^ .i”? 
broad, adorned on each fide with the hridfr^^t “"k 
fena’s planted in the reigri of ^AA/ic to that of ifie 

the grLt. above oue ^Ty pi«“ 

ago- The part where thefe ^recs /?r of 

are planted is five paces broad, and d^ed^wf five him- 

;s raifed one foot and an half above fidc^ whi/rh ' k" 7^ 
the way or road itfdf, which is full hundred and r 
ot faod. This raikd way which kav * n y<iu will 

runs between the wall of^the gar- dred ‘boufend three hun- 

den and thefe trees is paved wiih P^ces. This 

large brick, wbere^with alfo the ca- alSdv^'Zf'* ‘"X ^ 

nal that crofles the Cbia^r^iaajr is upon the Kine's 

lined. On the fidcs of ihefe tfpe= k '^bere there is a fine 

whfch are regolarl, pb„,.a at the like the 

diftance of ten foot from each other flA' ^ foftoons of 

“•TrEK&. s;i.fe*£7,"T 

' » “"ping fait and ievecal 
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1704. jets of water This garden Is cx- 
V'vTw tremcly fpaciojas, is fuU of fine walks 
and fruiMrecs which have a 
*" very charming e&G; tbo’ it would 
be eaiy to heigthca it \yith other or- 
namcpis. It is two thpufaad two 
hundted ^nd eighty paces b length 
from north 19 fptith, and; one thou- 
fand fix hundred and forty five paces 
ID breadth from caft to weft j they 
call it Hafatn-i^rtep or the garditt 
of a tbmjand paces. You have here 
fcvcral lofty towers of earth, which 
fer VC for doyp-houfes, with the dung 
of which they manure their melon 
grounds. 

liMfrtfin- In number 77, you have the firft 
'"^ 9 ^^*'rcprefcii(auon of Chiaer^acg^ taken 
from the weft i it was drawn by the 
fide of the river of Xmderot or Za- 
JanJaroct, which rifes from four 
great fprings or wells, called Cber- 
Pztfmc JEy or the furce of fprings. 
rfhis place is in mountains, five days 
to the weftward of Jfpaban. There 
. arc people who give it two places 
' 10 fpring from, the firft of which 

is but three days from this capital, 

* in the village of J^iWibhutt and the 
focond where we have already faid 
it to bej for the reft h lofcs itfelf 
^ ihrec days to the caftward of Ifpaban 
in a marfliy plain called Gou-kmie, 
In Yhis reprefcntaiion every thing 
that is to be feen is diftinguifoed by 
figures} for example, number [[^il 
pSims out the gardens which run 
along the fine alley or walk of the 
Cbiaer^haeg^ with the way that leads 
to the bridge; [a] the bridge of Ma- 
-yjerdii-Kbaa ; [3] a building erc(ftcd 
in the reign of King Srf^ 10 be an 
abode for a Dervis who had been 
fent for from India, and who re¬ 
fus'd to come } [4] a houfe where 
they walh the bodies of the dead } 
<1 the buildings of \hzCbiaer-haeg \ 
6] that of Ge»i-pdlalU-Kban\ 
'7] a dovc-houfci [8] the river of 
'Lcndcroct. 

Sic^jrf, The fecond profpe£t taken is the 
frt/nta- ebiacy^baeg it felf near the bridge 
in numbeir 7S, The Icttce-jr^f, di- 
ftinguiOics the King s garden } B, 
the bridge i C, the houfe where 
they waih the bodies of the dead } 


D, the river} £, the mountains of 1704. 
I^ fs^a. The other buildings are'-''VNrf 
leprefenied to the right and left as 
they arc in the Ghiaer^bacg. 

The third repreleniaiion 
taken from the bridge, on the fide^^*"*' 
where the garden gate is 3 where 
you foe a tower to gather the wind 
TO refrefh the lodgings in fiimmer, 
by means of certain pipes which 
come out of‘ the roof and convey 
the air Into the chambers: The 
fountains and the w'alks which go 
towards the building on the fide of 
the ciry-gaic on the iefc band, and 
to the right of the wall of the gardens 
of the royal palace. This profpedt 
is in number 79. 

The four ih, reprefomed in num- 
her 80, was taken from the othcr^^'"'** 
end of the bridge, and fhews the way 
beyond it, with the buildings to the 
right and leftj the water-fall and 
the baibn, and the way tyhicli goes 
to the end of the building of the 
King's great garden. 

The fifth ts from the other end, 5519/, 
and in number 81, foews the front 
of the building of this garden, and''*' 
the canal whicli runs by the front 
gate. 

The bridge of Sldras is alfo 
fine building, a quarter of a league Sbims. 
from the gate of Hajen^abaet whole 
name it bears. It is on the eaft fide 
of the city, and one hundred and 
eighty eight paces long by fixteen 
broad} it is built with free-ftone, 
and has on each fitle forty two niches 
fome of which are open, and fome 
not, It has twenty arches under 
which the river runs when It is 
high, and eight others on the fides, 
five to the right and to the lett. 

The building on the middle of this 
bridge is open on each fide, and you 
go through it to go to the bridge 
above. To 'the eaftward which is 
the moft proper fituatiom for draw¬ 
ing of this bridge before iiS'-arches, 
you fee a fine fmooth wiy, which 

eighteenfootbroad. Fronihence, 
twelve fteps, you' go down to the 
river, when it happens to be low, 
which almoft always is in fummer, 
fo that horfes ford k with very great 

cafe 3 
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170+. feaie; this is the more furprizing as 
this river b fomedmes fo full and 
rapid, that tt throws down and fweeps 
away whole houfes, as happened m 
the monthof the year 1699. 

Thclc fteps we have been Ipcaking 
of are divided into nineteen pans, 
fcparaced from each other by a paf- 
fage or canal through which the 
river runs ^ buc tr happens chat Ibme 
of chefe divifions have buc leven or 
eight fteps, and there b a fine build¬ 
ing upon this bridge, under which 
they walk, and crols if. That 
which appears at the foot of the 
bridge, ierves for the front gate of 
the King’s garden on the chy fide; 
there b on the other fide another 
like ir, conceming whlcli we lhall 
fpeak hereafter. This bridge is re- 
prefented in number 8z. The fi¬ 
gure [ ij diftingtiiOies the bridge in 
general i fzj ihc garden of ^ge- 
najer i [3J that of Sadit-abadi [4] 


the river of Ztndtrm, There is no- 1704.’ 
thing more ptcafing to the fight than 
the view to the caftward from upon 2"^,^ 
this bridge ; and in the evening you 
fee an infinite number of perfons of 
both fexes, taking the air by the 
river fide, near the water-fall, and 
in the fine way that runs along the 
arches of the bridge, fomc on horfe- 
back, fomc on foot, fmoaking and 
drinking coflee, which they there 
find ready prepared for them. The 
garden of Sadtt-^abiid\% to thefouth- 
caft of the city, and extends quite 
to the weftward of this bridge, fo 
iJiat rt contains a vaft quant icy of 
ground4 ic has a figg Haram or fe- 
wgllo built of flone, by the river 
fide, where there b alfo another 
bridge xvith a rail or baluftrade in, 

Jtead of a paraper j it flands oppofi^e 
to a garden, which you go into by 
croffing it: This bridge has fcventecft 
arches. There was a loftier build- 
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CORNELIUS 

1704. ing above this fcraglio, which was 
burnt this fommcr while the King 
was there. On one hdc of this 
• Apri s/^btiilding you fee a fine * 

where his Majefty gives audience to 
foreign minifters, ^hind which there 
^lytt is a magnificent building forty paces 
long, by thirty three broad, and the 
itfelf is ihirty-Cx by forty- 
two, with two fteps in front, each a 
foot and a half highj in the (niddlc 
there is a marble bafon which is 
eight paces by fiit- Going ftill far¬ 
ther, you come to a place raifed 
three foot without fteps, and ano¬ 
ther like it a little farther, on the 
fide of the walls of the building 
from whence you go into the apart¬ 
ments, and here you have a bafon 
of four paces by fix. Upon the 
walls are fix piSurcs in niches, as 
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big as the lifci theyareofmenand 1704. 
women, and four of them arc rc-'-^"sr^ 
prefen ted in the Spatiijh habit, with 
each a glafs of wine in the hand. 

You have here alfo two women 
painted on the two walls, befide 
each other, one after the Spanijh 
manner, and one drefled after the an¬ 
cient manner j but they arc very in¬ 
differently done. The reft is all giU 
from top to bottom, and adorned with 
flowers, foliages, and animals, and 
with twenty columns painted after 
the fame manner, and ftriped with 
blue and red, which has an effefl 
pretty enough. You have the whole 
in number 83, where the 1 ‘alael is 
diftinguifhed by the letter the 
Hararn or feragUo by B, the bridge 
by C, and the river by D, When, 
the King is there he ftops the courfc 
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J704. of the river by wooden dykes in the 
t/VNJ canals or openings of the bridge of 
Bajan-Maet^ to bring the water 10 
run by the Talael, near which there 
arc two or three poor vcflcls in which 
he diverts himfelf with rowing with 
bis concubines. 

I drew another profpea from a lof; 
j^: 7 , ly fummer-houfe in the garden, front 
whence you have a profpe^t of the 
bridge of the Cbrffer- 6 aeg, you have 
it in nuniber 84; the letter yf, di- 
flinguiflies iheferaglio; R the bridge 
which anfwers to the garden, on the 
other lidc j C, that of the Cbtotr- 
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baeg't D, the river, and another 1704' 
bridge ac a greater diftance from 
the city i it is 'tailed Shareflmi and 
has ten arches, and a large building 
on one fide thro" wltich you go to 
crofi it. The profpeft here, on all 
fides is delightful and the river full of 
large rocks around which it fweeps. 

Here 1 would add that at the di- 
Aance of five days to the fouth-wcfl 
of ijpahen^ upon a lofty flat hill you 
meet with the fource of the Atifchie- Riva- tf 
ran^ whole water is moft excellent,'^*?* 
and produces good fifti cfpecially 
trouts. It falls into the Euphrates, 



CHAP. XU- 

■ 

Of ihs Khtgs of Pcrfia, of their Affairs of State, and of the 
gj'eat Officers of the Crown, 


MtL>areh monarchy of*this great 

rftitVts J|[ kingdom is one of the moft 
dclpotic, and moft abfolute tn the 
world ; the King knows no rule for 
bis condlift but hi5 will, except with 
regard to religious marters, wliich 
they lay he dares not alter i he Jbve- 
reignly diCpofcs of the Jives and goods 
of his fubjcQsj of wrhat quality or 
Editratim coodirion foever. He is born in 
' fcraglio, which is guarded by 

I black eunuchs within, and by white 

without, and there is brought up be¬ 
tween four vralls without education, 
and without the Icaft knowledge of 
what is ftirring in the world, like a 
plant that kiiguiflles upon the face 
ol the earth, when deprived of the 
vivifying jtear of the fun. 'When 
he has atrained a certain age, they 
give him a black eunuch, who is to 
be his pedagogue, and teaches him 
I to read and to write j he inftrufts 

him alJbin the Mohammedan faith 
I and law, and how to purify himfdf, 

to wafii, to pray, and to faft. Nor 
does he fail at the lame time to 
flit his head with the great actions 
and miracles of their prophet and 
the twelve and to infpire 


him with an implacable haired of 
the Mohammedan Tivriif, and the 
Mogul, whom the Verf am contemn 
and curfe, thinking thereby they do 
a meritorious action, and render an 
acceptable fervicc unto God; hut 
they rake no manner of care to in- 
ftnift him in hiftory and politicks, 
nor to fire him with a love of vir¬ 
tue; on the contrary, 10 take him 
off from all forts of ufcful refle(ilio.n, 
they abandon him to women, and 
indulge him in every kind of fenfu- 
ality from his moft mnder years. Not 
fatisfled with thus debauching and 
perverting his mind, ilicy make 
lum chew opium, and drink Koekemr 
or P^ppy,'a}ater^ into which they put 
amber and other ingredients which 
excite to loft, and charm for a time 
with raviftiing ideas or vifions, but 
!W length Jink him into an abfolute 
niletifibiliiy. Thus ir is that lie 
pallcs lih diys till the death of bis 
lather, when they take him Irom 
out of the ScragUo or llaram, 10 
feat him'^pon the throne, which of 
right belongs to him by fticccftioii 
or by will. Then come all the court 
and dirowing ihcnafclvcs at his fecr, 

give 
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1704. give him figns of fubmiffiom Ac 
firrt furprifed at all he fees, he beholds 
ihe fccnc as a dream,'not able to con¬ 
ceive what can be the meaning of fo 
great a change j but by degrees he bc^ 
comes accufeotn'd to it. At lafe, he 
begins to have feme idea of himfelf, 
and every onefertves to pleafe him and 
to ubiain a feare of his favour^ but 
no one thinks of giving him any good 
advice or in the Jeali: to open his 
eyes; on the contrary their endeavor 
is to keep him locked up in fuch igno¬ 
rance as may bei\ turn to account; 
and when the J^ttcmaed-doulet^ who 
is his fell tntniAer, has any fevour 
to ask of liini, which he never fails 
to palUatc under the fpccious ap¬ 
pearance of public good, he takes 
his time when the King is in a good 
humour, and with the pipe in his 
mouth, and always obtains what¬ 
ever he wants, either for himfelf or 
his friends, by felling himfelf his 
Majefey's Varhaen or Bui 

when he talks to him of affairs of 
feaie and fuch bufmefs as may re¬ 
quire a particular aneniion, he is 
deaf, will lend no ear to him, and 
turns his thoughts upon fuch things 
as are pkafing and feitable to his 
humour and inclination: Nor does 
tins minifter ever perceive any thing 
of this kind in bis mafecr, but 
he changes the difeoutfe and 
calls for delicious meats, and fends 
for the muficians and dancing wo¬ 
men, that are kept on purpofe at 
court; then he exhibits to him com¬ 
bats of bulls and rams, and diverts 
him by all the means he can con¬ 
trive. He fees the combats and the 
other exercifes from the ^niatl over 
the gate of AlUkapit^ which looks 
upon the great fquare of the palace, 
and all this is much more pleallng 
to a young and unexperienced 
Prince, than the puzzling his brain 
with [he affairs of his Empire. At 
]afe when he is weary of ihefe 
amufements he withdraws into the 
Seraglio in quefe of others, and 
whatever buQnefe has been propoled 
to his conhderaiion is put off to ano¬ 
ther time. So that this Jirft mini- 
ftcr is obliged to repair twice a day 
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to the door of hJs Majefly’s apart-1704. 
ment, to watch a favourable oppor-'^^'*^ 
tun icy to open matters to him, or 
raiher artfully; to draw the Prince 
into a confideration of the fame, 
and as it were by accident, but he 
takes care that he is in a good hu¬ 
mour j for if he did other wife, and 
abruptly accofeed iiim w'iih hisbull- 
nefshe might incur hU heavy indig¬ 
nation, even tho' the welfare of the 
whole empire depended upon what 
he had to fay. Hence he feldom 
fails to wait on this Monarch when 
he goes abroad, when he feme- 
times has [he good luck to find him 
in a difpofltlon to lend him an ear. 

For the reft his plcafurcs know no 
interruption, and they pick out the 
fineft maidens of G^gia and Ar~ 
nmita to put them into the Seraglb, 

And even when the King goes ouc 
on his Jports, he for levcral leagues 
around, turns the men out of their 
houfes, to have the pleafurc of hunt¬ 
ing orfefhtng, or other wife diverting 
himfelf with their wives. The King 
that reigns at prefent has alfe given 
himfelf up to wine fence he has 
been upon the throne, and drinks 
feme times for whole days and nights 
together. And thus is it that thefe 
Princes dream away the fir ft years 
of their reign, without any the lea ft 
concern for the welfare of the 
ftate, or their own glory j and the 
grandees of the court eagerly lay 
hold on the opportunity thereby 
to enrich themlelves and procure 
imployment for their relations and 
friends. The governors of the uj^tiahu 
provinces follow the example, andV^fr/j^ 
make up a purfe by every fort 
rapine and extortion, not /paring 
even the revenue of the crown it- 
felf i and they do ir w'ith impunity 
by communicating part of their 
plunder wtih the grandees, who are 
in favour and poflefeion of the King’s 
ear And thefe dlforders prevail till 
the Prince has made choice of an 
able minifter to ftop the torrent of 
irregularity, and reprefs this licence. 

Then he begins ro open his eyes, 
according to the gift nature has 
bkffed him with, but he frequently 
o relapfes 
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1704. rdapfcs again into debaucbciy, and 
gives a fcopc 10 his vicious inclina- 
lions. At length when he comes 
to be thirty-five or forty years old, 
he Teems to retrieve himfelf from 
his former ftaie of ttifcnfibility i he 
begins to refleft upon things, arid 
to turn his thoughts upon the bufi" 
nefs of bis empire, and 10 compre¬ 
hend it, in proportion to the degree 
of his natural fenie. He in confe- 
qucnce of this applies himfelf to 
the regulation of what he difeovers 
to have been amifs in the youthful 
years of his reign, and to provide 
for the ncccfliiies of his great King¬ 
dom i but it commonly happens that 
he t^ins too late, death fteps in 
between him and his good defigns, 
and the ftatc finks again into its for' 
mer mifery. 

Firft mUi- minifler of this potent 

/Iff. Empire, as we have already oblerved, 
is called the Attemaed-dsulety or the 
fupport Qt dinBer ef the Empire, who 
is aJfo called Fifier-azem, or tbe^reat 
porter of the Empire j as he almoft 
fufiains the whole weight of the 
Empire. This mlnifier who Is over¬ 
whelmed with bufinefs, is expo fed 
to a. thoufand ugly accidents, be- 
fides that he muil be continually 
upon the watch, for fear he fhould 
cither be fopplanced or fall un¬ 
der his mafier’s ill opinion. Ac¬ 
cordingly his chief Ihidy is to pleafe 
him, to fecure to himfelf the af- 
cendantover his mind, and to avoid 
whatever might give him un- 
eafinefs or umbrage ; with this view 
he never fails to flaiter him, tolift him 
up above all the Princes upon earth, 
and to throw a thick veil over every 
thing that might Itelp to open his 
eyes, or difeover to him the weak- 
nefs of the ftatc. He even takes 
very panicutar care to keep him in 
utter ignorance, to hide from him or 
at leaft to foficn ail dl(advantageous 
news, and above all immoderately 
to exalt every the leaft advantage he 
obtains over his enemies. By this 
fort of policy it is, that the miniftcr 
is able to aggrandize his family, and 
10 raife his friends to the firft pofts 
ofhis Empire. Nordocs he ever want 
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a pretence for ruining Ibmc and 1704, 
advancing others, and this is the 
eaficr for him to do, becauk all in 
imployment are guilty of malverih- 
tbn. He has alfo a thouHand op¬ 
portunities of ferving thole in his 
intereft, and who give Ivim a lhare of 
their plunder ^ and to fend them 
royal robes by the officers of bis 
houfc, who are greatly rewarded for 
the fame, and which ferves them 
inftcad of wages. The gover¬ 
nors of provinces and cities endea¬ 
vour for thefe prefents of honour 
by underhand practices, nor fparc 
for money to procure them, that 
they may be the more feared by 
thofe they govern, who mu ft not 
dare to complain of their niilde- 
meanors, when they fee them Co 
much in favour at court as to ob¬ 
tain thele robes. After this manner 
it is that the Aitemaed-doukt is in 
pemetual agiraiion, to fupport him- 
ielf, to raife fome and deftroyothers, 
according as he is aAuated either by 
love or hatred. And yet with aU 
his arts and precautions he can ne¬ 
ver be quiet in his mind, as we have 
already obferved; for he cannot at 
fure himfelf of the fidelity of any 
one perfon, thofe he has been kind- 
eft to, being often the firft to haften 
his deftruffion, when th^ find that 
fortune has given him a ftiock. In-. ^ . 
fidelity and ingratitude have taken5^^, 
fuch deep root over all this couti-^^* 
try, that children make no Jcruple 
to cut oft the cats, the nofe, and 
to cut even the throats of their pa¬ 
rents, whenever the King commands 
it; and this with the bafc and mer¬ 
cenary view of pofteffing their pofts 
in the government j a cruelty ftiffi- 
cicntly pregnant of examples. In a 
word, as the fortune of this firft 
minifter depends wholly upon the 
whim of a capricious maftcr, who 
blindly obeys the impulfeof his paf- 
fion^ without any manner of regard 
JO right or reafon, he is frequently 

calamity that ts to 
oelall him the very next day. More¬ 
over, iho he is firft miniftcr and the 
greateft man in the Empire, he is 
at the fame time the moft abjed of 
3 all 
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1704. all ikr<5; never enjoying a motnent’s 
peace within* and ever fearing to 
lofc the good graces of his lord and 
mailer •, he cannot plcafe every body* 
and miift anfwer for all the evils 
that happen to the Hate, 

Ciit/p/ The next officer of rank is the 
th* cwdi. general of the Cttrtisy 

a body of troops they feteft from 
among the Turcomans or original 
Tartars^ an old race of hardy 
foldiers* who live by therordves 
under tents in the country, and lead 
a paftoral life with their cattle i they 
-are fcattered over all Ttrfia^ and 
mix not with the reft; they ftrve 
on borfebackf and ihrir arms are 
bows and arrows. 

cytftf The next to him in rank is the 
Couler~Agajit^ or the general of the 
Georgians and other white flaves, 
who are armed like the former with 
bow and arrow, and are an order of 
fotdiery erected by Abbas the great, 
the reft are as follow. 

The TuJingtchi-agMjiy or general 
of the body of Mulqueteers, which 
are picked out of the country from 
among the mod laborious and mod 
robud of the people. They ferve 
on horfeback in the field, and fight 
on foot; thefe alfo were edablifhed 
by Abbas the great. 

cist/ Thefe th rce generals were former- 

ibi Ms/ ly under the command of a Sepba- 
futem. chief 5 but they are 

now under a Seraer only, a 
chief appointed for any particular 
expedition, after which he is dif- 
chaigcd and rewarded for this extra¬ 
ordinary fervice, 

Crtst BM- The Nadr or great mader of 
iJje King’s houftiold, and chief 
of thofe who have care of the King’s 
guefts. 

After him the Mkrjbicbarr^hajki 
haifmM- or great hunifinan, and the Miracbor- 
or great mailer of the horle. 
Ciit/V Among the principal officers of 
tbitatMiii (nuft reckon alio the Di- 

or chief of the council of 
judice, who judges uhimatciy in all 
caufcs civil and criminal, except of 
fuch conteds as arc of fmall confe- 
quence, which are referred to the De- 
fwtfof the place where they happen, 
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The MtiJIauJhe-eimenalik or ma- 1704. 
der of the accounts and finances, 
where there is an office to regider 
the Perfian troops, as well as cer-«j«r;x. 
rain officers* and the governments 
which the BeglerbegSy the Kbam^ 
and Sul tarn poficis for the main¬ 
tenance of their houfhold and dig* 
nityj but in return for ihcfc con- 
cellioDS [hey are obliged to keep a 
certain number of troops on foot, 
and every year to pay a fum of money 
impofed upon them; befides that 
the Prince referves a part of thefe 
royalties to himfelf. 

The Mufiojk or chief of the^^^^^ 
chambers of accounts of the lord-z^^w- 
fhips which particularly belong to f* "^ 
his Majefty, and the revenues which* 
arc appropriated for the fupport of 
the court. 

The Vacka-nurjtez or the regifter 
of events, who keeps a journal of 
all that pafies in the kingdom, and 
in the neighbouring provinces. 

The Numeflmm-hafies or chiefs 
of the King’s phyficians, who are 
in great credit with this Prince, and 
who formerly, in many relpedh had 
the regulation of his coiidmS* but 
their authority is no more what it 
was formerly. All thefe officers 
have a right to fit in the royal pa¬ 
lace. The chief of thofe who 
do not claim that privilege is the 
Sink-agajt-bajbey chief of the por- a,i,/ff 
ters or great maftcr of the court*f^f/3'^'"j. 
who has the inl'pe£lion of the pa¬ 
lace, and the regulation of rank. 

This great officer has commonly 
in his hand a great golden dafF 
adorned with diamonds, and has his 
eyes continually fixed upon the King* 
that he may know his will and plea- 
fure. He himfelf executes his or¬ 
ders in the places where he happens 
to be in perfon, or has them exe¬ 
cuted by his Tajhols or U/iJcrs^ when 
any thing is to be tranfafled at a 
diflance. It is this officer alfo that 
conduifts foreign minifters into the 
preftnee of the King, holding them 
under the arm, and afterwards coii- 
duSs them to the place where they 
are to fit, when they are allowed lb 
to do. - 

G g g The 
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1704. The Mtgter or cbamberlaln^ he 
no more than ibe former is allow- 
court. This officer 
wears a purfe at bis fide, in which 
arc handkerchiefs, a watch, anti> 
doles, and foporiferous herbs for the 
ule ol the King, He alio has the 
charge of ibc cloatbs the King com¬ 
monly vicars. He is almofi: always 
an eunuch, becaufe he often goes 
with the King into the Seraglio, or 
Haram, which refieifls great honour 
and authority upon him. 

We muft not forget the Bfgkrhgs^ 
which in TurHiJh fignifies the hrdsof 
Iord$t who arc governors of the great 
provinces or countries of the fate. 
Thefe have commonly Khans and 
Sokam under them, and confume 
the bulk of the revenue of their pro¬ 
vince, fending only a fmall part 
of it to the King in prclenis ^ 
but we have already faid, they are 
burthen'd with ihc charge of main¬ 
taining a certain number of troops. 
For the reft they are as petty Kings 
in their provinces, allowing for the 
allegiance they owe to his Majcfty. 
There arc fifteen or fixteen of tbefe 
hegUf>egs in ihh Empire, and this 
poll is ib confiderable that ihofe in 
theinjoyment of it are invefied with 
a rank in the royal palace imme- 
diaicly after the Toefentkji-agaf 
on the one hand, and the hJassir on 
the other, before the Mieri-Jhikar- 
hajhij or the great huntfman. 

The Khans and SoUam^ who are 
™- alfo governors of provinces, diflfcr 
but little from the B^krhegs, and 
the Khan has barely rank above the 
Soitan, They enjoy alfo the reve¬ 
nues of the land in their department 
or diftria, and are obliged to keep 
op a certain number of troops, and 
make prefenis to the King, bcfidcs 
that fomc of them depend upon the 
B^Ierbfgs. 

Tlie DeruaSes are the sovcmni^ 
of the countries called the Ksng*s 
domain, which are appropriated for 

the fubfiftcnce of the court, and cer¬ 
tain troops, and ihcfc have the in- 

fpcaionofthe revenues annually pro- 
duMd by thefe coumris. Thcfc 
have felaries out of the tcvcnuca of 


the countries under their jurifdlc* 1704, 
rion, and make prefents to the King 
like the relf. 

Befidcs thefe great officers of pro- Dffog*'j 
vinccs, the forcTcflcs and cities have 
their particular governors, which 
they call Derqgds, Thofe in great 
cities, as Ifpaban, and the like, an- 
fwer to what the French call if- 
eutenans civil et crimineL When 
they execute their office they have 
no refpea to perfons, and indiffe- 
rcflily puniffi all delinquents, and 
keep the fines for their own ufe. 

The Cahmtaars or chief of ihtCaU.r*. 
common people, are the principal 
magiftrates iti villages and towns, 
but their authority extends over 
none but the common people in 
great cities, and particularly at If 
pahan. They arc properly fpei- 
ing their proteftors and plead their 
caufes before the tribunals. Thefe 
are the officers that fix the ordinary 
and extraordinary taxations, m which 
they have regard to the means and 
ability of theievefalinhabitanrs, and 
fend the money they raife to the pro¬ 
per offices for the reception of it, 

Thefe have under them certain 
officers called Ked-cbodaes or maftersi 
of pariffies or the inferior diftridi, 
who execute their orders, and much 
after the fame manner with their 
chiefs proteft thofe under their care, 
and gather what they are taxed at. 

The chiefs or magiftrates of fmall CW, ^ 
villages, ciercife the feme author! 
as the Calantaars in the great ones 
and in towns. They call them 
Kagtes or regent. 

The office of Shabander or rc- ti 1 
TOver of tht duties upon .tl 
cbandife in the fea-ports is more 
confiderable. He keeps an exaft ac¬ 
count of what he thus receives, and 
ftnds It to the Mupfy.cajfa who 
fp:ci^ [he fums in his regiflcr, 
fficy being appropriated for the fub- 
fiftence of the court. Thtfe col- 

Wlorsor cuftom-houfe-officers have 

fijfcd fehri«, and have no part 

office was formerly annual j but the 
duucs are now farmed out for a 
fevtn or cighr y^ars^ and 
^ even 
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1704- even morcj and hence they yearly 
WrJIcvy twenty-four thoufand 

which are at lea ft a million of 
UverSy and fometimes twenty eight 
or about twelve hundred thouland. 

There is another conCderable of- 
which is that of the Mtlikiu- 
ziziaer or Prince qJ the merchantSy 
fo called becaule k is he that judges 
and decides in all cafes between mer¬ 
chant and merchant. He has alfo 
imire iofpeilion of the weavers and 
lay lots of the court under the Na¬ 
zir y and the charge of providing 
ihe cloathing and things of that 
nature for his Majefty's ufe, Bc- 
fidcs all this^ he is the infpedior of 
thofe who are Imployed to difpolc 
of the merchandjfe filks and other 
efiefls belonging to his Majefty in 
foreign parts, 

Survi^i The Raacbdaeri or furve^m of 
•f the roads, who have the care of 
***** the highways* come next after this 
frince of the merchants. Thefe fa r m 
a certain extent of the roads, and in 
vertue of (hat receive certain duties 
laid upon goods that travel within 
their limits: thefe duties are called 
Raagdarie, and they keep an account 
of them. This office obliges them 
to make good the roads* and to fe- 
cure the highways, and binds them 
to relnftate fuch as have been rob- 
bed or deprived of their effeds with¬ 
in their dlftridf, according to the 
value of the fame, if they cannot be 
recovered. But when it happens 
that they do recover them, they 
take the third part for their own 
ufe, and deliver the reft to the 
owner. And for this rcafon they 
are bound at their own expence to 
keep a certain number of people 
armed, who are to patroll in the 
night, in times of danger, to pre¬ 
vent robberies and to deced them 
as much as poffible. This is a 
moft admirable regulation, but it 
were to be wifhed it was better ex¬ 
ecuted than ic is, that the travel¬ 
ler might perforui his journey with 
more l^ecy than he does at prefent. 
GnHrmri They have governors, called 
flf Xoctewaei, in great caftles, and in 
all the forcreftes of the Kingdom, 


as at Orrrtas, Candelaer and fo on. 1704. 
Their power is commonly limi- 
ted and they depend upon the gover¬ 
nor of the province. This word of 
Koetewael, ftgnifies atfo the chief 
of the watch* and with his officers 
every night he pa trolls in the ftreets, 
to prevent diforders and thefts, by 
fetjsing on robbers: At Ifpahan and 
other cities of Perfa this officer is 
called yfgbdaai. 

Not muft we forget the Muktefib, 
or infpedor of the markets* whoj^^**’"' 
regulates the price of provlfiona and 
whatever elfe is brought to market 
for fale. He examines alfo the 
weights and meafores, and punlfhcs 
ihoie who are defedive therein. 

Having ieciled the price of provi- 
fions and goods, which be does 
every day, he carries a lift of 
them leaJed up to the palace gate, 
and they regulate the ordinary ac¬ 
counts according to this valuation. 

It is now time to Jpeak of the Me- 
hemanier bajhiy or the chief of tbofe 
to whom are committed [the Kiss's 
ga^s. His office is to' go out of 
town to receive ambafladors, en¬ 
voys, and ftrangers of quality or 
diftindion; to take care they want 
for nothing, and to order them the 
ufual fupply of neceilaries. For 
the reft they leave ic to the choice of 
foreign miniftets* whether Chriftian 
or Mohammedan, who are treated 
upon an equal foot at the court of 
Perfa. to lend for what they want 
to the King's ftores, or to receive 
every day or once a week, as they 
like beft, the value of the fame in 
ready money. The bulinefs of this 
officer is alfo to carry their mellagcs 
to (he King and the minlfters, and 
to condud them to audiences when 
they arc to be admitted. He alfo vi- 
lies them from time to time, and talks 
with them, and endeavours to gee 
out of them the rcafon of their com¬ 
ing, and why they refide at court, to 
give an account of all to the minlfters. 

But when there comes an ambafla- 
dor from the Porte or the King of 
Indojian , or other Mohammedan 
powers of the higher rank* they morc7 
over fend one of the grandees of the 

Kingdom, 


20 8 


THe TRAVELS of 


J704. Kingdom, to wait on them as Mfl/Zri? pfs tbrough their courts, and they I 7 <^ 4 - 
i-Arv d'hote!zud guefl-keepcrt and he acquits muft authorife all mandates and o- V''VN-» 
himfclf of all the funaions of the tber writings of confcqucnce. mi^ 
Mebeniander-bajhi with regard to The Muzifehtd or Legijl h above 
other minifters. all ecclefiaftics not only on account 

s Befidcs all thefe officers there is of his learning, but becaufc by ver- 

,ka^- ^ Mammar-bajhi or furveyor of the lue of his office he is accounted fa- 

Ring's buildings i he lets a price cred* It is be that letiles and cx"* 

upon tnoft of the houfes that are plains all points of faith, the mean- 

fold, in order to prevent the difputes ing of the Moran, and the Hadges of 
which looaetimes anie upon the their prophets, and the .fwirwu, 'X'he 
fales, or upon the pretence of a right veneration they have for him runs 
to atlnul the coniraft, as if the party to that length, that their learned 
had been taken at a difadvancage in men make no fcruple to give our» 
the bargain, and that the fale was that the government of the Mohant^ 
not according to form, a prafticc mtdans belongs of right to him, and 
allowed by the Mohammedan bw that the King is only the executor 
when the price has [not been afeer- of his orders, in vertue of which he 
tamed by this intendant or furveyor, has the wielding of the fword. 

As for the eoclefiaftical employs wherewith he is obliged to chaftife 
EttUH- the firfl is that of Zedder, or great ihofe who are obftinaie or difobe- 
pontlf, who is the chief alfo of all dlenr, iho’ he has the power of do- 
the wealth and emoluments- confe- ing nothing by his own bare au* 
crated to the publick worfhlp. This tliorky. The rcaJbn they give for 
office was formerly cxercifcd by one this point of doflrineis, that all true 
man only^ but the late King Suit- believers are direfted by the will of 
man divided it, and appointed two God, which ts revealed to the Mu~ 
Zedderij the one with the care and zifehid in the abfence of an Imami 
charge of the legacies bequeathed to that it is impoffible for God to de- 
ihe churchmen by the Kings of dare fuch his will to temporal 
Perjta, whom they call ZedderCbui j princes, who are loft in the pleafurcs 
the other with the difpofal of what of this world, and think of nothing 
has been bequeathed by private per- but the gratification of their paffions, 
fons, and he is called Xedder Me- regardlels of the falvation of their 
mahcL Thefe two poniifs have fouls; who far from knowing God 
each of them a court a-part, where are quite unacquaimed with thetn- 
they judge in civil cauies according felves, and negledf to f«k after the 
to the dlreOions of the canon-Jaw. path which leads to eternal life. 

They difpofe alfo of mnft of the The opinion the people hzvesffncnfi 
church benefices and particularly of imbibed of the wifHom and fanQity?^*'^ 
the offices of the /yjlfldfl.andof of the deigy is the reafon they al-^‘ 

ilie Kape-muttweUi or infpedior of moil all of them affe£t a profound 
the mofehs and confecrated burying- diffimulaiion, with the double view 
grounds and the like. Thefe offices of keeping them in error, and them- 
are fo very confiderable, that when fclvcs in the reverence they profefi 
it happens that ihofe pofleffid of ior them. So that akho' they are 
them are prefent at royal affcmblies, aftuated by the moft boundlefs am- 
ihey take place of the Memaed- bition they difeipline themfelvcs 
douUt. The Siech-e!-iJ!aan and the in the prefence of the people - they 
Kazi differ but little from each o- humble ihcmfclves that they' may 
ther, with regard to the truft they he exalted, and would feem to defpife 
have of monies * but the former is what thev moft 
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1704. the way that leads to heavcn» and to 
affefl them ftrongly with the fcem- 
ing zeai that fires them, they ufe 
thefc fiupld youths with a mofi ex¬ 
traordinary tendertiefs and forbear¬ 
ance i they are never in a pafijon 
their words are few, and they have 
foch an air of wiidom and fanfllty as 
7 itirlaift isquiterapturous. Theircloathing 
is white and of camels or goats hair} 
and ihy wear large turbants which 
make them look meager and low. 
When they appear in publick they 
affeA a great fimplietty, and are at¬ 
tended by one fervant only who 
carries a book after them; they go 
gently along, and keep their eyes 
fixed upon the ground. They are 
great frequenters of the mofehs, 
where they pour forth long prayers 
with an affeifted zeal, and often 
withdraw into a corner, where they 
inftrutl young children, and fome^ 
[imes they preach lermons to the 
people. By thefe artifices it is that 
they win the hearts of men, and in- 
jed a terror into the King hunfelf, 
who would not dare to be guilty 
of the leaft innovation In the practice 
of their religion for fear of the 
heavy wrath of thefe holy ones. 
Many examples there are of this, 
nor can a ftronger proof be given 
of the reverence they have for them 
than i!ic privilege they have of fit¬ 
ting at a fmall djftance from men of 
the fword at royal afiemblles. 

The manner how the nobility 
Jive at court is very different from 
theirs ; the courtiers affedt a 
very extraordinary civility, and 
an engaging freedom, but then the 
tongue and the heart never travel 
mirdif- tog^^ber. They entirely give thetn- 
felves up to fenfuality and plea- 
furesi their habits, their equipages 
are magnificent, and they are fo ex- 
ceflively fond of money, that there 
is nothing to be obtained of them 
but by bribes and prefenrs. For 
the reft they are very affable and 
feem 10 be very good natured} but 
their behaviour is quitelow and mean 
to thofc of whom they expedt any 
favour, and they mortally hate rhofe 
chat croft them in what they foJIcic, 
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or fuc for what they want; and 1704. 
thcle they ufe with a degree of bar-'*^^^ 
barity quite inhuman, when it hap¬ 
pens they have an advantage over 
themj they flip no opportunity of 
hurting them, and have the art of 
giving a bad turn to the qualities 
for which they are moft valuable j 
in a word, they can never reft till 
they have deftroyed them. On the 
other hand they are the moft abjedt 
flatterers of thole who are in the 
good graces of fortune, and in great 
employs, and attribute to them all 
the perfedbions they can poffibly think 
of; but thefe even arc no fooner 
ft lien into difgface, then they In- 
fult over their misfortunes, and mod 
fhamcfully abufe ihofe, who in the 
days of their profpetiry, they were 
wont to lift up to the skies; and to 
thefe thus fallen it often happens 
that thofe who ftand deepeft in debt 
to them for favours, are the very 
firft to tear them to pieces. 

^ And much after fame manner it 
IS that their men of letters, o^ofthe^fr^. 
pen, as they call them in this coun¬ 
try, behave in general They are 
proud and felf fufficienr, envious and 
jealous of the merit of others, ca. 
refling and cajoling thofe they abo¬ 
minate moft when they meet thentj 
but no fooner is their back turned 
than they moft unmercifully abufe 
them. Diffimulation is their fa- Thtitdif.' 
vourite vice, and their vanity is fijch/wAr/wi. 
as to prompt them to applaud chem- 
fclves upon every occafion, and with¬ 
out fcruple to throw out panegyricks 
upon their own great merit. And 
yet, to all appearance, they are re¬ 
ligious and devour, and affedt to 
Jeem greatly diJgufted with all world¬ 
ly vanities; they have the joys of 
Faradife eternally in their mouths, 
tho* at the fame time in private, 
they wallow in the moft enormous 
andmoffunnaturalfcorualities. For 

tfie reft they have ao utter averfion 
for the Chriftiaos of Europe^ and 
for all that differ from them in mat¬ 
ters of faith; nor would there be any 
ftfety for them in this country did 
nor the laws of nations keep theft 
infidels in awe. 
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Ufufy prevails here more than 
in any other country whaifoever, 
tho’ it muft be confefled there are 
good men herCf as well as eirc" 
where j but in general we may fay 
the Ferfiam are ungrateful and void 
of all fhattie and modefty. 


^erjia con fills of three orders 1704. 
like the Hates in Eureft: The fir ft 
confifts of the nobility and men of 
the fwordj the lecond of men of 
the robe, and the third of mer¬ 
chants and artificers, 




CHAP. XLII. 

Funeral of the Kings of Perfia, qualities of the prefent King, 
his PsElure, habit of the Perilaas. 


T hey never publKh the King 
of Perjia*i death till his fuc- 
celTor has been ftaied upon the 
throne i and yet King Sulman^ the 
father of his prefent Majefly, had 
no fooner given up the ghoft, than 
the news of ii fiew over all parts by 
the indiferetion of his firft pbyficlan. 
This Prince died upon the twenty^ 
ninth of yuly 1694, in the ferty- 
eightb year of his age, after he had 
reigned twenty-nine years. The of- 
■ficers of the crown and chief men 
of the Kingdom, immediately feiaed 
on the palace, and took care that 
every thing was quiet on all fides. 
The inhabitants Diut up their houics 
and fliops, and no people of rank 
appeared in the ftreets. Upon the 
JirJt day of Ai^ujl his Majefty’s 
body was placed upon a wheel car¬ 
riage, covered with a moft magnifi¬ 
cent pall of gold cloth, and con¬ 
veyed to a chapel a league from 
IJpaban, from whence it was car¬ 
ried to Cm^ there to be interr'd in 
the fepulchre of the Kings his fa¬ 
thers, A 11 the g ra ndees of the King* 
dum followed him on foot, excep¬ 
ting one of the ofiicers of the crown, 
called Mierfa-taher,, and an ccclefia^ 
flick of diflinflion, who, on account 
of iheirgrcat age, were allowed to go 
on ho rfeback. Thefe lo rds were fol¬ 
lowed by the men of the robe and 
I«n lamenting and fmging, and 
there were fucceeded by a great body 
of foldiers, who attended the corpfe 


to the chapel, with flambeaux fmok- 
ing but not lighted. When they 
had reached the chapel, all that 
and attended tore their garments, 
had returned to the city, leaving 
fpme of I heir friends or rela¬ 
tions to follow the body in the 
night. They double the guards of 
the palace to prevent the dilbrders 
which are be to feared upon thefe 
occafions, in a town fe populous 
and crowded with ft rangers, In 
the mean time the officers of the 
crown ordered the aftrologcrs, ac¬ 
cording tocuftom, to acquaint them 
^ table or aufpiclous time 
when they might inaugurate the 
new King, perfuaded that in that cafe 
the King would attempt nothing to 
their prejudice, and efpeciaJly fn 
ine beginning of his reign. 'Till 
the aflrologers had thus declared 
themfclves, there was no rtoife of 
drums or trumpets to be heard, nor 
»ny other found thstmighi iorerrupt 
the foTemnity of the mourning, and 
this confulaiion, which continued 
to the fast of when the 

?hi!Tj ““"‘““““y declared 
the, had found the aufnicious 

tnoment, The, laid hold onTfo r, 
fc~"<>f-h=d«=ared-aeld-^ 

ih, *'’®.*'*‘* taken out of®» 
dwh? 1° upon the 

m another arartment, where he rc- 

*' i condutHed to the 
titrone. where all the erandee. of 

the 
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1704. the courc came toihrow thetnfelves 

his feet. Then they opened alt 
the houfes and Ihops^ which had 
been fhut up tilt now^ and had bon¬ 
fires and illuminations on ali lides. 
The next day after the coronation, 
the new King called Soltan^holffin, 
fent royal robes to all the Lords and 
Chiefs of the court, who till then 
wore their cloaihs they had rent 
and torn, and there was an end of 
the mourning. Afterihisthedrums 
and trumpets were heard on ail iides, 
and thefe rejoicings lafted forty days, 
according to cuflom. 

The King was about four and 
twenty years old, not large, but well 
made, and handfomc of face. I 
looked aticmivcly upon him feveral 
times, when I was at IJpaban, to 
imprint a full idea of him in tny 
mind, that Imightdraw his picture, 
in which I fucceeded tolerably well. 

was in a fummer drels, but I 
chofe to reprefent him in a winter 
fuir, which is much more magniH^ 
cent. He is eafily dlllinguifhed by 
a jewel he wears in his curbani, with 
three black herons feathers ^ you 
fee him in numb* 85. 

ffrThis Prince takes fo great a plea- 
furc In building, that they reckon 
he has that way expended four or five 
millions in the ten years he has been 
upon the throne, tho' the Gardens 
and the houfes of pleafurecofl him 
nothing. When he has a mind to 
build any where, proclamation of 
fuch his intention is made by found 
of trumpet, that thofe who love 
him may come and work for him. 
Upon this the artificers repair to him 
from all parts, without claiming the 
IcaA reward i nor do the grandees 
of the Kingdom fail to fend others 
at their own expcncc. The Arme- 
mofts are bound to contribute in the 
fame manner, and Iknow it for cer¬ 
tain that a laj^e garden which was 
made in my time coA them three 
hundred which amount to one 

hundred and twenty thoufand livres. 

This Prince is lb given to women 
that he knows no bounds of his 
lewd praaiccs, and is quite carelefs 
of the welfare of the ft ate, and his 


evil example Is the caufc that juftice 1703. 
is ill adminiftred in his great Ein-^'v^ 
pire, where licence reigns, and vice 
is unpunifhed. And hence it is that 
the high roads which were once fo 
well fecured, arc now fo full of rob¬ 
bers. 

And hence alfb it is that the clergy £iew£/ ^ 
have a very great afeendant over thi 
PrlnceaswcilastheeuD uchs, the ou t- 
cafts of human nature, and quite un¬ 
worthy of high ports and honours, 
feeing they are no better than the 
guard of the Seraglio, a place de¬ 
voted CO the beftial pleafures of the 
King} befides that their air and 
mein has fbmeching fhocking in ir. 

But notwithhanding all this, they 
are the firft in favour, infomuch 
that the counfellors of ftate are o- 
bliged to pay court to them, and flat¬ 
ter them, a very mortifying circum- 
ftance for perfbns of birth and confi- 
derarion, who could noc poflibly afture 
themfeives of the King^sgood graces, 
or of the pofteflion of their employs, 
without fubmitting ihcmfelves to 
fuch a lownefs of behaviour. 

There are foroe, however, vfhoDi/gratt 
have a heart too big for fuch anunbe-*/«^^' 
coming fubmifllon, and who know^)]^” 
not how to difguire their thoughts. 

Some years ago there was a Georgian 
Nobleman, called Ru/lan-kban^ a man 
of merit, and in pofteflion of one of 
the firft employs of the ftate, being 
Captain General of che King's Armies 
and Governor of Tbunr, the ancient 
Eebatan^ the capital of Mediat who 
had the boldnefs to tell the King, 
at a great feaft, and in prefence of 
the firft Grandees of the court, ^bat 
he 'ti'as an ignorant Pritlcef and that 
he never ’would knerw any thing ; and 
chat in Ihort he could not prevail 
on hlmfelf to ferve him any longer. 

Upon this, he was the next day dc- 
pofed, and received orders not toftir 
out of his houfe, which he obeyed. 

Mean time, his friends folliciied fo 
ftrongly for him, that they pro- 
mifed to reftorc him i but he was 
fo far from thanking them for this 
officioufnefs, that he was angry with 
them for concerning themfcIves with 
bis aflairs, and declared that he ab- 

foluiely 
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foltiicly would not ferTc fuch a 
Prince, and perlided in this his te- 
foluiion to the day of his death. 

A certaingrajidec callcdMjt^Af^i, 
an Armenian origlnaUyt but whole 
mhitmitK. grand-father had embraced 

^/xym,drcwa more fevere cenfureupon 
liimfclf in the year 1704, while! was 
at Ifpahan^ for fpeaking hla thoughts 
too freely. This nobleman, who had 
been raifed to the tird: pofts, and to 
the government of the fame city 
of Taurh^ after he had been general 
of his Majcfty*s Georgian and Circaf 
Jian flaves, came to Ifpahan^ where 
the King asked him hisbuhnefs, and 
commanded him, without prefumlng 
to make any anfwer, to return to his 
government, and repair from thence 
to Efierahad, a town of Mazande- 
ran, and there put himfelf at the 
head of bis army and therewith to 
march again ft me ‘Turcomanit who 
infeftcd that country, and carried 
oft* [he Inbabiianis and the cat* 
tie. He anfwered the King, He 
was very Cotry he could not obey 
his Majcfty*s commands, becaufc he 
had bccQ well informed that at court 
they did not aft as became (hem, 
and that he had been given to un- 
derftand they only wanted to fend 
him away to deftroy him; that If 
it was neccllary he /hould be facri- 
hced to the malice of his enemies, 
he had rather fubmic to his fate 
that Inftant, than have it fall upon 
him after his departure. This 
he fa id in a dry careleft manner, 
and adding fbme realbns and argu¬ 
ments upon what he had laid, he fb 
c^afperated the King agalnft him, 
that they Went to his houfe upon 
the ftxth of September to feize him, 
and having bound him, carried him 
publickly loprifon upon a mule, and 
clapt a feaiupon all that belong to 
him} but notwithftanding all this 
outrage, they releafcd him a few 
days afterwards, upon condition he 
fliould conftnc himfelf to bis houfe. 

Cautmpi Many other examples might be 
exhibited of the violence and weak- 
'^ nefsof this Prince, who thereby fo 
expoles himfelf to the contempt of 
all his fubjetfts that they publickly 


lay, They have nothing of 2 King T704, 
but the name. And indeed it may 
with reafon good be fald, Unhappy 
is the ceuntrjf 'wtiebis ruled by a child. 

They fay his younger brother, who 
is kept in the palace, and who has 
both fenfe and merit, when he hears 
of the condufl of the King his bro¬ 
ther, often cries out, I cannot imagine 
•what be does with the Crown, This 
Prince one day lending him a bottle 
of wine, the other fent it back to 
him, difdainfully faying, He did not 
•want it, Thcfc things fo different 
from the manner of other countries, 
muft appear ftrange and incredible 
to thole who know nothing of the 
cuftotns and maxims of this. For 
the reft, the weaknefs of this Prince 
is fucb that when he lofes a m6e at 
play, he begs of the party that won 
K of him, to fay nothing of it to the 
Nazir^ who is to pay him. 

It remains that we fpeak of [hcw-iiv^ 
manner of drefs among the Ftrjimtd^* ***'■ 
whereupon we have to obferve ihat^*^ 
their drefs is fhorier than that of the 
Turkst and different according to the 
rank and quality of the Perfon that 
wears it. The dreft of the men of 
the fword, for example, is quite dif¬ 
ferent from what is worn by the 
men of the robe, and the fame it 
is with regard to their wives. There 
is alfo 2 wide difference between 
tlie drefs of the married and the 
unmarried women; of women ad¬ 
vanced in years and young women. 

The habit of the moft conliderable 
of the men of the robe is reprefen- 
ted in number 86. The Mandiel 
or turfaant they wear upon the head 
varies alfo; they are of all forts of 
colours, fomc ftriped, forae wrought 
with gold and filvcr, and fomc white; 

The churchmen wear them much 
larger than any others, butextremo- 
lyncat, and very nicely folded up; 
in a word their drefs is very magni¬ 
ficent, and their garments moftly 
flowered, which in my mind bow- 
«vcr, do® not fo well become the ' 
men as the women ; and to lay the 
truth, the habits of the Ttttks are 
more modeft, are better underftood, 
and have a more mafculine air with 

them. 
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1704. ihctn. For the reft, the Perjtam 
VW never alter their faftiions, and have 
preferved that air of grandeur which 
prevailed among them in the days 
of jiiexandfr, Ferfoos of condition 
never go on foot,'’but on horleback, 
with runners on one fide of them: 
Thofc of Icis confidcration imitate 
tticm, and are obliged to incur debts 
to fupporc them in this extrava^ 
gance, but what they tlius incur 
they never thtnfe ; of. paying. The 
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grandees and fuch as are rich adorn 1704. 
the bridles of their horles with mafty 
gold, and others follow them in pro¬ 
portion. They have always their 
Callim^ or pipe carried after them, 
which is properly fpcaking, and chief¬ 
ly, a bottle of water, through which 
they draw the fmoke of their to- 
bacco. This Caiiim is adorned wIth 
gold, and is extremely neat \ 
thole of inferior rank adorn thetn 
with lilver, and have them carried 
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1704. afcenhemmihe fame manner. Our 
dircwlof had a golden^ bridle and his 
Cj//rW adorned wiih ihe fame, and 
fo had his fecond, as well as all thac 
appear ac court, where they are only 
conGdered in proportion 10 the gran¬ 
deur of their appearance. 

The drefs of the women feems to 
me to be ftlll more agreeable; the 
wives of the men of the robe wear 
a forehead-band adorned all over 
with pearls and precious ftones; h 
is four Gngers broad, and goes but ' 
halfway round the head; but the 
wives of the couiifellors of fhite, 
w'ear it all round the head, in tiic 
nature of a crown, and call it 
Itoroe ; and upon it they 1tave feveral 
plumes of black herons feathers. 


Heretics, 


and bunches of flowers 


vvii h golden leaves. To this band or 
diadem they have a jewel which falls 
upon the forcheadj and they faflen 
it on witli a rope of pearl which 
comes under the chin, and their 
hair falls down in feveral treffes. 
They wear alfo a white veil, em¬ 
broidered with gold which falls over 
their Hioulders, necklaces of precious 
floncs and pearls, and golden chains 
which fait down to their girdle 
with a box of perfumCi Their up¬ 
per garment is of brocade of gold 
or fit VC r, it is alfo fomeiimes quite 
plain, and under it they wear a vefi 
which falls down beneath the girdle v 
their fliifts are of tafl’aiy, or fomc 
other fine fllk embroidered with gold. 
They vh’ear alfo drawers and under 
petticoats made in the loom; buskins 
which come up four Bngers above 
the ankle, which are of embroidery, 
velvet or fome richer fluff, Ihcir 
flippers are of grecji or red dia^een, 
pothted, and with a heel railed of 
the fame colour, lined, and adorned 
with Imie dowers. Their girdle, 


which Is two or three inches broad, 1704, 
is adorned with pearls and precious 
ftones, and upon the breafl they 
wearcettain ribbons which fall down 
to the girdle. One of thefe ladies 
is reprefented as going abroad In 
number 87. Over all this, in win¬ 
ter, they wear a gown lined with 
a cotton-cloth, which falls down a 
foot below the girdle, and when it is 
very cold indeed, they wear a gown 
of gold or Giver brocade, lined with 
^*&bles or fome other fur. When 
they go abroad they arc from the 
head to the foot covered* wit 
whire veil, which fhewa nothing 
but their eyes, as may be obferved in 
ihc figure above j this veil is com¬ 
monly all of one piece j they wear 
alfo bracelets of precious floncs, and 
have their fingers loaded with rings. 

The women of a middling rank, 
drefs theinfclvcs in proportion to 
their means, and the wives of the 
nobility and men of the fword wear 
over their clothes a filk net, or 
fomething of the kind, which has 
a very preny effea. 

To this 1 fball alfo fubjoin ^ 

habit of the Tajkh or royal porters/t^v » - 
who ferve alfo in the quality 
tifhers. Thcfc wear a loftier turbant 
than the reft, with feathers, and great 
muftaches, like the nobility^ arid a 
beard upon tlieir chin, which reaches^ 
to the ears. Some gf them alfo 
wear beards after the *I*ufkipj man¬ 
ner, Tills Tafeol U reprefented in 
number 88, 

In number 8p, you have the re* 
prefeiittiion of a nale bUck 

belonging^ to ou^ dEredtor, winh a 
gr<^ ponkrd of a particular 
^ nisgiidlC] and in number qo you 

ave a female of the fime com* 

plcxion, with a tea-boar^ in Jicr 

nandib 
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CHAP, XLin. 

Funeral pomp injlttuud in honour of Huffein, po manner 
hma the Armenians at Julfa retme their Frtend^. Arrival 
of an Amhajfador from Turkey; 


1704. 


T TP ON the fixtb of Mayr the 
xmn,i»g. Ferfmm began the mourning 

ordained for the comraenioration 
of the death of their great faint Muf 
ftin^ the fon of M and Fatma, the 
only daughter of Mohammed, and 
this they enter upon as foon as they 
perceive the new moon. All the 
city puts on mournlngj and great la- 
mcntaiioDs areniadcon thc^d fubjcct 
of hb death, which happened, as 
they lay, in the year 1027, when 
Mohammed, according to their com¬ 
putation, was obliged one ihoufand 
one hundred and eighteen years ago 
to fly from Meeca to Medjfta, to 
favehimfelf from theperfecuting fury 
«/■ of hb enemies. It was in 
Hdi!tm,V'the dclart that this faint loft his Sife, 
JtinTas he was hying with feventy two 
^4iu of his companions, near a place cal- 
fv him. JHerbila, where ihere is his tomb, 
and whither the Perjiam, who ac¬ 
count him their true Imam or chief, 
refort from all parts with very ex¬ 
traordinary devotion. And, indeed. 
King AiBdi the great _ boaftw n 
as the moft glorious drcumftance 
of his life that he was defended 
from him, tho‘ that is an honour the 
ht^^r^jl'urki will not allow him. This 
/in', iBjifr^nioufning coniinucs for t^ti ays o- 
aether j they appear in the ftreets m 
fmall companies of ten or twelve 
perfons half naked, who blacken 
their faces, and are not very unlike 
our chlmncy-fweepcrsi a frightful 
fight 1 they a mortihed lairi 

and fmg out lamenratioDS to the 
found of certain caftagnets, we have 
formerly mentioned. The murder 
of this faint Is reprefented by 
in arms, and by his image which is 
very large and hollow, and put in- 
1 to motion by a perfon inclofed with- 

\ in it, and whofe legs are plainly to 

be feen. Thofe concerned in this 
mummery and who carry this image 
3 


about, receive a reward from the 
ipedfators, who give them certain 
fmall pieces of filver of very Viule 
value} tho* indeed there are fome 
who are more generous to them. 
For the reft, during this time, they 
preach publickly in the ftreets morn¬ 
ing and evening, and efpecially in 
ihe crofs-ways, and the other more 
frequented pans, which they inclofc 
with lapcftry and fpread with carpets. 
They adorn alfo the walls with buck- 
lars, and other pieces of armour and 
arms, and the pulpits for the preachers 
arc railed up five or fix fteps; they 
hold fome written papers in their 
hands, upon which they ofreti 
caft their eyes, pronouncnig the 
elogy, and reciting the a£fions and 
wonders of the faint. A fccond 
preacher fome fteps below the firft, 
pours out, in bis turn, the praifes 
of Hukin, finging out wit!i a loud 
voice. The places where they have 
thefe fetmons are full of feats and 
benches j and as I had thecurbfity 
to go to one of them with fome 
fri^ds, they no fooner faw us than 
they ofdeted us feats, for the refpeit 
they bore to our dire£tor, who was In 
great efteem at IJjtahan, 1 ftaid 
there a good half hour, and ob- 
ierved that all the auditors were fo 
affedlcd by the eloquence of their 
dodtors, that they were diflblved 
in to tears. At t h e co rncr of t he wa 11 
of the place where we were, they 
had placed a great figure 

]y well counterfeited, and ftuffe 

with ftraw, to «prefem the mur¬ 
derer of called Omar, whom 

thev burnt at night in leveral parts 
of the city. Thefe fermons or dif- 
courfes are deliveted alfo m the 
niffht in many great places, upon 
thttres creaed for that putpofe, 
with laths, upon which they place 
above a thoufand lamps, but fo auk- 

ward ly 
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J 7 ^ wardly and carrfc&ly ,hit the wind peared a chariot laden with incenfe 1704, 
blowa out the gteatell part of them, with two perfont, and four little hoys, 

For I he reft, the number of fpefta- with each a book in his hand, and 
tots ts tneapremhie. with a table before them. This 

*/■ Upon the dufuiay following we chariot was furrounded with what 
Wt. celebrated the fcaft of IfUtfumidt looked like tinned lamps and was 
at our direftors, and thuher came followed by a great ftaiid’ard furled 
two hands of y^g Ms, nearly of up, and by twelve armed fotdiers, 
the fame heigth, and very iwaily with each an helmet on his head¬ 
line ‘ -rl.™ and thefe by two little boys comically 

Horn. They had certain/mail ilicla drefled up, with fealhets and bells. 

It) their hiMs, which they fttuck Then came a young ptifon cron horfe- 

againft each other as Aey danced, back, followed by liateen others 

a^ rhey were atten^d by two or chained one alter another, and five 
threemen of ihetrdiftraa who fung. othersipinioned. Afierthefeappeared 
Thcle dancers were continually a chariot covered with fand. w of 
throwing their arim over their heads which appeared fix bloody heads 
with wondwfulcclerity. andafliimed but the bodies were not toVfeen’ 
fueb atmodea and motions as were fo that one wonld have faid they 
quttechatntmg Thefe were tnhave had been cut off: There were two 
been followed 1^ a Mger land, but perfonsdreffedtn this chariot, Xh 
upon the way they met with a band was followed by that which cart rf 
belonging to another diftrift, which the bodv of Tu 

turadmdrhemandmrauMrhem fo a mao lotSrwfSff^bre ij 

that they could not come ikfides that his hand. He was all over covered 
they were togo to court that night. with blood, » iHr up t^e Loplc « 

But to return to our fubjeft, the grief and latfeinfetbn, 
chief folemnny of this mourning or their „ j ^ 

who were followed by fome fingers ftition of .1.. n 1 i-*? ° 

with each a taper in his hand, fnd was folio Jedir^'- Jhis chariot 
in vefls eitlicr W purpk or black, perfon 
agreeable m the narirc of the folem- fome with 
niiy and die lamentations that were by a guard armed with ft* 
made; fome of them were alb half which thev fmm * 
naked, and others carried a great thrmLS Lm ” “ ‘™'. 

black Aandard furled up. After would Aeon and which they 

the/e, there appeared three camels h^jH down their 

upon ihc firft of which rhereappear- ThJe ^wSe^fX^ h 
cd two boys almoft naked,Xe charbf Hgl? 
upon the fccond, one behind ano- reft covelS 
Uier, and upon the third, the image UDonwhb^ 
ofa womaA covered up, with a lit- r* 

lie boy. Then five Sher cameh, Xtlbl buff f ^PP-- 
upon each of which there were fe* rurtl^dovl^wl^h 
ven or eight little boys, who were wards in ff - 
alfo almoft naked, in cages of bth therPAlf after which 

and two enfigns followed them,* camy. another, from which 

Then a chariot with an open coffin rKiry and in which 

containing a dead body, foSowed bS a thirJw-ff'^r 

fome fingers. After this ,h'““^ by anoSter 

P with 
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1704. with a dead body in armour, and a 
peribn as it were J 3 ck< Then iwo 
enfigns, and an horfe with the fad- 
dle on one fide, attended by two 
drums and fbme fingers, and theni 
another charlor upon which there 
were two coffins, and two little boys, 
with each a book in his hand, who, 
from time to time, embraced them, 
and afted their part wonderfully 
well. This went before another 
of extraordinary fuje, containing 
ten or twelve dead bodies, of which 
nothing was to be feen but their 
bloody legs and arms, with five or 
fix prifoners, followed by a young 
man on horfe-back, wounded with 
anows i he was all over blood, feem- 
ed to be a ftranger, and feemingly 
fo faint he was ready to fall. After 
him appeared a coffin covered with 
a black cloth, attended by fingers 
and dancers wbofeemed to conduct 
it in triumph, and after them were car¬ 
ried three lances adorned with preci- 
ousftones. Thencameanhorfcladen 
with bows and arrows, a turbant, and 
great flandard i then fiveother horfes, 
laden with bucklers, hows, and ar¬ 
rows ; and three iavelins upon the 
points of which appeared an hand. 
Atbft,thisproccffionwasclofedbyan 
horfe richly caparifbn'd, upon which 
there were three pair of pigeons j but 
this horle was not in his place. 

Exflit a. After I had feen all this fight, 

ecclcfiaftick was fb good as 
to explain the whole my fiery of 
it to me: He told me, the turtle¬ 
doves I had feen upon one of the 
chariots, reprefented thofe which 
appeared upon the body of Hu£ein 
when he was killed, and that chefe 
fame turtle doves, daubed with his 
blood, flew away to Medina^ where 
lived this faint's After, who upon 
fight of them knew of his death, 
as fhe had foretold it beforehand. 
That the chariot with the rwo cof¬ 
fins, attended by two little boys 
with each a book in his hand, re¬ 
prefented the two fons of Hujfein^ 
jili^Aiker and Jit-Echbary whom 
they give out to have been ftain 
with arrows. That the young man 
wounded with arrows was defigned 
VoL. I, 


L E B R U y N. 2,7 

alfb to reprefent Ali~E.chber\ that 1704. 
the coffin covered with black was^j^ 
char ofHw^wj and that the chariot 
with fix heads, by which there were 
two perfons drefled, reprefented his 
children. That the ftecl or iron hand 
fixed at the point of the javelins, was 
the fignal of war which the leaders 
or partifans of the "Berfim Mobam- 
medsnt wore formerly upon their 
ftandards, and that the five fingers 
of til at hand reprefented Mohammed 
Aii Fatma^ the daughter of Moham* 
med and the wife Altj Hafan and 
Hujfetn: So that every part of this 
proceffion refers to fome circum- 
ftance or other of the death of HuJ~ 
fein and his feventy two friends fiain 
with him, and canonized for martyrs 
by the Perfmm. 

It is to the laft degree furpriling 
that the perfons whofe heads, legs, 
and arms appear in the chariots, 
ffiould be able to contain themfeivcs 
without the leaft motion, for the 
whole day together that this pro- 
ceffion lafted. Moft of the heads 
had even long beards, and their necks 
were fb fqueeacd, that the h^ad 
feemed feparated from die body, 
befides that their eyes moved hardly 
at all. But I was told upon this 
occafion they make them fwallow 
down a kind of drink which deprived 
them of their fenfes, and of all motion 
during the time. For the reft, there 
is no being impofed on with regard 
to this, for ] prefcntly diflinguifhed 
the only head of wax which was 
among the reft; and indeed it mu ft 
be acknowledged the Firfiam arc 
very artful in theft forts of repre- 
fenrations. 

On the morrow, by break of day, 
we went to the fame place, to fee 
the fequel of this feJemniiy ; but 
the King did not come till two hours 
afterwards. 

It was a kind of parade of the 
two divifions of the city, who 
proceffion carried feveral ornaments^i>if/*/ 
prepared for the purpoft. Firft/^ 
as the day before, there appeared 
fontc of the officers on borfe- 

back, followed by fome young peo¬ 
ple armed with ftaves, and crying 
K k k out. 
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1704. out Hujein^ Huffein^ skippiog and 
dancing. After thcfe came fome 
that ^aid upon inftrumcnts, and 
ibnae drutnSj followed by the citi¬ 
zens of feveral diftridsj the firft 
company of them was armed with 
drawn fabres and fliiclds, and the 
others with (laves perfectly well 
painted. They were all very neat* 
iy drefled, with velvet vefls, and 
fine fafiies, and extraordinary tur- 
baniS] and marched in good order, 
differing in nothing from each other, 
bur as they were more or lefs mag¬ 
nificent. A party of the(e citizens, 
of nearly the fame degree or for¬ 
tune had prepared a pretty machine 
or reding place, not very unlike a 
coach, and embellifhed with look- 
ing-glafs, hung with fabres and po¬ 
niards and other arms mounted with 
gold or filver, a fight very agreeable 
to fee. There were others loftier 
without tops or coverings, open 
within and more adorned with bok- 
ing'glafs. The greatefl and moft 
confiderable of thele companies goes 
on before. There were five ma¬ 
chines or reding-places of the kind 
we have been fpeakiitg of, and a 
fixth at the Cbioir^haeg between tvi'o 
buildings. This was all garnifbed 
with or compofed of looking glafs, 
in form of an altar, with two doors 
which when they opened (hewed 
all the ornaments. It was very 
lofty, and 3 preacher mounted it as 
loon as the King appeared at the 
building of his fecond garden, which 
has a long gallery. This flrudlure 
or Hand flood there three or four 
days. It confided of pieces which 
fitted each other, and which were 
pt tt^ethcron thefpot, for it had 
been impodible to have moved it 
whole through the gates of the city. 

This fine procelTion was fuccecd- 
fncfjfnn. cd by another, which opened with 
Ibme flandards, and a great number 
of horfes, fome of which had their 
heads adorned with great plumes of 
white feathers, and others were 
richly dreded out, and laden with 
fine vedmcnis, fabres, bucklers, bows 
and other arms. Some 
of them had even turbants, larger 


plumes, and other ornaments j they i 704, 
were followed by (bme (ingers, mu- 
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ficians and dancers, waving certain 
flags over their heads as they danced j 
others carried pikes adorned with 
ribbons and tufts. The proceflion 
appeared afterwards as the day before, 
thofe it confided of halted from time 
to time, and as they fung threw 
chopped ftraw over their lieads cry¬ 
ing our, Hujem, llujetn. Some of 
them had a drawn fabre in one hand 
and a fliicld in the others the reft 
had (laves nicely painted and gill, 
and ten foot long, and feemed to 
breath nothing but war j but the 
Derega who was prefent with above 
a ihoufand horlemen, takes a very 
particular care to prevent their com¬ 
ing to blows, pofling his people in 
the van, the center and the rear of 
this proceflion. He ports others alfo 
upon the way they are to pafs.and fuf- 
fers HOC ihe diDridis to advance bat the 
one after the other. In a word he 
omits nothing to prevent diforders, 
and the quarrels which might arife 
with regard lo rank in a march,where 
mere are narrow pafiTes, and where 
for that reafon they, at certain di- 
Itances, pofl (bldiers provided with 
nrearnis, Thefe precautions are^/™ 
o niucQ ihe more neceilary, as 

have a notion, that thofe 
who pcrlfli upon this occaflon go 
dtredlly to Paradife. And accord¬ 
ingly they make no enquiry after 
murders committed at that time 
which thofe who bear malice agalnft 
others, fail not to take advantage 
of, much as the pradlice Is in liaty 
m the time of the carnival. Hence 
it IS that prudent people who arc 
not obliged to be abroad upon this 
proceflion, keep for the moft part 
clofe at home for the laft days of ihc 
Wtivai, and efpccialJy the ^uriijh 
rnbammtdam, who are known j 

to Huftin, 
friends to Omar^ whom the 
Fftftam moft mortally hate. Their 
hatred is not near fo great for other 
nati^s, no not for the Indium^ who 
to whom they (ay no- 
however an un- 
pca a le concourfe of people upon 

4 this 
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* 7 ^ 4 * occallon, as well ftrangers as in- 
habitanrs of the ciiy» It happened 
that every thing was tranfafled this 
time without any diforder, which 
is lomewhac extraordinary, con- 
fidering the great animofity of the 
adverfe panies, who never {pare 
each other whenever they chance 
to meet. 

^” 7 ^ Upon the nirauentb^ I went to 
Chriftian place of burial, 
where w'e ftaid rill break of day, 
and from thence went to the King's 
new garden, which is of great ex¬ 
tent, and furrounded with a wall of 
earth. We there faw the ftih ponds 
far advanced, and a fine plantation 
of young trees, rofes, and parterres 
ftili of flowers, but of the common 
forts. We then went to Julfa to 
Mr. SahiiTs country houTe; this 
gentleman was our company's inter- 
preicr, and we have made men¬ 
tion of him before. He received us 
and entertained us perfedlly well, 
tho' wc were above forty in number. 
The walks of his garden, which 
were full of candles, appeared moft 
delightfully beautifol. The next 
day wc went to pay vllits to our 
diredor’s friends j for he was to go 
away the next month and to re¬ 
turn no more to Julfa. He there 
took leave of the principal/frjwrwnrw 
merchants, of the patriarch, and 
moft of the European, We had 
above forty of ihete vifits to make 
Jtir/ftiii, a nd they took us up t hree whole d ays, 
^/ler tht for you are treated every where with 
conftrves and all manner of fweat- 
meats, which are prefented to you in 
painted wooden boxes, of great beau¬ 
ty, and adorned with all forts of 
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flowers, of which the Eerjiam have at 1704.' 
times all been great lovers. Then they ww 
bring you incenfo and rofe-water, 
wherewith they perfume the com¬ 
pany. Nor do they fail to prefont you 
a Callim to ftnoke with, coflee, 
fflw, and other pleafant hot liquors; 
and after dinner, fruits and other 
dainties of the fcafon. The Chri- 
ftians alfo give you brandy and other 
liquors in the morning, and wine 
in the afternoon: So that each vi- 
lit could' not poflibly take up lefr 
than an hour. 

Having acquitted ourfolvesof this 
duty we returned to the city, where 
they told us a mtnifler from the 
grand vifier of the Ottman-port had 
arrived the day before, with but fix 
or feven pcrfbns in his train; that it 
was thought he was come to de¬ 
mand a paflage of the King, for the 
march of fomc Turkijh forces, which 
the Grand Slgnior wanted to fend 
into Georgia t where the inha¬ 
bitants bad for fome years refufod to 
pay the fobfidies which the people 
of that country are obliged to remit 
to the Fort. The Turk has fre¬ 
quently font forces upon this ac¬ 
count, but they have been inter¬ 
rupted by the ftraiis and pafles 
which the Georgians knew how to 
make the moft of. The TurksGew^U 
call them Eaffa-tjoeg or 
headi^ becaufo they wear only a 
fmall cap open at the crown, thro' 
which they have fome trefles of their 
hair to keep it tight on. The fame 
they call the country they inhabit, 
which is between Turkey and Qur* 
gldan. 
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PerEan pamtings. Their cuJlQfru at b'lrtb^ marriagest deaths^ 
and burials* Coins current In Perfia, Great confu?npiion 
of fugar at Ifpahan. 


I Ought hereto have treated of the 
Terfan religion, but as feveral 
travellers have done it amply be¬ 
fore me, I imagined it might be 
unnecedary, and even troublefom to 
repeat what is fo welt known. I fhall 
then only obferve that it bears a 
very near relation to the religion 
of the Turkic except with regard 
to the avcrhon thcfc laft have for 
painting, feeing the greateft part of 
the Perfumi have piftures in their 
houfes, and efpectally reprefenta- 
tions of horfes, hunting-matches, 
and of all forts of animals, birds 
and flowers, wherewith their walls 
arc ajfo filled, as hath already been 
They have even profefled 
painters among them, the two beft 
of which, in my time, were in the 
fervice of the King. I had the cu- 
rlofityto pay a yiut to one of ihcm, 
and ^ 1 found his works far above 
the idea I had conceived of ihe mat¬ 
ter; they confifted only of birds in 
diflemper, but extremely neat. In¬ 
deed I cannot fey he knew any thing 
of lights and fliadcs, and in this ail 
the country are i|noranr, whence 
it is that their paintings are very jui- 
perfefl. This painter wag buiy, for 
the King, in copying a printed book 
of flowers which came from our 
CO un try, and in t he colou ring of which 
an Etfr^dwcccJcfiaftic had ioftro£led 
him the beft he could j and for this 
fxw^r/ptirpofe they have moft admirable 
"Pertij. colours; and I there met with lake 
which came from our parrs. They 
ihcmrclves make ultramarine which 
IS the^fineft blue in the world, for 
they have the ftone in their own 
country, or elfc they buy it of the 
Armenian painters. There arc alfo 

paint 

han^a * terrain gum which 
® a ’'«ry pretty and ftan- 
4 


difhes in the form of boxes, upon 
which, with the utmofl neatnefe 
they reprefent figures, animals, flow¬ 
ers, and all forts of ornaments. 

Perfons of condition there have^j,^ 
alfo their hooks very well bound, 
and adorned with all forts of 
figures, drefled in their manner, 
as alfo with their reprcfontaiions of 
hunting'matches, companies, birds 
and beafls in niiniature, and In charm¬ 
ing colours. Thcfc books arc alfo 
fomedmes full of figures in immo- 
deft pofiures, which they are very 
fond of. I met with a book of 
this kind at a certain grandee's, but 
the painting was heavy, flat, and 
void of art, tho* it was at the fame 
lime imbcUjfhcd with pretty orna¬ 
ment® in gold and filver, and was 
rnofl admirably coloured. Tho* . 
they take great pleafure in tkings ^i,P4r. 
of this fort, they would not at all 
care to be at any cxpencc for them, 
but their hands are ever open 
when they are to receive a pre- 
font of them. There came a 
German painter to Ifpahan a Httle^t^ 
before iny tlmei this msnhsd 
a long time in Italy, where he had^"^' 
an opportunity of ftudying the works 
of the greateft mafters, and painted 
an hiftory piece for the King, They 
received it very kindly, and put it 
up in the palace, but never once 
thought of rewarding the painter, 
who never received a ferthing for 
his pains; nor indeed could a man 
deceive bimfelf more to the purpofe, 
than to imagine a fortune Is to be 
raifed by the arts and fciences in 
that country. They are there un¬ 
known, and not at all regarded, if 
we except a Prince or two that has 
really had a laftc for them. In a 
word, generofity is an utter ft ranger 
in Petfia, 

We 
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1704. W« had a glaring example of chts 
‘^52* with regard to 
courfcjlor In ordinaryj 
in the fervice of the Dutch Ea/i- 
fcaj, company^ who fent him to 

this court to negotiate fbme bufi. 
nefs. Among other preftnts they 
fent by him to the King^ there was 
a fine pidture of warriors on horfe- 
back, which they thought would be 
very acceptable to tlie Fc^a/is, who 
are great lovers of horfes; but in- 
flead of receiving as expeded, they 
coldly asked what the price of chat 
pidure was. The minifter think- 
ing IE iiTiproper 10 v^luc ie ^e any 
high rate, appraiftd it very moder¬ 
ately, upon which they were fo 
good as to refolve to keep the pic¬ 
ture, and to give him the price 
he had valued it at. To thefe we 
might add many other examples of 
the kind, which we fliall referve to 
another opportunity, and fhall now 
fpeak of their births, marriages, and 
burials. 

^ Three or four days after the birth 
'* of a child, they fend for a church¬ 
man, to whom they declare the 
name they intend to impofe on the 
child, which he blows into its car 
three times, and then performs cer¬ 
tain ceremonies, after which the 
Parents fpend the reft of the day in 
mirth and jollity with their friends. 

0 /tiram- It IS not the cuftom with them 
to circumcife till a child is feven or 
eight years old, and even fome- 
timcs later according to the whim of 
the parents, and never upon the 
eighth day, as the cuflom is with the 
yews. Then they entertain the com¬ 
pany, and^ endeavour to exert the 
greateft vifible joy upon the happy 
occafion of having initiated a child 
into the number of M&Jkms or TVse 
beli&vcrt^ according to the law of 
Mohammidj as it is revealed in the 
Korun or jSkoran, 

As for marriages, when a man 
has a mind to cake a wife he does 
not addrefs himfelf to the party he 
would have, but to her parents or 
relations; and when they have agreed 
upon terms, they fend for an eccle- 
fiaftic, who asks the man. If be 
VoL, I, 
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will have the woman to be his wife? 1704. 
to which anfwering in the A£irma -' 
he then propofes the fame que- 
ftion to her, who anfwering in the 
fame manner, this done, the fame 
churchman draws up the marriage 
articles, for they have no notaries 
^ which the married 

man amgns a certain fum of money 
to his wife, who, by venue of this 
contract, figned by the husband, is 
for ever poflefTedof this dower, even 
iho' her husband fhould part with 
her, a cuftom allowed of in this 
country; and when he dies, his 
heirs are obliged to pav her this fum, 
together with the eig'hrhpart of the 

moveables he left behind him. More¬ 
over if the woman dies firft,and leaves 
children behind her, the husband, in 
cafe he marries again, and has chil¬ 
dren by a fecond venter, is obliged to 
give (he hrlf wife’s children their 
mother's dower, and an equal propor¬ 
tion of his own fortune, which they 
are to divide with the reft. ^ 

When a Chriftian, or any other 
perfon who is not of the Ferjisn reli¬ 
gion, embraces their foith, he in¬ 
herits all his father’s fortune, and 
the fortune of all bis relations, cx- 
clufive of all others who have not 
apoftatifed like himfelf. And in cafe 
two Chriftians enter into the Fcrfan 
in^chty at the fame time, the next 
heir of the two of courfe enjoys 
alone all the fortune of his Chriftian 
relations that die. 

It is lawful for the Fcrfiam 
take as many concubines as theyi/w/. 
pl^ie, or as many as they can keep; 
and when it happens that they put 
away one of thefe, it h not lawful for 
"2ve commerce wiib a man, 
ml forty days arc pad and over, for 
fear fhe Ihould be with child. For 
the reft, all the children of thefe 
concubines are reputed legitimate, 
and have their fhare of the father’s 
fortune like the red. 

When parents give a daughter inj. . 
marriage, they give with her 
a portion as they think fit, and 
hcrfelf, by a proper 
wrjimg for (bat purpoft, to cUim 
noibing thereafter of what they 

^ * * lhall 
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1704- tbalHcavc behind Thcm» of which 

' has already received her part, 

and fo difclaims all right to fcare 
with her brothers and fillers in what 
they are to divide in the fcqud. ^ 
When they deliver this portion 
to the husband, they put all her 
deaths and moveables upon horl^, 
and the reft is carried by Icveral per- 
Tons, who are laden allb with con- 
ferves and other dainties. This ce¬ 
remony may be called a proceflion, 
which is more or lefs fplcodid ac¬ 
cording to the quality of the per- 
fons, and it is always traniaded 
with the found of inftruments. 
This isi’performed fome days after 
the conlummation of the marriage, 
and upon this occafion they prepare, 
as it is always in the night, a well il¬ 
luminated apartment in the husband's 
houfe. The men go in firft, and the 
women follow tbeiii in great form. 

The Grandees have alfo a wife who 
is commonly ferved by the husband’s 
concubines, and honoured with the 
tit Ic of which correfponds wi th 

that of K&arr, alTumcd by their huf- 
bands. They eat alone, and are at¬ 
tended at table, as the cufiom is 
with others, by fome of the concu¬ 
bines. The children of botli arc e- 
qually legitimate, and equally par¬ 
take of the father’s fortune; and 
when it happens that one of thefe 
concubines produces a child, ic is 
remarkable that the lawful wife 
rejoices mightily upon this occafion, 
in confideration of the honour that 
thereby accrues to her husl^nd j 
who, when he has a mind to be with 
one of them, firft fends one of his 
eunuchs to her apartment, for they 
have each of them one aparr, and 
he orders her to bathe and purify 
herfelf; flic immediately obeys and 
decks herielfout to receive her Lord. 
Thefe concubines cat together with¬ 
out any other company. 

The King takes to him as many 
wives ashepleafes, and chufesthem 
from amongll the finefi Ge^rglan^ Ar¬ 
menian ^ and other Chrifiian maidens 
he can pofiibly find; there is a perfect 
equality between them, and the 
firft fon that is born of diem, is 
hdr to the Crown, without any cc- 
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gard had to the mother he is bom 1704, 
of 5 nor docs this give her any pre- 
eminence over the reft. When this 
prince turns one of them out of the 
Seraglio j if Ihc has bad no chil¬ 
dren, he marries her to whom he 
pleafes, and often to a perfon of 
very Inferior rank. 

What follows is what I obferved 
with regard to their deaths and 
burials. Two or three hours after 
the deceafe of a perfon, they lend for 
a Mda or ecclcfiaftic, who goes 
through certain prayers and cere¬ 
monies, Then they put the body 
Into a coffin, which tncy carry to 
the wafhing'placc, without the 
houlc, in a place appointed for that 
purpofe, there to waffi and purify 
k It is carried by common porters, 
and preceded by fingers and other 
perfons, with Haves in their hands, 
and fwitches and ftreamersj the re¬ 
lations follow the body, rending 
their cloaths, tearing their hair, 
beating their breafts, and perform¬ 
ing other a^ls of defpair. The 
bt^ies of pcrfotis of higher rank 
are furrounded by churchmen and 
other perfons who bawl out mourn¬ 
ful dirges. The friends that attend 
them make woful lamentations, but 
perhaps more out of cuftom, than 
foraDygriefthacaffcfls them to that 
extravagance. Neither the relarions 
nor friends differ in drefi from what 
they commonly wear, c£cept thot'e 
that go before the corpfe, and fome 
that let down one end of the folds 
of their turbans, For the refir, ch^ 
do not go two and two, but promi- 
fcuouQy, and wiihour any order. 

When they have been at the waJh- 
Ing-place, and have walhed the body, 
they take cotton and therewith flop 
all the apertures, as the mouth, the 
nofiriSs and the reft. The whole 
difference in what Is prafliled with 
regard to the dead l^ies of men, 
and thole of women is, that men 
waffi the men, and women thofe 
of their own fex, and follow them to- 
the grave i for they carry cbeiii dired- 
ly from the wafiiing place to the 
tomb, where they again perform a 
fervice of prayers and ceremonies. 

Then 


CORNELIUS LE BRUYN. 


1704. Then they wrap up the body In a 
winding IheeCf and commit it co 
the earth, obicrvlng that it refts up¬ 
on the left fide, with the head to the 
eafl and the feet to the weA, and 
with the face turned toward the 
tomb of their prophet M^ammed. 
Then they raife a vault of earth or 
clay over the body, and fill up the 
grave, upon which they placea Aonc, 
or ercA a tomb, and frequently a 
dome, when the perlbn is of dlAin- 
dion. The King even Ibmetimes 
honours them with a royal fepul- 
chre, which is account^ facred, 
and for which they have a very ex¬ 
traordinary veneration. Some of 
thefe tombs arc alfo in form of a 
temple, crowned wdth fine blue 
glazed domes, which have a moft ad¬ 
mirable effed upon the eye. 
cwm/ As for their money, the greateA 
part of their HI ver coin is the IL^ain- 
denarift * piece of ten Mamoedfe}, 
which are worth about eight-pence 
of our money. They have Duizajk 
or pieces of five Mamoe£ft j Pam- 
aajie^ of two and an halfi pieces of 
two Mamoedjes^ called jwbefirieii 
and others of one Mamoedje^ of which 
ibcre are two forts, coined by the 
predeceAbrs of his nrefent MajcAy, 
They call thena MameedJej-bavie^i 
the country abounds with this coin, 
becaufc the merchants do not find 
it worth their while to carry or food 
it into foreign parts. It is current 
all over this Kingdom as well for 
foreign goods as for their own, nor 
do they ufe any other. They have 
alfo %aejtei or half Mamoedjes, The 
King coins but few or none of the 
two firA forts we have mentioned, 
and them only for the poor, and 
at certain times of the year. They 
arc alfo fo fcarce, that th^ are hardly 
any where to be foen but in the hands 
of the curious, becaufo they differ a 
little in value and weight from the 
Mem^edjiti^ and the ZatjUi which 
they coin at prefont. The reafon 
of which is, that thefe three laA 
coins were reduced 10 a juA Aandard 
in the years 1684, and 1685, but 
the officers of the mint have never- 
thelefs diminvfbed the value of them, 
out of their infatiable defire to en¬ 


rich thcmfolves, to which the ne- 1704. 
ligence of the government itfcif did -''Stv 
not a little contribute. Nor had 
the grievance at all been remedied, 
if the people, who murmured at it, 
had not made their complaint co the 
mini Acts, who, tofarisfie them, broke 
a part of thefe officers, and appoint¬ 
ed others in their Acad, who re¬ 
formed what had bccnamifi in their 
prcdcccAbrsi nor can this be won¬ 
dered, at foeiog they weredifeharged 
without any concomitant punlAi- 
mentfor their malverfatigns. Thefo 
coins are not at all current in trade, 
in which they ufe none but the 
Mamsedjes^havsifit a coin under the 
ancient Kings. This obliges the 
merchants to be diligent in looking 
out for them, and to give fo me times 
one, two, and even fix per cent, for 
them, beyond their tntrinfic value, 
fo [hat they tranikfl a very great 
trade with this coin, which the 
traders of the country hoard up 
as foon as it comes out of the mint, 
jtnd fond them away to Suratt^ where 
they find them to turn to better ac¬ 
count than if they bought Ducats, 

They have two forts of coppcf 
coin, the largeA of which, and which 
is the tenth part of a Mamoedje^ Is 
round $ the other, which is worth 
no more tbaq the twenty fifth part 
of [he fame, is long. 

There is little or no gold coin to be 
feen in Perjia\ I have, however, feen 
Ducati ihtttf but they are foarce and 
light. 

All the goods brought from G^jw- 
rcfh aud the money font thither by 
bills of exchange, are negotiated by 
(he Banians or Indian brokers, and 
themon^ is carried in Ducats to the 
Eajl‘lndtes, 

The King of Perjia is, by con- jv#* i,. 
traft, obUecd to deliver every year^«j£* 
to our India company, one hundred 
bales offilk,each bale containing 408 tht indu 
pounds of Da/rfi weight, amounting 
in the whole co the weight of 4800 
pounds. And (he company, by way 
of return, fond twelve hundred chefbt 
of fugar to IJPaban^ each cheft con¬ 
taining one hundred and fifty pounds 
weight, in all eighteen hundred tbou- 
i fond 
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travels 




1704. pounds weight i which Is confumed Clk, ihev fort if snH * 
the company have received rhi, ftippIngS^fiS" 
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chap. xlv. 


De/crip,ion of f^eral B,rdsi of cm«i„ Trees -, of Fruits, 

FumottsGumor 


”T_T AVING ipoken of the na* 
ir± itircandcuftomsofrhiscoun- 

— _ __ J _ * V _ _ 


doVttm 


Bt/irtpitajr 
tit 

Itrdi, ^ tuittitns g| mis coun- 

All- proc-ced to Jts produfl^iojis 

gowtk and fliall begin with the birds, which 
are teprcfenicd in number pr. The 
diftinguifhed by the letter^, 
is a fort of bird we have already men¬ 
tion^ in the courfe of thefe iravels. 
I painted it from the life, and found 
it fotnewbat different from thofc of 
the kind I had feen before j for this 
had a black collar about its neck, 
and more green upon the winas than 
the reft J had feen. The bifds di- 
ftmguifhcd by the letter 5, are turtle¬ 
doves, which have alfo a kind of 
black collar about the neck, and 
which, for that reafon, they call 
yargttr-i^-be^erde, or turtle-doves 
With collars. Thofe diftinguifhed 
by the letter C, arc called FargUr 
the bird marked by tlic letter 
A IS caUed Claegfibs, or the green 
crow. The £, diftieguifhes efriain 
yellow birds called Gomm^ztrde 
which appearwhen the corn begins ro 
fpriog up, there 10 build their nefts 
andrciireas foonas the husbandmen 
begin to reap It - they are of four or 

by the letter vf, m number 02 is a 
fpotted turtle-dove, with ftlcaks of 
white and black upon the neck; it 
keeps commonly in the moun- 
winsi the B, points out an Ma- 
or green turtle i the letter C, 
diftingmflies abird fpotted with black 

Z which are fmall birds, blue 


and green behind, of an orange co- 
on the breaft, and fo called 
caufe they are generally upon 
trees near the water. The letter S, 
points out a bird with a green body and 
The letter F, points 
at a bird which is black and grey 
with white, fpotted 5ith 
yelbw, and called or 

wo^-pccker, becaufe it is always 
pecking at the trees itperches upon, fo 

r The letter 

A diftmguifhes a bird marbled be¬ 
fore, and behind, and called Msrj^- 

bi^ft ftripcd with grey and 
white He loves heat, fings fweetly, 

cvlfed"fi!'i » bird*.*.- 

Backer-Kdra, common 

over ^^d in the iHand of 

exquififc flavour, 
and his flcfli is whiter than that of 

ihepartridge.befidethac he is larger 

for the reft, he has colour upon hi^ 
back but IS grey and white before 
and hasaftreakabout his neck, as 
may be obferved in number 04. 

The two birds reprefented in num- 
95^ are called and have 

nearly the nightingale's fong. They 
are r^en from the life, thSr heads 
are black and white, and the reft 
Of their feathers are grey, exccoc 

J>pon the Wly. wherv Wy arc S 

tz T-"'" tip of 

which IS white. ^ 

rtTf‘’■““'j‘u‘*'‘■“‘’>'0/ 

-tL . ' . plants. Si. Sent*. 

^ greateft efteem in this 
country is the Sena, unknown in all 

other 
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1704. other pans. They preicnd that 
the 6rft of them which was brought 
hither, came from the town of 
Jetfd^ which is feven or eight days 
journey from hence. Some of thefe 
trees are twenty or t wen ty-hve palms 
in circumference, and particularly in 
the Cbiaer-baegy and in many other 
gardens where 1 have been. They 
are commonly forty or fifty foot 
high, and arc as upright as a maft, 
with few or no branches but at the 
very top. The bark is of a bright 
grey, and the leaves like ihofc re- 
prefented in number 96. The planks 
of it are proper for gates and doors, 
flutters and the tike, and the tree is 
yellow marbled within, which is very 
much cftcemed in this country. The 
largcft and mofl robuft of thefe trees 
are worth one hundred Rix-doUan. 

Pilkchb The Pijiacbio is alfo of a good 
fize there, and has a fine head, laden 
with fruit. The leaves of it are not 
very unlike thofe of the laurel, ex¬ 
cept that they are a little rounder 
and larger i you fee a branch of this 
tree in num^r 97, difiinguiihed by 
the letter The bark of k is red 
and yellow, when the tree is In full 
vigour, otherwife it is bright, green 
and yellow. Mofi of the leaves ofk 
are upfide down, red and yellow. 
They make a comfit of the (hell of 
this nut, which they ellecm very 
much, and pickle the kernels of it 
before it is ripe, jufi as we do green 
cucumbers. There are wild Pijia~ 
cbh trees in the mountains, which 
bear a vciy fmall nut. They produce a 
gum, which the inhabitants receive in 
a fmail cup of clay, from a wound 
they make, either in the body of 
the tree or the branches of ir. This 
gum has the feent and colour of 
terebinth: They colleft ic in the 
month of Augujl^ and put it up in 
little leathern pouches for fate. It 
is a wonderful remedy or unguenr. 

This country produces another 
tree called Semaeg^ not very unlike 
an alder, except that the leaves of 
ic are fhorter and more full of fibres, 
befide that they arc pointed intheir 
rotundity. The fruit, you fee 
AinguKhed by the letter and 

VoL. I. 


which is fourer than verjuice, is 1704* 
like a cat's tail, and foil of fmall ex- 
crefeencies. Thcyufe it in fauces, and 
when ic is dry they reduce it to a 
powder, and eat u with roafied 
meat! it is medicinal allb; they 
ufe it together with rofc water to 
rinferhe mouth and gums, and pro- 
vent the feurvy. 

Per/ia alfo produces a (hrub cal- Kikie. 
led Kaidinets or Aktkmjbc^ which 
rifts two foot above the ground, 
and (hoots out branches which 
can hardly fupport themfelves. 

Each of them bears four, five, 
fix or feven of their fruit, which is 
like a bell cloftd in, and of a fine 
red orange colour within and without i 
you have a branch of it, laden with 
its fruit, in letter C, this fruit when 
dry is ufed 10 ftaunch blood. They 
make k up into fmall cakes, which 
they call TroctJcbi-^AIktkingt^ which 
they again convert into fmall pills, 
having previoufly boil’d them in water 
and Terebinth, and they take them 
in a glais of wine or water. 

The Anrtaeb Is a tree of pretty* *, 
tolerable growth, whofe fruit fs like ‘ 
the olive before ic is ripe, and be- 
comes red afterward. Tiie taftc 
of k is admirable, and this they ufe 
alfo m^icinally. There is a branch 
of it diftinguifhed by the letter ZJ, 
and they are all after the life. 

The chief fruits of Perjis are^^^;^ ^ 
almonds, pifiachio's and peaches, /FtW, 
of iliefe lafl there arc four or five 
forts, great and fmall, feme of which 
part from the ftone, and fome do 
nor. The former are called Sbsji* 
aloft and thofe whofe ftone opens 
with the fruit, H$e-be\ they have 
fome blue like plumbs, others are like 
apricots, and there arc fmall ones 
that are yellowifti. 

As for apricots they have eleven 
or twelve Ibrts of them, each of 
which have a particular name; but 
in general they call them %arda-loe. 

There are, however, but few^.^-^^ 
cherries in this country, fome of 
which are like thofe of Spaing and 
the reft are like black morella’s, the 
former are called GUlas^ and the lat* 
the Aioe-baioe, 

M m m 


But 
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1704. JJjif they have many apples, and 
leveral forrsj which, in general, 
^*''*"^thcy call 5 iVn, and many forts of 
pears, and among the reft, the Btr~ 
gamtf winter pears, and fummer 
pears, of which feme are very large, 
and efpeclally they have fome of the 
former which kefep all the year round. 
P&mh, They there have four forts, of 

f >lumbs, blue, white, red, and yel- 
ow. They eat the white half ripe 
W'ith fait, and the blue are the true 
plumbs Brigmk* 

They have here alfo two or three 
forts of quincc'irees, called De-hh^ 
the fruit of which is admirable and 
eaten in the hand. It is very large, 
and very good to preferve. They have 
alfo ftore of walnuts and Imall nuts. 
Pomegranate-trees abound here 
Pm^ra- alfo, and bear a delicious fruit ^ tho' 
fome there arc of them that bear 
no fruit at alt, and only a great red 
flower like a poppy. Some of them 
have their leaves ftreaked with 
white, and are moft charmingly 
beautiful, and ot hers of them are yel¬ 
low. 1 had the curiohey to paint 
fome of them as you will find them 
reprefented in number g8, and in 
number 99 you have a pretty 
tree, all the branches of which hang 
down to the ground j the leaves of 
it are fine, long and chin, and they call 
it Bifde-makalagie, They have but 
one fort of figs, and thofe none of the 
largeft. 

Graft$^ But they have ten or twelve forts 
of grapkcs, which in general they 
call Angoery tho* each fort has a 
name peculiar to itfelf. They have 
three or four forts that are blue, 
fome of them round, others 
long, and all very large. They 
have alfo two or three forts that 
are white, and fome of them very 
fwcet, and without ftones. They 
have another fort, whofe bunches 
are a promilcuous mixture of large 
and fmall grapes, different from all 
1 had ever feen ellewiiere. They 
dry them every year, and making 
them a kind of comfit, they put 
them into earthen pots, and fend 
ihciii lo Bata’siia and el fcwhere, 
n this manner it is they do it; they 
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pick and [cull thegrapes very nicely, 1703. 
and cover them with dry rofe-leaveswv^ 
in a ftone jug, which they then ftop 
up fo clofe, that no air can have ad- 
miflion, in this ftate they leave them 
for fome days, after which they 
break the neck of the vefiel and 
take out the rofe-leaves, and Jepa- 
rate ah the grapes, which they put 
into another vefiel, and being 
thoroughly dry, they fend them in¬ 
to forcignprrs. Therofe-leavcsare 
only intended to give a pleafant flavour 
to the grapes 1 but care mull be 
taken that none of them remain 
with the grapes, for fear they fhould 
caufc a rot. At the fame time they 
fend TO the Xndm almonds and pi- 
ftachio’s, from whence in exchange 
they receive fweaimeats and other 
dainties. 

Plants and roots abound as much plantf K^d 
in Ptrjta as the fruits. They rcc- 
kon they have above twenty-five 
forts of melons, which in general 
they call Gar&ie-^y tho* each of 
them, moft of which are excellent, 
has a name peculiar to itfelf. There 
are fome of them that weigh twenty 
pound, and which they keep all the 
year round in cool and clofe places, 
and efpecially in the fommer, to fave 
them from the violent beats. Nor 
do ihey ever want fnow for that 
purpofo, and they there know how 
10 condenfe it into ice to rcfrcfh 
their wine. Thefe great melons arc 
called G(trbie-fai-bi!giejic<. The firft 
melons that appear are the moft in- 
fipid, but then they are the moft 

wholefomciti'ieyarcalmoftallwhite. 

The water-melons abound there no 
lefs, and they have four or five forts 
of them, as well red as white, and 
which they call Hindaett. The 
fmall Citruh arc there alio in the 
fame plenty, fome of them ftrjpcd 
with green and black, and very 
beautiful; others of them marbled 
with feveral colours, and not larger 
than a Cbtm orange, I have filled 
a piflure with thefe fruits, inter¬ 
mixed with peaches, and another 
fruit Called Vbdffiavta or wotjjntj’s 
hrcajiy of an adruirablc red. 1 have 
preferved the ft one or feed of this, 

and 
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CORNELIUS 

1704* ® bunch of the grapes I mentioned 

O'^YNJ toconGd of great and imall upon the 
fame tlalk} you have the reprefenta' 
tionoftheie fruits in number 100, 
Fr*ti*aum Perjta alib produces all Ibrts of 
beet-roots, and parfnips, 
glfdtH. horfe-radilh, radiflies, turnips, to* 
pinambers, muflirooms, colly-Gow¬ 
ers of extraordinary fome of 
which weigh ihirteen or four¬ 
teen pound, favoys, afparagus, ar¬ 
tichokes, celery, leeks, onions, 
fhalocs, crcGes, dragon-wort, par- 
fley, chervil, favoy, mint, coriander, 
Annifced, forrcl, purflane, marjo¬ 
ram, lage, borage, cabbage let i ice, 
fuccory, and Roman-lectice, with a 
long leaf, and which they eat in 
the hand, which is fwcec and very 
plealant to the tafte. Nor do they 
want for Ipinagc and rue. 
fitvtrt. This country alfo produces very 
common tulips, and ugly carnations, 
the lily, the tuberofo, narciflus, 
fcveral forts of junquils, the hyacinth, 
the marvel of ^rr/r, the mallow, the 
fun-flower, the musk-flower, violets, 
and marigolds, mofl of which have 
been brought from Europe, for the 
flowers of their own are very indif¬ 
ferent. They have alfo the flowers 
of fafli-on, the fineft forts of which 
come from Mazanderan, Though 
roles both red and whitearetherc very 
common, they make a prodigious 
quantity of rofc-water, which they 
fond to /Wfo,and elfcwhere 5 and they 
ufe a great deal of it themfelvcs^ 
for they are great lovers of perfumes, 
and never fail tofprinkle their friends 
vviih^ rofe-water whenever they en¬ 
tertain them, bur it never Ipors their 
cloatbs. 

They have alfo two forts of jelfa. 
mine, the belt of which is very 
much like the Italian, the fmell 
excepted. The other is more com¬ 
mon, and runs up very high upon 
trees, and has a particular love for 
the Sena I nothing can be more 
charming to the iighc. 

Bellde ail this, Perja is produc- 
five of every nece^ary oflife, and par¬ 
ticularly abounds with poultry and 
game. You there donor commonly 
giveabove fix pence Ibr a hen j four 
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pence or five pence for a pullet, 1704. 
and ten or twelve pence foro'v^ 
a partridge. Of rhefe there are fome 
not bigger than quails and pigeons. 

Wild ducks are there worth about 
leven-pence or eight-pence a piece; 
a good tame goofe forty or filiy, a 
large turkey ftven or eight, and 
the young ones in proportion. Their 
capons a reexceflivcly fat, and not very 
plentiful and indeed they are feldom 
purchafed but to make prefents of, 

Befidesall this, they have plenty of 
fnipes and woodcocks; many forts 
of wild ducks, teal, cranes, wood- 
pigeons, turtles, larks, thrulhes, and 
partridges with red heads, which can 
only be foot flying, or taken with the 
hawk. 

However, every fore of deer is 
here fcarce enough, but cattle, and 
clpeciaDy beeves, abound; you may 
have twelve pound of beef for the 
value of twenty pence, tho* the 
Perjtam eat but little of ic, if you 
except the dregs of the people: Iris 
almoflall fold at and among 
the Chriftians, They likewife do 
not give above fifteen or flxteen 
pence for twelve pounds of mutton ; 
but they raifo the price of it as 
winter comes on. The fame it is 
with regard to goats ilefo. There 
are many wolves and foxes in this 
country, but they are very fmall. 

They alfo commonly give butf„Vf^ 
eight or len pence for twelve pounds 
of bread, and twenty pence or four 
and twenty for the lame quan¬ 
tity of rice, eight or nine pence for 
as much wheat, and feven or eight: 
pence for as much barley when k 
is not winnowed. They give it to 
horfes, becaufe they have no oars in 
Perfta ; but they have ftore olSpanijh 
wheat, which they drels before it is 
quite ripe, and fprlnkling it over with 
laltwatcr,cry)taboutThc ftrec is to fo If, 

The butter they ufe in their fauces, 
and in fovcral of their difoes, is ibid 
after the rate of five or fix Fhrins 
for twelve pounds, and their frefli 
butter, which is admirable, for foven 
or eight Flsrins^ 

The oil they ufe for the fameoi/ 
purpofe, is made of the feed of 

Kmsjaey 
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170+. Kiirtjtff, and is not very untikeont Theyoyorjryearalfo,fromTauru 170+; 
olive oil, except that it his a Wronger and Cctibin^ lend to thefcven 
fmcU with it. You have twelve or eight hundred hampers of Auri- 
pound of k for fifteen pence. They ftgmentum or Orpimfnt, which the 
have, however, another fort which Ferjtam call T^ermg, Thefc baskets, 
is berter, and eitrailed from the feed each of them, coniain one hundred 
which COfts as much again, and fifty or one hundred and fixty 
The i^A of Maiztt which, in pound weight, and a pound of it, 
the Eajt-Ifi^ies, they call Kajang, is according to iis degree of good- 
aUb of great ufe in fauces. Befldes ' *■ ^ *’ 

all this, Perja produces final I red 
and white beans, not unlike thofe 


ufi 

camtri 

dai^fir 

frttrg jV 

iur/a 


of Tarkiyi peas, white and grcyi 
fmall black benins for horfes, and 
green peas of the growth of Etfr^, 
Wood is very ’ ■ ‘ 


dear in this coun- 


nefi, is worth from three quarters 
of a crown to three half crowns. 

They ufe it much for painting in 
this country, and for leveral other 
purpofes. 1 think they alia fend it 
into Turiy, 

Per/ia moreover produces a pre-T^wiiv/ 


try, and fold by weight; they give cious drug, unknown to many peo-**f 
you but twelve pounds of it for ' 
four pence or five pence, and the 
fame it is with regard to coats. 

Whence it is they are obliged to 
make ufe of turf, made of camel’s 


pie even of the country itfelf. It is 
a kind of gum they call Mummy, 
which they find in che neighbour* 
hood of the city of Laer^ in cer¬ 
tain ruins or grotto's. It is foft and 


dung, cow dung, Iheep’s dung, horfe black as pitch, but fmells pleafanier, 
dung, and afs dung. The chief < ^ 
jirimmant of yulfa do fo as well 
as the reft, or elfe the fire would 
coft more than the vsdluals j where¬ 
as they give but thirty pence for 


and drops from the rock. That 
which affords the befi is locked and 
fcaled up, and none but the Gover- 
nour of Laert and fome other 
Grandees are allowed to go in and 


Rugcui. 


two hundred and twenty or two thou* collefl for the King i and they do 
fand and thirty pound weight of this npt get together above eight or ten 
turf. They ufe it more particularly ounces of it a year, fo that it is 
for heating of ovens, in which they a very great rarity. Thk gum is 
bake moft of their meats in this coun- adijjirablc for fraftured bones, and 
try, without trouble and at a fmall they allure you that let the human 
expence. The ufe they make of this body be bruikd and broken ever fo 
dung contributes much to (he clean- much, it reftores it In twenty four 
1 inefs of the highways, whence *they hours time. To this purpole they 
are careful to remove the .fifth as melt in, to the quantity of a pea, 
well for this purpofe as to* manure with butter in a fpoon, vrhich they 
their lands. They even apply hu- make the patient fwallow down, and 
man dung this way, then apply the fame quantity of ir, 

1 forgot to fpeak of the root of or a little more to the afilidted pan, 
Rugnas, which rhe Indiam call Stdi- or in proportion as the cafe requires, 
man~doJiyn, and which they find in and then they bind it about with 
the province of Sbtr-s.'m, and in the linen, and, ufe fplints, for a broken 
neighbourhood about the city of leg. They attribute the difeovery 
kauris. They trade greatly with it of this medicine to a hunter who 
to the ludtesy whither, one year had broke the leg of a flag, which 
with another, they fend three hun- nevcrthelefs got from him. The 
fired packs of it, each pack of about ftory relates, that the hunter return- 
one hundred and fifty or one hun- ing the next day to his fpori, flior, . 
drefi and fixty pound weight. The as he thought, at another flag, but 
Munjha, or twelve lighr pounds of w'as much furprized to find k was 
it, is commonly worth above twelve the fame, whofe leg he had broken 
Mamofdjes, which make about two the day before, and efpccially upon 
Riii-doifari or five Fieriuj. obferving the fradlurc was aim oft 

1 cured. 
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1704- cured. The rumour of this accU 
toviO dent fpreadtng round about» they 
attributed the fuddennefs of this 
cure to the vertue of this guni» 
the affair happening near the place 
where it drops. They made experi- 
nsents of it upon other wounds, and 
it failed not of exhibiting the fame 
effect j nor was there more defired 
to give ii a great reputation. 

In the country of l/irefien^ they 
find another fort of it, which prt^ 
duces much the fame effeft, but it 
Is three or four times as long in 
perfefting a cure. The difference 
between ihcfe two forts, is known 
by putting fome of each upon burn¬ 
ing coals; ibc fmokc of this laft has 
the fmcll of pitch, whereas the 


fmoke of the firft is much more J704, 
pleafant; but the beft proof is by 
breaking the leg of a fowl, and then 
applying it as direfted above; this 
is a proof that has been made fe- 
veral times. For the reft, as this 
mummy belongs wholly to the King, 
and as there is but little of it pro¬ 
duced , it is very difficult to 
get any of it, and efpccklly for 
money, Thofe, however, who have 
the charge of it, do lbmetimes fend 
fome of it privately as a prefen t to 
the htft minifters of ftate. That 
of LoreJUtn is not quite fo fcarce to 
be met with, I flatter my felf I have 
fbme of each fort; if I have not t 
am very much mlftaken. 




C H A P. XLVI. 

Defeription of Julfa. Drefs of the Armenians. Cufloms ob- 
ferved by the Armenians at births, marriages and funerals, 
*The education of their children and their manner of living. 
Of the Europeans that live there. Of foreign mtmjlers. 


T^HE town or fuburb of 
^ is divided into feveral pans, and 

particularly into the old and new 
colony. The old one, which they call 
inhabited by the piindpal 
rnerchantsj and they lay their ance- 
flors came thither frota fcveral parts, 
and even from the frontiers oiTuri^, 
in the reign of Abbai the great, and 
that this Prince affigned them cer¬ 
tain lands for their fupport. The 
Ga'j.rtt, the ancient followers of 
7jtrsaJler, fettled there Ukewife with 
fome ftrangers, we (ball fpeak of in 
the requel. 

New yulfa is higher up, and fub- 
into fcveral diftrifls, (i) 
that of Galf-rahatt or of Koets, in¬ 
habited by ftone-cuttcre, who work 
for buildings and tombs; (z) that 
of I'abriefe, full of weavers and ar¬ 
tificers in ftufls, among whom are 
fome Frencbmetti (3) that of Toeft 
VoL- I. 


or of 3 omJha-.bd£ty which belongs 
to the old colony, and is inhabit^ 
by merchants and artificers; (4) 
that of EriivaUy full of cotnoion 
people; (5, 6, and 7) are called 
Nagt-ffewaen^ Siac^a-bam and K/if. 
ketyUi thefe are Inhabited by the 
fame, and all thefe people are called 
after the diftridl they live in, with¬ 
out any other diftinflion. 

Old Julfa is much larger chan^^ 
all the other diftri^ put Together, and 
contains near two thoufand families, 
of which are ihofc of fome of the 
moft wealthy, and moft confider- 
rable merchants. 

They have their own Kalantaer 
orburgo-mafter, and their Betgcedan 
or chiefs of diftri£is, who are as 
judges to decide in all common caufes, 
but thofe of more importance arc 
referved for the King or the coun¬ 
cil of ftatc, and are afterward put 
Nun into 
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1704. into execution by the burgo-maftcr 
and chiefs of the diftri6:s. 

The old Jti/fa properly belongs to 
the King's grand-mother, whom they 
call a title they com¬ 

monly confer upon perfons of great 
power and condition; But all the 
other diflrids we have enumerated 
are under the NagaJt-haJIfi or chief 
of the King's painters. They have ne- 
vcrthelefs their particular chiefs, and 
they had formerly a burgo-tnafter. 

EailJitg The firft didrid of which 

/Jdifa, 15 the fouihward, conlifts of a large 
flreeit inhabited by Gtitbrnt tltat 
is, by thofc who have embraced 
Mobammedifm wUhin three years i 
ihcir wives, by ancient cuftom, go 
with the face bare. 1 never was 
able to get a thorough underi 
Aanding of what thefe people were 
till after my return from the India^ 
and therefore I {hall defer what I 
have farther to fay of them till that 
time. 

The principal buildings of Julfa 
arethechurches,[hechiefof which Is 
that of jlnna-baet or a/' the hijhitpj 
concerning which, we fltall declare 
ourfetves when we are to fpcak of 
the bapiifm of the cf ofs, The fecond, 
which has a fine dome, is that of 
Surpa-kroop or of St. James^ full of 
paintings, reprefenting facred {lories, 
like that of the blfhop; it has Ibme 
vacant places on the right-hand, 
and the women arc there divided 
from the men. The third, which 
is the largefl, is that of Surpon- 
iomafa, or of St. Thomas, It is long, 
and, on each Jide, fupported by three 
fquarc^ columns. This church has 
no paintings, and all the walls of 
it are white; the dome of it is very 
low, and you go up to the altar by 
three fleps on each fide, Bcfide 
ihcfc churches, there are eleven or 
twelve fmaller, and lefs adorned. 
There are alfb thirteen or fourteen 
in the new ynl/hf but they arc fmall, 
and not at all remarkable. 

The principal jirmemms have 
fome tolerably fine houfES in the 
The chief of them Is 
mat of whole great 

hall is all gih, painted with 
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flowers and other ornaments, and 17047 
has fevcral looking glades. 
cleling of it Is vaulted, and divided 
into four compartments, in the 
middle of each of which is a gotdea 
dar, intermixed with fbme colours, 
and the walls of it arecruded with 
marble to the heighth of two or three 
foot. At the two ends of this hall 
there are niches full of fedoons and 
foliages interwoven, of unfpcakablc 
beauty. Through the front-gate, 
which leads to thefe houfes, you 
come into a court, in the middle 
of which there is a fine round par¬ 
terre, and a court in the fame form 
behind the houfe, with a building a- 
part for the women, after the man¬ 
ner of the country. 

When 1 had examined iniowhar 
was curious and remarkable in thh 
houfe, the madcr of which enter* 
rained me very fplcndidly, I went 
10 fee that of the burgo-mader Hd* 

^a€i or Lucas^ which ! found to be 
as large as the former, but not ft> 
gaudy. From this, I went to t hat of 
before which there was 
a great garden} it is alfo very large 
and full offijie apartments. That of 
I^Jh.'e~Siiffraes hasalfo a laigc garden^ 
and all the waits of the houfe are paint¬ 
ed and full of figures as big as the 
life. Among others there is a Tur- 
kifls man and a Turkips woman, 
and fevcral other figures dreded after 
the Terfian and Spamjb manner, ac 
fome didanoe the one from the ci¬ 
ther. Upon the top of this houfe 
there Is a fine tetrad, whence 
you have the mod inchaniing pro- 
fpedl in the world, in which Kitig Ab¬ 
bas took a lingular pleafure in bis time. 

The houfe of Hodjhe-Agamaet is one 
of the lofciefl and bed adorned; 11 has 
a beautiful apartment next to the 
drect, with fine large windows, and 
the terrafs of it is charming. The 
hou fes of Tiodfiit- Ovaa/iiSy of Hsdjhe-^ 

Murfa^ and of fevcral others yield in 
nothing to thcle. Some of them have 
a elegant marble fountain with a wa¬ 
terfall In the fined apartment, or ac 
the entrance without. 

All thefe houfes are extremely 
neat and well kept ^ the rooms of dthwfn. 

them 
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170+. them are covered with fine carpets, 
^^■Vx^and full of cufhions of gold and 
iilver brocade. The front.gate of 
nioft of thc/e houfe ts very fmalfj 
to prevent the Ptrji&m from 
riding in on horleback, and partly to 
avoid any fliew of the magnificence 
within. ThechiefArcets arc adorned 
with fine lena’s, planted on each iidc. 

The drefs of the Armettiant dif- 
^^^■fersbut little from that of the P€r~ 

' except that they are not fo 
neat, nor are their turbants fo nice- 
Jy folded: befide that, they are not al¬ 
lowed to wear them of the Per^an 
mode any more than green flippers. 

As for the better fort of die Ar- 
mtw. menian women, they, like the Per- 
jian women, wear a half band up¬ 
on the fore-head, adorned with pre¬ 
cious ftoncs and pearls. Under this 
band th^ have a golden Chambara^ 
adorned in the fame manner, and two 
fingers broad, and down the cheeks 
they have a fcore of golden ducats, 
and other ornaments, enriched with 
pearl, which comes underneath the 
chin, and the lower part of their 
face, quite to the nofe, is covered 
wj rh a veil, faAcned behind the head. 
Befide this, they wear another veil 
about the neck, the ends of which 
a re embroidered wi th gold a nd fil ver, 
and this is alfo faftened behind the 
head, and thefe two veils are never 
taken off. They have a third em¬ 
broidered, which covers their neck, 
and goes over the two others j this 
alfo IS fattened upon ilie head and 
falls down to the bottom of their 
upper garment, which is common¬ 
ly of gold brocade, and lined with 
fables. The garment they wear un¬ 
der this is of a flowered fluff, 
and (hey have a third which docs 
not fall below the knee. Their 
fhift is of embroidered tafleta, or 
fome other rich fluff, and a little 
fhorter than their upper gar. 
ment. Under this they wear drawers 
of a fine flriped faitin, buskins or 
boots after the Pafian mode, and 
flippers either yellow or red, for 
green they arc no more allowed 
to wear than the men. The 
girdle is made of thin plates of gold 
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or filver chafed, and is four or five 1^04. 
fingers broad, and under this 
have a filkcn one with a buckle i for 
the reft Ibme of them let them 
with precious ftones. They have 
commonly two or three gold chains 
about the neck, by one of which 
hang ftnall boxes of perfumes, and 
ducats by the reft. Thefe chains 
they wear with the addition of a 
coral necklace, to every third bead 
of which they hang either a Angle 
or a double ducat. They wear al- 
fo golden bracelets, and have their 
fingers laden with rings, Inftcad of 
the furred gown, they, in furamer, 
wear another garment, fhorter and 
without fleeves, which does not fall 
down below the knee. You have 
this drefs reprefented in number 101, 

The maids drefs nearly after the 
maimer of the married women, ex-v^^L^ 
ccpiing with regard to die hc^di 
likewife the veil which covers a part of 
the face, and the other which covers 
the ncckand breaft; fo that they wear 
none bur that which the women 
have about the neck. For the reflr, 
they wear a band, or rather a dia¬ 
dem, upon the forehead, embroider¬ 
ed with gold and filver and inriched 
with pearls. In fhort, when the 
Armman women appear abroad, 
they differ in nothing from the Per-^ 
ftan^ except that they are obliged to 
cover their faces, with their deaths 
which they hold in the right band, 
to prevent their being fecn. 

But it is now high time to pro¬ 
ceed to the cuflom or ceremonies 
obfen-ed by thefe people at births, 
marriages, and funerals. 

When (he, have a child born a-c,A«., 
niong^ fhenij ibtlr firft care Is 
give it a god-father, and at the 
end of feme days, a woman carries 
this child to church that it may be 
baptized ; flic delivers it into the 
hands of the prieft, who dips it three 
times, naked, into a bucket of wa¬ 
ter, which ferves them for a font; 
the priefl all the while pronouncing 
a certain form of words, as the 
cuflom is with us. He then anoints 
the child with holy oil, upon the 
head firft, then upon the mouth, the 

breaft, 
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T704. bread, the neck, the hands and feet j 
after which he wraps it up in its 
cloathe, and carries it up to the altar, 
where he crams the lacramcnt in¬ 
to its mouth. This done he puts 
it upon the arms of the god*father, 
who covers it with a fluff, he pre- 
ferns it j after all this they return, 
preceded by fome priefts, who have 
a crofe in one hand and a taper in 
the other, and ffnging the Gof^l to 
the found of fome inftruments. The 
godfather, in this manner, follows 
them to the houfe of tlie child's pa¬ 
rents, holding alfo two lighted ta¬ 
pers in his hands, and having de¬ 
livered up the child to its mother, 
he diverts himfclf the reft of the day 
with the friends and relations. For 
the reft, they have here commonly 
the fame godfather, for their chil¬ 
dren, and when a child happens to 
be born a little before Eajhr^ or 
the feffival of baptizing the crofs, 
they are obliged to have it bap¬ 
tized upon that fame day. It muft 
here alfo be obfcrvcd, that neither 
this godfather, nor any of his near 
relations, can marry with any of tJiofc 
of the child to the third or fourth 
degree of coniaogiunity. And even 
when it happens that a girl and a 
hoy of different families have been 
reprefented by the fame godfather, 
they may not marry together. 
jdBTTta^ Their marriages have lometbing 
enough in them j the parties do 
not go through a courtfhip as elfe- 
where: The parents on each fide 
imke the whole agreement among 
thcmlielvcSj and draw up the marriage 
con^ai^ Upon the wedding day 
the bridegroom fends for mufic, and 
invites fome friends to his houfe, 
and they put a taper into the 
hand of thofe fo invited. In the 
midft of this appear a group of 
young girls, who dance in die 
ftrecis CO the found of drums 
and hautboys, and are follow¬ 
ed by women laden with wear- 
m apparel and Jewels. Thefe 
girls when they are got to the 
bridegroom's habitation, fallen 
a Crofi of green fattin upon his 
I 3ud the mtii and^ ihc wumcn 
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retire i nto feparate apartments, where 1704:. 
they are entertained with conferves, 
and choice liquors. Then they bring 
the cloaihs of the bride and bride¬ 
groom in two baskets, with fome 
trifles to be prefented to the young 
people who affift ac the wedding; 
and the priefts perform certain ce¬ 
remonies by way of bleffing this 
apparel, which when done the in¬ 
tended couple put them on. The 
bridegroom being thus dreffed, 
goes with fome of his friends, and 
two or three of his relations, to the 
apartment of his fpoufe that is to 
be, where he is received and com¬ 
plimented by his father, or brother, 
or neareft of his relauonit, who 
gives him fome exhortations, and 
wiflies him all forts of joy andhappt- 
nds. The young girls, formerly 
mentioned, then faften another cr06 
of red fattin, upon the firft, and the 
women bring him a handkerchief, 
which they give him to hold by 
one corner, and the bride by the 
other. The bride Is now covered 
with a fine embroidered veil, thro' 
which, however, you may fee her 
cloths, and her face is covered 
with a red taflity, which hanga 
down to her feet; and thus ffie fm.- 
lows her husband accompanied by 
feveral women veiled, while he is 
preceded by all the men, and thus 
they go to church, with each a 
lighted taper in hand. As fooa as 
they are got thither, the relations 
ta^ the handkerchief from the 
bridegroom, and then go each to 
his place. As fbon as mais is 
begun the confefibrs appear, and 
confefe the young couple, who then 
go up to the altar, where the prieft 
asks the man, if he will have the 
woman offered to him to be his wife, 
and if he will honour and cherilh 
her, whatever may happen to her 
for the lime to come, whether £hc 
be taken blind, or bfe the ufe of 
her limbs, or whether fhe be affiidl- 
ed by any other accident of the kind ? 

The man anfwertng in the affirma¬ 
tive, the prieft asks the woman the 
fame queftion, Ihe anfwering in the 
fame manner, the prieft firft joins 
^ their 
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170+. their hands, and rhen their heads 
which a brideman keeps together 
with an handkerchief, and then he 
covers them with a crofs. In the 
mean time they read over the ofiice 
for the occahon, and fay the 
ufuai prayers; thentheprieft takes 
the crofs from off them, and ad- 
mtnillers to them the facramenc of 
the altar, and every one returns to 
his place. When mafs is over, they 
go out of the church; the priefta 
walk before the new married couple, 
to the found of drums, hautboys and 
the like, the couple continuing to 
have [he handkerchief, already men¬ 
tioned, about their necks, and being 
followed by all their friends. At the 
bridgegroom’s door, they meet with 
a great bafon full of fherbet, with 
which they entertain the priefts and 
all chat are invited, whom they per¬ 
fume with rofe-watcr, which they 
take out of a filvcr pot. Then they 
conduct the men and the women to 
two oppofite apartments, in expefta- 
(ion ol dinner, which being ready, 
they fit about it, the women ftill 
apart from the men. This dinner 
is placed upon a large carpet fpread 
upon the ground, upon wWh they 
fit after the manner of the Orienfais. 
They firft ferve upconierves, with all 
forts of liquors, and then the meats. 

But we muA not forget that when 
the bride and bridegroom have re¬ 
ceived the facrament at their mar¬ 
riage, they keep them feparaced for 
three or four days ; but when they 
havenot, they condudthem that fame 
night to the bridal chamber, where, 
having perfumed them with rofe-wa- 
ler, they leave them to themfclves. 

Some days after the weddin? 

been promifed for her dower, which 
commonly condAs of apparel, of 
gold, diver and Jewels, in propor¬ 
tion CO the means and condition of her 
Friends. Thereto they alfb add 
fweatmeats and fniir, and the whole 
is brought in fine wooden pails, to 
the found of feveral indrumems, as 
has already been obferved with re- 
. gard to the Ftrfmm. This, how¬ 
ever, is fomedmes deferred till the 
, VoL. I. 
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birth of the fird child, and then (hey 1704. 
add a cradle and every thing clfc^/N; 
ncce da ry for the in fan r. The co uple 
alfo, fometimes, go to church on 
horfeback, and return in the fame 
manner; they even marry them in 
private upon certain occafions, and 
in the night, in the prefence of a 
final I number of relations. 

Butofallchat is pra£lircd among ^ 
the Armeniam, nothingfeemed more;- 
extraordinary to me, than their 
cuftoin of marrying their children 
in their mo A tender years, fo that 
there are but few that have not been 
married at the age of ten or twelve 
years. They betroth them even when 
they are not above a year old, and 
freijuently while they are as yet in 
their mother's womb. The reafon 
they give for this is, that when 
girls are unmarried they are, ^ 
danger of being taken away 
Jocked up in the Seraglio, a mi< l 
fortune they hope to avert by this 
way of marriage, tho' there are not 
wanting inftances to prove that this 
rule is not without exception. 

As I have alr^dy made mention 
of the ceremonies they obferve atot/wf; 
their funerals, in the account I for-"*^' 
mcriy gave of my voyage upon tlie 
I have here only to add, chat 
the women are prefent upon thefe 
occafions as well as the men, and 
that the priefts and deacons fing 
hymns and other funeral chaunts by 
the way. Four perlbns carry the 
body upon a bier, and they have 
ibmetimes eight or more to relieve 
each other by turns, when they ha ve 
far to go, Thefe hearers arc always 
of the common people. They put 
the body Into the ground without 
any coffin, with the head raifed a 
little up, and the prkft throws three 
times earth upon it in the form of 
a crofe. 

When they return from the fu¬ 
neral, the company goes to the houfe 
of the deceafed, and are there en¬ 
tertained both at dinner and fupper. 

The fame ceremony is continu¬ 
ed for forty days together, with 
regard to two priefts and two dea¬ 
cons, who every morning go to 
O o 0 the 
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the grave of the deccafed, and read 
over It certain portions of the Gofpe], 
and fing fome verfes of the PJhimi ^ 
Barjid: They are paid for this, and 
have commonJy ten pnee a time} fo 
that funerals are very expenfiTe 
mong theie pople. 

Tho’ the ATmtmani are very fupr- 
Aidous in exterior things, they are 
almoA quite carelefs of fuch as 
are more folid, and which they ought 
to have more at hearr, and erpecidly 
for what concerns the education of 
iheir children, who are oftentimes 
men before they can fay the Laris 
Prayer ; nor is this to wondered 
sr, feeing they are roamed fo very 
young, that they have frequently 
children before they ihemfelves are 
well out of the Aate of childhood, 
So that they are fb taken up with 
family affairs when they come to 
an age when they might be fit to 
leam fome thing, that it is impoAible 
they fhould make a propr ufe of it. 
In a word, there is no likelihood that 
a mother, who has never been taught 
any thing hcrfclf, fhould be able to 
inftruft her children in any thing. 
And indeed the women are deflituce 


both of wit and genius, and entire) 
void of all charms; this is an obfei 
vaiion I had made, and particular! 
at funerals, where there arc fome 
times two or three thoufand of ther 
together, and who look likefo man 
aged matrons, paft all their blooc 
and beauty, however young the 
may be. This is fb much th 
ftranger as they have every day be 
fore their eyes the Perjiart womec 
who are well fhaped, beautiful ani 
agreeable, with a noble gate, and ; 
charming air in every thing they d 
and every thing they have upi 
them, which appears even in thi 
manner wherewith they adjuft th' 
white vci! that covers them. No 
are the ^urh and the Greeks lei 
taking in their air and all tlieir mo 
tions; while, on the contrary, rh( 
-^aiertian women arequitedifagree 
able and difguft you. The liner 
with which they hide themouih,con 
tributes not a little to this, am 
•n>l «5 ihnr cheeks fwell; „or to fa] 
tdat they are generally fmall of fta. 


lure, and clumiy of make. When 1704. 
you meet them in yulfd, they always 
turn the back upon you, a piece 
rudentfs the Mohammedans are neverL«L 
guilty of, and they are to the full as 
unmannerly in company with their 
neareft relations, when they offer 
them a giafi of wine, which, turn¬ 
ing themfelves to the wall, they 
never fail to lofs off, let the fize of 
the glafs be what it will. Froni 
the care they take to hide themfcives 
from the eyes of men, it might 
be imagined that they are invincibly 
chafte, and moft rigidly vertu- 
ous; but he chat fhould conclude 
thus would be moff cgregioufly 
miAaken; for there are a number 
of them who proftiiute themfcives 
for money, and who, difguifing 
themielves as men, go on horfe- 
back with their mothers to Ifpaban^ 
where they drive on a little trade, 
while the poor husband thinks them 

f jroof again A all temptation, on- 
y becaufe they never unveil them - 
Iclves; but men were not thus 
to be deceived in ancient times j for 
Judab took L'amar to be a proAi- 
nite, becaufe Aic was covered with 
a veil. 

The men for their part, think ofjj*^ 
nothing but heaping up money, aodwmffl*^ 
how to make it turn to 
when they have got it; their wholemenaM, 
Audy is fo bent upon this, that they 
are unmindful both of the other du¬ 
ties of life, and of what paAes in 
the world. And yet they cry up 
Per Ha above all the other countries 
under the fun, and imagine it to be 
the fource of all arts and feiences, tho* 
they are as little able to judge of the 
matter as a blind man is of colours^ 
for tho’ they continually travel in 
£&r^, and carry on a great trade 
there, they never give themfcives 
the trouble to examine into what is 
curious and remarkable there; nor, 
indeed, would they Air a Aep our 
of their way, or be a C the lea A cx- 
pnee whatfbever, to fee what is fine 
even in their own country. They 
know nothing but what they have 
Iward from others, and I took no¬ 
tice that thofc who travelled with 

me, 
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J 704, me* took no n 01 ice of wha c I inq u i red 
into with fo much care. For this 
reafon when I had a point of curioft- 
lyio iaiisfy, I always had recourfe 
10 Grangers and the efficacy of my 
money, and had nothing to do with 
the but in the Bazsfs^ 

where they trade j for all manner of 
things, out of the common courie 
of their buHnefi, are above the reach 
of their underflanding, which h 
altogether uncultivated* As foon 
as they have learned to read and to 
write, their mafters, who live at 
ffiJid them about, and when 
they go to, or come from 
they commonly ride double upon 
^ jiorfe, a mule, or an afs, which 
is to be feed in no other country. 

When they trade with the Pfr- 
ftatUi upon their market days, in 
their little fliops, in. the city, where 
llwy fell cloth by the yard, they dare 
not drink wine, or any other ftrong 
liquor for fear they fhouJd be fmeltj 
lb that they groan under a more 
heavy ilavery than even that of the 

And this 

flavery fo preffes them more and 
viMftr- more every day by frequent ad- 
dicions of weight, that it is to be 
feared they may one day or other be 
ftripc of ail their privileges, if they 
do not embrace the errors of Moham- 
this misfortune in 
their htuation muft, in part, be im- 
puted to the difputes which rage a- 
mong [hem, not only between fe- 
vcral of the Bilhops and the two 
Patriarchs* but even Eretween the 
two Patriarchs themfelves, who can¬ 
not agree together upon points ofdifei- 
pline and other particulars. Nor do the 
Per^am neglea to make the moft 
of thefe their differences, or to filh 
in ihele troubled waters, by fum- 
moning them to appear before them, 
and overwhelming them with im- 
politions, two inftances of which hap¬ 
pened while I was in Pttfm ; whereas 
ifdifcord did not inflame and divide 
them againfl each other, they might 
do great things, fince they are in 
no want of money, which com¬ 
mands all thWs in this country j 
but it is impoffible to exprefs the 
natural bent they have to difagree 


with each other i a judgment, how- 1704, 
ever, may be formed of it by an exam - 
pie I wasa witnefs to. Twobrothers 
had had a dilpute together upon 
fonie tranfadlion in trade, svhich is 
in a manner the foul of an Arrne- 
fitan i they failed not to go 10 law 
together, and the eldeft, who was 
m poffcffioji of what was difpuicd, 
and able to make large preiencs 
the judges, failed not to gain 
over to him j and being blind, he, "* 
one day, faid he was heartily glad 
he had loft hU light, that he might 
not have the vexation of feeing his 
brother, and that he Ihould not be 
forry to be taken deaf as well as blind, 
that he might never hear of him a- 
gain I a raonftrous efledt of hatred I 
His brother who had married in 
Prance^ where he had left his wife, 
and whence he had brought two little 
girls he had by her, came every day 
to our director, to implore his protec¬ 
tion againft the injuftice of his bro¬ 
ther, who wanted to have him feiz- 
cd by the Mohammedan judges* as be 
had fer ved him once before, and from 
whole clutches he could not be free 
but by a found baftonading, 

Many of the chief of them haveAfc,^ Ar* 
already renounced their Saviour, and n’®™*"* 
abjured the Chriftian Faith, for 
lake Mohammedifm^ and particu-/M*/*4f/i. 
larly with a view to enrich ihcm- 
fclves, and to amafs great fortunes. 

One of thefe renegadoes, who had 
been upon the pilgrimage to Mecea^ 
to vilit the tomb of Mohammed^ retur¬ 
ned from thence while I was at IJpa- 
bau J moft of the Armeniafts went 
out to meet and pay him a thou- 
fajvd compliments i whereas not a 
foul g(xs out to welcome the Chri¬ 
ftian pilgrims that come from yeru~ 
faleim no bodycareffes them. 

The authority of the Mdoamme- * 
aani is 10 great in this couotiy, thatifri# Mo* 
two Portuguefe Monks were obliged 
to embrace Mobammedipm^ the one 
the year 1691, and the other in the 
year 1696. The firft, whofe name 
was EmatiuA, affumed that of Hujein 
Ce/fehei,OT the Cave of the 

other, whofe name was Anthony^ was 
called or theilaveof.4/j. 

3 ■ The 
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1704. The convcm of ihefe Tortitguft 
*^'^^farhers is in chc city, and 1$ a fine 
a large buildings well ilored 
With apartments; but there is but 
one of them ihere now^ namely fa¬ 
ther Antonis Defiero^ whom we had 
occafion ro mention formerly* 
Cefii'MMi, There are alfo two French capu¬ 
chins, whofc convent is likewifc in 
the city* 

Carmiiim. Carmelitet alfo have a fine 

convent there, and a large garden; 
bur there is now only otic of them, 
who is, by nation, a Pole, There 
ate however two others, either 
French or DaniJIij who came from 
Itaiyi and live in a little houfe they 
Jffmn. have in yulfn^ where four jefuits 
have built them a pretty chapel 
after the Italian manner, by the 
fide of which they have a very 
fine hotiie with a beau tiful well>kept 
Dtmiai- garden, Bcllde thefe there are 
three Dcmmcantf who have lately 
built them a new chapel. 

There are lev era i other Eurepearts 
at Jnlfat moft of them French^ and 
three of Genevdy one of whom is 
a goldlmith, and the others are 
watchmakers j Ihcir namesarei^/ffn/r^ 
Je Finot and Batar^ and two phy- 
ficians, the one a Frenchman called 
J&rmety and a Greek born at Smyrna, 
They are all of them, except Finoty 
married to Armenians of low birth, 
fo that they have much ado to live; 
for there is no bufinefs here 
for ftrangers, as has already been 
obferved. Moreover, the Perftans 
have able phyficians and tolerable 
mathematicians among themfclves; 
but they know nothing of lurgery, 
nor make any account of foreign 
furgeons. Nor indeed have they 
any great regard for thofe in the 
ierviccof the King, whole allowances 
arc paid them in bills upon other 
cities, which they arc obliged fomc- 
limcs to dilcount at a third, and 
fometimes at an half lofs. 

For ihc reft, k is impoflibic to 
expert an advaurageous match with 
any woman here, feeing there is 
hardly one example of an European 
J^arried into a rich or a confider- 
ablc family. Nor are they {boner 


married than they conform to the 1704* 
cufloms and manners of their wi ves, 
whom they fhew to none of their 
countrymen; but to fay the truth 
of the matter, this change is chiefly 
fecn among the French 1 for ihe 
EngUfs and Dutch adhere to the 
pradlices of their fathers. A fignal 
example I fawof this in yit,Kaftekm 
our direclor, whofe wife, a Lady of 
birth and merit, was efleemcd by 
every body, and regretted by all. 

She appeared always, with her daugh¬ 
ter of ten years old, at her husband’s 
cable, which was open to all the 
Eurc^atss ; but whenever he went 
to vifir thofe in fttlfa^ their wives 
were not to be feen. And upon 
the whole they retain nothing of 
their country bur the language. 

It is not fo with the Grangers who 
relide at ConJlantim^Uy Smyrnay and 
other places under the dominion *of 
the Furky where the Greek women 
they marry , make no difficulty 
to fubmit to the cuHoms and 


manners of their husbands, or to 
conforin to their religion, in which 
they train up their children; where¬ 
as thofe of the Armenian women 
wc have been fpeaking of, follow 
the religion of their mothers, 

I am not ignorant that I mighf „ . 
be here confronted witlt the example^^^?* 
of the famous traveller P/rfn? </?//<? Valle. 
Faihy a Roman Gentleman, who 
married at BagJat j but befide that 
love is apt to triumph over prudence, 
one ffngle example can never be ex¬ 
hibited as a rule. For the reft, I 
hope I may be here allowed to flop 
my band, with regard to this ad¬ 
venture and this marriage, which 
was tranfadted in the fame convent 
where I lodged in my return from 
the Imiiesy that 1 may not be under 
a necefliiy of hurting the reputa¬ 
tion of that llluftrious Romany who 
hp left us fuch fine remains be¬ 
hind him. 

Nor have the Armenians n- yjr 
lOTvc betn very re&dy to embface Ckor- 
Mohammtdifm the Georgians have®*^' 
trod in the fame path, the great 
among them as well as the finall, 
as may be feen by daily exam- 
3 yksi 






sa. --, -^r — CT -, 

_?.'|J ^ ^ fl 4 4 - i i,' t-« #1 * ' * 2 


!??! 


I J 


i 




y^'^V^m-Hr-- •■ ■ ■ 







i. ^ " 




y* .J. ’*11 is 




,., -,,y; 













4 


* 



I 


I 


1 
























































































y 















MOTJTA&NEfi 


KO££OFFA. 


,_-i1ie. 

*■ *?■ * k ’ ■ 



























































































































'-V 


i 









i 





























I 

> 11 r H| ^ 


f 



.■it_v^ - i ~ ■ - y iSM .'■ - ^ ’ „, 

l!r TIT “ -. - ■^*rr— 

*^ ■- ■ ♦JC?’ ••* .f^€ . ■ 

:a'- ■ :’4 C*‘L^ 

^ 4 ,^ ' 


>' - ^ 

- - ■ r •-.'jj'^'-’T^i- 

.IV* 

y ? .,i-.■ ' I I -‘if^ 

•In ..’ ' _4 ac 




-2rJ^ ?-■ 
^ ^ ■' 1*' 




- -.►*■ 








^ ^ ^ -:■': M; 4 .,■ - 

4 •> 


' i.\ 

^ .W a ' 




4 ;a ‘. .t:^- 
^Lxv-'V •■< 


“4 ■’ 


"^ 3 * V. 


‘ V ■ ' r.:. ’ 



K :'■ ■ . 





-' - ‘ T? '•' ■' -1-^- ■ • 

A'%*' -1 





V-^' 































































































CORNELIUS I, E BRUY 


N. 


^ 7 ^ 4 ’ foldiers* agaiiiH whom they would 
been put to it to defend them- 
Jelves* BeGde all this, they fup- 
poned the dignity of his charafter 
by a great magnihcence,and by a con- 
Itancy proof againft all obftacles, 
arucles abfolutcly oecelTary in fo 
haughty and difdiioful a nation. 
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And indeed they paid fuch regard tyox 
to him that they never failed to 
make room for him wherever he 
appeared; and even the King and 
ihe court cftcemed him as much as 
me Eanpeam, and they liifl honour 
hjs memory. 




C HA P. XLVni. 

£>ma of tie En^m yfgem. HU Funeral. Preparations 
fo, tie marriage of the little Prinefs, his Majefl/s daugh- 

\J ^‘‘™ng of the Armenians. Ancient Fortrelr 
Mean ain of Sagte-Ruftan. 


fttfian 


T he Ftrftam at this time lo- 
lemniBed the feall of Baba- 
that is, f ihe imimdble 
Jatber nj the dtvine fervhe, a title 
they confer upon one oi their faints, 
who was put to death by A 

lutle after this, there was another 
Affrtjg in the neighbourhood of the 
royal palace, with orders for all 
who lived within the limits of it 
to go out of (heir houfes, and the 
The fame thing 
hapi^ned again two days afterward; 

t,*^ r i!r^ having a mind to recreate 
iiimfelf with his concubines with¬ 
out the walls of the palace. The 
mufic of [his was heard in the even- 
and plaid all night, and the 
J^xt day m the fetting of the fun, 
becaufe the feftwal of Mdiammed 
was to be celebrated upon the 
Pvcentietb, 

aS/ . Mr.OKm. 

»nipaoy-s Agent, died, 
m the fortieth year of his age. 
He was a man of worth and ho¬ 
nour, and very much efleemed by 
every Wy, The next day, wc paid 
nim^ rhe lad honours, atjd he was 
earned to the place where they 
bury all rhe Chriftians, in tlic man¬ 
ner following. 

Our direftor’s deputy (the direc¬ 
tor hi mfeif was ill of the goui) 
Vox* 1. ^ 


Tf to thehoufe 

of tile deccafed, with all our dircc- 

^ fourteen horfes, 

among which there were two which 

wc led, covered with black cloth, 
and preceded by a trumpet and thir¬ 
teen runners. FJrft, before the 
b^y appeared the deceafed's ma- 
fter of the horfe, with the interpre¬ 
ter and fome others, followed by 
three led horfes covered with black 
ciorh, and wnh plumes of wliite 
featbersupon their heads; then four¬ 
teen perJons on horfeback, attended 
by ten or twelve fervants on foot, 
and a trumpet before the led horfes 
after which appeared chofe of our 
direftor, and then the body co- 

in™ “ ^ 

^ ^ bicr, and carried by four 

perJons. who were, from rime to 
relieved, becaufe of the length 
of the way. ® 

The decealed’s deputy followed , 
next after the body, attended by ours, 

"‘"’l f "^t^ber of 

which f was; and like wife by father 

AntmoDefliero, the Reddent for the 
Crown of 

Arimm^n merchants of Julfgg 
diis order we proceeded through the 
CW-W „cl. Wiih a kill 
white filk <,«r the ftoulder. kno.' 

'^‘1 1 ted 
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1704, ced at bottom, and hanging down 
to the ground, which had been gi¬ 
ven at the houfe of the deceaf^, 
with another fcarf of white gaufe 
about the hat, and which tbofe who 
had no hats w'ore about their mid¬ 
dle. The proceiHon confiftcd of 
forty perfons on horfeback, and 
thirty lervants on foot. The French 
waited for us at the burial ground 
with fome monks, and the body 
w'as committed to the earth at fe- 
ven of the clock j when the Eng- 
hjh company’s deputy read over the 
funeral fervice, after the manner of 
his country, and then every one tak¬ 
ing an handful of earth threw it 
into the grave, which was after¬ 
ward filled up by the diggers. This 
done we returned in the fame order 
wc c^me, and were entertained at 
dinner at the deceafed's houfe, where 
they prefented fcarves like ours to 
ihofe who came back with us. They 
ient one alk? to our dire&ofj and 
having been very well entertained 
every body withdrew. 

Some days after this, I faw all 
bazars adorned with little bands 
of paper of all forts of colours, 
tinfcl, many fmall figures, and other 
little trifles. In the evening they 
illumbatcd all the fhops with little 
lamps, and the burghers in feveral 
places appeared under arms. This 
was upon account of the marriage 
of a young Princefs, the King’s 
daughter, who was but three years 
old, with the graodfon of his Ma- 
jefty’s aunt, who was but five years 
old, and thefe rejoicings were upon 
the conducting this young Pripcefs 
to the palace of this Lady, where 
flic was to be brought up. This is 
perhaps the only eitample of a mar¬ 
riage of the kind, between fuch 
young children, among the Fer/fam, 
tho’ the fame be common enough 
among the j^rmeniuns. This Prin¬ 
cefs his Majefty^s aunt, and fifler to 
the King his father, is called 'L^nah- 
and had been married to 
the foil of Solin/t Galh'e/n^ a con¬ 
fident of Ahhat the fecond’s. 

fMjit/itt Lpon the t'ucentyJeccfid of Aiigu/i^ 
1 went to yul/a, where 1 ftaid till 


V E L S o! 

the/ccen/'y a day upon wliich 1704. 
the Armeniam celebrate the feafl 
Soerpgsetii or of the crofs, in com¬ 
memoration of [hccfofs of Chrlfl,dif- 
covered upon mount Cahary by 
faint Heien^ the ntother of Conjian- 
ime the Emperor. 

In order to this, their wives go 
two or three hours before day to 
the burying ground, where they 
inierr the Chrtfiians, and thither 
they carry wood, coal, tapers, and 
incenfe. When they are got to this 
place they kindle fires by the tombs 
of their relations or friends, and upon 
thofe combs they place burning ta¬ 
pers, and continually throw' incenfe 
into the fire, making great lamen¬ 
tations, and add refling themfelves to 
the dead that refl there, with more 
or lefs vehemence, according as they 
are more or lefs affefted with for row. 

They even throw themlblvcs upon 
thefe tombs, which they embrace, 
and bathe them with their tears; 
and perfons of die better fort light 
up even five or fiic large tapers, 
and cryand bellow enough to frighten 
one. As I was defirous to be pre- 
fent at this folemnity, I went to the 
burying-ground two hours before 
it was day, with the fon of our in¬ 
terpreter, wiili whom 1 lodged. I 
was furprifed at the fsghc of thefe 
tombs, and of many objodis that of¬ 
fered themfelves to my fight v and 
when I was at fome dlftance, the 
whole appeared to me tike the ruins 
of a town chat had been burnt, and 
where thofe who liad efcaped the 
flames, were come in the dark nigbc 
with lights to look for their friends 
and relations, and the fragments of 
thei r weal th, a t the fame tl me weep¬ 
ing and bewailing their hard fate. 

Tho' the husbands flay at home 
while their wives arc performing 
this fcFvice abroad, there arc fbme 
men however to be I’een, and priefls 
who pray for thofe who pay them 
for it 1 Ibme give them five pence, 
others ten, and the better fort twenty i 
and being d re fled In black they make 
an odd kind of a figure among fuch 
numbers of women in white. The 
number of women who thus referc 
j to 
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1704* tothcfc rombs commonly ainounrs to 
three thoufand, and the number of lit¬ 
tle fires they light up, and rhe incenfe 
they continually iced them with, 
raiics a iinoke which /preads Quite 
to Ifpahan. Tho'thisfolemnitywas 
in the night, f nevertheless traced out 
a representation of it in the belf manner 
I could, taking my Hand by the tomb 
of our direaor's wife, with my 
face turned to the city j you have 
it in number 102. It lafted itlJ 
about two in the morning. As 1 
returned, I found the ways crowded 
with people, and met with feveral 
women who were going back a- 
gain to the tombs. When the fun 
was up, the common people rc^ 
ibried to the lame place, but it was 
only to fmoke and divert thetn- 
fclves. 

Upon the lafi ef ih^ month I 
went in the evening to our diredor's, 
in order to go that night with his de¬ 
puty to the mountain of Koejbffa, 
where there are the ruins of an an¬ 
cient fortrefs. We fee out at four in 
the morning, and at Seven reached a 
part of this fame mountain, where 
we were obliged to alight, be- 
caufe our horles could carry us no 
farther. My companion, who was 
no very good walker, left me there, 
and went 10 wait for me at the 
Chriftian burying ground. At eight 
of the clock 1 went up the moun¬ 
tain, attended by a huntfman and 
a ftrvant, provided with fire-arms, 
and at ten we came to an old gatc- 
way, by the fide of which were 
the ruins of a wall, which former¬ 
ly extended to the northward ^utte 
to the foot of the mountain in the 
place where it is fteepefti this gate 
was much more worn away on the 
left hand than the right, you have 
it reprefented in number 103, A 
quarter of a league from hence we 
met with the remains of another 
building, deftroyed to the very foun¬ 
dations, tho* they pretend it to have 
been a liable. I"rom thence are 
difeovered feveral fragments of an 
old wall, which extended far to 
the fouthward upon the top of 
the hill I from eaft to well, and to 



the northward toward the city 
which is not far off. It might e- 
veu have palled for a fbrtrefs with¬ 
out the aflillancc of arr, being very 
ficep from top to bottom, and in¬ 
deed it never had any wall on that 
fide. About eleven of the clock 
we with great difficulty got to the 
top of the mountain, where you 
have the roins of a building, which 
has been twenty eigh r paces in length, 
tho' but little or nothing of it be 
now left. The wall of it was full 
lour foot thick, and is ftill pretty 
lofty in fome places, where within- 
fide are the remains of arcades. The 
top of this mountain alfo is but 
twenty eight paces broad from north 
TO Ibufh, and fixty four in length 
from call to weft, and goes Hoping 
away to thceaftward. FortherclC 
it extends in length to the fouth- 
whence you may 
Hill lee the ancient walls of the 
fortrefs which was there formerly, 
as they appear to the northward’ 
in number J04. I cook a draught 
of all this with all the care I could 
becaufe they will have it that Daria) 
was in this fortrefs when Mexander 
attacked his army the fecond time 
in the plain. ^1 went down thither 
about noon, and there to the Ibuth- 
ward drew the outward ruins that 
remain of this building, where are 
ftill to be feen two half rounds in 
the form of cowers. Upon the rock 
alfo you fee the place where this 
fortrefs was begun, as may vifibly 
be feen in number 105. The humf- 
man, who was my guide, would 
have gone down on the north fide, 
becaule ic was the fhorEcft way^ and 
<iJa all he could to perfuade me to 
follow hinii but the rock leemed 
me to be fo much upon the 


1704. 


to 

-..... -- - - v-^p-u+l 4.iJ^ 

precipice, that I had not the courage 
10 venture my fclf, for fear of break¬ 
ing my bones. However I could 
not prevent the other fervani from 
following him, which he liad foon 
caufe to repent him ofj for f had 
fcarcc loft fight of them, when I 
ficard the laft call out to me to cake 
care how I came down after them. 
He had flopped, not being able to 

follow 


r' 
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170+* follow his companion, and could 
now neither get up nor down. 1 
encouraged him 10 endeavour to gee 
' up again by laying fall hold on the 
rock; for he had now no other 
chance, and he had the good luck 
' to fuccced, while the other went 
down like a cat. For my part I 
was obliged to take a round-about 
fweep of two leagues to the eaft- 
ward, between the mountains, fo 
that it was paft three of the clock 
when I reached the Chridlan bury- 
ing-ground, where my friend waited 
for US with our horfes. After 1 had 
reilcd and refrefhed my felf a little, 
we returned back to the city, with 
deJign, the next day, to vifii the reft 
of the antiquities near us, beiog 
determined to go from hence to¬ 
ward the latter end of this month. 

We went early in the morning to 
the mountain of ^agie-RuJ^an, a 


league and a half from the city, and 1704. 
upon the top of it we met with vVnj 
the ruins of a certain building, 
founded by a warrior, of whom they 
relate wonders. Beneath this moun-> 
tain there is a gror, in which there 
arc two or three fprings, whole 
water continually drops from the top 
of the rock. Every year, in the be¬ 
ginning of the month of Aprtl^ a 
great number of the called 

Bmianif repair hither 10 celebrate 
a feftival, in honour of a certain 
herniic, who for a long time took 
up his abode here ^ and indeed here 
is commonly one of their dervlles or 
faints. This grot is full of flips ot 
fluffs of all colours, brought hither 
by perfons afliided by illnefs, who 
come hither for relief, after the 
manner of the orientals, as we have 
already obierved. This grot is re- 
preiented la number 106. 


Half 
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^04* Half a league from hence, on (he 
fide toward the city, is a tnountain 
which a^rds the very hard blue 
ilones, with which they buifd their 
combs. We faw feveral of them 
thrown from the top of this mouo> 
tain into the plain without break¬ 
ing I hut the fioncs of larger fize 
chey roll down the Tides which are 
not fo fieep. 


From hence you hive a fine pro- 1704. 
fpefl to the weftward, between thc-^rvs? 
moUDCalnsand the plain, where you 
have a fight of beautiful villages and 
a great number of gardens. 1 have 
here exhibited the reprelencarion 
of it, with the mountain, upon the 
top of which is the houle of 
Having thus fatbfied my curiofity 
1 returned back to the city. 


CHAP. XLIX 

Famous Plantations^ or Jim walks belonging to the King, 
; Use Company s Houfi. A Jine Caravanfera, Indians 

or Banins, The Author prepares for his Departure to 
Per/epolis. 

C O M E days after, I went ordering, three leagues to the wefi- 

O with the lame friend to fee a * ward of IJpahan. We went by the 
fine plantation of the prefent King's g^dens of the fuburbs, and left 

R * t Jujfa 
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1704. yuif<i on the left hand. Having 
ViOrVcrofled the plain, we, at five of the 
dock, arrived at the entrance into 
thefe fine walks. The trees had 
hardly budded at this entrance, be* 
cauie they had not been able to 
conduG water enough to themi 
hut we found them farther ad¬ 
vanced as wc went on^ and at a 
finall league from the entrance, we 
ame to a very low mo&h on the 
right-hand fide of the way, and a 


«/ 

bath near ir. They are to have four 1704^ 
gates to this fine plantatbn, which 
divides icfelf in the middle into four 
walks, and forms a round open on 
ail fides, with a mod charming 
perfpeflive. The mountains are 
two leagues to the Ibuthward of It, 
and a league to the northward, 
where they have already begun the 
wall which is to tnclofe this plea- 
lant place. It was about ieven of 
the clock when we got to the o- 
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3704. thcr end of hi for this plantation is 
two leagues in length, and proportion- 
able in breadth, and the walks of It 
ate bordered with Icna's, between 
which they have planted willows 
and other trees, which are to be 
plucked up as the fena's I'pread. On 
alt tides you have ahb rote huthes, 
which produce a mofl charm i ng e ffe^ 
in the tea/bn. All the lands, at the 
ditiance of half a league round, be¬ 
long to his Majefty, and the retl to 
the public, at leaft what is there 
planted and fowa; for the King is 
proprietor, and they pay him Co 
much a year. The old walk, plan¬ 
ted in the reign of King ts at 

the end of this new plantation i and 
you enter it by a large gate* where 
this walk has but half the breadth 
it is of at the other end; and it ex¬ 
tends a good half league in length* 
It is abb planted with fena’s, at the 
dltiance of eight paces from each 
other* whole branches meet at top, 
and whofe roots arc watered by a 
jtinall gutter or canal. Upon the 
tides of this walk arc fine large 
gardens walled in, and at the end 
a royal houle, which makes no 
great figure. About eight of the 
clock we went into the garden of a 
public houle* where we fealled our- 
ielves, and there my friend heard 
that Mr. Oets, who was to fucoecd 
bim in quality of our dircclor’s de¬ 
puty, was arrived from the Iri^m at 
IJPabati, From lienee we went to 
the King’s houfe, which is not worth 
feeing, and from thence to the old 
Stesttd ^ plantation, called JVirfJ- 

* ^^*^**‘”'Jkaf’'^aet \ and having pafied thro’ 
the village of that name, we met 
with another walk, almoil all plan¬ 
ted with willows, and which is 
nearly a league and an half in 
length, and extends to the wed- 
ward. There is another again on 
the left-hand, whence you lee the 
mountains about a league off, to the 
right and left, and on the wed a 
plain which reaches beyond the fight. 

.The plate above reprdents this old 
plantation. About three leagues 
from hence there is a hill which 
the King has furrounded w'iih a 


wall thatlndofes a great number 1704* 
of deer, wild afies, rams, and other 
creatures peculiar to the inounrains 
In [hefe parts. The gardens here 
are full of fruit trees, and vines whofe 
grapes, as well black as white, are 
lent to Ifpahan to be prefied into 
wine, which they were very buly 
about when 1 was there. To the 
right and left of the old plantation, 
are five great gardens, which an¬ 
nually bring in to the King the lum 
of cwenty*five ’Tomans, and two 
fmaller, in proportion. From hence, 
at one in the afternoon, we went to¬ 
ward the moiintainstoihefouthward 
in order to fee fome villages; bur 
we were obliged to go two leagues 
about, to pats over the bridge 
of Foflie-vergaftj where the coun¬ 
try was tovered with rice, ready to 
be cut; and here we law great plains 
full of water-melons, The King 
has here another houle, in the vil¬ 
lage of upon the river of 

Tfpaban, which in this place is very- 
narrow. There Is nothing remark¬ 
able in this houfe tho' the King is 
often there. We allb faw a lake 
full of all forts of ducks and other 
game, of moll exquifite beautyj 
near the village of Kariskan. None 
are permitted either to Ihoot, or 
frighten them away. From thence 
we returned to the ciiv, where we 
arrived about eight at night. 

Lx:c us lay a word of our India firnm- 
company’s houfe* the refidcnce 
our direftor, and the other 
cers belonging to the company. It 
is furrounded with a high wall of 
earth, the gate of which (s large 
and lofty, and from thence you 
proceed between two walls, to the 
llables, but the horles are often 
tied to racks without. You leave 
the fiables and garden on the left 
hand, to go to the houfe itfclf, in 
the niidll of the court of which is 
a canal which runs on the fide of 
the place* where they receive ftran- 
gers; behind which is a fine a- 
partraent, fpread with carpets and 
full of cufhions to tit and refi up¬ 
on, after the manner of the coun¬ 
try. On one fide are the apart- 
4 mems 
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1704, menfs and office of the direftor's 
deputy, and other of the com¬ 
pany's femms. From thence you 
go to the pan belonging to the di- 
redtof hitnlelf^ paffing through a 
fmall pa{&ge to it, and it condHs 
of three or four aparimetits, with¬ 
out reckoning the hall, where they 
dine, which looks upon ffiis part j this 
boufe ls reprefented in number 107. 
It has a very agreeable garden, in the 
midft of which is a Talael of wood, 
and a fine fountain with jets of 
water which, from thence, fiows in¬ 
to a canal, and ferves to water the 
garden, by the means of a machine, 
which conveys it to every part. 
Here alfo are great numbers of 
ferta's and fruit trees, Rowers 
and plants, as appears by num¬ 
ber iq 8< And I often amufed my- 
felf in this place with caichingof but- 
lerfiies, flies, and other inle&, 1 had 
a mind to prelerve. The bees here 
are of an extraordinary fize, and fling 
very violently. 

In the canal of this garden I 
took notice of fmall iifh, whole 
hinder part refcmbles that of a frog. 
There are of the fame in Turktf^ 
in a lake about a league from Sn^r- 
na\ which lake is half a league in 
breadth, and two leagues in circum¬ 
ference ; it is upon an eniinence, 
and its water is jal^trous and foul. 
Ic is ncverthelefs full of fifh, and 
efpecially of this fort, which they 
fometlmes catch with a line, but 
very fcldotn. 1 did my utmoll to 
take fomc of them, but to no pur- 
pofe. Theyarc laid to be larger than 
ihofc 1 faw in Wtrjia. 

It now remains that T fpeak of the 
Canrvitnferai or public-houfes ac 
.^^£r<if7,3nd rfbal] begin with the de¬ 
fer] pdon and reprefen^tion of that of 
Jedde^ which l^longs to the Queen- 
mother of the King, near ihc M^-- 
doen or great Iquare, where 1 lodged 
all the lime 1 was at If^ban. The 
gate whichopcDS into this fquare, is 
a lai^c vaulted portal, under which 
arc fmall (hops kept by Armem^ntf 
and other ftrangers who fell cloth 
by retail. There is one ot the 
famcflruAureoo the other fide where 
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they fell glafles. In the middle of 1704.' 
the court of this building is 
wooden barrack full of fuch fort of 
(hops, and a little beyond it troughs 
for horles to drink at. This cara* 
vanfeta is furrounded with ware- 
boufes full of goods, which belong 
to the j^meniaas and other mer¬ 
chants, who come hither every day 
from Julfa to negociate their trade. 

Above thefe warehoules there is a 
large gallery full of chambers, with 
a great (lair cafe to go up to them. 

Among the foreign merchants who^^;.,. „ 
take up their abode here, there is£iuuuu. ' 
a good number of Indians of feveral 
forts, whom they there call Banians, 

The chief of them are poflefled of 
great wealth, and yet work like. 

(laves to heap upimmenfe and ufo- 
lefs riches, without any regard to 
honour or decency, infomuch that 
the moft wealthy of them (hall noe 
think much to run up and down 
tho’ it were but 10earn a poor pen¬ 
ny. There are Ibme of them, and 
the moil confiderable too, who 
are brokers, and in that quality 
ferve the EngUJh and Dutch Eafi- 
India companies, whofe favour and 
good graces they by all means en- 
dravour to obtain, that they may 
enjoy their pro region and get by 
them. Upon the whole, they are 
very much trufled, and it is no un¬ 
common thing for them to have 
the ca(h of theie two companies in 
their hands. Nor is there a left 
confidence cepofed in the jirmeniam, 
who have aJib always a kind of 
bank in tlietr pofleffion, bccaufo mo¬ 
ney is there fure, and you may draw 
it out as you plcafe, and in whac 
fpccie you think proper. The 
whole trade of Gamron In tike man¬ 
ner pafles through iheir hands by 
bills of cTcchange. When I was ac 
Samajbit the Baniam there asked 
me, by the means of feme jb-me~ 
niatiSf if I had no letters for our di- 
redor at IJpabattf and if I did noc 
want money, ofTcring, in that cafe, 
to lend me what 1 would. I was 
furprized at this great civility to a 
ftranger whom they knew nothing 
of, and who was not even recom- 
4 mended 
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mended to them ; but they told me 
this wa$ done with a view to oblige 
ihc ofHcers of the India company, 
and tomflnuatc themfclves into chcir 
good graces. 

Asleveral authors have before me 
treated of the betief of this peo¬ 
ple, and of the worfhlp they pay to 
idols, I (hall only add, that they 
abflain from taking away the life 
of any thing wbatfoever, not ex¬ 
cepting lice and fleas, and that they 
think they do a meritorious aflion 
when they prevent their being de- 
ftroyed. I have even obferved that 
they went away from me with an 
air of chagrin, when they faw me 
bufy in catching of certain Inle^ 
in a garden, well knowing what 1 
Intended to do with them. 

Nor do the the Perjtam^ 

or even the jirmeniam care to kill 
VoL I. 


a loufe or a flea, they only throw 
them upon the ground, as I have 
frequenily obferved. There are al- 
fo fcvetal jirmemans who abHain 
from the flefh of certain animals, 
and particularly will not tafte of 
an hare, becaufe they reckon it 
uncl^nj but they are not all fo fo- 
perflitious. 

As the drelsof thtBaniamhzs fome- ^ 

thing remarkable in it, Kiave drawn Ba¬ 

the habit of the chief of our Indian*^*- 
brokers, who was fb obliging as to 
drefs himfelf after the manner of 
his country for that purpofe^ you 
fee him reprelenced in number 105, 

They have no regard to the co¬ 
lour of their drefs, but their tur¬ 
ban is commonly white, to which 
they fallen Uule red bands or fillets, 
which fall upon the forehead and 
come down to the nofe i they are 
S s s commonly 
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1704, commonly of fandal wood^ and (erve 
them as ail ornament of a kind wiih 
the patches worn by our Ladies. 
Moft oi them arc of a fallow c. m- 
plcxion, their (lature is fine. At 
their leifure hours they divert them- 
felves and entenaln each other with 
fruits, fweet-meats, and other dain¬ 
ties, and upon thcle occafions, they 
often invite the Chriftians of their 
acquaintance to be of the company, 
and fend alfo for dancing girls and 
jugglers to amufe their gue^fs. 

Upon the eighteenth of this month, 
there came feme couriers from Gam- 
ron, who informed us there were as 
yet no fhips arrived from Batavia. 
This advice prevented our direflor 
from fetting out for that place as 
he had dcftgned, but five or fix days 
afterward he lent his deputy, Mr. 
Bakker , thither. I began allb to 
prepare for my departure; and hav¬ 
ing received and pjtd feme vifits a- 
mong the Englijh, J went 10 rake 
leave of all iny friends in the city 
and at Jtilja^ not forgetting Mr, 
Sabidi our interpreter, to whom 1 
was indebted for a thoufand obli¬ 
gations. He had done me confider- 
able fervices, and had pernaiticd me 
to draw all the curiofities in his fine 
gardens, by’furnlhing me with all the 
Iigh fs neceflary to attain tliat end. And 
as he was a per fed mafter of the 
Perjian tongue, he rook the trou¬ 
ble of inflruiiing me in all the nice¬ 
ty of its orthography, with regard 
to which mod: of our travellers are 
guilty of very extraordinay miftakes. 
Hence it is that I write the word 
King in Perjian^ Sjae^ andnotiVj&ijfA, 
Sciab^ or Stab \ ZJf^raes, in (lead 
Scbients^ j Mey-dsep otMeldan, 
whicri js a word j 

or Ma-zJiF in fpeaking of their 
mofehs, and fe with regard to other 
j''^’ wherein, as to orthography, 

I differ Ifom other travellers; in 
which I have followed thcinflrutfli- 
ons of Mr, bahidt and in which he 
was perfeilly well skUled, iho^an Ar^ 
menian by Nation, He alfo fpoke 
French and Dutch perfectly well; 


for his father had lived a long time 1704 
i n France^ and he himfel f had been 
brought up in the fer vice of our 
company. He had a perfedi know¬ 
ledge of the cuftoms and manners 
of the country, and as he was 
preity well advanced In vears, he 
was alfo well verfcd in the affairs and 
intrigues of the court, Thefe fine 
accomptilhments had gained him 
the friendfbip and efteem of every 
body; nor did he fail to befeow a 
good education on his fon, who, 
as Well as himfelf, was interpreter 
to our company, and in like manner 
underfiood French and Dutch, tho* 
he was but twenty three years of age. 

As I had formed a refelution to let 
out with Mr^ukier, of F/uJhing, the 
firftfador of in order to go 

to where 1 defigned to make 

feme Hay, to e.\amine with care 
into thofe famous antiquities, and 
to'jakc a draught of them, I went 
upon the twenty-feurtb, to Mr. Kajl 
telein, bur direttor, who was fo 
good as to lend me an horfc for my 
journey, and a courier to attend me. 

He was alfo fe kind as to fumifh 
me with all the provifiorfF I might 
Hand in need of, and loaded me 
with favours, as he had during all the 
time 1 was at lypahtm^ where he had 
alwap honoured me with a feat 
at his table from my firll arrival. 

He even had often prelfed me to 
come and lodge with him, but J al¬ 
ways excufed myfelf, that 1 might 
be the more at liberty, and do fe¬ 
ver a I things I cmplovtd myfelf in 
morning and night. Bcfide this, he 
had always been fo obliging as to pro¬ 
vide me with an horfe and an inter¬ 
preter to attend me whertfeever I 
went. Nor am 1 lefs indebted to him ^ 

for a grea c i n figh t i n to the Per^an a f- 
fairs; for he had lived in Per^a 
one and twenty years, during which 
he had made himfelf a perfeil mailer 
of the affairs and language of the 
country, and intrigues of the court; 
nor lhall I, S3 long as 1 live, fail to 
make the moll profound acknow¬ 
ledgments for his many favours. 


The End oj the Plrji J^elume, 




























I 



« 



r T 







Arclueotogical Library 

- - - - 


CalJNo. 




Author—Le C- 


rfe %^Li?T CM^ - * - » 4 Jj 


BoiTOMr Hql 

D«t« ol Imqo I 



- —— 



^(4 Dif Rfetuni 


’^A hook that is shut is but a bhck" 

C^b^OLOQ 

V 

GOVT. OF INDU 

^ DeparoBtnt oi Archacdogf T 

U NEW DELHI O 


Pleaee heip ub to keep the book 
cloBU and moving. 
































